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DOMINICAN STUDENT FRIAR  
RETURNS TEMPORARILY TO WORK  
AS A DOCTOR IN BELFAST

Br. Chris Gault, a Dominican friar in formation in Dublin 
for the priesthood, with the consent of his superiors 
answered the call for retired medics to return to work to 

help out during the COVID-19 outbreak. He is currently work-
ing in a COVID ward in Belfast, at the Mater Hospital. 

“It was a bit bizarre initially,” says Br./Dr. Chris, “and I was 
somewhat at sea returning after a few years away, but with 
the help of excellent and supportive colleagues I’ve somewhat 
found my feet again.” He says his priestly studies are continu-
ing in the evenings and at weekends. CONTINUED ON PAGE 2  
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“If it wasn’t so 
tragic it would 
be laughable”
DENISE RICHARDS

The government is promoting the ‘Baby 
on Board’ badge initiative across all 
public transport operators. A campaign 

that is aimed at expectant mothers, the ‘Baby 
on Board’ badge offers women, according to 
the semi-state body Transport for Ireland, 
“a discreet, convenient and universal means 
of communicating the message that they may 
be in greater need of a seat during their com-
mute ... so you and your baby can travel in 
comfort.”

The same government also promotes and 
funds something quite the opposite through 
its other semi-state body the HSE, according 
to their website: “an abortion is the medi-
cal process of ending a pregnancy. It’s also 
known as a termination. An abortion is avail-
able for free through the HSE if you live in the 
Republic of Ireland.”

“When a country has lost it value system, 
as Ireland has, it also loses its way and will 

inevitably end up contradicting itself in a 
most striking way. This is seen clearly by the 
government’s mixed message of comfort for 
an unborn child and their mother while trav-
elling, while at the same time promoting an 
end to the same life.  If it wasn’t so tragic it 
would be laughable”, lamented Becky Kealy, 
of the new political Party Aontú. 

JACK WALSH

150 years after the close of the First 
Vatican Council, a conference in St. 
Patrick’s College, Maynooth, will exam-

ine the relevance of that Council’s teaching 
for theology today. Over two days (27-28 
April), theologians and philosophers from 

Maynooth, Utrecht, TCD, and Fribourg 
spoke  on various aspects of ‘Dei Filius’, the 
Council’s document on faith and reason.

Although the presentations were  sub-
stantial in content and academic in tone, 
the conference organisers made the confer-
ence accessible to all. An educational and 
engaging day was had by all, delving into 
an often forgotten Council.

RUADHÁN JONES

“It got to a point where 
I thought, Lord, where 
else can I go? And I 

returned to my faith.” These 
are the words of Elizabeth Lev an American 
Catholic art historian based in Rome.

Speaking recently in Dublin she recalled that 
she began to approach Michelangelo paintings 
as depicting reality. “I came to understand 
that only belief made sense of what I saw. And 
seeing that he (Michelangelo) believed it made 
me think: ‘Why don’t I?’ It got to a point where 
I thought, Lord, where else can I go? And I 
returned to my faith,” she explains. 

Ms. Lev specialises in the works of Michel-
angelo, particularly his masterpiece the 
Sistine Chapel. Her talk in Dublin was on the 
Chapel, the title of which was “Behind the 
veil: deciphering the Sistine Chapel”.

She highlighted the power of Michelan-
gelo’s brilliance and his theological daring 
while analysing his remarkable depictions 
of Mary as Mediatrix, and how he invests his 
characters with a terrible power, tracing the 
narrative of the Bible from Genesis to Christ.

But ultimately, her lecture was a testimony 
to the power of art itself: “One of the three 
ways we have of evoking the Holy Spirit.”

After the lecture, Ms. Lev was asked if she 
thought a person without faith could really 
understand the paintings?

Her response were instructive. “I don’t 
think it’s absolutely necessary to have faith. 
Many people without faith see it and are 
impressed. But to really appreciate it I think 
you do.”

We live in a society obsessed with forc-
ing our own interpretations on the world, 
and art. But what Ms Lev experienced was 

a traditionally Biblical approach of letting 
the work interpret you. We read the Bible so 
that it can interpret us. We read the Bible to 
understand how we are meant to be. And so 
it is with art.

Liz Lev, in her enthusiasm and passion, 
provided a living testimony to the power of 
art to reveal this truth to us.

The Transformative Power of Art

First Vatican Council: Still Relevant Today?

CATHERINE O’TOOLE 

In a 2020 report on the freedom 
of religion, a UN body stated that 
it is a part of religious freedom 

to be able to advocate and avail of 
abortion as well as LGBT practices 
as a member of a given religion 
without facing discrimination. 
Traditional religions were called 
on to peacefully accommodate such 
individuals in the process of defining 
their religious communities. 

Ominously, the report then states 
that it may be up to governments to 
step in and make sure this is hap-
pening. Additionally, the report 
calls for “human rights education 
and training” for religious leaders. 
In short, the UN document makes 
a heavy push for the mandated 
change of religious beliefs to accom-
modate “human rights” on which 
there exists no consensus. Although 

this report does not have the force 
of law, it can become an important 
tool in the area of policy making. 

The UN document was met by a 
backlash from the Vatican’s per-
manent observer to the United 
Nations, Archbishop Ivan Jurk-
ovic. The Archbishop described 
the report as an attack on the free-
dom of religion, a right which the 
UN is meant to uphold. He also 
saw the report as another example 
of “ideological colonisation” - the 

imposition of the views of a vocal 
minority on the rest of the world. 

During the last number of 
years, the UN has come under 
fire from many quarters for its 
lack of accountability, its high 
volume of personnel from totali-
tarian regimes, as well as its push 
of so-called abortion and LGBT 
rights. Many voices in the United 
States are calling for the with-
drawal from what is increasingly 
seen as a corrupt institution. 

UN calls for the redefinition of traditional religions 

The Allée des Nations in front of the Palace of Nations (United Nations 
Office at Geneva).

“The Lord has really looked 
after me: I have accommodation 
with access to a chapel where He 
is present in the Blessed Sacra-
ment, and that is a tremendous 
consolation. I can pray there 
daily, which is essential when 
living ‘extra conventum’; to be 
sustained by His grace,” explains 
the young Friar.

When asked will his return to 
medicine be a temporary change 

only, he replies emphatically, yes.
“I am sure the Lord has called 

me to be His priest, and with His 
help that is what I intend to be. 
This foray back into the world 
of stethoscopes is purely for the 
present crisis, while it lasts. I 
cannot wait to be a priest, and to 
return to the religious life which 
has given me such fulfilment and 
happiness these past 3 years or 
so. He is so very good to us - in 
His will is our peace!”

Dominican Friar, Br. Chris Gault, answering the call.

  CONTINUED FROM FRONT COVER.



JUNE-JULY 2020  ALIVE!  |  3

LIAM O’CONNOR

Catholic Youth Ministry 
Ireland, which the Mission-
aries of the Sacred Heart 

and the Dominicans are part of, 
organised a recent event called 
Arise, for young adults. They 
chose Knock as the venue, because 
of the central role it plays in the 
Irish Church. 

“We wanted something where 
people could come and experience 
something of that same sense of 
community found in World Youth 
Day”, explained Fr. Alan Neville 
MSC, one of the chief organisers.

The day had two keynote speak-
ers, including Sr. Susan Jones 
CHF, chaplain to one of the coun-
try’s largest homeless charities. 
She spoke to the group about what 
compassion in action looks like. 
In gentle, sometimes humorous, 
sometimes unflinchingly honest 

tones, she shared her experience 
ministering to people out of home 
and her encounter with God in 
those she served. 

Fr. Brendan Kilcoyne, from 
the Archdiocese of Tuam, talked 
about the legacy of our Church 
in Ireland, the good and the bad, 
and the challenge to continue the 

mission now more than ever. In 
addition to the talks there was 
also lively music ministry, some 
drama, and a range of workshops 
that included drumming, prayer, 
overseas development, music, and 
faith development. 

(Please see page 16 for the full 
story).

DENISE RICHARDS

Radio Maria’s humble begin-
nings started in a local 
Italian parish, Arcellasco, 

in the province of Como in the 
1980s. Today, 75 Radio Maria sta-
tions currently operate around 
the world. In Ireland, Radio 
Maria’s mission is to bring Christ 
into every Irish house through 
home-produced programmes that 
serve the spiritual, educational 
and social needs of listeners. 

Alanna Bradley, from Meath 

and student of History and Pol-
itics, works part-time in the 
editorial department. Alanna 
believes the station can impact the 
youth, “because Radio Maria has 
such a broad range of programs 
and because it has such a large 
stock of podcast files - 1,000 hours 
of them – I think, Radio Maria is 
a fantastic resource for my gener-
ation,” she explains.  

Aidan O’Rourke, Editor and 
Manger with Radio Maria who 
helps to facilitate the different 
programs sees the station’s role 
in the new evangelisation “as a 

medium that can reach out to the 
ends of the world in a split second. 
In Ireland we need mediums 
like Radio Maria to promote the 
good news in the Church; to be a 
positive voice for the Church in 
Ireland.” 

When most people are focused 
on the Coronavirus, Fr. Eamon 
McCarthy, the Director of the 
Station, invites those who can’t 
attend Mass or who wish to enjoy 
hearing more about their faith to 
tune in anytime as Radio Maria 
Ireland broadcasts 24 hours a day 
seven days a week.

DENISE RICHARDS

“Taking the Procession 
through the commercial 
heart of the city while the 

wider culture continues with its 
afternoon activities is not appropri-
ate any longer,” the Bishop of Cork 
and Ross, Fintan Gavin, explained 
at a recent press conference with 
regard to the Eucharistic Proces-
sion in Cork. 

Until now, the Procession com-
menced at the Cathedral and 
concluded in Daunt Square. The 
new route will see the Proces-
sion beginning with prayers at St. 
Mary’s Church, Pope’s Quay, and it 
will then proceed to the Cathedral. 
Benediction, a homily and a time 
of prayer before the Blessed Sacra-

ment will conclude the Procession 
at the Cathedral. 

Addressing the event which 
launched the plans for the Pro-
cession, Lord Mayor Cllr. John 
Sheehan said that he very much 
supported the plans to put new life 
into the Procession and he recalled 
many happy memories from his 
childhood when he walked in the 
Procession: “So it was a very special 
honour for me to be able to take part 
in the Procession this past year as 
the city’s First Citizen,” he said. 

Bishop Fintan established a 
working group of laity and clergy to 
make recommendations regarding 
the route and format of the Pro-
cession and this group will be in 
contact with all the local parishes, 
churches and religious communi-
ties as plans unfold.

Turn that dial to Our Lady! Re-imagining a wonderful tradition

Aidan O’Rourke and Alanna Bradley of Radio Maria.

