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WISHING ALL OUR 
READERS A BLESSED 
CHRISTMAS
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JACK WALSH

A recent online scripture con-
ference organised by the 
Dominicans in Cork heard 

from several great speakers includ-
ing France Hogan, who spoke on 
the Gospel of John; a discussion on 
Synoptic Gospels with Fr. Terence 
Crotty OP & Prof Séamus O’Con-
nell; and Lectio Divina with Fr. 
Brendan Clifford OP.

The short conference finished 
with the key-note address from the 
US Biblical Scholar Jeff Cavins. 
Jeff is recognized internationally 
as an exciting public speaker and 

bible teacher. 
He is the crea-
tor and founder 
of the popular 
Great Adven-
ture Bible Study 
series and over 
one million 
Catholics have 
benefited from 
this study series. He is also the 
author of several books includ-
ing ‘Walking with God: A Journey 
Through the Bible’. His talk at the 
conference was on why Catholics 
should read the Bible, which was 
followed by a Q&A.

Organisers were very pleased 
with the success of the day, with 
over 2,500 people tuning in. They 
plan to run more conferences in 
the New Year. Watch this space!

CATHERINE O’TOOLE

A proposed law in Canada 
(Bill C-6), which officially 
seeks to prohibit therapy for 

unwanted sexual attractions, could 
lead to even more extreme results. 
According to a recent statement by 
the Canadian Conference of Catho-
lic Bishops, the law’s ambiguous 
wording could criminalise “private 
conversations between parents and 
their children on matters of human 
sexuality” as well as “Christian and 

other religious and ethical teaching 
with respect to human sexuality.”

An article on LifeSite News 
summed up the ominous legisla-
tion: “There is no provision in the 
bill for religious beliefs, philos-
ophies, or even scientific studies 
on human sexuality that might 
diverge from the government’s 
mandated ideology.”  The law 
appears to be one more instance of 
pushing Catholic teaching not only 
out from the public, but also from 
the private sphere.

JACK WALSH

A recent interview given 
by California Republican 
senator Shannon Grove 

to Stephen Strang, CEO of Cha-
risma Media (a Christian media 
company), uncovered the extent 
of bullying and pressure faced by 
Christians in America’s Golden 
State. 

California is a Democrat-run 
state which allowed ideology 
to percolate into its Covid-19 
response. Under current regula-
tions, singing and chanting, as well 
as “instruments that are horns or 
that use physical exertion and air 
to blow through” are prohibited in 
churches. Masks are compulsory 
and churches can only be filled 
to 25% capacity.  “He’s [the Cal-
ifornia governor] telling [the 
Churches] when they can wor-
ship and how they can worship,” 
lamented Grove.  

Grove also described how 
churches that operated in defiance 
of the regulations have been tar-
geted. Pastors have been hauled 
before courts and given fines. 

Archbishop Salvatore Cordile-

one of San Francisco has been 
outspoken in highlighting the 
unjust government restrictions, “it 
has become clear to me that they 
just don’t care about Christians…
we have been patiently putting 

up with unjust treatment long 
enough, and now it is time to come 
together to witness to our faith 
and to the primacy of God, and tell 
City Hall: No More!” 

Christians persecuted in California, 
claims Republican senator

Radical Canadian bill could 
criminalise Catholic teaching

Take and Read UN Human Rights Council increasingly discredited

BRIAN MC GONAGLE

In a bizarre turn of events, a 
number of corrupt or totalitar-
ian regimes such as China, Cuba, 

and Pakistan were elected to serve 
on the UN Human Rights Coun-
cil. The Council is a body tasked 
with promoting human rights 
worldwide, including the rights of 
Christians to worship and live free 
from persecution. 

Some critics were scathing. 
“Electing these dictatorships as 

UN judges on human rights is like 
making a gang of arsonists into 
the fire brigade…. It is an insult to 
their political prisoners and many 
other victims — and a defeat for 
the global cause of human rights” 
argued UN Watch spokesman 
Hillel Neuer. He was especially 
critical of admitting China to the 
UN body as it is currently one of 
the worst human rights abusers – 
the Chinese regime has “herded 
over one million Uighurs into 
camps”, writes Alex Newman for 
the New American, a magazine 

and news website. 
The UN Human Rights Coun-

cil is viewed as increasingly 
corrupt and discredited, with the 
US officially withdrawing from the 
Council a few years ago. Newman 
points out that the Council is keen 
to target Western democracies for 
criticism, while doing relatively 
little to highlight the situation in 
places like North Korea. 

This development is espe-
cially worrying for Christians 
worldwide, who are facing unprec-
edented levels of persecution.

The Allée des Nations in front of the Palace of Nations (United Nations Office at Geneva).
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BEN SCALLAN &  
JACK WALSH

“Delight” is the word 
expressed, as campaign-
ers calling for a return to 

public Mass are successful. Becky 
Kealy (who ALIVE! readers will 
remember launched a campaign in 
October), drew attention from local 
and national broadcasters with her 
letter to the Bishop of Cloyne, and 
is now overjoyed that Masses have 
returned. 

The Aontú Cork North West rep-
resentative said that “it is what the 
people wanted; and they saw no 
sense in stopping public Mass when 
Churches are one of the – proven - 
safest public places to be”. 

A separate campaigning group 
We Need Worship, who Beck Kealy 
wholeheartedly supports, said that 
there was no evidence that religious 
services had contributed to the 
spread of Covid-19. “Where is the 
evidence that the Mass has caused 
an outbreak of Covid 19? There is 
none and yet we are denied the right 
to profess our faith,” they said. 

They urged the people of faith to 
write to their local representatives 
and to Church leaders to overturn 
the restriction on public celebration 
of religious events enforced by the 
Level 5 lockdown. 

We Need Worship described 
the banning of church services as 
“unfathomable”, and stated that 
the Irish constitution “guarantees 
freedom of conscience and the free 
profession and practice of religion,” 
and so they argue that forbidding 
people from attending religious 
services is “in conflict with the con-
stitution”. 

“If ever there was a time that 
churches in Ireland needed to 
be open it is at this time! When 
people are losing their jobs, fear-
ful about the future and struggling 
to make ends meet, they need the 
comfort, hope and solace that is 
found in the community of faith”, 
the group argued. 

Both Ms. Kealy and the We 
Need Worship group deserve 
the applauds and praise of every 
church-going Catholic. It just goes 
to show that Catholics standing up 
together can make a difference.

Where you can find your Spiritual Bubble – Mass

BRIAN MC GONAGLE

Youth 2000 will hold their 
Christmas Retreat this year 
in St Mary’s, Pope’s Quay, 

Cork. It will be live online, and 
so very different to last year in 
Newbridge, Co Kildare - which 
boasted the largest attendance 
ever at such a retreat. 

However, the National Leader, 
Peter Sands, is very upbeat: “This 
is the situation we find ourselves 
in – online - and no doubt it will 
be very different and we will miss 
meeting people face to face, but we 

are really excited about the week-
end and we know that hundreds 
of young people will tune in over 
the few days and get a lot from the 
speakers and the prayer time”.

One young Youth 2000 member 
from Galway, always looks forward 
with ‘Advent’ expectation to this 
annual event so to prepare for the 
coming of Christ: “All the things 
you associate with Christmas 
are there every year: jingle bells, 
smiles and presents but, more 
importantly, this retreat helps 
me to discover the true meaning 
of Christmas, that the Son of God 
came into the world as one of us 

and dwelt among us. As the Shep-
herds were told by a heavenly host 
to go and see the infant King, these 
young retreatants meet the same 
Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament.”

“The Wise Men ‘opened their 
treasures’ (Matthew 2:11) before 
the Christ Child and now, hun-
dreds of young people will open 
their hearts before the King at the 
Youth 2000 Christmas Retreat, 
and receive gifts of immeasura-
ble grace in return”, reflects Peter, 
who is encouraging young people 
(over 18) to go to the website to 
register for the retreat: www.
youth2000.ie.

Becky Kealy with her Spiritual Bubble campaign poster.
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Christmas ‘OnLine’

Youth 2000 Christmas Retreat in Newbridge last year.

LIAM O’CONNOR

Fr. P.J. Hughes, parish priest of 
Mullahoran in Cavan recently 
defended his actions to con-

tinue with celebrating public mass 
during lockdown, telling the The 
Anglo-Celt newspaper that he lik-
ened the restrictions to “living in 
a police state”, or akin to the time 
when Catholicism was considered 
illegal in Ireland by British rule. 
A file has been sent to the DPP, 
which is considering prosecuting 
Fr. Hughes. 

Fr. Hughes was cautioned under 
a new amendment to the 1947 
Health Act which stipulates that a 
priest found in breach of govern-
ment Covid regulations may face a 
hefty fine or even jail time. 

While this law brings to mind 
the totalitarianism a person might 

associate with a place like North 
Korea, it is further troubling 
because it is in no way justified 
by the current Covid-19 statistics, 
(Covid cases in Ireland being one 
of the lowest in Europe). A spokes-
person for the Iona Institute noted, 
“prior to this pandemic, when did 
such a law exist in Ireland? You 
have to go back to penal times”. 

Interestingly, the Republic of 
Ireland has one of Europe’s high-
est weekly Mass attendance figures 
(35% according to the 2016 census). 

Also, in the news is famous 
businessman, human rights cam-
paigner and practicing Catholic 
Declan Ganley, who has taken a 
High Court challenge to establish 
Irish people’s constitutional right 
to Mass in a lockdown situation. 
The case should be heard soon; 
watch this space!

Declan Ganley.

Declan Ganley takes 
government to court
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NIAMH UÍ 
BHRIAIN

If we behave our-
selves, or so 
we’re told, we 

might get a chance to celebrate 
Christmas under a Level 2 ver-
sion of the never-ending Covid-19 
lockdown. The papers have been 
full of dire warnings that Christ-
mas may be “cancelled”, and stern 
injunctions from the govern-
ment’s advisors hint at the same. 
Leo Varadkar advised people not 
to book flights to come home over 
Christmas, and we were told that 
families may not be allowed to 
travel to be together 

Immunologist Tomas Ryan had 
a bizarre suggestion: postpon-
ing Christmas so we could have a 
‘proper’ party. “One way of looking 
at this would be to delay Christmas 
until the end of January and have 
a real Christmas and a real party 
then,” he said. 

“A real Christmas?”. The 
problem with this and 
other daft solutions is 
that they entirely miss the 
whole point of Christmas. 
It’s not a moveable feast, 
nor a festival that can 
be postponed. It’s the 
celebration of the birth of 
the Christ-child. Even with 
all the materialism and 
consumerism that crowds 
the season of late, most 
people still recognise 
Christmas as primarily 
a religious feast, and 
they make time to attend 
Mass or services, and to 
observe the real meaning 
of the season.

The notion of ‘cancelling’ Christ-
mas is centred around the shopping 
splurge anticipated each year, where 

we’re all expected to spend lavishly 
on presents that many people nei-
ther want or need. Naturally, this is 
an important time for retailers and 
restaurants and bars who are angry 
and dismayed at the notion of con-
tinuing the lockdown indefinitely, 
in particular when the official data 
shows that while cases are increas-
ing, admissions to ICU and deaths 
from Covid-19 remain very low. 

But we can get through 
a Christmas without 
the tinsel and the tack, 
and if we must have 
piles of presents we 
can always shop online. 
The real issue, which 
the government keeps 
dodging, is the unjustified 
and unreasonable closure 
of the churches. 

Since the first lockdown in 
March, it’s been all too evident that 

the needs of people of faith are of 
very little importance to the gov-
ernment. When churches were 
allowed to open again for Sunday 
Mass, parishes went to extraordi-
nary lengths to ensure sanitising 
and social distancing. As a result 
there have been no Covid clusters 
in churches, yet the government 
moved arbitrarily to stop public 
worship again - this time under 
the threat of penalties, leading Fr 
Seán Mulligan to point out that the 
last time priests were in danger of 
being jailed for celebrating Mass in 
public was under the Penal Laws. 
The Irish Catholic reports that a 
priest in Co. Cork was warned by 
gardaí that “the full rigours of the 
law” would be applied after he 
celebrated Mass with a small con-
gregation 

This is ludicrous, heavy-handed, 
and, at this point when the restric-
tions are clearly not being based on 
evidence, starting to feel more than 
a little oppressive. The last person 
who tried to cancel or ban Christ-

mas was Oliver Cromwell because 
he thought the celebrations deca-
dent and excessive. He even sent 
the army out to confiscate meat on 
December 25th and ensure people 
weren’t having fun in 1647. This 
eventually led to “pro-Christmas” 
riots in Britain. 

The ban came to an end when 
Cromwell’s authoritarian regime 
was driven from power, and the 
celebration and the story of Christ-
mas continue to endure as a magic 
and special time, not because of 
glitter and glitz but because the 
birth of a Child came to save the 
world resonates deep in our hearts 
and in our history. 

Christmas is not the govern-
ment’s to cancel. Catholics and 
all Christian denominations have 
a right to gather in churches or 
elsewhere to celebrate this pro-
found and sacred night, especially 
by partaking in the Eucharist and 
the communion of the faithful. 
This Christmas Day, I’ll be going to 
Mass, and it won’t be online. 

DAVID MULLINS AND  
NIAMH UÍ BHRIAIN

A paper examining the 
practice of late-term 
abortion and feticide 

in Irish maternity hospitals 
paints a deeply disturbing 
picture of the brutal real-
ity of Ireland’s abortion 
regime. 

Three medical pro-
fessionals from various 
departments of University 
College Cork sought to look 
at the experience of 10 Fetal 
Medicine Specialists who 
provided abortion in Ireland 
in cases where the baby had 
a severe life-limiting con-
dition – though the term 
“fatal fetal anomaly”, which 
is offensive to many parents, 
is used in the paper.

The study shows that Irish 
doctors are deeply divided 
on provision of late-term 
abortion, and that even 
those carrying out the proce-
dure saw it as ‘brutal’, ‘awful’ 
and ‘emotionally difficult’ – 
referring to it as ‘stabbing 
the baby in the heart’.

“I remember getting sick 
out in the corridors after-
wards because I thought it 
(feticide) was such an awful 
procedure and so dread-
ful,” one doctor is quoted as 
saying.

Abortion providers said 
that they faced “widespead 

opposition” from other doc-
tors, and in particular from 
neonatologists who care for 
babies after birth. Half of the 
specialists providing late-
term abortion said that they 
experienced “opposition 
with conscientious objec-
tors” and others shared that 
there was ‘a massive uncom-
fortableness’ and ‘suspicion’ 
with abortion. 

To understand 
the very natural 
reluctance of many 
doctors to embrace 
late-term abortion 
and feticide, it is 
important to also 
understand what is 
being performed. 
According to the 
Royal College of 
Obstetricians and 
Gynaecologists 
(RCOG) feticide is 
carried out after 21 
weeks and 6 days of 
gestation to ensure 
that there is no risk 
of a live birth. A 
study published in 
the British Journal 
of Obstetrics and 
Gynaecology clarifies 
that potassium 
chloride is injected 

into the baby’s heart 
to induce a fatal 
heart attack. 