Bishop Fintan Gavin at the press conference that announced the change of 
the route for the Eucharistic Procession.
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Youth Arise

Fr. Alan MSC with a group of young adults from Cork at the event.

A L I V E ! ’ S  P H O T O  O F  T H E  M O N T H

Women of Aontú Chorcai 
come together to raise 
funds for shelter to mark 

International Women’s Day. 
Kanturk native, Becky Kealy, 

who was one of the surprises of 
the recent General Election, cap-
turing 8.5 % of the vote in her 
constituency for Aontú, organised 

a get together at her Castlemagner 
home to honour another success-
ful woman of the parish, Legion of 
Mary Missionary, Edel Quinn. 

The aim of the afternoon was to 
raise funds for Edel House which 
provides shelter and refuge for 
homeless women and children.



NIAMH UÍ BHRIAIN

A medical conference in Ire-
land last month brought 
some good news for moth-

ers and babies - and explained how 
to reverse an abortion so as to best 
care for both. 

Most abortions that now take 
place in Ireland are chemical or 
medical abortions, which involves 
taking two pills. The first pill 
effectively stops the baby getting 
nourishment so that the child will 
die, and the second pill causes 
early labour so that the baby’s body 
is expelled from the mother. 

But increasing numbers of 
women, especially those who take 
the abortion medication in fear 
and panic, regret their action after 
ingesting the first pill. Now they 
have a change to undo the effect of 
that first abortion tablet - and save 
their baby.

That’s what the Abortion Pill 
Reversal method is. It literally 
reverses the effect of the first abor-
tion pill. Here’s how:

The first abortion pill, mife-
pristone, blocks the effects of 
progesterone, the natural hormone 
in a pregnant mother’s body nec-

essary for her baby to thrive. The 
drug then causes the uterine lining 
to break down and the placenta to 
fail, thus starving the growing baby 
of oxygen and nutrients.

To reverse the effects of that 
pill, doctors can simply prescribe 
progesterone so that the effect of 
mifepristone is muted and the pro-
gesterone assists the woman’s body 
in supporting the baby’s growth. 

The good news is that progester-
one has been licensed for safe use 
in pregnancy for decades, being 
prescribed by doctors to prevent 
miscarriage for example.   

A medical conference in Dublin 
in February brought further good 
news, when it was revealed that 
abortion pill reversal has already 
been safely and successfully pro-
vided in Ireland. 

The conference, which was 
attended by health care profes-
sionals from the north and south 
of Ireland, sought to appraise the 
international evidence and data 
relating to reversal of the abor-
tion pill.

Health care professionals indi-
cated that a growing number of 
women in Ireland were seeking 
information about reversing the 
effects of the abortion pill. Women 

who had taken the first pill of the 
two-step abortion process and 
then changed their mind, wanted 
to know if they could be assisted in 
continuing with their pregnancy.

An Irish doctor said that he had 
successfully treated a woman who 
had taken the abortion pill in Ire-
land by prescribing the use of 
progesterone. The effects of the 
abortion pill had been reversed 
and the woman was reportedly 
very pleased to be continuing with 
her pregnancy. 

Christa Brown, a nurse working 
with Heartbeat International, told 
the conference the network had 

successfully and safely reversed 
more than a thousand abortions 
using the protocol, while over 500 
medical practitioners had signed 
up to provide abortion pill reversal.

Obstetrician Dr. William Lile 
said that the outcome sought by 
abortion pill reversal was a healthy 
mother and a healthy baby. He said 
the protocol was safe and used hor-
monal treatment which had been 
licensed for decades.

The conference heard that 
while the intent of the abortion 
pill, mifepristone, is to stop the 
body supporting the growth of the 
unborn baby, studies have shown 
that mifepristone does not appear 
to cause birth defects if the preg-
nancy is continued. Birth defects 
after abortion pill reversal are 
expected to be no higher than in 
the general population the confer-
ence heard.
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Dr. William Lile.

Abortion Pill Reversal method has already saved baby in Ireland 

is an exciting new media platform 
for Life, Faith, Family & Freedom

Be part of it!
Call 01 8730465 to donate  
Challenge the consensus

See www.gript.ie

NIAMH  
UÍ BHRIAIN

Last August, 
a case came 
to trial in the 

Netherlands which underscored 
the full horror of legalising eutha-
nasia. If you have an uneasy feeling 
that this country is sleep-walking 
into the legalised killing of elderly 
and sick people, then you need to 
read on. 

The case involved a 74-year old 
woman who was put to death in 
2016. The lady in question suffered 
from Alzheimer’s disease, and had 
previously expressed a desire to 
have her life ended if her illness had 
progressed significantly. That’s a 
dreadfully sad thing to hear, mostly 
because elderly people are increas-
ingly making these decisions under 
duress. They are fearful of being a 
burden, of having no-one to care 
for them, or worse having no-one 
to love them. 

Just like with abortion, the 
demand for assisted suicide is 
mostly being driven by a dearth of 
love in the world. What does that 
say about where we are headed as 
a society? 

In this case, however, the woman 
had added a caveat to her instruc-
tions. “I want to be able to decide 
(when to die) while still in my 
senses and when I think the time is 
right,” she had said. 

That didn’t happen. When she 
was eventually taken into care, 

a doctor made the decision that 
she qualified for assisted suicide, 
but did not share this with his 
patient. Instead, a sedative was 
put into her coffee to render her 
unconscious and her husband and 
daughter had been asked to be 
present when the lethal injection 
was to be administered. 

This is where the already shock-
ing case becomes even more 
nightmarish. The sedative didn’t 
work properly, and the elderly 
woman woke up during the eutha-
nasia procedure. As John McGuirk 
wrote on Gript.ie: “The woman 

came to her senses and realised 
that her doctor was trying to kill 
her. She asked her family to stop 
the doctor. Her family did not 
stop the doctor. Instead, her own 
daughter and her own husband 
held her down while she struggled, 
and (this may be emotive, but it is 
true) fought for her life. It was a 
fight that she lost.” 

It was a deeply disturbing, upset-
ting and profoundly revealing case. 
But the worst is to come. 

The court ruled that the doctor 
hadn’t broken the law - and, in fact, 
declared he had acted in the wom-

an’s “best interests” and was not in 
any way negligent. 

Euthanasia isn’t so much a slip-
pery slope as a fast descent into a 
bleak and horrifying landscape. 

The same people who pushed 
abortion in Ireland are now busy 
telling us that we must legalise 
assisted suicide too. Death is the 
only solution they ever seem to 
offer, dressing up killing as com-
passion, pretending that ending 
life is healthcare. 

You would imagine listening to 
the Irish media that palliative care 
didn’t exist or that the experience 

of other countries had only ever 
been positive.  

The truth is that euthanasia has 
already spiralled out of control 
in many countries - with people 
now being assisted in ending their 
lives for treatable illnesses includ-
ing depression. In Belgium, young 
children are being euthanised 
because they suffer from condi-
tions such as cystic fibrosis, and 
euthanasia as young as 16 for psy-
chiatric suffering is indeed legal in 
the Netherlands.

Ethics expert Prof. Theo Boer, 
who previously supported legalised 
euthanasia in the Netherlands, 
now says patients and doctors are 
being pressured into ending lives. 
Death on demand has become nor-
malised - and is fast becoming an 
accepted response to mental health 
issues now so prevalent amongst 
younger people. How can we hope 
that suicide prevention measures 
can work if we are actively promot-
ing suicide facilitation as a medical 
response to all kinds of illnesses 
and conditions? 

On May 23rd (though that date 
may change given the Coronavio-
rus) Life Institute will host an 
important conference entitled 
‘The Case against Euthanasia and 
Assisted Suicide’. It should be an 
important awareness event to warn 
the country against sleepwalking 
into legalising another life-ending 
procedure that will cause enor-
mous hurt and harm. 

Call the Life Institute on  
01 8730 465 for more infor-
mation. 

We are sleep walking into legalising euthanasia 

Dutch Ethics Professor, Theo Boer, who changed his mind on euthanasia.
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€1,000 €500 €250 €100
€50 €25 €15 other €

NAME

ADDRESS

TELEPHONE

Please send your donation to: ALIVE! St. Mary’s Priory, Tallaght, Dublin 24

✃

BLOCK 
CAPITALS 

PLEASE

All CREDIT CARD 
Payments accepted. CALL 01 404 8187

AIB, Tallaght  •  SORT CODE: 933317 
ACCOUNT NAME Alive Together  •  ACCOUNT NO: 29097-110 
IBAN IE61AIBK93331729097110  •  BIC BICAIBKIE2D

If 8,000 people contribute just €20 each we can continue for another year.
Special thanks to all of you who donated to ALIVE! during March and April.

LENT: WHAT TO DO?

Q: I want to go to Confes-
sion, but don’t really feel 
bad for my sins. What do 

I do? Can I still be forgiven?
A: That’s a really common 

experience. After all, if we think 
about it, one of the main reasons 
(if not the only reason!) why we 
sin is because there is something 
pleasing about it. Even when Eve 
saw the fruit, it was “good, pleas-
ing…and desirable to the eyes”. 
It seems that they only reason we 
choose to do anything is because 
we are convinced that it will make 
us happy. And sometimes it does. 
Sometimes sin makes us happy.

With some sins, the happiness 
fades really quickly: the moment 
is past and we physically, psycho-
logically, or emotionally feel the 
hurt or emptiness. But other times 
it may take quite a while until 
the unhappiness really begins to 
set in. Sometimes, we may not 
ever get to the point of realizing 
(in that deep, sensed, way) what 
we’ve lost until after we’ve turned 
our life around and returned to 
Christ. I’ve spoken with many 
people who didn’t realize how 
their sins were emptying their life 
of love, joy, and other good things 
until long after they were recon-
ciled with God. I’ve known this in 
my own life as well.

So if you don’t feel bad for your 
sins, I wouldn’t let that keep you 
from being reconciled with God. 
There is an enormous difference 
between regret and repentance. 

Regret is simply rooted in emotion. 
I “feel” bad. This can be a good 
first step, but it cannot be the only 
step. And it is not even a neces-
sary step. While there is something 
very healthy about “feeling bad” for 
“doing bad” (it shows that your soul 
is a bit more sensitive to the reality 
of sin), it alone is not a return to 
God. That’s what repentance is.

In fact, this is what “repentance” 
means: it simply means “turning”. 

Repentance is the choice to return 
to God. You do not need to regret 
what you’ve done (believe me, that 
will come with time), but you do 
need to make the decision that you 
will no longer continue on in this 
particular sin. Regret has never 
saved anyone. I’ve known people 
who have felt very bad for their sins 
who refused to give them up; who 
have even refused to TRY to give 
them up. Where does that leave 
them in the end? Still miserable. 
And still out of relationship with 
God. And I have also known people 
who could not muster up one single 
tear for very serious sins, but who 
chose to begin taking the steps 
back to God’s heart who are now 
great signs of hope to those who 
know them.