In the UCC study, the 
authors note that the 
specialists carrying out 
abortion were fustrated by 
conflict with neonatolo-
gists and were “unclear as 
to who will look after those 
babies’ if a baby was “born 
alive following an abortion 
by induction of labour and 
without feticide”

This would leave the 
doctor who performed an 
unsuccessful late-term abor-
tion “begging people to help” 
them provide palliative care 
if the baby survived, the 
study recorded. It is worth 
recalling at this point that 
when the issue of children 
being born alive following an 
abortion was put to Simon 
Harris in 2017, he dismissed 
the idea as ‘scaremongering.’ 

The paper suggests that 
some babies will survive 
abortion in Ireland, and 
will be left to die. Palliative 
care might be given, but no 
effort will be made to save 
the child. 

Doctors have concerns 
about these babies surviv-
ing – but only, it seems, 
that they may survive for 
too long. “None of us want 
to be in a situation where 
we thought, ah sure deliver 

and then the baby is alive six 
weeks later and there’s all 
the issues that go with that,” 
one is quoted as saying.

The authors of the paper 
are clearly supportive of 
abortion provision. Their 
disapproval of colleagues 
who hold to the maxim 
that doctors should not 
kill their patients is evi-
dent, especially in referring 
to conscientious objec-
tors as “obstruction” – a 
term favoured by abortion 
extremists such as Sinn 
Féin’s Louise O’Reilly or 
former TD, Ruth Coppinger.

One deeply 
disquieting section 
of the paper implies 
that the law should 
be broadened 
because some 
conditions afflicting 
the baby are not 
‘fatal’ enough.

“Despite identifying the 
need for collaborative work-
ing, nearly all participants 
experienced ‘conflict’ or 
‘opposition’ when discuss-
ing the fatality of conditions. 
Half of the [Fetal Medicine 
Specialists] described meet-
ings as ‘divisive’ involving 
‘contentious cases’,” the 
authors note.

Then they get down to 
brass tacks. The legislation 
as it exists is “difficult” and 
“restrictive” because some-
times babies are diagnosed 
with a condition where 
they might live longer than 
the 28 days referenced in 
the legislation. They coldly 

describe these babies as 
‘not clearly fatal but clearly 
awful’.

These abortion providers 
have plenty empathy and 
sympathy for themselves, 
if not for the child so cal-
lously described. They 
fear getting a diagnosis 
wrong, and complain – or 
lamented to use the lan-
guage of the study – having 
to bring cases to other doc-
tors for discussion as some 
medics were “too ‘vocal’ 
and ‘strong’ with their 
‘anti-abortion’ opinions”.

The paper was published 
in September 2020, some 

16 months after the shock-
ing case of a baby boy who 
was aborted in the National 
Maternity Hospital in 
Dublin came to light. The 
baby’s parents were wrongly 
informed that he had been 
diagnosed with Trisomy 
18 and would not live long 
after birth. They say that 
they were led towards a 
termination by the doc-
tors dealing with their case. 
After the baby was aborted 
tests showed that he was 
perfectly healthy. There is 
no mention of this case in 
the paper.

Christmas is not the government’s to cancel

“Stabbing the baby in the heart.”  
Doctors reveal what abortion ‘feticide’ 
in Irish hospitals feels like

DominicansThe

"He who feels the urge for Truth
orders his life for the benefit of all."

- St. John Chrysostom

...for the BenefIt of All
Truth

www.irishdominicanvocations.com

4  |  ALIVE!  DECEMBER 2020



Including a foreword by Bishop Phonsie Cullinan, this new volume of  essays takes the 
reader on a journey through the life and thoughts of  Pope Benedict XVI, the 265th Pontiff .  

Available now at Knock Shrine Bookshop
www.knockshrine.ie/online-shop

ALIVE! IS OFFERING A FREE COPY WITH EVERY 
DONATION OF €50 OR MORE.
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€250: An; €200: An; €150: An; €100: JK; An; €50: BC Galway; 
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STG: £25: FD; £10: PMcI; 

I wish to support ALIVE! Enclosed is my donation for

€1,000 €500 €250 €100
€50 €25 €15 other €

NAME

ADDRESS

TELEPHONE

Please send your donation to: ALIVE! St. Mary’s Priory, Tallaght, Dublin 24

✃

BLOCK 
CAPITALS 

PLEASE

All CREDIT CARD 
Payments accepted. CALL 01 404 8187

AIB, Tallaght  •  SORT CODE: 933317 
ACCOUNT NAME Alive Together  •  ACCOUNT NO: 29097-110 
IBAN IE61AIBK93331729097110  •  BIC BICAIBKIE2D

If 8,000 people contribute just €20 each we can continue for another year.
Special thanks to all of you who donated to ALIVE! during November.

BISHOP 
PHONSIE 
CULLINAN

Ma n y 
a r e 
now asking: “Where is 

God in this pandemic?” “Why 
doesn’t God intervene?”  The 
fact is, that God has already 
intervened.  God the Son, 
Jesus Christ, was born, lived, 
suffered, died and rose again.   
The Incarnation is the break-
ing into human history of 
God in the most profound 
and intimate way possible.  
He remains with us in this 
time of pandemic.  

In The Book of Ecclesias-
tes (chap.3), we read, “for 
everything there is a season 
and a time for every matter 
under heaven. … A time to 
weep and a time to laugh… 
a time to keep silence and a 
time to speak… God ... has 
put eternity into man’s mind, 
yet so that he cannot find out 
what God has done from the 
beginning to the end”.  

Now, I believe, is a time 
for being silent, for wait-
ing patiently. Patience is 
a virtue. It is a difficult 
virtue for us moderns who 
have grown accustomed to 
instant solutions and expe-
diency. Like all the virtues 
it is directed towards the 
good. Patience is needed 
to “to safeguard against 
sorrow” and (I add) despair 

as Aquinas says.  Patience 
helps us not to lose sight of 
the good. St. Thomas Aqui-
nas quotes St. Augustine 
who writes, “patience allows 
man to bear evil with a bal-
anced mind”.  So we should 
pray for the gift of patience 
and the grace to face our 
current predicament with 
patience and faith.

“We are where we are”, 
Cardinal Pell said recently.  
In the situation in which 
we find ourselves we must 
focus on what we can do 
rather than on the things 
we cannot do.  The prophet 
Jeremiah speaking to the 
Hebrew exiles in Babylon 
proclaimed, “Build houses, 
….settle down, plant gar-
dens, …..seek the prosperity 
of the city to which I have 
sent you”. (Jer. 29). Like-
wise, I feel, that this a time 
for building up - building 
up our interior lives firstly 
and then building up solid 
foundations for the Church 
of the future.  

The natural movement 
of the Holy Spirit is always 
to go out, to move forward.  
The Holy Spirit inspires 
action - action within and 
action without.  Daily prayer 
is an action of the Holy Spirit 
from whom all inspiration 
comes.  The time of pan-
demic is a time to pray and to 
deepen our spiritual lives -to 
pray more, to read, to study, 
to sit alone and wrestle the 

deeper questions of life.  
Blaise Pascal once wrote, 
“All of humanities problems 
stem from man’s inability to 
sit quietly in a room alone”.  
What an opportunity we 
have now for more silence 
and to sit quietly in a room 
alone! Time is a precious 
commodity of which now we 
have more.  Regarding the 
issue of reading, why not use 
this time to read a spiritual 
classic like the Confessions 
of St. Augustine or the Inte-
rior Castle of St. Theresa.  
We can always find the time.  

Within a radius of 5k per-
haps we can find a place to 
go for a long walk and con-
template God’s creation, 
taking the Rosary beads 
with us to help us pray 
and use this commodity of 
time more fruitfully.  This 
encounter with God should 
always lead us to service.  
How can we reach out to 
those around us, including 
the lonely, the poor and the 
needy, even if we cannot 
meet them in person?  A 
phone call, card, letter, and 
email or text, a gift, a food 
parcel, will brighten their 
day and remind them that 
they are not alone, Such ser-
vice, however imperfect, will 
help us to see ourselves as 
simple instruments in God’s 
hands who continues to act 
in our world.

Valuing Time Under Covid

Christ in the House of Martha and Mary 1628  
by Jan Bruegel the Younger and Peter Paul Rubens.
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MARIA HORAN

British Pregnancy Advisory 
Service’s Ann Furedi has 
recently announced her 

retirement in 2021 as CEO from 
the main British abortion pro-
vider, naming Clare Murphy, Chief 
Executive as her successor. It is 
interesting that Furedi has decided 
to step down now, as in the last few 
years, BPAS has received increas-
ingly negative reports which have 
been largely ignored by the main-
stream media. 

In February 2017, the CQC 
(The Care Quality Com-
mission) issued a damning 
report on BPAS Mer-
seyside abortion clinic, 
citing concerns raised by 
a local NHS Trust follow-
ing 16 serious incidents 
over a three year period in 
which BPAS patients were 
transferred to the hospital 
for emergency treatment.

The CQC also found poorly 
trained staff lacking emergency 
procedural knowledge and poor 

hygiene standards. And then in 
2018, James Olobo-Lalobo, a 
contracted surgeon for the clinic 
had been struck off the medical 
register for exposing abortion 
patients to the risk of life-
threatening conditions and was 
found by a medical practitioner’s 
tribunal to have endangered at 
least three women’s lives. 

By November 2019, little had 
changed for BPAS Merseyside 
as the CQC handed the clinic the 
worst rating of any private abortion 
provider to date, requiring 
improvements in both safety and 
leadership. Once again, the CQC 
had been contacted by the local 
NHS trust who raised concerns 
regarding the frequency of patients 
coming from BPAS. Inspectors 
found six cases of women who 
required urgent medical attention, 
five of whom were serious incidents 
requiring further investigation. 

The CQC stated that BPAS 
Merseyside did not follow best 
practices when prescribing, 
recording and storing medicines 
and found out-of-date medicines 
in the emergency drugs trolley. 
The staff didn’t follow the infection 
prevention and control measures, 
including not washing hands, not 
securing clinical waste, and using 
out of date equipment. Other health 

and safety risks identified included 
infection control procedures not 
being followed, drug syringes 
left uncovered, resuscitation 
equipment not regularly checked, 
and incidents not being properly 
investigated. 

Then came the CQC report on 
BPAS Streatham in September 
2019 as “requir[ing] improvement” 
on safety, effectiveness and 
responsiveness and was 
“inadequate” on leadership. 
The CQC notes that two serious 
incidents and 76 clinical incidents 
were reported between April 2018 
and April 2019 but staff did not 
always report incidents as they felt 
there was a blame culture. Only 
nine of the clinic’s twenty-four staff 
members had received training to 
spot and treat sepsis. 

The CQC report on BPAS 
Doncaster in October 2019 actually 
breached a safety regulation, with 
inspectors stating that “care and 

treatment was not always provided 
in a safe way for patients”. The 
report highlighted the case of a 
15-year-old girl who had developed 
sepsis, which could have been 
treated quickly had early warning 
scores (MEWS) been completed 
when she was admitted. Thirteen-
year-old girls having surgical 
abortions were being treated in the 
same way as adults.

Ann Furedi was very 
critical of the reports of 
the Marie Stopes scandals 
in 2016 (including cattle 
market conditions and 
bonuses being paid for 
abortions) and suggested 
that MS CEO Simon 
Cooke should step down 
from his leadership role. 
Yet she has had nothing 
public to say about the 
inadequate BPAS reports, 
much less suggest that 
she herself should resign 
due to a lack of leadership 
on her part.

Furedi has been busy lobbying 
for the UK abortion time limit of 
24 weeks to be abandoned and for 
abortion to birth to be available 
for any reason, citing the UK’s 
“Victorian” laws to be out-of-date. 
Indeed, despite evidence to the 
contrary, she claims that the ideal 
abortion law is a blank sheet of 
paper, such as in Canada, where 
in 2018, 150 babies were left to die 

after “failed” abortions. 
Furedi wants abortion to be as 

readily available as contraception, 
all fully taxpayer paid and also 
supports sex-selection abortion. 
Furedi’s extreme stance is 
completely at odds with the public, 
where a recent ComRes survey 
showed 70% of British women 
wanted abortion time limits 
reduced and only 1% supported 
abortion to birth.

Furedi has demonstrated just 
how out of touch she is with reality 
when she responded online to 
Heidi Crowter, a young woman 
with Down’s Syndrome who is 
campaigning against the current 
British law that allows abortion to 
birth on babies with disabilities. 
Furedi sent the following tweet to 
Heidi: 

“A better way would be 
remove all grounds for 
abortion by striking down 
the law that makes it a 
criminal offence. That 
way your concerns about 
abortions on grounds of 
fetal abnormality would 
be resolved; there would 
be no grounds!”

Furedi is so embarrassingly out 
of touch that she clearly saw no 
offence in a deeply derogatory 
message that reeked of eugenic 
ideology. With appalling BPAS 
health reports and her shameful 
lack of empathy, Furedi has made 
it resoundingly clear: it really is 
time for her to go.

NEWS FROM ACROSS THE IRISH SEA

BPAS Ann Furedi 
announces retirement

DEREK RYAN

The election of only the 2nd 
Catholic President of the 
United States ought to be a 

cause for optimism, if not outright 
celebration, in a Catholic magazine. 
The election of JFK bridged a divide 
in the country where Catholics 
were viewed with suspicion due to 
accusations of primacy of loyalty to 
the Pope not to mention decades of 
discrimination and marginalisation 
of Catholics in general. 

President-elect Biden does not 
hide that he is a Catholic. He attends 
Mass and receives the Eucharist – 
although in 2019 he was famously 
refused Communion by a Priest at 
a Mass in South Carolina because 
of his very public support for abor-
tion. And this is the crux of the 
problem. It is extremely difficult 
for a Catholic with a well-formed 
conscience, in good conscience, to 
support a politician who has very 
publicly defied Catholic teaching 

on an issue that the Church teaches 
very clearly about. 

There are many arguments put 
forward as to why a Catholic should 
not vote for Donal Trump – and 
most of these revolve around his 
character and personality rather 
than the policies he proposed and 
pursues. When it comes to policies 
it is presented as a choice between 
accepting his abortion position 
weighed up against the apparently 
kinder, more benevolent, virtuous, 
altruistic policies proposed by the 
Democrats. 

This is both a utilitarian calculus 
and a false dichotomy. Utilitarian 
calculus means voting for the least 
worst option. But objective wrongs 
cannot be chosen over subjective 
preferences. Whether ‘benevo-
lent’ Democrat social policies yield 
better results for the poor and mar-
ginalised is a contested area but the 
economic success and the benefits 
those bring to those out of work 
– and their families – is weighed 
up against proposed welfare ben-

efits to be ‘given’ by the Biden 
administration. ‘Obamacare’ – ‘the 
Affordable Care Act’ is presented 
as a Democrat govt giving health-
care to the poor but it is hard to 
find mention of the fact that it has 
resulted in the doubling of the price 
of health insurance – a price many 
had already decided they were 
unwilling to pay. Now it is manda-
tory, leaving many worse off. 

The hope is that Joe Biden who 
declares himself a practicing Catho-
lic has now finished ‘practicing’ 

and learned how to be a Catholic. 
For 50 years in public service his 
Catholic practice has been a failure. 
He has supported every Democrat 
initiative to attack religious free-
dom and to widen the availability 
of abortion. As a Democrat he has 
been party to the incessant pursuit 
of religious groups to force them to 
provide contraception. He was part 
of a Democrat regime that followed 
up its award of a Nobel Peace Prize 
by engaging in 6 new wars and 
ending none. He plans to undo the 

Mexico City policy and enable US 
funding of abortion in the poor-
est countries in the world. He will 
restore Title X funding to Planned 
Parenthood. He will likely facilitate 
Kamala Harris continuing pursuit 
of David Daleidan who unveiled 
the PP selling of baby parts. 

The Tablet newspaper writes 
of the “refreshing, life-sustaining 
Catholicism of President-elect Joe 
Biden” in all seriousness, while 
air-brushing how unlife-sustain-
ing his uncatholic positions on 
the unborn child have been for 
decades. For many, including a 
large number of Catholic papers, 
a willingness to suspend engaging 
the policies of Joe Biden and the 
Democrat Party in deference to his 
Nancy Pelosian proclamation of 
pragmatic Catholicism is a rejec-
tion of Catholic ethics. 

However, we can naively remain 
in hope that Joe Biden has played 
a very strategic long-game in order 
to position himself as the most 
powerful man in the world before 
unveiling a true Catholicism to the 
world- reinforcing religious free-
dom, restricting abortion rights, 
promotion of the natural family, 
discarding of divisive identity pol-
itics, enhancing the rule of law 
and so on. Such a means versus 
end would also be contrary to any 
Catholic ethics and thus should not 
be ruled out.  

NEWS FROM STATESIDE

How Catholic is the 2nd 
Catholic President of the 
United States of America?

Joe Biden.
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FR. LOUIS HUGHES OP

In August 1963, 16 year-old Hazel Mul-
len’s dismembered body was found on the 
premises of the Green Tureen Restaurant 

in Harcourt Street, Dublin. She was the only 
daughter of her widowed mother Bridget. 
Her killer was Shan Mohangi, from South 
Africa, a medical student at the nearby Royal 
College of Surgeons. Mohangi was arrested, 
tried and convicted of Hazel’s murder. He 
was sentenced to death. On appeal his con-
viction was reduced to one of manslaughter. 
He was released after 4 years and returned to 
his own country.

In August 1984 Mohangi, now a successful 
businessman, was seeking election to the 
South African parliament. As usually happens 
when someone seeks election to public office, 
his past history came under close scrutiny. 
The death of Hazel Mullen once again was 
in the headlines, both in South Africa and 
Ireland. The Irish Independent interviewed 
Bridget Mullen at the time. 

Mrs. Mullen revealed that soon after 
Hazel’s death she had written a sympathetic 
letter to Mohangi’s parents, and that she 

had even visited Mohangi in prison. She 
explained: “I could not have acted like that 
through my own strength…. The Lord gave 
me grace to forgive Shan almost immediately 
after the discovery that Hazel had been 
killed…. I am a Christian and I believe in the 
forgiveness of sin….”

How is it possible to forgive like that when 
one’s nearest and dearest has been brutally 
snatched away as Hazel Mullen was? We 
know from our own experience how difficult 
it is to forgive those who have caused us to 
suffer very much less than what Bridget 
Mullen went through. We may harbour 
resentments for years and even decades, and 
even reinforce them by talking about them. 
We may feel so embittered towards those who 
have hurt us, that we are unable to forgive or 
be reconciled with them. We cannot bring 
ourselves to be other than angry or resentful. 
Then, our very inability to forgive leaves us 
feeling burdened and unhappy. Is this how 
the disciple Peter felt when he asked this 
question of Jesus? “How often must I forgive 
my brother if he wrongs me? As often as 
seven times?” And how did Jesus answer? 
“Not seven, I tell you, but seventy-seven 
times.” (See Matthew 18.21 – 22)

The truth is that our hurt 
prevents us from forgiving. We 
can find ourselves trapped in the 
snare of an unforgiving spirit. We 
will be unable to forgive as long 
as that hurt keeps on eating into 
us. And we cannot move forward 
until we recognize this, and seek 
healing from the hurt that blocks 
forgiveness. But where can we 
find that healing?

The key to unlocking our capacity to forgive 
is found in Bridget Mullen’s words, “The 
Lord gave me grace to forgive.” This grace 
of forgiveness and the healing that enables 
forgiveness, is to be found in the Lord’s 
Passion. That is where God shows his love 
and his forgiveness of us most powerfully.

Spending time in front of the Blessed 
Sacrament, or alternately, before a crucifix, 
is a key to healing unforgiveness. The 
emphasis here is not so much on ‘praying’, 
as on listening to what the Lord might be 
whispering in the depths of our hearts. 
It means being open to having a sense of 
his unfathomable love for us – shown by 
the suffering he has gone through for us. 
Contemplating Christ’s Passion in this way 
puts our own woundedness into perspective, 

and will lead over time to an easing of the 
hurt that blocks forgiveness. In this way 
we can be brought to forgiving and even to 
loving the person who hurt us.

In the words of Isaiah (53. 5), “On him 
lies a punishment that brings us peace, and 
through his wounds we are healed.” 

Healing Unforgiveness

PHILIP JOYCE

An influenza 
e p i d e m i c , 
the ‘sweat-

ing sickness’, 
brought death to many in England 
of the late 15th and early 16th cen-
turies. Blame was put on Norman 
merceneries of Henry VII landing 
in 1485. The death from the dis-
ease, in 1502, of heir to the throne 
-  Arthur, Prince of Wales - would 
herald dire consequences for the 
Tudor lineage, religious prac-
tice in these islands and relations 
between the Vatican and England. 
Indirectly, Arthur’s passing would 
bring indescribable martrydoms to 
many a religious doorstep.   

Arthur’s younger brother Henry 
Jr. soon realised his revised status 
in English regality on hearing of his 
sibling’s premature demise – and 
this only months after the Arthur’s 
marriage to Catherine, daughter 
of King Ferdinand of Aragon and 
Queen Isabella of Castile. Both 
Catherine and Arthur were borne 
of marriages which had unified 
their respective Catholic countries 
of origin; in Arthur’s and Henry’s 
case, their mother, Elizabeth, of the 
House of York allying with her hus-
band, Henry VII’s opposition Red 
Rose House of Lancaster. 

Little love was lost between 
young Henry and his late brother 
as they had been brought up sep-
erately with even a suggestion of 
Henry being targeted for the prime 
Catholic See of Canterbury! A posi-
tion such as this would have saved 
his avaricious father from dipping 
into the royal fortune which was 

estimated to be approximately 
€450 million in 2020 value! 

The child, Henry, was expected 
to spend much time with his 
mother, immersed in her very 
Catholic ethos and studying liter-
ature, languages and music. Sadly, 

Queen Elizabeth died on Febru-
ary 11th, 1503 following childbirth 
when Henry was just 11. Her ageing 
46-year-old widower king disre-
spectfully suggested to Ferdinand 
that he would marry his distraught 
teenage daughter-in-law, Cathe-

rine, widow of Arthur. This notion 
received an emphatic rejection 
from Spain.

Henry Jr., now Prince of Wales-
in-waiting, was then coached to 
betroth his grieving sister-in-law, 
which he did – four days short of 
his twelfth birthday! The Old Tes-
tament ‘Levitican’ impediment 
to marrying a deceased brother’s 
widow was neatly side-stepped. 
At any rate, Catherine was happy 
to admit that her marriage to 
Arthur was never consummated. It 
would eventually release her from 
a ‘limbo’ of living on borrowed 
money in a foreign country.

With the death of his brother and 
mother, and awaiting his majority, 
Henry came under the strict con-
trol of his progressively ‘bothered’ 
namesake father. During this time 
Catherine’s mother, Isabella, died, 
reducing her daughter’s ‘value’ in 
Spanish nobility. Henry Jr, was, 
as a result, to experience a feat of 
political skulduggery when he was 
obliged to secretly renounce his 
promise to marry Catherine, and 
behind her already forlorn back! 
This to leave open the possibility 
of a more valuable international 
alliance for the Tudors. The covert 
deed primed young Henry for simi-
lar actions in his future life. During 
the time of his father’s direct 
supervision, the Prince of Wales 
engaged in chivalrous sports, such 
as jousting, swordsmanship, stud-
ied monarchy management and 
took an interest in ship-building. 
Henry VII died in April of 1509.

Meanwhile Ferdinand, after a 
few years, had regained the Span-
ish throne, and the marriage 
between his daughter and the new-
ly-crowned King of England was 
sanctified in June, 1509. During the 
following ten years the union real-
ised a daughter, the future Catholic 

Queen ‘Bloody’ Mary, two short-
lived infant sons and still-births.  
Henry and Catherine’s relationship 
cooled!

Practising Catholic ways enthu-
siastically, Henry VIII commenced 
a ‘binge’ of unwise forays into 
France; of throwing small fortunes 
into weeks’-long jousting events 
and reimbursing ill-gotten acquisi-
tions of his late father. His father’s 
fortune evaporated within seven 
years of the new reign! 

Anne Boleyn, a lady-in-wait-
ing at court, turned Henry’s eye 
with a frustrated hope of a healthy 
male heir by her. He ‘moulded’ his 
conscience to divorce Catherine 
with a mixture of literal Biblical 
interpretations, superstition and 
advisors who were either fearful of 
his anger or, like chancellor Car-
dinal Wolsey, anxious to remain 
in his good standing. Henry’s 
attempts at unravelling the com-
plex legal knots of his union with 
Catherine were described as ‘doing 
brain-surgery with a bulldozer’! 

Two brave people who declined 
to back the dissolution of the mar-
riage were his one-time chancellor, 
Sir Thomas More, and Bishop (later 
Cardinal) John Fisher of Roch-
ester, both of whom went to their 
deaths as martyrs and were even-
tually canonised. Many more faced 
the cruellest martyrdom, includ-
ing a 28 year-old Benedictine nun, 
Elizabeth Barton, and Carthusian 
prior, John Houghton.

Thomas Cromwell, who would 
meet his execution for treason 
later, was a main inquisitor for 
the Crown during the 1530s. Many 
English people, high-born and low, 
suffered greatly, directly and indi-
rectly, during this Tudor ‘flu’ era 
– and beyond.

Covid 1485 – the Tudor ‘flu’

Portrait of Henry VIII by Hans Holbein the Younger.
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MARGARET HICKEY

As we approach a very dif-
ferent Christmas this year, 
there are opportunities to 

be found amid the challenges. The 
lockdown has been hard in so many 
ways. The loneliness and separa-
tion, even to the point of people 
dying without the comforting pres-
ence of loved ones, has been cruel. 

So much we would have 
considered unimaginable in our 
21st  Century world has come to 
pass. Unimaginable things follow 
unimaginable things and we adapt. 
Even the comfort of religious 
celebrations has been denied to 
those for whom it was the mainstay 
of life. Those in care homes, 
including the mentally unwell, 
passed the long summer with little 
social contact outside their care 
staff, or seeing the sea even once, 
or in many cases, anything much 
of the great outdoors at all. The toll 
on spiritual, mental and physical 
health has not yet been reckoned 
with. There is only one enemy for 
now, and we are led to believe by 
those best placed to know, that 
no price is too high to pay in the 
struggle to defeat it.

But in other ways, the worst of 
times can also be the best of times. 
Some things we are better without. 
The ubiquitous narcissism of 
celebrity culture has not gone away 
but it has become less visible. The 
likes of Meghan Markle and Greta 
Thunberg have tried their utmost 
to stay relevant but few want to 

hear endless opining from bastions 
of deluded grievance or privilege 
when most people believe the 
world is struggling with clear and 
present danger.  

Despite much vaunted efforts 
to ‘save Christmas’, there is much 
we would be better off tossing out 
now, much that will end up tossed 
out anyway or best forgotten in 
the deflating aftermath of our 
annual spendathon. There is an 
opportunity instead to ‘reclaim 
Christmas’ as the celebration of 
Christ’s entry into our world. And 
an opportunity to restore Advent, a 
season that was largely swallowed 
up in a pre-emptive celebration of 
Christmas itself, even, it must be 
said, by those who understand its 
spiritual significance. 

The quieter times have 
made us more aware 
of the casual stranger, 
who like us is living in 
a dislocated, alienating 
world and whose usual 
avenues to meaning and 
comfort are perhaps often 
even more disrupted 
than ours. There is much 
people of faith can bring 
to others, apart from a 
little more warmth in our 
chance encounters, in 
these fractured times and 
the opportunities should 
be seized with gratitude.  

Despite the restrictions on church 
gatherings, there has been a regular 
stream of people for private prayer 
where churches remain open. It 
shows that, at some level, the ban 
on public Masses and services, 
coupled with the closure of much 
else, has led people to seek out the 
quiet, healing presence within our 
churches. In our country parish 
in Cork, 22,000 electronic devices 
tuned in to Masses during the month 
of October. It was not unusual 
to have 2 thousand connected 
to a single Sunday Mass.  A new 
virtual congregation has gathered 
in homes near and far. The lack of 
the competing distractions of pre-
pandemic Sundays is certainly one 
factor. There is a clear opportunity 
to make Advent and Christmas 

shine in their real meaning during 
this hiatus. There is a call to our 
creativity and spirit of mission. 
Such an opportunity may not come 
again.

Since shops are so little 
frequented these days, we will be 
spared the banality and coarseness 
of ‘Christmas albums’. For many 
years now, the much-loved carols 
that tell the story of Christ’s coming, 
that celebrate it and rejoice in it, 
that have brought alive for children, 
generation after generation, have 
been cast aside in favour of secular, 
often newly released anthems, 
cashing in for their share of the 
season’s splurge. Our children hear 
largely tawdry, trite lyrics that are 
indeed all of a piece with the general 
tawdriness filling shelves and shop 

windows.  This year, our churches 
have a unique opportunity to fill 
the air with carols and hymns and 
lead people through the weeks and 
themes of Advent, whether listeners 
tune-in online or in person.

It is a simple way of using the 
public address systems that most 
churches have these days, and 
bringing afresh the message of 
Christ’s coming in the simplest and 
most appealing way of all to young 
and not-so-young ears.  Carols at 
Christmas were traditionally sung 
or played in homes, as they were 
in shops and public buildings in 
Ireland up to twenty or so years 
ago.  Reviving at least some of 
their rich and varied treasury in 
whatever way we can may revive 
the earliest stirrings of Christian 
hope and joy in many hearts and 
touch little hearts not yet hardened 
by the incessant pounding of 
worldly pieties.

Everyone remembers 
how the singing of Silent 
Night/ Stille Nacht by 
a German soldier in no 
man’s land on Christmas 
Eve 1914 brought 
the world of war to a 
standstill.  Tragically 
briefly, but for one shining 
hour no cannon roared 
and the message of the 
Prince of Peace stirred in 
every heart.

Let us, priests and people, also 
try to bring Christian joy and song 
to the world during another strange 
and challenging Christmas . 