Sometimes someone will ask, 
“But won’t I be acting hypocriti-
cally if I say I’m sorry in Confession 
but don’t really “feel” sorry?”. 
Nope. There is nothing hypocritical 
about that at all. The main thing we 

bring to Confession is an intention 
to turn to God and away from sin. 
If you can bring that, you’re golden. 
Besides, which is a greater sign of 
true sorrow: someone who weeps 
and weeps but won’t try to change, 
or someone who, sober, and dry-
eyed, pledges to do their best to 

avoid giving offense in the future?
We all need God’s help to do any 

of this. If you are thinking about 
Confession, realize that this is 
God’s invitation to come home and 
into a better life. Even if you don’t 
“feel better”, believe me, you will 
“be better”.

Questions and Answers with Fr. Mike

Rosary at the Grottos in May

Fr. Mike Schmitz

Last year, over 300 Grottos through-
out the island of Ireland registered 
to pray the Rosary each day in May, 

for Life and Faith. The faithful will gather 
at Grottos and other locations again 

this May. But due to the coronavirus 
restrictions, the occasion was celebrated 
virtually in homes across Ireland, in front 
of May altars, as thousands prayed each 
day at 8pm.

DominicansThe

Director of Vocations: Fr Colm Mannion OP
Mobile: 086-0864420 | Email: colm.mannion@dominicans.ie

Truth has no Expiry Date!

"Opinion is a flitting thing,
but Truth outlasts the sun."

- Emily Dickinson

ALIVE!’S PHOTO OF THE MONTH
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DEREK RYAN

Cardinal George Pell was 
released from jail on Tues-
day 7th of April after the High 

Court in Australia acquitted him on 
five historical child sexual abuse 
charges. Pell, 78, spent more than 
400 days in jail after being con-
victed by a jury in December 2018. 

Upon his release, he said: “What 
I am really looking forward to is 
celebrating a private Mass. It has 
been a very long time, so that is 
a great blessing. Prayer has been 
the great source of strength to me 
throughout these times, includ-
ing the prayers of others, and I 
am incredibly grateful to all those 
people who have prayed for me and 
helped me during this really chal-
lenging time.”

Pell was the most senior Catho-
lic in the world to have been found 
guilty of historical child sexual 
abuse. He no longer holds that title. 
He is, again, in the eyes of the law, 
an innocent man. As the High Court 
said on releasing him immediately 
there was ‘a significant possibility 
that an innocent person has been 
convicted’. Cardinal Pell lost his job. 
He lost his savings. He lost his good 
name. He lost his freedom. 

He will never get back the 400 
days that were mostly spend in sol-
itary confinement. He will not get 
his job back as he is nearly 80 years 
old. He may get his good name back 
on paper, but it is unlikely he will 
get it back in the public conscious-
ness. That much was clear upon his 
release, with many who had cele-
brated his imprisonment, claiming 
he had not been found innocent, 
but released on a technicality. That 
of course is not the case.

The background to the case is 
one of a witch-hunt. Pell had and 
has many enemies who dislike him 
and revile the Church in Australia. 
For years, Pell has been the face of 
the Church that has suffered sig-
nificantly for the child sex abuse 
scandals that have been of its own 
making. Pell, as the most senior 
Australian cleric, has been blamed 
for much that went wrong even 
though he was not near the top of 
the hierarchy at the time. 

A week after his release, Cardinal 
Pell was interviewed by Andrew 
Bolt on Sky News Australia in an 
extraordinary discussion which 
covered the travesty of injustice 
that was meted out to the Car-
dinal on the basis of impossible 
evidence. 

Credit must be given to Andrew 
Bolt for his willingness to interview 
Cardinal Pell and allow him the 
opportunity to discuss and to share 
his story. Bolt had previously, 
repeatedly, questioned the jailing 
of Pell, to the extent that Sky News, 
a year ago, removed all advertising 
from a show where Bolt planned 
to express his misgivings as they 
feared a backlash from activists 
who could not countenance any-
thing other than guilt. “I just can’t 
accept it, based on what I consider 
is the overwhelming evidence of 
this trial,” Bolt said. “And I base 
that opinion also on how many 
times Pell has been accused of 
crimes and sins he clearly did not 
do. Pell could well be an innocent 
man who is being made to pay for 
the sins of his church and made to 
pay after an astonishing campaign 
of media vilification.”

Bolt has been one of the few out-
spoken defenders in the media in 
Australia, and globally, willing to 

robustly call the stitch-up what it 
was – a grotesque miscarriage of 
justice. Bolt has been proven right 
while others chose to look the other 
way but also to target Bolt, himself 
a non-Christian he says, accused 
of being a Pell ‘acolyte’ despite 
only every having met Pell a dozen 
times. For many, it was a feeding 
frenzy, where it was not possible to 
countenance that a cleric could be 
innocent, or that false accusations 
against a Catholic could be possible 

such was the extent of the frenzy 
whipped up in Australia against 
the Church. 

For Bolt, the Victoria Police 
and ABC News, who he singles 
out for engaging in a witch-hunt, 
all need to be held to account for 
their role in manipulating the jus-
tice system. 26 charges that were 
brought by the police all collapsed. 
Many of them ludicrous and more 
outlandish that the one that was 
finally quashed. Many came for-

ward based on advertisements 
placed in newspapers looking for 
complaints against Pell. As the 
Cardinal said after Bolt asked him 
whether the police had an agenda 
against him himself says, it seems 
‘extraordinary’.

Most interesting was how Bolt, 
after the interview, told how he 
found the Cardinal to be more at 
peace than he had ever found him. 
He referred to the Book of Job, 
where Job has his faith in the Lord 
tested, as Pell never wavered in his 
faith and defends his God through-
out the interview.

The equanimity of the Cardinal 
throughout the interview is clear 
to all. He bears, as he said on his 
release “no ill will to my accuser. 
I do not want my acquittal to add 
to the hurt and bitterness so many 
feel; there is certainly hurt and 
bitterness enough. The only basis 
for long term healing is truth and 
the only basis for justice is truth, 
because justice means truth for all.”

Even since his release, the 
Police have had to deal with death 
threats against the Cardinal. Many 
still want to believe the worst of 
George Pell. They want him to be 
guilty; to be found guilty. Their 
logic and frame of reference for 
the world cannot contain the real-
ity of the situation. Their mindset 
cannot cope. Former Australian 
Prime Minister Julia Gillard took 
to twitter to comment, not on the 
verdict she claimed, but to ask ‘Is 
it worth survivors coming forward 
to seek justice?’ – with the obvious 
implication that goes with such a 
question. Whether guilty or not, 
it seems that only a guilty verdict 
is wanted, rather than justice and 
truth, when a Catholic cleric is in 
the stand. 

ONE of the largest families 
in Northern Ireland has 
received news they are to be 

evicted from their home amid the 
worst public health crisis to hit the 
UK and Ireland. 

John and Tessa Donoughue, 
from Saintfield, Co Down, who 
recently welcomed their 12th child, 
Molly, say they are devastated their 
landlord has told them they must 
leave their home by June. 

The family, who are already 
making-do living in a three-bed-
room bungalow, are upset they 
have to move house again as the 
owner is planning to sell.

The Donoghues say they have 
moved ten times in the last 12 
years as the Housing Executive 
struggles to find a property big 

enough for them all. 
While new measures came 

into force in England and Wales 
to stop landlords from evict-
ing tenants for three months, a 
measure announced by the Com-
munities Minister in Northern 
Ireland stopped short of introduc-
ing a similar move. 

With the world virtually in 
lockdown due to the Coronavirus 
pandemic John (43), says society 
is growing less tolerant of large 
families. 

Amid the panic buying phenom-

ena of recent weeks he describes 
that during a regular shopping trip 
to his local shop, an assistant told 
him he wasn’t allowed to purchase 
as many packs of nappies as he had 
taken from the shelves. 

“While this may seem like a par-
ticularly funny incident to many, 
I can assure you it’s just one of 
many scenes which my wife and I 
encounter each day,” he said.

“Before panic buying, our aver-
age weekly shopping trolley looked 
like something from supermarket 
sweep.”

Tessa (35) laughs at the idea of 
policing social distancing in their 
home. She added: “Saying good 
night in our household sounds 
more like a classroom roll-call.  
Our eldest daughter, is also called 
Tessa. She is 15 and is a great help 
to me. Then there is Bobby, (14), 
John (9), Savannah (8), Joseph 
(7), Sinead (6), Shannon (5), 
Ronnie (4), Reggie (3), Tommy (2), 
Clarice (1) and little Molly who is 
four-months.”

Tessa says the family have 
nowhere else to go and it is evident 

that the constant cycle of having to 
uproot the children time and time 
again is having an impact. 

She said: “We have approached a 
local MLA to see if he can help us 
and as yet we are still waiting on 
his response. 

In a recent GoFundMe page Tessa 
set up to help raise money to buy a 
home for them all, she said: “Our 
landlord gave us notice to move 
because he is selling the house. 

A local SDLP MLA, Colin 
McGrath responded to the family’s 
crisis for this article. He said: “It 
is essential that people know that 
regardless of the make-up of their 
family that should they require 
assistance, the state will offer what 
support it can. This support should 
not be restrictive, prohibitive or 
bureaucratic.”

The Donoghue family have 
applied to the BBC1 programme, 
DIY SOS–Big Build, for help to 
build their ‘forever’ home. 

If you wish to help the family 
please visit their GoFundMe page 
using the link: https://gf.me/u/
xtub5h

Cardinal Pell released from prison. Not Guilty. 

“We are devastated 
and feel alone in 
this world with no 
one to help us” – 
claim Donoghues’

Cardinal Pell at the Redemptoris Mater Seminary, Sydney, 2012.
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JOHN WATERS

Although the 
c o n s t a n t 
shifting of 

numbers and categories — not to 
mention the fact that by definition 
much of the phenomenon is sub-
terranean —  can make it difficult 
to pin down the precise inflows and 
outflows of population, it appears 
clear that immigration into Ireland 
in 2018, on a per capita measure-
ment, was roughly three times the 
European average.  And yet, even 
as the Irish birth rate declines in 
similar dramatic fashion (a fertility 
rate of 1.7 in 2019, as against 2.06 a 
decade earlier) we are not, it seems, 
permitted to venture any opinion 
on these developments other than 
‘nothing to see here’. To do other-
wise is to invite the attachment to 
one’s reputational resumé of an 
endorsement such as ‘racist’ or 
‘xenophobe’ — words resembling 
the triggers used by a hypnotist to 
activate some dark response in the 
consciousness of his subject. 