‘Let Earth receive her King, Let 
every heart prepare Him room, 
And heaven and nature sing’.

Eistimis. Canamis.

EILÍS MULROY

The theme of this year’s Pro 
Life Campaign National 
Conference was ‘7,000 Too 

Many’, a reference to the 6,666 
abortions that took place in Ireland 
in 2019 and the 375 abortions on 
women from Ireland who travelled 
to England in the same period. Due 
to Covid restrictions the event was 
live streamed instead on Saturday 
31st October.

Between all the social media 
platforms it was shown on, more 
people actually got to see this year’s 
conference than would typically 
attend it each year in Dublin. So, 
it’s important not to lose sight of 
some of the positives!

Lots of time was spent at the 
conference discussing ways to try 
and reduce Ireland’s spiralling 

abortion rate. The scandal and 
fact that there are no counselling 
services with State backing offering 
positive alternatives to abortion 
was also touched on.

Not only is there no State support 
for positive alternatives to abortion, 
there is militant opposition – 
militant is the appropriate word 
in the circumstances – to the very 
notion that women contemplating 
abortion should be informed about 
alternatives to abortion before 
going through with the procedure. 

As mentioned at the conference, 
we have to fight and fight hard 
for all those women who say “if 
only one person had told me that 
they’d be there for me and that I 
didn’t have to go through with the 
abortion, I’d have kept my baby.” 
That’s what so many women say, 
it’s something we come across all 
the time and it’s heart-breaking. 

If there’s one take away from this 
discussion, it should be that we 
all commit to working tirelessly to 
guarantee the right of counselling 
agencies to exist and not be 
smeared and undermined.

There were many excellent 
contributors to this year’s 
conference, including Rachel 
MacKenzie who shared her 
personal story with Wendy Grace 
about the two abortions she had 
and what motivates her today to 
assist the pro-life movement. She 
talked about the closure earlier 
this year of Calthorpe clinic in 
Birmingham (England’s oldest 
abortion clinic) and how the 
prayers and efforts of peaceful 
pro-life activists brought this day 
about.

Carla Lockhart MP, the new 
DUP member of parliament from 
Northern Ireland also spoke at the 

conference and talked to Wendy 
Grace about what motivates her 
to speak up for life and her hopes 
for the future of the pro-life 
movement. It was so encouraging 
to hear Carla speak along with TDs 
Mattie McGrath, Carol Nolan and 
Peadar Tóibín and Senators Rónán 
Mullen and Sharon Keogan. The 
Conference was also addressed by 
Bishop Kevin Doran who heads 
up the Council For Life and Pastor 
Nick Park of the Evangelical 
Alliance of Ireland about how faith 
informs work on social justice 
issues including pro-life activism.

Keynote speaker Ryan 
Bomberger shared his phenomenal 
personal story and as an African 
American talked about the 
origins of Planned Parenthood, 
an organisation and industry he 
describes as the “very definition 
of systemic racism” in the 
United States. He cited the 
horrifying statistic that 79% of 
abortion clinics in the US are 
located in predominantly black 
neighbourhoods and how in New 
York City more black babies are 
aborted than born alive.

He talked about how his wife 

Bethany as a single mum was 
pressured to abort her eldest 
daughter Radiance. He said 
Bethany’s fellow teachers in 
the school she taught told her 
it would be impossible to reach 
her goals in life if she didn’t have 
an abortion. But Ryan said she 
rejected the pressure and chose to 
be stronger and “that little girl is 
actually the reason for the name 
of our organisation the Radiance 
Foundation. Her name is Radiance 
my oldest daughter, whom I 
adopted when she was five years 
old.”

Referring to the struggle every 
pro-life volunteer faces, he said: 
“Who cares if you’re the only one 
standing, who cares if you’re the 
only one speaking? Courage does 
not need a crowd it just needs 
conviction.” He said things will 
eventually turn back in a pro-life 
direction provided we stay active.

The Pro Life Campaign National 
Conference 2020 can be watched 
back in full on www.facebook.
com/prolifecampaignireland

Eilís Mulroy is a spokesperson 
for the Pro Life Campaign.

Christmas 2020: 
A time to reclaim the celebration

“Courage doesn’t need a crowd, it just 
needs conviction”, keynote speaker 
tells PLC National Conference

100th anniversary of Silent Night depicted in Germany in 1918.
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FA I T H  A G E N D A

Modern society takes it for 
granted that separation of 
the State from the Church 

or religion is a good thing. But that 
ignores what happens next, espe-
cially what limits might be put on 
State power.

The idea of different roles for 
state and religion is rooted in 
Christ’s teaching about God and 
Caesar - it certainly did not come 
from the Roman Empire, where 
paganism was the state religion.

Catholic teaching on faith as 
a free personal act also played a 
part, along with the many histori-
cal struggles by the Church to limit 
state interference in its life and 
mission.

But over the past 500 years 
authors like Machiavelli, Descartes, 
Hobbes, Bacon and their followers 
gave the “separation” notion a new 
twist, leading to today’s secularist 
state ideology.

Liberals or secularists now want 
religion to be privatised, excluded 

from the public sphere and allowed 
to make no contribution to the 
good of society. Many are allergic 
to Christianity, especially to the 
Catholic Church.

This mentality, however, ignores 
a crucial issue for modern society: 
with religion excluded, what ide-
ology or vision of life is to take its 
place?

The political and media failure or 
refusal to face this issue means it 
goes unnoticed by the public, much 
to the advantage of the powerful in 
our society.

JUSTICE
Every society, for example, needs 

some notion of justice, what it 
requires and what binding force 
its demands might have. Is justice 
to be grounded in reason or in the 
interests of the rich and the strong?

And who gets to decide what 
reasonable is? How much, for 
example, may be taken in taxation? 
How should taxes be spent? May 

they be spent to advance today’s 
anti-Christian state ideology? 

Should there be a minimum 
wage? Should government care 
about the poor, or serve the inter-
ests of the rich? Is it alright to 
ignore the wishes of the weak? 

Is it reasonable to appoint to 
the Supreme Court a person who 
thinks unborn children are not 
entitled to fundamental justice? 
May voters deny the right to life 
of a section of society - Jews, the 
elderly, underage babies?

Should parents be free to educate 
their children as they think best? 
Should the state have any role in 
this? What is the purpose of educa-
tion? Who decides its content? 

Every state has an ideology, even 
if it won’t admit it. And behind all 
these issues there lies a more fun-
damental layer of questions. 

Are people responsible for their 
actions? Are they free? Can they 
tell good from evil? Who decides 
what is evil?

CHEMICAL SCUM
Secularists in particular, with 

their view of human beings as just 
meat on legs, what Stephen Hawk-
ing called “chemical scum”, need 
to tell us if freedom is real or an 
illusion.

How do these liberals account 
for responsibility if human beings 

are soulless? Is freedom as impor-
tant as they think it is? Is it more 
important, given that salvation is 
the issue ultimately at stake?

Our society turns a blind eye to 
these questions and many others 
like them. But no society can thrive 
for long like this, avoiding the 
major issues, having no clue what 
it is about.

And we haven’t even mentioned 
yet the biggest issues for any society 
- what it is to be human, where we 
may find fulfilment and happiness, 
what grounds there are for hope, 
what we can know about God.

What is the role of the Catholic 
Church in today’s society? 

Part of the Church’s mission is to 
raise, and keep raising, these funda-
mental issues at every opportunity 
and to compel society to face them. 

It needs to expose the liberal 
state ideology for what it is, a 
pseudo-religion, a despair-engen-
dering, brutal, anti-Christian hoax 
that pretends to be religiously neu-
tral while serving the interests of 
the powerful. Are church leaders 
fulfilling this responsibility?

A political hoax that serves the powerful

Thomas Hobbes by  
John Michael Wright.

English writer Niall Gooch, 
has proposed that UK MPs 
be rounded up once a week 

and marched into a religious ser-
vice in Westminster Abbey. This 
he argued would help restore 
national unity and reconciliation 
after Brexit.

Writing for the website Unherd, 
he wanted a central feature of the 
service to be “an old-fashioned 
full-blooded confession of sin, 
with lots of kneeling.”

Carefully chosen Scripture read-
ings would focus attention on 
“the universality of the Fall, the 
inevitability of judgment and the 
dangers of power.” 

Gooch had little time for cool 
worship services “that have been 
cackhandedly modernised by 
well-meaning barbarians.”

But formal Christian liturgies 
“regularly confront the churchgoer 
with three absolutely fundamental 
truths of the human condition: 
our sinfulness, the certainty of our 
death, and the universal need for 
mercy and forgiveness.”

The writer was being “a bit face-
tious”, but insisted that getting the 
elites back into church would help 

heal the divides in society and the 
political, cultural and social polar-
isation.

As a Catholic, he observed that 
worship is a great leveller. And it 
creates unity in diversity since “a 
great thing about church is that 
you don’t get to choose who is 
there with you.”

Beside you at Mass you may have 
a fiery Marxist or a staid Tory; a 
repentant murderer or a blame-
less widow; an immigrant recently 
arrived at Heathrow or the second 

son of a Duke whose family came 
over with the Conqueror; a brilliant 
intellectual or a person with pro-
found learning difficulties.

FORGIVENESS
All pray the same prayers and 

all ask forgiveness not just from 
God but also “from you my broth-
ers and sisters.” Non-churchgoers 
might think that all this sounded 
excessive or gloomy. “But it’s not 
really,” said Gooch. “It’s an honest 
reckoning with the extent of our 
wrong-doing and the depth and 
persistence of our imperfections.”

Politicians in particular need 
to be aware of their tempta-
tions and flaws and the effect 
power can have. So, “having 
some humility thrust upon you 
is no bad thing.” As the Roman 
Emperor Theodosius, a Catholic, 
discovered in 390 AD.

In one of the great moments 
of Western history St Ambrose 
confronted the emperor over 
a massacre he had ordered his 
troops to carry out. Ambrose 
barred him from Milan cathedral 
and holy Mass for months, until he 
repented.

“It is a fantastic example of the 
Church standing up to worldly 
might,” said Gooch. “One might 
wish Ambrose’s example had 
been followed more consistently 
by bishops in later eras.” Indeed, 
including in our own time.

Should politicians be 
obliged to go to church?

Westminster Abbey.

The trial earlier this year of US 
film director Harvey Wein-
stein produced a lot of ugly 

evidence. Though the outcome 
was ultimately different, the insa-
tiable desire to judge before due 
process was carried out was not 
dissimilar to the media demonisa-
tion of Cardinal Pell.

Even before the cases came to 
court, and based on media reports, 
vast numbers of people had 
decided one way or another about 
Weinstein and Cardinal - guilty. 
We now call this, “trial by media”.

Society, of course, should not 
allow a person to go unpunished 
for a crime he committed, just 
because he is wealthy or powerful. 
That would be unjust.

On the other hand, a person is 
innocent until shown to be guilty. 
The purpose of this principle is to 
ensure that an innocent person is 
not punished or does not unjustly 
suffer for a crime he or she did not 
commit. While Weinstein was ulti-
mately found guilty, Cardinal Pell 
suffered false imprisonment before 
justice ran its course.

Upholding both these principles 
is frequently impossible in prac-
tice: either a guilty person goes 

unpunished or an innocent person 
is unjustly punished.

So, in general, which should we 
put first, protecting the innocent 
or ensuring the wrongdoer is 
punished? 

This kind of question can arise 
in almost any kind of community: 
a family, a sports club, the Church, 
the state.

The situation becomes even 
more difficult if the accused might 
be a danger to other people, or if 
the authorities are more interested 
in protecting themselves, rather 
than in doing what is just.

It really boils down to the ques-
tion: may we do evil to achieve some 
good or must we always do what is 
good and just, whatever the cost?

Innocent until proven guilty - 
what does justice demand?

Cardinal George Pell.

The EU Commission recently 
issued a report on the state of 
democracy, justice and media 

freedom in its member states. That 
countries be governed by the “rule 
of law” is a key notion in the report.

The Commission’s Vera Jourova 
told the media: “Democracy, rule of 
law and fundamental rights are the 

foundations on which everything 
else is based in our union.”

This is nonsense. Worse, it is a 
cover-up for the massive abuse of 
power by the strong and rich to 
serve their own interests, both in 
the EU itself and in member states, 
including Ireland.

It is the powerful, for exam-

ple, who decide what is or is not 
a “fundamental right”, and who 
will enjoy these “rights”. Which is 
tough on Christians in China and 
unborn babies in Ireland. 

And how did the “rule of law” 
work in the slave-owning US or in 
Nazi Germany?

When any outfit refuses to rec-

ognise an objective moral order 
based on God’s law, then its talk 
about “values”, “fundamental 
rights”, “judicial independence”, 
media freedom and “rule of law” is 
a sham.

Without a solid foundation all 
these simply express the will of 
the powerful. And since the global 
media are part of the swamp, they 
do nothing to expose the real abuse 
of power it hides.

Report hides EU ‘fundamental rights’ sham

Vera Jourova.
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W O R D S  O F  W I S D O M

FR. COLM MANNION, O.P.

In 1956 C. S. Lewis published 
a novel entitled ‘Till we have 
Faces’. Based on Greek mythol-

ogy, the novel is a retelling of the 
ancient story of Cupid and Psyche. 
Although the book never gained 
the popularity of, say for exam-
ple, ‘The Chronicles of Narnia’, 
Lewis believed that ‘Till we have 
Faces’ was his “greatest and most 
accomplished work”. This view was 
seconded by his close friend and 
fellow writer, J.R.R. Tolkien. There 
is one thing about the book that I 
really like, and that’s simply the 
title: ‘Till we have Faces’.

The face has always been 
understood to be that which reveals 
a person’s identity. It’s very hard 
to recognise someone when all you 
can see is the back of their head, but 
there’s no mistaking a friend when 
you see them face to face. What’s 
more, if you’re really attentive, 
you can tell a lot about someone’s 
personality by taking a close look at 
their face. Of course we’d all like to 
think that we would never judge a 
person simply by appearances, but 
that’s not true. We do this all the 
time, instinctively, perhaps without 
even knowing it. 

So how did C. S. Lewis come up 
with the title ‘Till we have Faces’ ? 
It seems a strange name for a book, 
even for a book based on Greek 
mythology. It begs the question, 
could there be a time when we don’t 
have faces? In a way, Yes. Lewis, as 
a devout Christian, understood that 
it’s only ‘in Christ’ that we find our 
true identity. In coming to know 
Jesus, we not only enter into the 
mystery of God; we also come to 
understand the mystery of ourselves. 

Our ‘true face’, as it were, 
will be revealed when 
we stand before the Lord 
face to face. In the mean-
time, all the choices we 
make in this life - all the 
moral decisions big and 
small - are a preparation 

for that day when Jesus 
returns. Will we be like the 
5 bridesmaids in a recent 
Sunday’s Gospel who were 
ready? Or will we be like 
the 5 who were told, ‘Go 
away, I do not know you’?

These are harsh words we hear 
said by Jesus in the parable of the 
10 bridesmaids. It’s frightening to 
think that we could stand before 
the God who created us and He 
would ‘not know’ us. What then 
could so distort our ‘face’ that on 
the day of judgement we would 
be unrecognisable even to our 
Heavenly Father? Well, the obvious 
answer is sin. Every sin we commit 
is not only an offense against God; 
sin also distorts our own identity. 
The more we allow ourselves to 
be deceived by sin, the harder it 
becomes to see our face reflected. 

But as well as the obvious 
temptation to sin, there 
is another force lurking 
within the depths of every 
human soul: a force, if 
we’re not careful, can 
also deviate us from 
the right path. And that 
is Fear. First of all, let 
me clarify that fear in of 
itself is not necessarily 
a bad thing. Life is good, 
and we have a natural 
instinct to preserve it. 
Fear is triggered whenever 
we’re confronted with a 
potential threat to our 
safety and wellbeing. But 
like all human emotions, 
fear can sometimes get 
the better of us. We need 
to keep it in check.

Take for example the current 
pandemic and subsequent 
lockdowns. Now, I don’t for a second 
deny the reality of the coronavirus. 

Our thoughts and prayers are with 
all who have suffered or died as a 
result of the virus. Especially this 
month of November we remember 
to pray for those who have died, 
particularly within the past year. 
We certainly should do all within 
reason to curtail the spread of the 
virus. But that’s the problem: we 
no longer ask what’s within reason. 
Instead, we allow fear to dominate 
– if not fear of the virus itself, then 
fear of calling out the hypocrisy 
within the government lockdowns. 
We know that the virus is deadly, 
particularly for people over 70 
with pre-existing conditions. 
But we’ve also learned over the 
months that this virus, thankfully, 
is not as dangerous to the general 
public as we initially believed. If 
you are under the age of 50 and in 

reasonably good health, you have 
little to fear. But instead of finding 
a solution in due proportion to the 
threat of the virus, we continue to 
live in an atmosphere of fear.

We were told back in 
March that we had to 
lockdown for just 15 
days in order to flatten 
the curve. Eight months 
later we hear little about 
‘the curve’ but have to 
wait indefinitely until….
well, nobody seems to 
know. In the meantime, we 
accepted the governments 
interference with our right 
to worship God. People 

have lost their businesses, 
alcohol and drug addiction 
is on the rise, not to 
mention the tragic number 
of suicides. We are slowly 
becoming a lifeless 
society, a society quite 
literally without a face.

In this country we used to believe 
that the stranger was simply a 
friend you haven’t met yet. Now we 
see the stranger as a potential ‘bag 
of germs’ who could infect you if 
they come within 2 meters of your 
safe space. I haven’t lost hope for 
the soul of our country, but I think 
it’s time we start putting things 
back into proper perspective. 

The people with power in 
this world know full well how 
to manipulate fear to their 
advantage. The Church, on the 
other hand, proclaims a message 
of hope. This is not a false hope 
that simply says “trust in God 
and everything will be fine”. No. 
Christianity recognises that there 
are many things in the world - 
including viruses - that we should 
rightly be concerned about. Christ 
doesn’t ask us to turn a blind eye 
to our fears, but to face them 
with courage. In an age gone wild 
with emotions, maybe it’s time 
we started to talk again about 
the virtues. St. Thomas Aquinas 
maintained that the essential 
virtue was that of prudence, i.e. the 
ability to make good judgements 
and act accordingly. The two 
cardinal virtues of prudence and 
fortitude always go hand in hand. 

By all means wear a mask in 
public if you believe it is the 
wise thing to do. I’m not going 
to encourage anyone to go 
against government guidelines if 
they believe they are necessary. 
But don’t be afraid to think for 
yourself : make wise decisions and 
follow through with conviction. 
It’s in living our lives with truth 
and integrity that we come to 
know Christ, and in coming to 
know Christ we discover our true 
face. Keep your lamps lit like 
the sensible bridesmaids and be 
ready to for that day when we 
stand before the Lord and see 
Him face to face. 

Time without a Face

FR. JOSEPH BRIODY

Genesis:  
Part 2

Bruce Vawter observed that there is 
“more authentic information about 
God in the first two chapters of Genesis 

than in all the other words of antiquity put 
together.” What the Jewish Scriptures say 
about God is truly remarkable (God’s Story 
of Creation, 11-12). While the Bible reflects 
the human search for meaning and for God, 
more importantly it expresses God’s revela-
tion. God reveals what he is like, his saving 
plan for the world, and especially for human-

ity. It is an inspired word: it is God who 
speaks.

Scripture was not written as a strictly 
scientific textbook in the modern forensic 
sense, but rather, to persuade people how to 
live well before God and ultimately to point 
the way to eternal blessedness. As a whole, 
the scriptures are offered to us that we might 
know Jesus Christ (John 21:25).  The Second 
Vatican Council recalls that “The books of 
Scripture, firmly, faithfully and without error, 
teach that truth which God, for the sake of 
our salvation, wished to see confided to the 
sacred Scriptures” (Dei Verbum, 11). The 
Bible is a primary source of our knowledge of 
God. Together with the living tradition of the 
Church, it constitutes the Word of God.

The early chapters of Genesis often arise 
in religious conversation or the classroom. 
One question concerns the creation of the 
world in six days. The Hebrew word for day 
(yôm), repeated often in Genesis 1, can mean 
a twenty-four hour day as we understand it 
or it can mean an indeterminate or unspec-
ified period of time. Second Peter 3:8 notes 
that “to the Lord one day is like a thousand 
years and a thousand years is like one day.” 
This is something we will return to.

Another popular question concerns the 
descendants of Cain: where did Cain’s 
descendants come from if Adam and Eve 
were the first human beings?  The text of 
Genesis  takes it for granted that there were 
other people around by the time Cain was 
sent on his way (Gen 4:14-16). Where those 
other people came from doesn’t seem a top 
concern for the author of Genesis—implying 
that his main concern lay elsewhere. 

The Book of Genesis has many genealogies 
or family trees. These explain origins and 
trace roots. These genealogies may have been 
the special interest of priestly writers with an 
interest in genealogy and records, somewhat 
like the person several generations removed 
from the homeland tracing his or her roots 
and carefully arranging the family tree. The 
“generations” in Genesis indicate that God’s 
command to be fruitful and multiply in Gen-
esis 1 was fulfilled. These generations throb 
with the life of the Creator (Xavier Léon-Du-
four). There is a movement from Adam to 
the New Adam, Christ, in whom humanity 
is restored and lifted up. The Bible moves us 
from creation (“In the beginning” [Gen 1:1]) 
to new creation in Christ. It moves from the 
creation of the heavens and the earth in the 
first place to the new heaven and the new 
earth: “Behold, I make all things new . . .!” 
(Rev 21:1, 5).

From Creation to New Creation
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We have just heard in the 
Gospel the message given 
by the angels to the shep-

herds during that Holy Night, a 
message which the Church now 
proclaims to us: “To you is born 
this day in the city of David a Sav-
iour, who is Christ the Lord. And 
this will be a sign for you: you will 
find a babe wrapped in swaddling 
clothes and lying in a manger” 
(Lk 2:11-12). Nothing miraculous, 
nothing extraordinary, nothing 
magnificent is given to the shep-
herds as a sign. All they will see 
is a child wrapped in swaddling 
clothes, one who, like all children, 
needs a mother’s care; a child born 
in a stable, who therefore lies not 
in a cradle but in a manger. God 
’s sign is the baby in need of help 
and in poverty. Only in their hearts 
will the shepherds be able to see 
that this baby fulfils the promise of 
the prophet Isaiah, which we heard 
in the first reading: “For to us a 
child is born, to us a son is given; 
and the government will be upon 
his shoulder” (Is 9:5). Exactly the 
same sign has been given to us. We 
too are invited by the angel of God, 
through the message of the Gospel, 

to set out in our hearts to see the 
child lying in the manger.

God’s sign is simplicity. 
God’s sign is the baby. 
God’s sign is that he 
makes himself small 
for us. This is how he 
reigns. He does not come 
with power and outward 
splendour. He comes as 
a baby – defenceless 
and in need of our help. 
He does not want to 
overwhelm us with his 
strength. He takes away 
our fear of his greatness. 
He asks for our love: so 
he makes himself a child.

He wants nothing other from us 
than our love, through which we 
spontaneously learn to enter into 
his feelings, his thoughts and his 
will – we learn to live with him and 
to practise with him that humil-
ity of renunciation that belongs to 
the very essence of love. God made 
himself small so that we could 

understand him, welcome him, and 
love him. The Fathers of the Church, 
in their Greek translation of the Old 
Testament, found a passage from 
the prophet Isaiah that Paul also 
quotes in order to show how God’s 
new ways had already been fore-
told in the Old Testament. There we 
read: “God made his Word short, 
he abbreviated it” (Is 10:23; Rom 
9:28). The Fathers interpreted this 
in two ways. The Son himself is the 
Word, the Logos; the eternal Word 
became small – small enough to fit 
into a manger. He became a child, 
so that the Word could be grasped 
by us. In this way God teaches us 
to love the little ones. In this way 
he teaches us to love the weak. In 
this way he teaches us respect for 
children. The child of Bethlehem 

directs our gaze towards all chil-
dren who suffer and are abused in 
the world, the born and the unborn. 
Towards children who are placed as 
soldiers in a violent world; towards 
children who have to beg; towards 
children who suffer deprivation and 
hunger; towards children who are 
unloved …

And so we come to the second 
meaning that the Fathers saw in the 
phrase: “God made his Word short”. 
The Word which God speaks to us 
in Sacred Scripture had become 
long in the course of the centuries. 
It became long and complex, not 
just for the simple and unlettered, 
but even more so for those versed 
in Sacred Scripture, for the experts 
who evidently became entangled in 
details and in particular problems, 
almost to the extent of losing an 
overall perspective. 

Jesus “abbreviated” the 
Word – he showed us 
once more its deeper 
simplicity and unity. 
Everything taught by the 
Law and the Prophets 
is summed up – he 
says – in the command: 
“You shall love the 
Lord your God with all 
your heart, and with all 
your soul, and with all 
your mind… You shall 
love your neighbour as 

yourself” (Mt 22:37-40). 
This is everything – the 
whole faith is contained 
in this one act of love 
which embraces God and 
humanity.

Yet now further questions arise: 
how are we to love God with all our 
mind, when our intellect can barely 
reach him? How are we to love him 
with all our heart and soul, when 
our heart can only catch a glimpse 
of him from afar, when there are so 
many contradictions in the world 
that would hide his face from us? 
This is where the two ways in which 
God has “abbreviated” his Word 
come together. He is no longer dis-
tant. He is no longer unknown. He 
is no longer beyond the reach of our 
heart. He has become a child for us, 
and in so doing he has dispelled all 
doubt. He has become our neigh-
bour, restoring in this way the 
image of man, whom we often find 
so hard to love. For us, God has 
become a gift. He has given him-
self. He has entered time for us. 
He who is the Eternal One, above 
time, he has assumed our time and 
raised it to himself on high. 

Homily of Pope Benedict XVI, 
Midnight Mass, Saint Peter’s 
Basilica, Sunday, 24 December 
2006

© Copyright 2006 - Libreria 
Editrice Vaticana

JIM STACK

In January 2019, at the very begin-
ning of the new abortion regime 
here in Ireland, a letter was pub-

lished in the Irish Independent from 
a GP, pointing out major incon-
sistencies in the state’s approach 
to the matter. A significant part of 
that letter (Opinion, Independent.
ie, 2.1.2019) is concerned with the 
illogicality of the state providing a 
free abortion service while continu-
ing to charge the majority of women 
for contraception. 

The implication here is that 
freely available contraception will 
somehow remove, or at least sub-
stantially reduce, the demand for 
abortions. But the best way to do 
that is, and always has been, for 
parents to raise their children to 
value chastity and self-control, 
and for schools, and society gener-
ally, to reinforce this message. Free 
or cheap contraception, in con-
trast, can only encourage sexual 
promiscuity, which may increase 
unwanted pregnancies. 

In Switzerland, for example, 
they have followed such a policy 
for decades, including provision of 
morning-after pills (surely much the 
same thing as abortion?) and exten-
sive sex education in schools. After 
more than twenty years of these 

policies, the official abortion rates 
in Switzerland have indeed steadily 
reduced year on year, but (a)births 
prevented by 100,000 morning-af-
ter pills a year there (the figure 
comes from Wikipedia) do not fea-
ture in these abortion figures, and 
(b) in 2018, the Swiss abortion ratio 
(abortions per 1,000 live births) still 
stood at 119.1, higher than the Irish 
ratio of 117.8 for 2019.

I have reservations, therefore, 
about contraception as a solution to 
abortion numbers, but I agree with 
this GP that funding abortion and 
not contraception is illogical. And 
I agree wholeheartedly with him 
on the illogicality of GP payments 
under the new regime. He writes: 

“The fee to be paid to 
a doctor for a medical 
termination conducted 
over three to four visits is 
€450, whist the fee paid 
for the management of a 
pregnancy over eight to 
ten visits is circa €250. 
This means that a GP is 
paid circa €110 per visit 
to terminate a pregnancy, 
whilst he/she is paid 
circa €25 per visit, to 
manage a pregnancy.”

It is manifestly absurd that a GP is 
paid more for one abortion-related 
visit than for four pregnancy-re-
lated visits - unless it is the state’s 
position that an abortion is some-
how of more value to the state than 
a birth. In that case, the current pay-
ment system makes perfect sense, 
as does the legal requirement, on 
conscientious objectors to abor-
tion, to direct patients to GP’s who 
will perform abortions, but no legal 
requirement on abortion providers 
to direct patients to organisations 
offering adoption services or other 
alternatives to abortion.

Leaving aside all arguments 
based on the immorality of abor-
tion, because the state clearly is in 
no mood to listen, what the state is 
doing here, intentionally or inad-
vertently, is encouraging abortions 
over births, and this flies in the face 
of economic reason.  

In developed countries 
like Ireland, with low 
infant mortality rates, a 
total fertility rate (TFR) of 
about 2.1 is sufficient for 
the population to replace 
itself. In the 2016 Irish 
census, according to the 
CSO, the TFR was below 
this, at 1.8 – and was 
also estimated at 1.8 for 
2017 and 2018. In 2019, 
the first year of legalised 
abortion here, it fell to 
1.7. What the state has 
done with its abortion 
regime, therefore, is to 
exacerbate an already 
declining birth rate.

There is something about abor-
tion that stultifies the minds of 
otherwise intelligent people. For 
example, people here voted for 
abortion as a women’s health issue 
without asking what maternal 
medical conditions, exactly, would 
reduce in prevalence once abortion 
was legalised. People convinced 
themselves that abortion num-
bers would reduce, rather than 
increase, when abortion was legal-
ised. People ignored the numerous 
studies from abroad showing that 
maternal mental health problems 
increase in prevalence and severity 
following abortions. 

It is not, I hope, elitist to say 
that people need guidance on this 

matter. What worries me greatly 
about Ireland is that the main-
stream media here are doing little 
or nothing to educate people about 
the realities of abortion. Numerous 
similar articles, which I have sub-
mitted to these outlets in the past, 
have all been ignored - every last 
one of them, probably more than a 
dozen in total. 