The disquieting thing about recent 
interventions by Catholic bishops 
and priests in what might laughingly 
be called the immigration ‘debate’ 
(where has been the debating?) has 
not so much been their consistent 
reliance on the outwardly vague but 
implicitly pointed use of the concept 
of “racism”, but their misuse of the 
Gospels. Almost invariably they do 
three unsavoury things: 1. Suggest 
that Christians have an uncondi-
tional responsibility to “welcome 
the stranger”; 2. Conflate the three 
concepts asylum seeker, refugee 
and migrant; and 3. Disingenuously 
imply that anyone dissenting from 
their woolly non-analysis is doing so 
on the basis of dark prejudice. 

People need to become equipped 
to see through this misdirection, 
for the consequences of their being 
taken in by it might include the loss 
of their country, their children’s 
only home. Many of the statements 
reflect those of Pope Francis, which 
have been as confused on this topic 
as on many others.

The Pope has expressed at least 
two opposing views on the migra-
tion crisis. In September 2019, 
speaking to members of his order, 
the Jesuits, in Mozambique, he 
said: “There are those who want to 
stop this very important process 
of mingling cultures, which gives 
life to people. Mixing makes you 
grow, it gives you new life. It devel-
ops racial mixing, change and gives 
originality.”

“Building walls means con-
demning yourself to death,” he 
said. “We can’t live asphyxiated by 
a culture as clean and pure as an 
operating theatre, aseptic and not 
microbial.” He made no reference 
in this speech to the wall around 
the Vatican.

On the other hand, Pope Fran-
cis has also expressed himself in 

more cautious terms. In March 
2017, speaking to reporters on a 
flight home from a trip to South 
America, he said that governments 
have the right to exercise prudence 
in accepting migrants, regulating 
flows when the number of arriv-
als becomes unsustainable. “This 
means you have to ask yourself 
first: How much space do I have? 
Second: You have to remember it’s 
not just about taking them in, but 
also integrating them,” he said.

A careful reading of the relevant 

section of the Catechism of the 
Catholic Church reveals a relatively 
balanced attempt to reconcile 
different viewpoints within the 
argument. But this is frequently 
presented in a selective fashion 
by clerics seeking to avoid offend-
ing against political correctness. 
When bishops and priests imply 
that Catholic teaching requires an 
open-border policy. they are mis-
leading the faithful.

The teaching makes clear 
that the “more prosperous 
nations” are obliged, “to 
the extent they are able”, 
to welcome the foreigner 
in search of the security 
and means of livelihood 
which he cannot find in 
his country of origin. But 
a nation is not required 
to accept an unlimited 
number of immigrants, 
which would impose a 
burden on its own citizens.

The Catechism also states: 
“Immigrants are obliged to 
respect with gratitude the mate-
rial and spiritual heritage of the 
country that receives them, to 
obey its laws and to assist in car-
rying civic burdens.”

This would seem to rule out any 
right of immigrants to arrive in Ire-

land imposing their own cultures 
and legal systems, agitating for the 
repeal of indigenous laws or the 
undoing of Christian traditions, 
and attacking the native popula-
tion as “racist”.  You don’t often 
hear this emphasised by clerics 
taking an interest in this area.

The Medieval scholar St. Thomas 
Aquinas, the most influential 
Christian theologian in history, 
in his Summa Theologiae divided 
relationships between natives and 
outsiders into two categories: hos-

tile and peaceful. On the first he 
was utterly unambiguous: hostile 
outsiders — those opposed to the 
culture and creed of the host nation 
— should never be welcomed. 

Regarding peaceful rela-
tionships, he identified three 
categories, the first two of which 
were entitled to an in effect uncon-
ditional welcome: 1. Travellers 
(in today’s parlance, tourists); 2. 
Those who “came to dwell in their 
land as newcomers” but without 
full citizenship, perhaps along the 
lines of people who nowadays buy 
holiday homes and become part-
time residents in foreign countries; 
3. Those who came seeking full 
admission to another nation, who, 
having pledged their allegiance 
to the nation they wished to join, 
were required to wait for two to 
three generations before being 
regarded as fully integrated. The 
reason for this delay was that if for-
eigners were allowed to “meddle” 
in the affairs of a nation soon 
after arrival, “many dangers might 
occur, since the foreigners not yet 
having the common good firmly 
at heart might attempt something 
hurtful to the people.” 

For Aquinas, total integration 
into the creed, life, culture, tradi-
tions and language was essential for 
full acceptance of the “stranger”. In 
other words, the “stranger” bore 
the greater part of the burden for 
ensuring that he ceased to be a 
stranger. This is a long way from 

the unconditional open-door policy 
being advocated by certain bishops 
and priests.

The most resonant voice of sanity 
in the Church in these unprece-
dented times is that of an African, 
Robert Cardinal Sarah, sometimes 
mentioned as a possible successor 
to Pope Francis. Cardinal Sarah is 
the prefect of the Congregation for 
Divine Worship and the Discipline 
of the Sacraments.

It is interesting that, whereas the 
preponderance of contributions 

on this topic from white European 
and American clerics are puerile 
and potentially destructive, this 
brilliant Guinean, perhaps licensed 
by his blackness, repudiates all 
such misinterpretations. He has 
said without equivocation or apol-
ogy that mass migration is a “new 
slavery” that threatens both Africa 
and Europe; that the current waves 
of mass migration are providing 
cover for a covert Islamic inva-
sion; that countries have a right 
— indeed a duty —  to defend their 
borders against such invasions; 
that using the Gospels to promote 
mass migration is a “false exege-
sis”.

He emphasises a problem almost 
no other Catholic cleric exhib-
its signs of being aware of. In the 
Introduction to his latest book, The 
Day Is Now Far Spent, he states:

“The West no longer knows who 
it is, because it no longer knows 
and does not want to know who 
made it, who established it, as it 
was and as it is. Many countries 
today ignore their own history. 
This self-suffocation naturally 
leads to a decadence that opens the 
path to new, barbaric civilizations.”

Further into the text, he states: 
“We are hopeless spectators at the 
decline of our civilisation. Europe’s 
nosedive is unique in the history of 
humanity.”

And again: “The West is suffer-
ing from a loss of its fundamental 
landmarks; the renunciation of its 

Christian roots is one aspect of it. 
In this context, utopian philan-
thropy exposes it to the attacks of 
radical Islamism.”

And again: “Very soon, we 
know, there will be in Europe a 
singularly dangerous imbalance 
on the demographic, cultural and 
religious levels.”

And again: “Everything must be 
done so that people can remain in 
the countries that saw their birth.”

And again: “Globalized 
humanity, without 
borders, is a hell. The 
standardization of ways 
of life is the cancer of 
the postmodern world. 
Men become unwitting 
members of a great 
planetary herd, that does 
not think, does not protest, 
and allows itself to be 
guided toward a future that 
does not belong to it.”

In interviews to promote the 
book, he was even more stark and 
candid. In April last, speaking 
to the French magazine Valeurs 
Actuelles, he made clear his view 
that proselytizing in favour of 
the mass movement of peoples 
from African to Europe is at odds 
with the Christian message. “It is 
better to help people flourish in 
their culture than to encourage 
them to come to a Europe in full 
decadence,” he said. “It is a false 
exegesis to use the word of God 
to promote migration. God never 
wanted these heartbreaks.”

He warned that the West, with 
its low birth rate, risked disappear-
ing. “If Europe disappears, and 
with it the priceless values of the 
Old Continent, Islam will invade 
the world and we will completely 
change culture, anthropology and 
moral vision.”

He displayed awareness that, in 
making these statements, he was 
questioning positions being artic-
ulated by other clerics. “Today, 
many priests and bishops are liter-
ally bewitched by political or social 
issues,” he said. “Today, I am not 
afraid to say that priests, bishops 
and even cardinals are afraid to 
proclaim what God teaches and 
to transmit the doctrine of the 
Church. They are afraid of being 
frowned upon, of being seen as 
reactionaries. So they say fuzzy, 
vague, imprecise things to escape 
criticism, and they marry the 
stupid transience of the world.”

It does not require much reflec-
tion to comprehend that a correct 
interpretation of Catholic teach-
ing would take us to an entirely 
different place than the leading 
narrative. Blanket calls to piety and 
blind “tolerance” are inappropri-
ate to Ireland’s situation — indeed 
they invite the ultimate destruction 
of our country within a very short 
time and have also contrived to 
render it easier for dishonest and 
undemocratic-minded politicians 
to coerce citizens into accepting the 
unthinkable.

The False Migration Exegesis
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I think we all know that being 
a girl can be quite hard in the 
modern world. We want to be 

taller or sportier; we don’t like our 
hair; we don’t think we’re pretty 
enough.  We end up making all 
these false assumptions about 
ourselves based on what the 
world tells us and never think 
about what God tells us. 

I know from going to an all-
girls secondary school that how 
we look is a big part of our lives. 
Some of us can spend so much 
time on ourselves that we forget 
about the important things. Now, 
don’t get me wrong: it’s nice to 
dress up and look nice and I enjoy 
curling my hair and wearing a bit 
of makeup every so often but I try 
not to get consumed with it. 

I used to always compare 
myself to someone else and after 
a while I realised that’s there’s 
always going to be someone with 
more talents or who seems pret-
tier. The truth is that we have the 
exact same amount of talents are 
we are equally as beautiful to God. 
I can honestly say if I didn’t have 
my faith I would be so miserable 
thinking I wasn’t good enough. 
But I’ve learnt who I am in God’s 
eyes and that part of my identity 

is important. 
So, what is beauty? I have to say 

I think beauty comes from within. 
I mean: think of a person you 
know who is always nice, gentle, 
never gives out and is always 
helping others. We often hear 
said: ‘Aren’t they just a beautiful 
person?’ That’s because they are! 
Their beauty starts from within 
and radiates out. Many girls I 

know who are like this are very 
strong in their faith and close to 
the Lord. It shows me that Jesus 
changes our hearts and makes us 
more beautiful. 

That’s the key to true beauty, 
drawing closer to Jesus. Genesis 
1:31 says, “And God saw all that 
He had made, and behold, it was 
very good.” God loves you just 
the way you are and He made you 
beautifully. God created the world 
and all its nature so beautifully 
but He was most proud when he 
created Adam and Eve. He had 
made them so beautiful just as He 
has made us. 

The problem is the world tells 
us that we have to become beauti-
ful by doing certain things, and it 
hides the truth that we are already 
beautiful from us. If you struggle 
with beauty don’t be discouraged. 
There are days when I do com-
pare myself to others and believe 
the world’s lies but my faith is 
always there to reassure me with 
the truth. I genuinely believe that 
by praying we come to know our 
worth and true identity, even if 
it is just to ask God every day to 
fill us with his love so that we can 
come to know our true worth. 

God didn’t make any mistakes 
and He has a purpose for each one 
of us. ‘True beauty begins inside’ - 
1 Peter 3:4.

We all know that Easter 
Sunday is coming up very 
soon and we’re probably 

thinking about how much choco-
late we are going to eat, but these 
past few weeks I’ve been thinking 
a lot about what Easter means for 
us spiritually as Catholics. 

If we think about Good Friday 
we would think about suffering, 
despair and pain. Jesus died on 
the Cross and took on all of our 
sins. He carried the cross and fell 
because of its weight. The weight 

of our sins were on His back and 
it didn’t matter how much He fell 
because He cared so much about 
us that He wanted to free us from 
them. That is amazing! 

And just when everyone at the 
time of His crucifixion lost hope, 
they received much joy when He 
rose again on the 3rd Day. He 
showed us that He is bigger than 
all of our shame, guilt and sins 
and that we don’t have to hold on 
to them anymore. 

When we think about Easter 

Sunday we think about joy, hope 
and a new beginning. We see so 
many people searching for a light 
in their darkness today. These are 
people that would have heard the 
story of Lent when they were kids 
in primary school. But they did 
not realise the bigger picture, that 
Jesus went through everything 
just to bring us out of darkness. 
The world makes us feel like we’re 
not good enough but Jesus prom-
ised to never let us feel that way. 

‘I have spoken these things to 
you, that my joy may remain in 
you, and that your joy may be 
made full’ - John 15:11

Beauty: knowing your worth

Joy of Easter in our lives

Adam and Eve, catacombs of 
Saints Marcellinus and Peter,  
4th Century, Rome.

Natural family planning NFP 
is a means for couples to 
achieve or avoid a pregnancy 

that is acceptable to people of all 
faiths and cultures including those 
who chose to live their lives in 
accordance with the magisterium 
of the Catholic Church.

NFP requires a couple to identify 
the fertile phase of the menstrual 
cycle, by observing the naturally 
occurring signs and symptoms 

of fertility in the woman’s body. 
The couple will practice periodic 
abstinence during the fertile days 
if for serious reason their desire is 
to postpone pregnancy. Couples 
using NFP are always open to life 
and God’s plan for their family. 

The fertile phase lasts for only 
six days every cycle, these account 
for 5 days of sperm survival in the 
female genital tract and 24-hour 
survival of the ovum after ovula-
tion; intercourse during these 6 
days can result in a pregnancy. As 
our understanding and knowledge 
of the science of the fertility cycle 
improves, it is possible to more 
and more accurately identify these 
6 days and thus the beginning and 
end of the fertile phase of the wom-
an’s menstrual cycle. 

The most popular NFP meth-
ods are The Billings and Creighton 
methods, which relies on the 
cervical mucus sign and the Symp-
tom-Thermal Double Check STDC 
method, which uses multiple fertil-
ity indicators including mucus and 
basal body temperature. The STDC 
method has a reliability of 98.2 %.

Of course, nowadays couples can 
also use technology to assist their 
fertility awareness with ovulation 
predictor kits such as Persona and 
IPhone apps such as iCycle and 
Kindara. The out dated rhythm 
method used calendar data only, 
was unreliable, and has not been 
recommended by natural family 
planning groups for many years.  

Studies show that NFP enriches 
a couple’s relationship and 
improves communication since 
the man and woman both share 
responsibility for fertility regu-
lation. Women report that they 
feel more cherished since the hus-
band must respect the natural 
ebb and flow of her fertility cycle 
rather than expose her to harmful 
effects of artificial contraceptives. 
Modern NFP offers couples a 

means to plan or avoid a preg-
nancy that is safe, effective and 
free from side effects. 

Couple motivation and proper 
instruction by a qualified teacher 
are key to successful NFP. Most 
couples require 3 months of 
instruction to become autonomous 
in confidently identifying the fertile 
and infertile phases of the woman’s 
cycle. The NFPTAI (Natural Family 
Planning Teachers Association of 
Ireland) trains and supports teach-
ers in STDC method since 1988. 

Our next teacher training course 
will begin in September 2020 in 
Knock with 6 weekends of lec-
tures over 6 months followed by 
3 months of supervised practical 
training in instructing couples on 
the art of NFP. Trainees are eligible 
to sit the exam for the certificate in 
Natural Family Planning and for 
membership of the NFPTAI. The 
course is open to everyone and is 
accredited by The European Insti-
tute of Family and Life Education 
IEEF/ EIFLE. 

The NFPTAI also run one-day 
workshops in NFP. If you would 
like to attend the full course or 
host a one day workshop in your 
parish, please make contact 
through The NFPTAI website: 
www.naturalfamilyplanning.ie. 
info@naturalfamilyplanning.ie  
085 713 0103

Dr. Deirdre Gleeson, Course 
Director NFPTAI

F A M I LY  L I F E

Natural Family 
Planning: Nature’s 
way, God’s way

In the footsteps 
of Irish Monks
Join Irish Dominican Friars on an exciting sightseeing 
guided tour of Irish monastic foundations in Europe.

+ Luxeuil  St. Columbanus

+ Lure  St. Deicolus

+ St Gallen  St. Gall

+ Reicheneau  St. Pirmin

+ Rheineau  St. Fintan

+ Bobbio  St. Columbanus

11–18 AUGUST 2020 
FOR 7 NIGHTS
includes flights, transport, 
hotels, breakfast and evening 
meals.
Included is a donation towards a 
new Classical Catholic School.

To book please phone 

Joe Walsh Tours
DUBLIN 01 241 0800 
CORK 021 427 7959

€1,399
per person 
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The Catholic Church devotes 
vast resources to Catholic 
schools, catechetical materi-

als, youth ministry, all with the aim 
of handing on the faith to the next 
generation. Yet the results are gen-
erally not encouraging. 

Perhaps, then, we should review 
the current model for reaching 
young people. Might it be seriously 
flawed?

US writer and convert to the 
Church Eric Sammons argues that 
the place to begin is with the fac-
tors which influence a person to 
continue as a Catholic after the 
teenage years.

And the strongest influence, 
according to a new study by the 
Pew Research Center, is the faith 
commitment of parents. 

The Center noted that children 
who grew up in a home where reli-
gion was important and whose 
parents frequently discussed faith 
matters were more likely than 

others to continue to practise as 
adults.

For Catholics, if religion was 
“very important” in the family, then 
about 3 out of 4 children remained 
Catholic. If it was “not too/not at 
all important,” only 38% remained 
Catholic.

RELIGIOUS PRACTICE
The father’s faith, however, his 

enthusiastic loyalty to Christ, is 
particularly important. A report 
in Population Studies magazine 
in 2000 found that a father’s reli-
gious practice massively influences 
his children’s future attendance or 
absence from church.

“If a father does not go to church,” 
said the report, “no matter how 
faithful his wife’s devotions, only 
one child in 50 (2%) will become a 
regular worshipper. 

“If a father does go regularly, 
regardless of the practice of the 
mother, between two-thirds and 

three-quarters of their children 
will become regular or irregular 
churchgoers.”

Sammons points out, “if parishes 
want children to retain their faith 
in adulthood, they should focus not 
on the children but on the fathers” 
(Crisis Magazine 9/1/20).

In the Bible, he notes, God deals 
with people through a “mediator” 
such as Moses or, in the Church, 
through bishops and priests rep-

resenting Jesus. In the family, the 
domestic church, the father is the 
mediator.

But parishes, he argues, will have 
to make radical changes to attract 
the fathers of young children. The 
message that young virile men are 
not welcome has to end.

For Sammons, “merely entering 
a typical suburban Catholic parish 
is emasculating: the architecture, 
the music, the felt banners, the limp 
homily, the army of elderly female 
ministers of Holy Communion.”

This picture, as most of us know 
from experience, does not just 
apply to parishes in the US.

CONTROVERSIAL
Should the Church, then, not 

devote a lot more time to devising 
a masculine spirituality and way 
of worshipping God? How about 
more focus in preaching on the 
Mass as a sacrifice? And on hope in 
a secularist world of despair?

Sammons proposes a number of 
changes in parishes. Not all will win 
universal support, but they provide 

a starting point for discussion:
• Priest and people should face in 

the same direction for Mass, he 
says, noting that “men would 
prefer following a leader into 
battle to sitting around a table 
for a chat.” 

• Altar servers should be boys - “the 
visual of hordes of women at the 
altar sends an unwelcoming and 
effeminate message to most men.”

• Silence before and after Mass. 
Chattering people signal that 
they don’t take the Mass seri-
ously, but a man wants a faith he 
can give his life to.

• Sing inspiring and traditional 
hymns, not pop drivel or varia-
tions on Kum-ba-yah.

• Men don’t want to be told week 
after week to “just be nice”; they 
want to be called to make real sac-
rifices, to be involved in practical 
activities; to hear homilies that 
confront today’s anti-Catholic sec-
ularism and that “tell it like it is”.
Fathers are the future, which 

may explain why today’s culture of 
despair is so anti-father.

Future of the Catholic faith lies with fathers

Eric Sammons.

As the UK was regaining Brexit 
independence the EU’s three 
top bosses, Ursula von der 

Leyen, Charles Michel and David 
Sassoli, issued a joint statement.

They said: “The last few years 
have reminded us all that the Euro-
pean Union is more than a market 
or economic power but stands for 
values that we all share and defend. 
How much stronger we are when we  
are together.”

But what values were they talk-
ing about? Reverence for Almighty 
God? Their Christian heritage? 
Respect for human life from its 

earliest stages to natural death? 
The family based on the marriage 
of a man and woman? Care for 
refugees fleeing from poverty and 
terror? Subsidiarity? Objective 
morality?

Far from “sharing and defend-
ing” these values, the EU and 
most of its member states strongly 
oppose them. Yet these values 
are the only possible foundation 
for unity, peace, hope and justice  
in society. 

Being “strong together” is not 
enough. Strength must be used to 
promote what is good and just.

Some years ago a sci-
ence student at an Irish 
university was shocked 

and disillusioned when 
her director advised her to 
ignore the data which weak-
ened the principal finding of 
her study.

With such training, is it 
any surprise that fraud is 
now endemic in scientific 
research - in medicine, 
industry, climate change, 
and so on. Indeed, fraud is 
becoming a major threat to 

the whole science project. 
We can no longer trust even 
eminent professors.

One of the latest scandals 
puts the focus on a London 
University laboratory 
“that published fraudulent 
research, mostly on genetics 
and heart disease, for more 
than a decade.”