So, for example, come 2021, when 
our abortion legislation is due to be 
reviewed, the likelihood is that the 
one real safeguard in the current 
legislation will be removed, the 
three-day waiting period. There is 
evidence that this provision saved 
about 900 lives in 2019, because 
that number of women went for a 
first consultation with their GP in 
2019, but did not proceed beyond 
that. (Reply to parliamentary ques-
tion from Carol Nolan TD). But 
hardly anyone among the general 
public is aware of this, because the 
mainstream media did not report it 
when the information became avail-
able. And they are equally unaware 
of most post-abortion problems 
here, as the media have been careful 
not to pursue these at all.

To sum up: questions of moral-
ity aside, we have an illogical 
abortion regime which is socially 
and economically damaging, but 
our media seem intent on preserv-
ing it from scrutiny or criticism. 
In consequence, any changes to 
it, which occur in 2021, will likely 
be such as to make it even more 
illogical, and even more damaging 
than it is at present.  

For to us a child is born
MONTHLY  Meditations

Nativity at Night by Geertgen 
tot Sint Jans, c. 1490

Abortion protest sign on North 
Table Mountain outside Denver.

The Irish abortion regime: illogical, damaging, 
and the darling of the mainstream media

Photo: Rachel Troyer.
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Online Mass is grand… isn’t it?

Watching online commentary 
on various discussion boards 
about the need for faith-

ful adherents to the Church to attend 
in-person public worship is enlighten-
ing and disturbing at the same time. 
All too often there is a standard refrain 
from many ‘You can watch Mass online. That’s fine’. Or 
from others ‘I am perfectly happy to watch Mass on the 
internet’. It reminded me a the Gospel story where the 
woman seeking healing touched Jesus’ garment and was 
healed. If she had touched someone else’s garment would 
she have been healed? Even with the best will for healing, 
it was the physical act of touching what Jesus was wear-
ing that was the clincher. We are incarnate beings. Jesus 
became incarnate. The institution of the Eucharist was a 
physical encounter. The religious encounter is not a vir-
tual one. The Lord did not ask us to say ‘My’ Father, we say 
‘Our Father’. The Faith is communal and not individualis-
tic. We are called to be present. To give witness to the faith 
to each other. We are called to receive the Body and Blood 
of Jesus Christ physically. This is why Spiritual Commun-
ion is a substitute not a replacement. Communion is to the 
Faith what Lionel Messi is to Barcelona football team, and 
Spiritual Communion is when Bojan had to fill in for him 
when we was injured– to take a very poor analogy. 

Everyone has free speech – but free 
speech has consequences if you use it!

Sticking with online social 
media browsing. An increas-
ingly loud trope that is 

repeated these days is that ‘Every-
one has free speech, but free 
speech has consequences’. Think 
about that for a while. It is used 
in response to complaints when 
the cancel culture mob come banging on the door of who-
ever has the temerity to say something that is anti-woke. 
If that is the standard, then North Korea has free speech. 
It’s consequences are prison camps. The Soviet Union had 
free speech. It’s consequences were the Gulags. If that is 
the logic, there is never any restrictions on free speech. 
Only different consequences. Of course, those that use 
these tired manipulations are simply illustrating their sup-
port for the deplatforming, the threats to the livelihoods, 
jobs, freedom etc of those they disagree with. Rather than 
engaging in argumentation they prefer to see the weight 
of the law thrown at people who have different opinions 
to themselves. And this is where we are going with Fianna 
Fail’s proposed new hate crime laws that enshrine free 
speech in the consequences of criminal convictions. 

Delay Christmas until January. 
Have breakfast for dinner. 

A  health expert has urged that we delay Christmas 
until January in order to crush coronavirus once 
and for all. Dr Tómas Ryan, Associate Professor in 

the School of Biochemistry and Immunology at Trinity 
College, also made the suggestion so that the people of Ire-
land can celebrate the holiday properly. “One way of doing 
this would be to delay Christmas until the end of January 
and have a real Christmas and a real party then.” It says it 
all really. And we may as well have wedding anniversaries 
on birthdays. Maybe we can celebrate the 100th anniver-
sary of the Easter Rising in 2022 as well, just because. Or 
have breakfast at dinner time. But don’t actually eat any-
thing. Maybe have a shower and call it breakfast. In all 
seriousness, a ‘real Christmas’ when it is not Christmas? 
And a ‘real party’ for Christmas. This is what Ireland has 
become. Irreligious. Secular. Nonsensical’. 

SCRAPS
DEREK RYAN C O L U M N

scrapscolumn@gmail.com

FA I T H  A N D  R E A S O N

DR. PAUL DELANEY

Last month’s article described 
why Dr Steven Collins thinks Tall 
el-Hammam, north of the Dead 

Sea, is the most likely site for Sodom.
Buried there is a very large Middle 

Bronze Age city – the time of Abraham 
and Lot – at 100 acres in the top 1 per 
cent of the area’s largest Bronze Age 
cities. It had as many as 25,000 inhab-
itants, a 12 feet thick city wall up to 35 
feet high, and a colossal smooth-faced 
mudbrick rampart sloping 35 degrees 
away from the wall’s outer face for up 
to 150 feet. 

Digging down, they found a Middle 
Bronze Age destruction layer of ash and 
rubble carbon-dated to 1700±50 BC. 
Above this was Iron Age 2 (about 10th 
century BC), skipping 600-700 years 
of the Late Bronze Age or Iron Age 1. 
This Late Bronze gap is odd as cities 
on crossing trade routes with abun-
dant water and arable land were almost 
always rebuilt after catastrophe.

Pottery shards were excavated which 
an intense heat had turned one side into 
a greenish glass-like surface.  The heat 
was at least 4,000°C, far higher than 
man could make then. It was also brief, 
stopping before the whole shard became 
a pool of glass on the floor. The shards 
matched well to trinitite, the melted 
surface material left by the first atomic 
bomb test on the sands of New Mexico.

The destructive blast also seems 
directional, coming from the southwest 
(correcting last month’s southeast), 
towards the Dead Sea. 

A possible natural cause is a meteor 
airburst similar to that at Tunguska in 
1908. Other nearby cities show the same 
gap in occupation of 600-700 years. 

But there are many places to exca-
vate around the Dead Sea. In the last 
century its east coast or south were 
favoured. Why did Dr Collins choose 

this spot?
He read Genesis 13 carefully:
Now Abram was very rich in cattle, 

in silver, and in gold. And he journeyed 
on from the Negeb as far as Bethel, to 
the place where his tent had been at the 
beginning, between Bethel and Ai, to 
the place where he had made an altar at 
the first; and there Abram called on the 
name of the LORD. And Lot, who went 
with Abram, also had flocks and herds 
and tents, so that the land could not sup-
port both of them dwelling together… 

Then Abram said to Lot, “Let there 
be no strife between you and me, and 
between your herdsmen and my herds-
men; for we are kinsmen. Is not the 
whole land before you? Separate your-
self from me. If you take the left hand, 
then I will go to the right; or if you take 
the right hand, then I will go to the left.” 
And Lot lifted up his eyes, and saw that 
the Jordan valley was well watered 
everywhere like the garden of the LORD, 
like the land of Egypt, in the direc-
tion of Zoar; this was before the LORD 
destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah. So Lot 
chose for himself all the Jordan valley, 
and Lot journeyed east; … Lot dwelt 
among the cities of the valley and moved 
his tent as far as Sodom.

What can one see if one stands in the 
vicinity of Bethel and Ai, 12-15 miles 
north of Jerusalem? 

The Dead Sea’s south coast is 60-70 
miles away: too far, with a haze over the 
sea which obscures the view, and in any 
case blocked by high mountains on its 
western shore (19th century explorer 
W.M. Thomson).

“well watered … like the land of 
Egypt”: Egypt was well watered because 
of the river Nile. The alluvial plain north 
of the Dead Sea is in a similar situation. 
It is irrigated by the Jordan river which, 
descending south, then empties into 
the Dead Sea.

The word used for “valley” in Genesis 
13 is the Hebrew kikkar, meaning some-
thing round (hear the likeness in our 
“circle”). And the plain north of the Dead 
Sea is strikingly circular on the map.

How accurate is the Bible’s geogra-
phy? Dr Collins:

… if the Bible says that City Y lies 
between Cities X and Z, then that is 
certainly where City Y existed at one 
time. Proof of this: many archaeolog-
ical sites in both Israel and Jordan 
retain their biblical names, and most 
were located and identified from geo-
graphical indicators found in the Bible.

So why did 20th century scholars not 
follow these same clues in Genesis 13?  

It is no secret that many scholars 
have an aversion to using what they 
consider to be “religious” texts when 
doing archaeology. But this “anti-tex-
tual” position is illogical: every 
ancient Near Eastern text—whether 
Egyptian, Sumerian, Babylonian, 
Hittite, Canaanite, Assyrian, Isra-
elite, Greek, Roman, Byzantine, or 
Islamic—carries within it a religious 
perspective and agenda foundational 
to that particular culture. 

Thus, to disqualify a text simply 
because of its “religious” character 
is the epistemological equivalent of 
shooting oneself in the foot before a 
marathon. 

More in Discovering the City of 
Sodom by Collins & Scott and at tallel-
hammam.com

SIOBHAN O’SHAUGHNESSY 

In a recent answer to a parliamentary 
question asked by Carol Nolan TD, 
the Ministers for Justice and Health 

both confirmed that they did not con-
sult with palliative care doctors before 
voting in favour of a euthanasia bill.

The so-called Dying with Dignity 
Bill was introduced to the Dáil by Gino 
Kenny TD on 15th September 2020. In 
a shockingly quick turnaround for an 
opposition party’s Private Member’s 
Bill, it was selected for a second stage 
debate and vote on 7th October. On this 
date the Dáil voted in favour of advanc-
ing the bill to Committee stage by 81 

votes to 71.
Both the Minister for Justice, Helen 

McEntee, and the Minister for Health, 
Stephen Donnelly voted in favour of the 
bill. This was despite opposition to the 
bill from the Irish Palliative Medicine 
Consultants’ Association, the Royal 
College of Physicians in Ireland, and 
the Association for Palliative Medicine 
of Great Britain and Ireland. In addi-
tion, the World Medical Association 
are firmly opposed to euthanasia and 
assisted suicide. 

McEntee and Donnelly later con-
firmed via a parliamentary question 
asked by Carol Nolan TD that neither 
of them met with nor engaged with the 
palliative care consultants who were 
publicly speaking out against this bill. 
It is hoped that this lack of engagement 
will not be replicated going forward as 
the Bill is robustly at Committee stage. 

In other countries where euthanasia 
and assisted suicide has been intro-
duced, the consequences have been 
catastrophic for people with disabilities 
and older people. 

For example, in the Netherlands, 
vulnerable people with psychiatric con-
ditions are permitted to be euthanized. 

Aurelia Brouwers told the BBC News 
about her situation in January 2018, 
“I’m 29 years old and I’ve chosen to be 
voluntarily euthanised. I’ve chosen this 
because I have a lot of mental health 
issues.” Similarly in Belgium, euthana-
sia is an option for people with even mild 
disabilities. In December 2012, deaf 
twin brothers Marc & Eddy Verbessem 
(45) were euthanised after discovering 
that they would soon go blind. Even in 
Oregon, where euthanasia is available in 
supposedly narrow circumstances, the 
number of people who have opted for 
this way to die has increased over ten-
fold, from 16 (1998) to 188 (2019).

It is vital that politicians in Ireland 
take note of the concrete evidence 
regarding what has happened in other 
countries when a regime of euthanasia 
and assisted suicide is introduced. Vul-
nerable people are always put at risk.

Hope Ireland is a coalition of medi-
cal professionals and disability rights 
advocates who are firmly opposed to 
the introduction of euthanasia and 
assisted suicide. For information on 
how to get involved with the campaign 
see www.hopeireland.org 

Finding Sodom (2)

The voices of 
doctors opposed 
to euthanasia and 
assisted suicide 
must be heard 
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C U LT U R E

PÓL Ó MEÁDHRA 

Sagart agus scoláire as Con-
nacht ab ea Naomh Iarlaith, 
ar a dtugtar Iarladh mac Loga. 

Cuimhnítear air mar bhunaithe-
oir scoil mhainistreach Thuama 
agus Ard-Deoise Thuama, a bhfuil 
sé ina phátrún anois. Níl aon saol 
meánaoiseach ann d’ Iarlaith ar 
marthain, ach i measc na bhfoinsí 
dá shaol tá ginealais, mairtíreachtaí, 
Beathaí Naomh Breandán as Cluain 
Fearta , maraon le beathaisnéis eile 
ón 17ú haois.

De réir Ghinealas na hÉire-
ann bhí beirt naomh ann darbh 
ainm Iarlaith: Iarlaith mac Lugh, 
bunaitheoir Thuama, agus Iarlaith 
mac Trian, easpag Ard Mhacha. 
Deirtear gur leis an Conmhaícne 
Iarlaith Thuama, a bhí i gcean-
nas ar an gcuid is mó de pharóiste 

Thuama. Deirtear gur bhain an 
naomh eile leis an Dál Fiatach in 
oirthear Uladh. 

Dhréachtaigh Seán MacColgán, 
manach Proinsiasach, staraí agus 
naomhsheanchaí, cuimhní cinn 
ar an naomh ina shaothar sun-
tasach, Acta Sanctorum Hiberniae 
(1645). Tugann an saothar seo le 
fios go ndearna Iarlaith staidéar 
faoi Naomh Benignus , deisceabal 
Naomh Pádraig, ag a Mhainistir 
i gCill Bheanáin. Ina dhiaidh sin, 
bhunaigh sé a chéad mhainistir ag 
Cluain Fois, in aice an cheantair ina 
bhfuil Tuaim sa lá atá inniu ann. 
Deirtear gur mheall a scoil mhainis-
treach scoláirí ó gach cearn d’Éirinn, 
lena n-áirítear mic léinn mar Naomh 
Breandán as Cluain Fearta agus 
Naomh Colmán as Cluain. 

Tá Iarlaith Thuama le feiceáil go 
hachomair mar dhuine mór le rá i 
saol meánaoiseach Naomh Brean-

dán as Cluain Fearta. Deirtear gur 
thug Brendan cuairt ar Chonnacht 
chun staidéar a dhéanamh faoi Iar-
laith a raibh clú agus cáil air ag an 
am. Lá amháin, nuair a bhí Iarlaith 
ina sheanaois, chomhairligh Brean-
dán dá mheantóir an scoil a fhágáil 
agus imeacht i gcarbad nua-thógtha 
go dtí go mbrisfeadh a dhá seafta 
deiridh, mar gur ann a mbeadh áit 
a aiséirithe agus áit aiséirithe go 
leor daoine eile ina dhiaidh. Mar 
gheall gur thug Iarlaith aithean-
tas do dhiagacht agus eagna níos 
fearr a dhalta Breándán ghlac sé go 
sásta lena chomhairle. Níor thóg a 
thaisteal an-fhada uaidh, mar bhris 
na seaftaí ag Tuaim dá Ghualann, 
ana ghar do Chluain Fois.