Some 60 papers dating 
back to 1997 have been called 
into question. Beside the 
fake results there is the later 
research based on or using 

this concocted data.
The huge waste of money 

donated for particular 
studies is also a concern. 
Much of the research was 
funded by the British Heart 
Foundation.

The Guardian (1/2/20) 
reported: “the number of 
fabricated results and the 
length of time over which 
the deception took place 
made the case one of the 
worst instances of research 
fraud uncovered in a British 

university.”
Dismayed by the deceit, 

Professor Gudrun Moore, a 
geneticist, pointed out that, 
in research, “the facts and 
the data have to be sacred”.

If young researchers are 
not told that, she said, then 
they may assume “if you 
don’t get the outcome you 
want, you can just make  
it up.”

AGENDA-DRIVEN
But this is only the tip of 

the problem. Consider, for 

example, how regularly data 
is dishonestly interpreted 
in so much agenda-driven 
research.

The science world has a 
system of checks in place 
to police against fraud, but 
what it can do is extremely 
limited. The real issue is the 
place of morality in science.

Is it morally ok to doctor 
the data to produce a desired 
result? Is it alright to accept 
funds to produce worthless 
research? 

But such questions lead to a 
much deeper issue. Is moral-
ity a matter of opinion? Are 
people entitled to have their 

own opinions about right 
and wrong, good and evil? 
And to follow those opinions 
without being “judged”?

Or is there a given standard 
by which to measure behav-
iour, including research? 
And where might such a 
standard come from? 

These are the fundamental 
questions that lie behind the 
major problems in science 
and politics and in almost 
every area of society today. 

But the issue of morality is 
such a threat to the secularist 
agenda that our liberals do 
everything they can to sup-
press discussion of it.

Science cannot survive today’s morality

What ‘values’ do EU states share?

BRIAN MCGONAGLE

A photograph has emerged 
which shows US Vice-
President Mike Pence 

at prayer with the task force 
responsible for containing the 
spread of the deadly coronavirus. 
Although Pence received praise 
and encouragement from some 
prominent figures like US 
pastor Franklin Graham, many 
commentators have ruthlessly 
attacked his actions. Bernie 
Sanders, a possible Democrat 
presidential nominee, has 
publically attacked Pence’s faith, 
calling his nomination to lead 
the task force “disgusting”. More 
abuse followed. “I have yet to 

attend a scientific meeting that 
begins with a Christian prayer,” 
tweeted Dr. Angela Rasmussen, a 
virologist at Columbia University.

Jonathon Van Maren, a journal-
ist at Lifesite News, pointed out 
that there is nothing more natural 
than seeking God’s assistance at a 
time of crisis and that historically, 
this has often been done. “When 
the Spanish Flu pandemic struck in 

1918, many churches responded by 
appointing special days of prayer, 
calling upon their congregants to 
beg God for assistance in the face 
of a spreading disease that was 
felling millions,” wrote Van Maren. 
He also noted that the growing 
unease with and hostility to prayer 
in such situations is a mark of the 
rapid secularisation of the Western 
world.

Vice President 
Pence prays 
before meeting 
of coronavirus 
task force

Vice President Mike Pence delivering a speech to Ave Maria University 
students on 28 March 2019. 
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The Church expresses the 
inner reality of Baptism as the 
gift of a new identity through 

the tangible elements used in the 
administration of the sacrament. 
The fundamental element in Bap-
tism is water; next, in second place, 
is light, which is used to great effect 
in the Liturgy of the Easter Vigil. 
Let us take a brief look at these 
two elements.  In the final chap-
ter of the Letter to the Hebrews, 
there is a statement about Christ 
which does not speak directly of 
water, but the Old Testament allu-
sions nevertheless point clearly to 
the mystery of water and its sym-
bolic meaning. Here we read:  “The 
God of peace … brought again from 
the dead our Lord Jesus, the great 
shepherd of the sheep, by the blood 
of the eternal covenant” (13:20). 
In this sentence, there is an echo 
of the prophecy of Isaiah, in which 
Moses is described as the shepherd 
whom the Lord brought up from 
the water, from the sea (cf. 63:11). 
And Jesus now appears as the new, 

definitive Shepherd who brings to 
fulfilment what Moses had done:  
he leads us out of the deadly waters 
of the sea, out of the waters of 
death.  In this context we may recall 
that Moses’ mother placed him in a 
basket in the Nile.  Then, through 
God’s providence, he was taken out 
of the water, carried from death to 
life, and thus – having himself been 
saved from the waters of death – he 
was able to lead others through the 
sea of death.  Jesus descended for 
us into the dark waters of death. 
But through his blood, so the Letter 
to the Hebrews tells us, he was 
brought back from death:  his love 
united itself to the Father’s love, 
and thus from the abyss of death 
he was able to rise to life. Now he 
raises us from the waters of death 
to true life. This is exactly what 
happens in Baptism: he draws us 
towards himself, he draws us into 
true life …

In the second place, there is the 
symbol of light and fire. Gregory 
of Tours (4th century) recounts a 

practice that in some places was 
preserved for a long time, of light-
ing the new fire for the celebration 
of the Easter Vigil directly from the 
sun, using a crystal. Light and fire, 
so to speak, were received anew 
from heaven, so that all the lights 
and fires of the year could be kin-
dled from them.  This is a symbol 
of what we are celebrating in the 
Easter Vigil. Through his radical 
love for us, in which the heart of 
God and the heart of man touched, 
Jesus Christ truly took light from 
heaven and brought it to the earth 
– the light of truth and the fire of 
love that transform man’s being.  
He brought the light, and now we 
know who God is and what God is 
like. Thus we also know what our 
human situation is: what we are, 
and for what purpose we exist.  
When we are baptized, the fire of 
this light is brought down deep 
within ourselves. Thus, in the early 
Church, Baptism was also called 
the Sacrament of Illumination: 
God’s light enters into us; thus 
we ourselves become children of 
light.  We must not allow this light 
of truth, that shows us the path, to 
be extinguished. We must protect 
it from all the forces that seek to 
eliminate it so as to cast us back 
into darkness regarding God and 
ourselves. Darkness, at times, can 

seem comfortable. I can hide, and 
spend my life asleep. Yet we are not 
called to darkness, but to light.  In 
our baptismal promises, we rekin-
dle this light, so to speak, year by 
year. Yes, I believe that the world 
and my life are not the product of 
chance, but of eternal Reason and 
eternal Love, they are created by 
Almighty God. Yes, I believe that 
in Jesus Christ, in his incarna-
tion, in his Cross and resurrection, 
the face of God has been revealed;  
that in him, God is present in our 
midst, he unites us and leads us 
towards our goal, towards eter-
nal Love.  Yes, I believe that the 
Holy Spirit gives us the word of 
truth and enlightens our hearts; I 
believe that in the communion of 
the Church we all become one Body 
with the Lord, and thus we encoun-
ter his resurrection and eternal life. 
The Lord has granted us the light 
of truth. This light is also fire, a 
powerful force coming from God, 
a force that does not destroy, but 
seeks to transform our hearts, so 
that we truly become men of God, 
and so that his peace can become 
active in this world.

In the early Church there was a 
custom whereby the Bishop or the 
priest, after the homily, would cry 
out to the faithful: “Conversi ad 
Dominum” – turn now towards the 

Lord. This meant in the first place 
that they would turn towards the 
East, towards the rising sun, the 
sign of Christ returning, whom we 
go to meet when we celebrate the 
Eucharist. Where this was not pos-
sible, for some reason, they would 
at least turn towards the image of 
Christ in the apse, or towards the 
Cross, so as to orient themselves 
inwardly towards the Lord. Funda-
mentally, this involved an interior 
event;  conversion, the turning 
of our soul towards Jesus Christ 
and thus towards the living God, 
towards the true light.  Linked with 
this, then, was the other excla-
mation that still today, before the 
Eucharistic Prayer, is addressed 
to the community of the faithful: 
“Sursum corda” – “Lift up your 
hearts”, high above all our mis-
guided concerns, desires, anxieties 
and thoughtlessness – “Lift up your 
hearts, your inner selves!” In both 
exclamations we are summoned, 
as it were, to a renewal of our Bap-
tism:  Conversi ad Dominum – we 
must always turn away from false 
paths, onto which we stray so often 
in our thoughts and actions. 

EASTER VIGIL, HOMILY OF 
HIS HOLINESS BENEDICT XVI,

Holy Saturday, 22 March 2008

Water, light and fire
MONTHLY  Meditations

FR. JOSEPH BRIODY

Wisdom Part 24: 
Sirach-More Counsel 

Sirach reminds us that we have freewill 
to choose what is good, to choose God 
himself.  It was the Lord who created 

the human person in the beginning and “left 
him in the power of his own inclination. If 
you will, you can keep the commandments, 
and to act faithfully is a matter of your own 
choice. … Before a man are life and death, 
and whichever he chooses will be given to 

him … He has not commanded any one to be 
ungodly, and he has not given anyone per-
mission to sin” (15:14-15, 20).

In chapter 23 he deals with difficult sins of 
passion, warning of their destructive effects. 
He deals with sexual sins, focusing on adul-
tery—first by a husband (23:18-21) and then 
by a wife (23:22-26). What is interesting 
is the psychology of adultery he portrays. 
Regarding the man he outlines the deceptive 
self-justification that takes place: no one will 
know; I’m doing no harm; God doesn’t mind. 
Sirach writes: “The one who sins against 
his marriage bed says to himself, ‘Who can 
see me? Darkness surrounds me, the walls 
hide me, and no one sees me. Why should 

I worry? The Most High will not remem-
ber sins.’” Sirach traces the consequences of 
adultery—disobedience to the Lord, injustice 
to the other spouse, as well as the compli-
cations and confusion of having children to 
other parents. Sirach’s point is that while we 
try to justify these sins in our own mind, they 
damage relationship with the Lord and with 
others; they damage families, communities 
and society. Only fidelity to the Lord and his 
will leads to happiness. 

Yet there is always hope of reconciliation 
and of healing with the Lord and others. 
While for Sirach, sin is punished, the main 
point is always relationship with the Lord.  
Sirach’s central message is that “nothing 
is better than fear of the Lord, and nothing 
sweeter than to heed the commandments of 
the Lord” (23:27).  

Sirach 24, the Praise of Wisdom, is at the 

very centre of the book. There, wisdom is per-
sonified, presented as a female figure since 
the Hebrew and Greek words for wisdom are 
feminine nouns (hokmah and sophia) and a 
tradition of Lady Wisdom arose. She is pre-
sented as a creature of God, “created wisdom.”  
She pitches her tent in Israel, in the Temple 
of Jerusalem. She is not any kind of goddess 
or deity. Christian reflection will see in her an 
image of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 

The early Christians took over this person-
ification of Wisdom in describing Jesus. They 
used the language and imagery from Prov-
erbs 8 and Sirach 24 (e.g., Colossians 1:15-20; 
John 1:1-18; Hebrews 1:1-2).  The idea of 
Jesus as the “Word” of God is a wisdom con-
cept.  In Jesus the uncreated Word was made 
flesh. Jesus is Wisdom Incarnate. And Mary, 
bearing Christ and seating him on her lap, 
truly becomes the Seat of Wisdom.

SIRACH: SPIRITUAL READING 

Today across NI, all of us, espe-
cially our medical staff, are 
doing all we can to save life. 

As the number of deaths caused 
by Coronavirus continues to rise, 
news reporters frequently remind 
us that behind the statistics are real 
people.  Their lives matter regard-
less of age or ability, gender or 
background. To limit the loss of life 
and heart break for many families, 
the UK Government is investing 
heavily in providing the resources 
necessary to treat patients and pro-

tect the lives of all staff working to 
deliver front-line services.

Against this background, we are 
saddened and dismayed at the Gov-
ernment’s decision to introduce 
extreme regulations for the deliv-
ery of abortion services in Northern 
Ireland. They go far beyond what 
is legally required by the North-
ern Ireland Act (2019), (‘the Act’), 
and utterly ignore the views of 
many citizens – women and men 
- who responded to the consulta-
tion exercise last December. Their 

implementation will facilitate one 
of the most liberal abortion regimes 
anywhere in the world. During 
the pandemic when so much is 
being done to protect lives, these 
regulations do not reflect the over-
whelming will of most people in 
Northern Ireland to protect the life 

of every human being. 
From April 2020 onwards, some 

unborn children will be left com-
pletely defenceless. No-one will be 
able to do anything for them once 
the decision to abort has finally 
been made. This is a disturbing 
prospect for our society, where the 

majority of people still seek to pro-
mote the values of compassion and 
respect for every human being. 

The life of every mother and 
her unborn baby matters. These 
new regulations are predicated 
on the legal assumption that the 
unborn child has no rights, unless 
the child is wanted. Every unborn 
baby matters regardless of age 
or ability, gender or background. 
He or she has the right to be pro-
tected in a community where 
everyone belongs and deserves our 
respect. Every woman faced with 
an unplanned pregnancy matters 
too. She has a right to be cared for 
within a community where she is 
protected from any pressure to 
abort her baby. 

 
† Eamon Martin                                                               
† Noel Treanor                                   
† Donal McKeown 
† Larry Duffy
† Michael Router

Statement by the Catholic 
Bishops of Northern Ireland 
on the coming in to effect 
of Westminster abortion 
legislation in Northern Ireland
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Prayer to Our Lady of Fatima
O Most Holy Virgin Mary, Queen of the most  
holy Rosary, you were pleased to appear to the 
children of Fatima and reveal a glorious message.  
We implore you, inspire in our hearts a fervent  
love for the recitation of the Rosary. By meditating 
on the mysteries of the redemption that are recalled 
therein may we obtain the graces and virtues that 
we ask, through the merits of Jesus Christ, Our  
Lord and Redeemer.

AMEN

Prayer to St. Michael
Saint Michael Archangel, defend us in 
battle, be our protection against the 
wickedness and snares of the devil; may 
God rebuke him, we humbly pray; and  
do thou, O Prince of the heavenly host,  
by the power of God, cast into hell Satan 
and all the evil spirits who prowl through 
the world seeking the ruin of souls.

AMEN

Now more than any time in the history of the Church, 
Ireland and the world needs the Intercession of Our Lady 
of Fatima and of Saint Michael.
ACN invites you to prayer and sacrifice, no matter how 
seemingly small, so that all humanity can heal and grow 
in God’s Love and Mercy.

A suffering World needs Christ, 
the suffering Church needs 
your prayers.
Mass  |  Triduum  |  Novena  |  Gregorian



Oh, Mary!

Mary McAleese finds 
herself in the news 
again. Well, she put 

herself there. She seems to 
have a habit of treating the 
Irish Times letters page as the 
postal address for the Pope. This time she warns him that 
she will leave the Catholic Church if he does not answer 
her questions about Jean Vanier. 

She seems confused. She must think that Vanier was a 
priest and that was why the Pope might have some author-
ity over him. She seems to think that the Vatican would 
have files on a layperson, who did not take a vow of celi-
bacy, about his relations with adult women. 

Mary likes to conflate and obfuscate. Somehow, the cur-
rent Pope should know things about this person’s private 
life, even though he was Bishop of Buenos Aries at the time 
of the wrongdoing that Vanier is accused of. 

She forgets she was President of Ireland at this time and 
that she shared a podium with him in June 2000, where 
she actually paid him tribute for his work for people living 
with disabilities. It sounds like she has more questions to 
ask than the Pope. 

But leave the Church? She rejects nearly everything 
about the Church. She sneers at it. Scoffs at its ceremo-
nies. Calls its people ugly names. Does she really think she 
is still in the Church?

SOROS’ EUROPEAN COURT 

In shocking news, the European 
Centre for Law and Justice, did a 
bit of digging on the background to 

the judges in the European Court of 
Human Rights to discover their con-
nections to lobbying NGOs who seek 
to influence the court but also sup-
port complainants to bring issues to 
the court in order to push legislative 
change through judicial decision making. 22 judges were 
found to have connections to 7 NGOs, 12 of these were linked 
to George Soros’ Open Society Network. 18 of the 22 sat on 
cases that were brought forward by the NGOs who they had 
previously been associated with. They identify 88 problem-
atic cases of these judges adjudicating on cases of NGOs 
they were previously involved with. The impartiality of the 
court is certainly brought into question – and it should not 
be forgotten that it was the ECHR that ruled against Ireland 
and the 8th Amendment, precipitating repeal – the cam-
paign which Soros was also involved in funding. 

It is rarely mentioned that Soros is a billionaire who 
made much of his wealth from shorting stock markets and 
now uses that wealth to influence politics and policy all 
over the world. He does this in plain sight in support of 
‘progressive’ causes, and barely an eyelid is batted, while 
the mainstream media see unidentified bogeymen funding 
conservative causes everywhere they look.

The Power of Fury

British heavyweight boxer Tyson Fury thanked God 
after winning the WBC heavyweight title after 
defeating Deontay Wilder at the MGM Grand 

Garden Arena in Las Vegas, Nevada. While claiming his 
title, Fury revealed his Christian character.

“Thank you to my Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. I say 
those who bring evil against me will not prosper. Those who 
stand in the dark can never come into the light. All praise be 
to the one and only true God Jesus Christ,” Fury said.

Before the fight, Wilder had told Fury that his spirits 
were going to overcome Fury but Fury simply told him he 
has no fear of his spirits as he has God on his side. If that 
is the case, Anthony Joshua will need to look at his own 
backroom team. 
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DR. PAUL DELANEY

Why did science only grow in the 
West? Why not Egypt, India, 
China: great cultures with 

equally smart people?
Prof. Stanley Jaki studied this inter-

esting question in his book The Savior 
of Science. There were many strings to 
his bow: doctorates in physics (study-
ing under Nobel laureate Victor Hess) 
and theology, as well as being a Bene-
dictine monk and priest.

EGYPT: ACCEPTING TOO MANY 
TRUTHS

Egypt constructed the pyramids, yet 
Egyptian mathematics and geometry 
remained a practical art, with only a 
few tantalizing steps towards some-
thing more. They appeared to have a bit 
too much equanimity of mind toward 
the choice between true and false. 

Hence Egyptologist L. Cottrell’s 
remark about the motley collection of 
views, often in brazen conflict with one 
other, that make up Egyptian religion: 

“The impression made on the modern 
mind is that of a people searching in 
the dark for a key to truth, and, having 
found not one but many keys resem-
bling the pattern of the lock, retaining 
all lest perchance the appropriate one 
should be discarded.”

INDIA: IN THE CYCLE OF 
EXISTENCE I AM LIKE A FROG  
IN A WATERLESS WELL

Ancient India was the place where 
decimal counting was born, including 
the positional value for multiples of 10 
and for 0: clear talent.

They had an animistic view of the 
totality of existence: one image was 
the fathomless waters representing the 
body of Vishnu where, out of every hair 
follicle, a universe bubbled forth and 
broke up before long. 

This image was just as inconducive 
to strict reasoning about the actual 
universe as was the breathing of 
Vishnu, supposedly regulating his body 
motions, including his perspiration 
that triggered the appearance of these 
bubble worlds.

The biological perspective demanded 
the riveting of one’s focus on the birth-
life-death-rebirth cycle going on in 
nature with apparently no starting and 

end points, like a treadmill. 
The sinister and stifling character 

of being trapped in a cosmic treadmill 
became fully evident when the Kaliyuga 
– the worst though shortest of the four 
ages constituting a full turn – did not 
give way about 300 B.C. to better times 
signalling the new golden age, Krita-

yuga, lasting four times longer. 
Belief in the Yugas was retained even 

at an enormous price. In the Kaliyuga’s 
1,200 years, each year was interpreted 
as a divine year (360 ordinary years) 
giving 432,000 years. This longer scale 
meant a drastic resignation to the 
“never-ending” presence of Kaliyuga’s 
chief characteristics: ignorance, pov-
erty, and disease. 

There was a standstill, a stillbirth, as 
far as science was concerned, as if noth-
ing could come to its rescue… there 
was in store a resignation couched in 
complaint, however muted, and an 
unquenchable groping for salvation. 

In the Svetasvatara Upanishad the cel-
ebration of the science of the cosmic 
wheel’s eternal turns was coupled with 
the admitting no escape from it. 

CHINA: PANTHEISM BROUGHT AN 
INTELLECTUAL FAILURE OF NERVE

Joseph Needham, an avowed Marx-
ist, was the chief modern expert on 
the history of science in China. To his 
own consternation and to the baffle-
ment of many of his readers, he felt 
impelled to fall back on a theological 
consideration. 

Its essence is the parting of the 
pre-Confucian Chinese with their erst-
while belief in an only God (Creator) 
and Lawgiver. Once this belief (for 
whose existence Needham saw con-
vincing evidence in early Chinese lore) 
was replaced by a quasi-pantheistic 
identification of man and society with 
Nature writ large, the Chinese of old, so 
Needham argued, had an intellectual 
failure of nerve. 

They no longer felt confident that 
their limited mind could grasp and con-
trol the laws of Nature because Nature 
itself was not subject to a Mind and 
Lawgiver who transcended it.

EUROPE
Seeing Jaki’s analysis of Egypt, India, 

China, doesn’t our race seem stuck? Our 
minds seem darkened, for thousands of 
years unable to think themselves out of 
the maze of ideas. We seem to need a 
Saviour.