Is ann a bhunaigh Naomh Iar-
laith mainistir eile, Scoil Thuama. 
Mar ba dhual do lonnaíochtaí 
luatha in Éirinn, bunaíodh suíom-
hanna reiligiúnacha ar dtús agus 
d’fhás bailte timpeall orthu, mar an 
gceanna , d’fhás Tuaim timpeall na 
mainistreach. Tá roth an charbaid 
mar shiombal araltach an bhaile sa 

lá atá inniu ann.
Deirtear go raibh ról lárnach ag 

Naomh Breándán le bunú Thuama 
agus é ag obair as lámh a chéile le 
Naomh Iarlaith. In aineoinn ról 
an dhá naomh mór le rá seo lena 
bhunú, níor ghnóthaigh Tuama 
stádas cathair naofa Chonnacht 
go dtí an bhliain 1152 ag Sionad 
Cheanannas.

D’éag Iarlaith ar an 26 Nollaig, 
thart ar an mbliain 540 agus é 90 
bliain d’aois. 

Déantar céiliúradh ar á lá 
féile ar an 6ú Meitheamh, cé gur 
déantaí céiliúradh air lá Nollag 
tráth. Tugtar urraim dó ó Eaglais 
Cheartchreidmheach an Oirthir 
agus an Eaglais Chaitliciceach 
Rómhánach araon.

Naomh Iarlaith 

DAVID REYNOLDS

Set over three seasons and a 
total of 53 episodes Keifer 
Sutherland plays the role of 

a President of the United States 
who never should have been. Fol-
lowing a terrorist bombing of the 
Capital Building in Washington, 
the POTUS, vice-President and all 
members of Congress along with 
the 9 Supreme Court Justices are 
killed – except two – the Desig-

nated Survivor, a junior – and 
about to be fired – Secretary of 
Housing and Urban Development, 
Thomas Kirkman. 

Just as the world exits a divisive 
United States election, Designated 
Survivor may not be the series to 
calm any post-election stress dis-
order. If you are a Democrat, the 
easy stereotypes may be soothing 
and reassuring balm to the nerves, 
however if you are a Republican, 
the cheap caricatures are likely to 
make your blood boil. 

Throughout the series, every bad 
guy in government is a Republican, 
and the earnest, well-meaning, 
caring politicians are Democrats. 
If there is any underhand dealing 
being done, it is being done by a 
Republican. If there is someone 
taking the moral high-ground, it is 
a Democrat. Along with this, every 
contentious issue is presented as 
something for a benevolent gov-
ernment to solve for the people 
– gun control, homelessness – with 
the wave of a magic wand. 

The President himself, a reluc-
tant hero, adopts sotto voce  when 
talking to citizens or colleagues 
going through some form of pain or 
difficulty. He is never short of time 
to put his arm around whoever 
needs or to have a face to face with 
someone in trouble. The incessant 

delivery of platitudes is enough to 
make one’s eyes roll like the barrels 
in a slot machine.

Insipid and crippled the sto-
rylines may be, but what is worrying 
is the portrayal of the power of the 
President to do as he wishes in the 
name of ‘good’. Whenever some 
bad politician at home or abroad 
Mr President is able to exert his 
‘powers’ to force the right solution 
as an omnipotent, all-caring leader 
whose quest for happy-ever-after is 
only thwarted by right-wing funda-
mentalists. 

The President, as Designated 
Survivor, is an independent, but 
Democrat in all-but-name. The 
inference is clear though – an inde-
pendent benevolent President is 
exactly what a Democrat pretends 
to be. 

All that said, Designated Survi-
vor is easy watching – but you have 
to switch off your brain. 

ALIVE! FILM REVIEW OF THE MONTH

Designated Survivor 
(ABC, Netflix 2016-2019)

JAMES 
BRADSHAW

Live Not By 
Lies is Rod 
D r e h e r ’ s 

widely-anticipated follow-up to 
The Benedict Option.

While his last work was focused 
on the need for Christians to build 
communities of faith in order 
to sustain themselves within 
post-Christian societies, in ‘Live 
Not By Lies,’ Dreher develops this 
theme further by focusing on the 
widespread persecution which the 
author believes is looming, and 
how Christian dissidents can stand 
firm and resist. 

The book’s title comes directly 

from the title of the essay which 
Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn addressed 
to the Russian people before he 
was deported by the Soviet regime 
in the 1970s. 

In it, Solzhenitsyn denounced 
the lies which underpinned the 
entire Communist system and 
called on his compatriots to resist 
the temptation to join in support-
ing them. 

Here, in different circumstances 
and faced with very different 
opposing forces, Dreher makes a 
similar appeal to his fellow believ-
ers, while comparing Communism 
with the growing ‘soft totalitarian-
ism’ of progressivism. 

Both belief systems are deeply 
hostile to the past, and they each 
feed upon the suffering brought 

about by the atomisation of 
post-Christian societies. 

Both ideologies are determined 
to control all aspects of society and 
to politicise every part of life.

Most importantly of all, modern 
progressives and old-style Com-
munists are united in sharing a 
particularly limited view of freedom 
of religion, and in seeing the Church 

as the last remaining opposition 
which they need to sweep away.

Where Dreher provides the 
reader with the most insightful 
analysis is in his description of 
how modern technology shrinks 
the zone of privacy which previous 
generations enjoyed. 

China still uses the gulag, but in 
most instances, the Chinese gov-
ernment now prefers to rely on 
data collection to operate a “social 
credit system” which rewards com-
pliance and punishes those - like 
dissident Christians - who resist. 

A similar technological approach 
could soon be employed elsewhere, 
meaning that people in what we 
still think of as the ‘free world’ 
could soon be compelled to behave 
in a certain way or to risk the con-
sequences of taking the wrong side.

The latter half of the book 
focuses on harrowing examples of 
anti-Christian persecution under 
Communism, and the heroic exam-
ples of those who withstood this.

Dreher also gives practical advice 
for how families and communities 
can preserve their faith and iden-

tity in spite of great obstacles being 
erected against them.

Dreher praises the role of clas-
sical Christian education, but 
recommends much more besides: 
“[W]e can celebrate festivals, make 
pilgrimages, observe holy-day 
practices, pray litanies, perform 
concerts, hold dances, learn and 
teach traditional cooking - any kind 
of collective deed that connects the 
community with its shared sacred 
and secular history in a living way 
is an act of resistance to an ethos 
that says the past doesn’t matter.” 

This advice about preserving 
our identity by teaching our his-
tory has particular relevance in 
Ireland, where the idea of ‘pro-
gress’ is particularly strong and 
where the past is much-maligned, 
along with Christianity and social 
conservatism. 

This book would be of value to 
any social or cultural observer, and 
for any Christian observing recent 
events and pondering what the 
future may hold in store. 

A L I V E !  B O OK R E V I E W OF T H E  MON T H

‘Live Not By Lies’  
by Rod Dreher

Iarlaith  mar a léirítear i 
bhfuinneog gloine dhaite in 
Ardeaglais Thuama, a dhear 
Richard King i 1961.
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PART 43:  A SPIRITUAL 
JOURNEY AMONG THE POOR

Dorothy Day’s life and work by 
the time the 1960s arrived 
had settled into a regular pat-

tern - although regular is hardly the 
word to describe the chaos which 
often prevailed within that pat-
tern. The people whom she and her 
co-workers served were the inhab-
itants of a kind of pandemonium 
which was the creation of both their 
own tragic shortcomings and the 
callous disregard with which the 
wider world treated them.

But Dorothy consistently 

inspired inhabitants of that wider 
world to come and join her in trying 
to do something for the unfortu-
nate. The story of one of these is 
recounted in the latest biography 
of Dorothy, John Loughery’s Dor-
othy Day - Dissenting Voice of the 
American Century. It is the story 
of Marc Ellis, son of middle-class 
Jewish parents, from the affluent 
Miami suburbs. 

He had heard Dorothy speak at 
his university and decided to put 
his career on hold to join her in New 
York. His teachers were shocked 
but failed to dissuade him. Ellis 
stayed at St. Joseph House for nine 

months, devoting himself to the 
work that had to be done and keep-
ing a diary, which was published by 
the Paulist Press in 1978. A Year at 
the Catholic Worker: A Spiritual 
Journey Among the Poor.

Ellis spent the nine months 
from September 1974 to the fol-
lowing spring in New York, which 
Loughrey describes as “the most 
degraded period of that city’s twen-
tieth-century history”. Ellis’ diary 
graphically presents to the reader 
all the sights, smells, chaos, dan-
gers, irrationality, brutality, - and 
satisfactions - of the house in a 
way that few other chronicles of 
the Catholic Worker movement 
do. You have the odor of people 
who refused to shower, and the 
duties that were involved when it 
was one’s turn to act as house man-
ager for several hours - “taking the 

house” it was known as. 
Taking the house meant, among 

many other things, a willingness to 
accept violence without retaliation, 
defusing and deflecting aggres-
sion, and to be infinitely patient. 
Aggression, emotional and phys-
ical, was omnipresent. New York 
was now one of the most violent 
cities in the world and all of this 
inevitably spilled into St. Joseph’s. 
On a regular basis, one had to con-
front threats, abusive language, 
smashed windows and chairs, fist-
fights, assaults, knives drawn. Life 
on East 1st Street showed the city 
at its worst. 

In one encounter, a volunteer-
ing seminarian was dragged into 
the middle of the street by his hair. 
Ellis himself almost had his jaw 
broken one night in the foyer by a 
deranged resident, was kicked in 

the groin another time, and was 
sexually catcalled by male resi-
dents. Living with all this was the 
price of trying to administer Chris-
tian charity in Pandemonium. 

Yet Ellis stuck it out. That he 
did, Loughrey observes in his 
book, had to do with the fellow 
Workers who were both personally 
centered and steadying for those 
around them. And then there was 
Dorothy. He was taken by the fact 
that she wanted to know his back-
ground, why he was there. He was 
taken by how much she enjoyed 
youthful company. Her belief that 
they were doing exactly what God 
wanted in opening their doors to 
the neediest, most damaged, and 
least grateful of humanity, those 
whom others would gladly cast 
off, was unshakable, and that was 
remarkable to him. 

L I V E S  O F  T H E  S A I N T S 

DOROTHY DAY

I stand before You, 
O Christ, My King
I am held before You, O Christ, My King,
In my mother’s arms and dressed  

in white,
I have joined your Holy family and freed 

from sin,
Keep me safe both day and night.

I have sinned before You, O Christ, My King,
I have fallen miserably in my task,
To obey and love You in all I do,
Your mercy and forgiveness I humbly ask

I kneel before You, O Christ, My King,
Unworthy, yet eager - Your Sacred 

Body, to receive
Feed my soul with this Most Sacred gift,
Stay within me, sustain me, please 

never leave.

I stand before You, O Christ, My King,
As the armoured soldier You want me 

to be,
Anointed with Chrism and bestowed 

with the Spirit,
Courage, conviction and Your truth be 

with me.

I am joined before You, O Christ,  
My King,

In the Blessed union of husband and wife,
Bless us, strengthen us and keep  

us united,
As we, together, start a new chapter  

in life.

I am sick, before You, O Christ, My King,
Please free me from my pain,
Give me the strength and endurance,
To carry this cross for Your  

Almighty gain

I am lying before You, O Christ  
My King,

In the silence, in the still,
My soul has left my earthly body,
As predetermined by Your Holy Will

I stand before You, O Christ, My King,
Have mercy on me, I pray,
Let me enter Your Kingdom of Heaven,
On this, my judgement day.

Catherine Austin - October 2020

ACCOMMODATION

MEDJUGORJE apartment, bright, 
spacious, nice view, all mod cons, 
available to rent. Tel: 07522 706446.

MEDJUGORJE apts to rent. Lifts, 
balconies, kitchen. John 087 149 6338.

MISCELLANEOUS

HEALTH and wellness company requires 
help, flexible hours work from home. Part 
time and full time earnings available, 
email ark@flp.com or phone Anita  
087 062 4108.

DO you suffer from aches and pains? 
Why not call and find out about our 
amazing supplement called Move? 
Phone Anita 087 0624108 or email 
ark@flp.com

PILGRIMAGES

MEDJUGORJE dentist, Dr. Davor 
Planinic. White fillings, porcelain crowns, 
dental implants. High quality work & 
excellent standards. 00387 3665 1889; 
00387 6344 7840. www.dr.planinic.com

RELIGIOUS

HOLYFACE Reparation books, medals, 
& various scapulars. Write to: Michael 
Gormley, 68 Melvin Rd, Terenure,  
Dublin 6W.

THINKING about a vocation? Interested 
in knowing about the Dominican friars? 
Visit www.dominicans.ie

USEFUL SERVICES

ALL unwanted home waste removed. 
Cookers, fridges, beds, suites, wardrobes, 
carpets, etc, removed and disposed of in 
proper manner. No job too small or big. 
Contact Tommy 087 640 6015.

REFACE your kitchen. We change 
kitchen cabinet doors, and worktops. 
Free estimates. Tel: 01 862 4647.

TYPEWRITERS & dictating machines, 
repairs, sales, ribbons, most makes, Tel: 
01 830 9333.

FREE estimates on Southside area, for 
flat roof, patios, and all general work. Tel:  
087 766 5449 or 01 286 9094.

STATUES, ornaments, glass resto-
ration nationwide. Dr. Nicholas von 
Kerckhoff www.atelier-nicholas.com 
Tel: 087 220 3898

CHAINSAWS new and used, log 
splitters, chipper shredders, also 
everything supplied for feeding and 
handling sheep. B. Esmonde Machinery, 
0402 37182. Nationwide Deliveries.

ADOPTION & foster tracing. 
So you want to trace your birth 
mother or father? Family tree 
tracing. 

Help is only a phone call away. 
Tel: 087 216 8883. 24 hrs.  
7 days.

Remember Your 
Loved One with a 
Special Keepsake
• Memorial Cards
• Bookmarks
• Acknowledgement Cards
• Key Rings
• Wallet Cards

memorialcardsireland.ie

Call 053-92 35295
for a catalogue

info@crprint.ie

CLASSIFIEDS
€1 per word; Box No. €3.00 extra

BREDA: 01 404 8187
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ACROSS
1. Give roast beef the elbow? (5)
4.  Instrument from the south has a cutting edge! (5)
9.  Bachelor, not heavy, has disease (6)
11. Sum of money, say, on a horse? (6)
12. Throw out from a dangerous train (4)
13. Actions of French senior journalists (5)
14. It’s not on to finish insult (6)
16. Cut the hedges in County Meath? (4)
18. Low singing fish?! (4)
20. Intend to be average (4)
22. Nothing from the Pfizer organisation (4)
24. Thanks to success I get a South Pacific island (6)
26. Suffer as a dog does? (5)
28. Catches type of gun returning (4)
30. No road I see sounds Scandinavian (6)
32. Acheive during the Regatta International (6)
33. Taking advantage when gun is smashed (5)
34. Small hill sounds as if it’s named after man (5)

DOWN
2. Popeye’s fruit? (5)
3. Short skirt used by trade unions? (4)
5. Meat for bad actor (3)
6. Wrong outer road (5)
7. Remain faithful to wrong idea surrounding bishop (5)
8. Learning room? (5)
10. Thousands of consecrated bread (5)
11. Type of bomb for a cat? (4)
15. Rival during the Heffo era (3)
17. Part of our country’s anger? (3)
19. To move on snow takes a lot of unusual risks (3)
20. Mayo reg. first to become damp (5)
21. Swindle operation leaves a wound (5)
22. Find this metal after last letter to company (4)
23. Note this currency label (5)
25. He starts to provide guns, it hurts (5)
27. Inch along when crop is left (5)
29. To half-enquire about a job... (4)
31. ...in northern pub (3)

SOLUTION TO NOVEMBER CROSSWORD: 
ACROSS: 7. Spring 8. Morsel 10. Extreme 11. Moody 12. Turf  
13. Blond 17. Sound 18. Hemp 22. Twill 23. Servant 24. Flings  
25. Jumper. DOWN: 1. Aspects 2. Oratory 3. Inlet 4. Comment 5. Ascot 
6. Flays 9. Replenish 14. College 15. Revamps 16. Upstart 19. Stuff  
20. Visit 21. Group.

PRIZE CROSSWORD

Solution to ALIVE! St. Mary’s Priory, Tallaght, Dublin 24.

€25 CRYPTIC CLUES: €25 for the first correct entry out  
of the bag. Entries before Wed, 9th December 2020.  
One entry per family. Winner & answers next month. NO. 249

NAME

ADDRESS

 TELEPHONE

✃
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Solutions to August Crossword:
Across: 7. Spring 8. Morsel 10. Extreme
11. Moody 12. Turf 13. Blond 17. Sound
18. Hemp 22. Twill 23. Servant 24. Flings
25. Jumper.

Down: 1. Aspects 2. Oratory 3. Inlet 4.
Comment 5. Ascot 6. Flays 9. Replenish
14. College 15. Revamps 16. Upstart 19.
Stuff 20. Visit 21. Group.
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ACROSS
1. Give roast beef the elbow? (5)
4. Instrument from the south has a cutting edge! (5)
9. Bachelor, not heavy, has disease (6)
11. Sum of money, say, on a horse? (6)
12. Throw out from a dangerous train (4)
13. Actions of French senior journalists (5)
14. It’s not on to finish insult (6)
16. Cut the hedges in County Meath? (4)
18. Low singing fish?! (4)
20. Intend to be average (4)
22. Nothing from the Pfizer organisation (4)
24. Thanks to success I get a South Pacific island (6)
26. Suffer as a dog does? (5)
28. Catches type of gun returning (4)
30. No road I see sounds Scandinavian (6)
32. Acheive during the Regatta International (6)
33. Taking advantage when gun is smashed (5)
34. Small hill sounds as if it’s named after man (5)

DOWN
2. Popeye’s fruit? (5)
3. Short skirt used by trade unions? (4)
5. Meat for bad actor (3)
6. Wrong outer road (5)
7. Remain faithful to wrong idea surrounding bishop (5)
8. Learning room? (5)
10. Thousands of consecrated bread (5)
11. Type of bomb for a cat? (4)
15. Rival during the Heffo era (3)
17. Part of our country’s anger? (3)
19. To move on snow takes a lot of unusual risks (3)
20. Mayo reg. first to become damp (5)
21. Swindle operation leaves a wound (5)
22. Find this metal after last letter to company (4)
23. Note this currency label (5)
25. He starts to provide guns, it hurts (5)
27. Inch along when crop is left (5)
29. To half-enquire about a job... (4)
31. ...in northern pub (3)

KidsKids Corner Corner

NOVEMBER  
CROSSWORD WINNER: 
Gerard Costello, 
Crestwood Ave, 

Ashbourne, Co. Meath

DUMBAG WRITES...  LETTERS FROM A MASTER TO A TRAINEE TEMPTER

Return to ALIVE! St. Mary’s Priory, Tallaght, Dublin 24.

COLOURING COMPETITION - WIN €10 201

NAME

ADDRESS

 AGE

NOVEMBER COLOURING  
COMPETITION WINNER 

Clíona Gallagher,  
River View, Tarmonbarry,  

Co. Roscommon. Age 10.

✃

Dia dhaoibh a pháistí,
The weather has begun to get 

cold and the days have started to 
get shorter.

During this month we prepare 
for Jesus’ birthday too. This time 
of preparation is known as Advent. 
The candles of the Advent Wreath 
act as a symbol of the 4 weeks 
until Jesus’ birth. We also give our 
family gifts at this time of year, as 
did the Three Wise Men when they 
visited baby Jesus in the manger.

They gave their gifts of Gold, 
Frankincense and Myrrh out of 
love and respect for Him, so too did 
God by giving us his son Jesus as 
gift to us so that we may pray, love 
and hope in Him.

Slán go fóill,  Aisling
Did you know? 
(Christmas Fun fact)
The word “Christmas” is derived 
from the Middle English word 
Cristemasse, which comes from 
the Old English Cristes Maesse, a 
phrase which means “Christ’s Mass” 
and was first recorded in 1038.

Can you help the Three Wise 
Men get to the Manger?

Oh Smithers, 

The world has drank our bitter 
poison. Men, scum of the 
earth they are ...  or so soci-

ety is thinking these days. Men, 
bad men, who all need to be put in 
their place. 

Good work eh ... it wasn’t easy 
though. I mean it took decades. 
Between the feminist revolu-
tion and the free love movement 
it really has robbed men of their 
dignity and value., of their God 
given dignity. Men, since there 
dawn of time, have been endowed 
with authority. The authority to 

be leaders, in the home, in the 
Church and in society.

“Wives be subject to your hus-
bands and husbands love your 
wives as Christ loved the church”, 
that terrible book says. 

Women, wives are called by 
God to be subject to the spiritual 
and temporal authority of their 
husbands. And husbands like-
wise are called to love their wives 
as Christ loved the church. It’s 
a double-edged sword. Men are 
expected to die to themselves to 
give life to their marriages and 
women then in turn are expected 
to love honour and obey.  None of 
that rubbish nowadays, Smithers. 

We’ve done a good job of it too. 
Dismantling the fabric of society.

We hate men, we hate the 
authority God has given them in 
their families and in the Church. 
But it’s great so many children are 
growing up in single-parent fam-
ilies away from the protection of 

their fathers. Some of them don’t 
even know their fathers. Boys are 
growing up with absolutely no 
idea how to be men and fathers 
themselves. We’ve really broken 
down that continuity in society.

And let’s talk about toxic mas-
culinity. That’s a good one. Men 
can’t be seen to be strong, to lead, 
to speak with authority because 
they’d only be oppressing women. 
And it’s gone full circle. Women 
have become the oppressors of 
men. Putting them in their place. 
Ideological equality has nothing 
to do with equality, only breaking 
down the God given natural order 
of things.

It won’t belong before this takes 
root in the Church, women shout-
ing equality, demanding that 
women should be priests. Women 
should be on the altar. Women 
should be making the decisions. 
What a delightful lack of virtue. All 
that pride. Men are called to serve 
the Church: to suffer, to sacrifice, 
in order to  give life to their voca-
tions but we have put a stop to that. 
What these women don’t realise is 
that these men have been called not 
to a power-grab but to sacrificial 
leadership, wrought with humil-
ity and self-giving. It won’t be long 
before so called equality pulls the 
Church asunder with society. Oh, 
the misandry, it’s delightful

Dumbag

Men, men, men, men, manly men. No more. 
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EADAOIN MARIA

I  recall, when my biggest was the 
littlest, dragging myself out to 
a mum and baby group. In my 

mid-twenties, pregnant with baby 
number two, I sat sipping tea with 
other mums as our toddlers stam-
peded around the church hall 
mutually ignoring each other. We 
sat, we sipped, we chatted, and the 
conversation turned right back to 
work, as it always did. These ladies 
were counting the days until they 
could escape the drudgery of nap-
pies and housework, to get back to 
their real lives.

Then it was my turn to 
contribute. As I sat there, 
a university graduate, a 
recovering feminist, I had 
nothing to say except 
“I’m just a mum.” Not a 
teacher, a nurse, a doctor 
or any other role to define 
and qualify my existence. 
Just a mum.

Now, nearly a decade later and 
mother of seven, I don’t think 

‘just’ and ‘mother’ belong in the 
same sentence. Unfortunately for 
women, society has taught us there 
is something shameful in just being 
a mother. As girls, growing through 
the secondary school system, life is 
focused towards grades, points, 
university and a career. We are 
gently herded towards finding 
meaning and value in ourselves 
as persons through the career we 
choose. What will you be when you 
grow up? As if somehow a career 
denotes who we are and defines our 
humanity.

Aside from the brilliant but 
obscure subject of home econom-
ics, there isn’t much else that 
directs young people towards, and 
more importantly, prepares them 
for family life.

Women are educated, and edu-
cated well, encouraged to spend 
their twenties studying, working, 
travelling, advancing in careers, 
achieving and climbing.

For girls, as we traversed school 
life, the focus was on the future, 
CAO, points, university and 
beyond. Graduating, postgrads, 
careers, holidays, travel and so 
on. A future that never considers 
family and children. Yet some-

where, in the midst of this it’s time 
to make those decisions.

And woefully ill prepared are 
millennial mothers. As we sail 
through our twenties, achieving 
and succeeding, nothing in the 
world prepares us for that day you 
bring a new baby home. Trained for 
an altogether different life some-
how, we, as women, are innately 

expected to know how to birth, to 
nurse and care for a newborn: to 
understand their cries, their needs 
and act accordingly, responsively.

The culture of death, the abor-
tive, contraceptive culture cycle 
has women, growing up, far-re-
moved from experiencing life with 
a newborn, or seeing their fami-
lies grow through pregnancy and 
birth. Women get married later, 
have fewer children, and generally 
live quite apart from their nuclear 
family of origin. So, most girls 
with siblings have no memory of 
their own mums having babies. 
Where once families were big, sib-
lings were plentiful and birth was 
part and parcel of life, with babies 
often born at home and nursed 
by their mothers, while the moth-
ers themselves recovered at home 
supported by their extended fami-
lies. This was an education in itself 
and one that is so woefully lacking 
nowadays.

Now women are groomed to 
work, to pay taxes, to traverse a 
career, and yet innately know, after 
never having spent five seconds 
with a baby, how to be a mother. 
Now women are discharged from 
hospital, hours after giving birth or 
undergoing a C-section, often living 
far away from extended family or 
any kind of a support system, with 
little or no experience of babies and 
birth. These factors are a huge con-

tribution to post-natal depression 
and anxiety.

We need to reclaim the 
idea of motherhood as a 
positive lifestyle choice, 
that isn’t something we 
merely fall into after 
all the other boxes are 
ticked first, because it 
is the most important 
and the most fulfilling 
of life experiences, and 
our young women need 
to be given the tools, 
social and emotional, 
to reclaim that choice. 
Motherhood takes all of 
who we are as women, 
not what’s left over.

We need to tell young women 
that being just a mum is more 
than ok. It’s truly good and beau-
tiful; that marriage and family life 
is a valuable and good choice for 
young (not approaching middle 
age!) people to make. It, in fact, is 
essential. As GK Chesterton said 
“all other careers exist to make this 
career (motherhood) possible.”

Raising the next generation of 
humans is the most important, the 
most valuable, the most rewarding 
but equally the most demanding. 

Millennial Motherhood

DAVID REYNOLDS

About a year ago, I remem-
ber tuning into an RTE 
programme about assisted 

reproduction and the challenges 
many couples are facing. Of course, 
it avoided any of the ethical dis-
cussions linked to IVF, surrogacy. 
Nonetheless, the main point of the 
programme was that Irish couples, 
after avoiding marriage and preg-
nancy, for all of their twenties and 
much of their thirties, are arriving 
at the decision to start a family when 
the odds are stacked against them. 

The standout moment 
in the show was when a 
Danish clinician, talking to 
the presenter about poli-
cies to address declining 
birth-rates, hammered 
home the point: ‘tell your 
young men to grow up 
quicker’. He advised that 
Ireland needs a positive 
policy approach to get-
ting young men to settle 
down and have children 
earlier. It is notable that 
the emphasis was on men 
rather than women. 

Most often – and this is not a ste-
reotype or a caricature – when there 
is an age differential in a relation-
ship, the male is older; and when 
there are delays in commitment, 
it is the male that is most likely to 
be delaying. What men often do 
not know, or take seriously, while 
women have a biological clock that 
seems to warn them fairly well in 
advance that they only have a finite 
time, men seemed to be deceived by 
stories of Michael Douglas or some 
other celebrity fathering children 
into their 70s. Plus, the male of the 
species is by nature more cavalier 
and thinks that he is invincible, less 
risk averse, and tends to spend less 
time thinking about the future. 

It’ll be grand is the attitude. 
And of course, the lads want to 

have the craic. And when some 
lads are having the craic, the other 
lads don’t want to be missing out. 
And nothing causes you to miss 
out on the craic more than having 
to be a responsible adult and look 
after the kids. 

And there are some other issues 
at play as well. The age differential is 
important. In today’s society, being 
footloose and fancy-free for the late 
30s male means going to nightclubs, 
trawling through dating apps and 
having the endless opportunities of 
no-strings-attached fleeting rela-
tionships without ever really having 

to worry about the consequences of 
an unexpected pregnancy. 

There is much more that can be 
said on the subject of why the male 
of the species delays settling down 
and avoids planning a family but 
the changing society – attitudinal, 
cultural technological – are all dis-
incentives to making that step out of 
eternal adolescence. With increas-
ing numbers living in urban areas, 
becoming the ‘nowheres’ rather than 
the ‘somewheres’ (people without 
ties to community and family versus 
those that have) there is no expecta-
tion to engage in relationships that 
have some informal or unspoken 
scrutiny of the neighbourhood. 

All this leads to the 
male delay. And even 
with an age differential 
in the relationship, 
procrastination leaves 
the female in a ‘no-mans 
land’, a limbo, where the 
body clock is ticking and 
the urge to motherhood 
is calling, but the time 
to reinvest in a new 
relationship after waiting 
years in the current one, 
is rapidly dwindling or 
almost or certainly past. 

And when it is time to get off the 
fence, the most fertile years of both 
in the relationship has passed. And 
no policy maker or government or 
Minister for Children or whoever 
is hammering home this message. 
At a certain stage the chances of 
having children fall off a cliff and 
many, many are left looking to 
artificial reproduction clinics for 
assistance because, primarily, the 
ill-informed, selfish, bravado of the 
male in the relationship who just 
thought that it would be grand. 

Thinking it will be grand is what 

men do. It is why they tidy up 2 
minutes before the wife comes 
home. It’s why they are less likely 
to get a pension when it is worth 
doing it. It is why they are less 
likely to go for eye-tests, or pros-
tate cancer checks, or dental checks 
when they may have a preventative 
value. It is hubris, and they often 
mistake it for chutzpah. And it is 
why the IVF business is booming 
in Ireland. It is time for the govern-
ment to tell the young men to grow 
up faster and do this early when it 
sticks in their minds.  

Forgotten Fatherhood

The Holy Family with St. Anne - Rubens.
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