Realism about this darkening of the 
human intellect is one of the attractions 
of Original Sin teaching.

Nobel Prize winner Charles Townes 
again:

“If we look back in history, I think 
it arguable that the growth of modern 
science owes much to the Jewish and 
Christian religions. Monotheism indi-
cated a consistent and reliable universe 
and the creation an interesting one that 
should be examined. These were view-
points out of which Western science 
could grow.”

It’s only when other cultures are 
studied that one notices there was 
something special in the intellectual 
air in the West: a freedom to think of 
a cosmis
• which was not divine, so could be 

studied by mortals
• with a beginning, culminating in an 

end
• created by a rational creator and so 

possibly a book to be read.

The Saviour of Science

Newtownstewart 
Walks in the Light

To promote the family Rosary for 
Lent, the Parish Pastoral Forum 
of Newtownstewart organised 

an indoor  Rosaary procession. While 
each prayer of the Rosary was recited, 
a person bearing a candle proceeded 
individually up the centre aisle. As the 
parishioners arrived one by one at the 
sanctuary step, they were directed to 
take up stationary positions, gradu-
ally forming a human circle of light. 
By the end of the Rosary recitation, 
the congregation had taken the shape 
of the Rosary beads. This was the par-
ish’s prayer and gift to Our Lady of the 
Rosary to commence the season of Lent. 

Furthermore, in prayer for the victims 
of suicide, and consolation for their 
families, the candlelight procession 
represents the journey from darkness 
into light. The circle of light symbol-

ises the arms of the Church embracing 
each person. As families face an empty 
chair every day, the Church offers com-
fort through prayer and the sacraments 
every day.

Candlelight Rosary Procession in the Oratory on Main Street, Newtownstewart.
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DENISE RICHARDS

There was a very 
poignant moment in 
Glencomeragh House, 

Co Waterford, when Ms 
Katalin Novak, the Hun-
garian Minister for Family, 
presented the Bishop of 
Waterford and Lismore, 
Most Reverend Alphonsus 
Cullinan, with a book about 
Our Lady of Gyor (also 
known as Our Lady of Con-
solations) at Glencomeragh 
House, Co Waterford.

The book reveals a deep-
rooted connection between 
Hungary and Ireland that 
goes back through the cen-
turies. During the 17th 
Century, when Cromwell 
and his army invaded Ire-
land, Bishop Walter Lynch 
of Clonfert was imprisoned 
on an island. He was able 
to take with him an image 
of the Blessed Mother that 
had hung in the Cathedral of 
Clonfert for many years.

He later escaped and 
travelled first to Portugal 
and then to Gyor, Hungary. 
The local Bishop made him 
his auxiliary, and upon 
his death, Bishop Lynch 
bequeathed the image to the 

Cathedral in Gyor.
On Saint Patrick’s Day, 

March 17, 1697, as thou-
sands of people packed the 
Cathedral at Gyor, the image 
began to weep tears of blood. 
Several priests tried to wipe 
away the tears but they con-
tinued for about three hours. 
Later they took the image off 
the wall to examine it but 
could find no natural expla-
nation.

Certainly, Ireland and 
Hungary have suffered per-
secution over the years, and 
the image of the Blessed 
Mother with the child Jesus 
lying on a pillow is a bond 
between the two countries. 

Ms. Novak was invited 
to Ireland to talk about 
her country’s Pro-Family 
policies, which has been 
turning the tide against the 
culture of death over the 
past ten years. The ruling 
Fidesz party which boasts 
a two-thirds majority, has 
introduced several finan-
cial incentives encouraging 
young people to have large 
families.

The Hungarian Minister 
explained the background 
to their party’s progress: “In 
2010, we inherited a coun-
try that was on the brink of 

collapse politically, econom-
ically and morally. Eight 
years of liberal, socialist 
governance (2002-2010) 
destroyed Hungarians’ belief 
in the future. This period 
of Hungarian history was 
characterised by increasing 
taxes, austerity packages 
and dismantling the family 
support system. The fertility 
rate, number of marriages 
were at their lowest in our 
nation’s history. Meanwhile: 
Hungary’s population had 
been decreasing since 1981”

She then went on to 
explain how her government 
have been working to restore 
their nation’s future:

“We announced a fami-
ly-friendly turnaround with 
the aim of fixing Hungar-
ians’ trust in the future by 
putting families at the core 
again. We have been build-
ing a family-friendly country 
that meets the long-term 
needs of families. The very 
aim is to reverse the nega-
tive demographic tendencies 
by enabling Hungarians to 
have children.”

The Minister outlined the 
main principles: 
• Linking family benefits 

to work and encouraging 
responsible childbearing;

• Reviewing every bill from 
the perspective of fami-
lies;

• National consultations 
asking Hungarian citizens 
about how they imagine 
their future and propose 
laws according to it. 

• Building trust in the 
family benefit system: 
never repeal family policy 
measures, but introduc-
ing new ones or extending 
existing ones.”
One of the key meas-

ures employed by the 
Hungarians was the Baby 
Expecting Subsidy: every 
married couple where the 
wife is aged 18-40 will be 
eligible for an interest-free, 
general purpose loan of 
€30,736, which can buy you 
a family home in Hungary. 
If at least one child is born 

during the first five years, 
it remains interest-free and 
repayment suspended for 
three years. After the second 
child, the repayment will be 
suspended for another three 
years, and 30% of the loan 
will be written off. Following 
the third child, the remain-
ing debt will be cancelled.

Other measures include 
a progressive tax system 
where the more children 
you have the less personal 
income tax you pay (average 
income families with three 
children do not pay any per-
sonal income taxes). Women 
with four children are 
exempt from paying income 
tax altogether.

Then, Ms. Novak went on 
to outline the results they 
have already seen from 
their pioneering approach: 
“Without the pro-family pol-
icies, 88,000 fewer children 
would have been born, the 
number of divorces are down 
by 29%; fertility rates are up 
by more than 20%, number 
of abortions dropped by 
more than a third.”

Ms. Novak told the audi-
ence at Glencomeragh that 
79% of the Hungarians share 
the view that they should 
preserve their Christian 

heritage, which means that 
a large majority supports 
policies that are rooted in 
Christian culture. The sev-
en-point Family Protection 
Action Plan and the Hungar-
ian Family Act are based on 
our Christian worldview and 
the traditional definition of 
the family.”

Bishop Cullinan in thank-
ing the minister stated that 
he was “intrigued” when he 
heard her describing herself 
as a pro-family politician. 

“What a breath of fresh 
air. Surely, every politician 
should be pro-family. Sadly, 
many are focused on the 
individual. This is the way 
of modern thinking and so 
much of modern economics 
it seems to me. We see the 
promotion of the rights of 
the individual over family. 
In Hungary, in contrast, you 
are promoting the priority 
and importance of families. 
Not family as against indi-
vidual but knowing that the 
individual flourishes only 
within a family.”

Bishop Cullinan presented 
Ms. Novak with a Celtic 
Cross made by Waterford 
Crystal before drawing the 
well-attended meeting to  
a close.

Hungarian Minister visits Waterford – putting family first

Hungarian Minister for Family 
Ms. Katalin Novak.
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Anyone who saw Irish world champion 
boxer Katie Taylor talking about her 
faith on RTE1’s Life & Soul Christ-

mas Special must surely have been moved in 
some way.

Pausing from time to time to compose her-
self as emotions welled up, Katie spoke with 
an honesty, openness and passion that epit-
omises all that we have come to recognise in 
her. Her faith has clearly been transforma-
tive, and her passion for life, her beliefs and 
her sport leaves a big impression.

A gold medallist at the London Olym-
pics, Katie, who, as a teenager, represented 
Ireland internationally at soccer, is also a 
two-weight world champion and is currently 
undisputed lightweight champion in wom-
en’s world boxing. 

Following her victory over Delfine Persoon 
last year she became one of only seven boxers 
in history, male or female, to hold the world 
titles of all four major boxing organisations.

In the Christmas Special, she said: “I knew 
that my dream (as a child) was from God … I 
knew that God had a plan for my life,” adding, 
“My destiny is in God’s hands.”

Katie’s life has not been without turmoil. 
She has spoken about the pain she went 
through following the break-up of her par-
ents’ marriage. Her father, Peter, had been 
her coach. She went from “seeing him every 
day to not seeing him at all … it cost me a lot”. 
Happily, their relationship seems now to be 
in a better place.

“There are times when you feel that your 
prayers are hitting the ceiling,” she added, 
“but I (came to) realise that He was closer to 
me than I thought.”

Sewn into Katie’s boxing gown is ‘Psalm 

18’. She draws great strength and inspiration 
from such lines as “It is God that equipped me 
with strength and made my way perfect. He 
made my feet like the feet of a deer and set me 
secure on the heights … You have given me the 
shield of your salvation, and your right hand 
supported me, and your gentleness made me 
great.”

She ended the interview on RTE1 by 
saying, “Walking with God is the best deci-
sion anyone can ever make.”

A member of Ireland’s female hockey team 
that has gained qualification for the Tokyo 
Olympics, Elena Tice was also interviewed on 
the Christmas Special. Aged 13, she became 
the second-youngest player in the history 
of cricket, male or female, to play in a One-
Day international, but later decided to focus 
on hockey. By the time she was 21, she had 
gained 100 caps for her country.

Speaking on the Christmas programme, 
she said: “It was a dream to be capped 
for my country” but then expanded on 
the importance of her faith, something 
she shares with other members of the  
Irish team.

“I realised that I was 100% convinced that 
Jesus was who He said He was in the Bible. 
Baptism was (then) a big step, a commit-
ment. I needed God’s grace: you need to be 
transformed.”

The Best Decision You Can Ever Make
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MARIA HORAN

Last month, I wrote about 
underage sexual abuse in the 
UK where vulnerable chil-

dren in care in locations such as 
Rotherham and Rochdale were 
repeatedly failed by their social 
workers’ indifference while men 
removed them from their care 
homes and raped them. 

However, there is another group 
of vulnerable individuals whose 
plight has been come to light 
recently: women with disabilities 
in State care. Since last summer, 
three such women have been raped 
and become pregnant while under 
the protection of the UK’s National 
Health Service, the NHS. In the first 
two cases, it appears that no-one 
has yet been charged with rape. 

In October 2019, I wrote about 
one such case of an unnamed Nige-
rian woman known as AB who was 

almost forced to undergo an abor-
tion at Justice Nathalie Lieven’s 
ruling but whose decision was over-
turned with the help of a massive 
public outcry. The woman gave 
birth to her baby in October and her 
own mother will raise the child. 

This vulnerable woman was in 
the case of the State tasked with 
protecting her. She did not want 
an abortion but having failed in 
its responsibility, the state then 
attempted to force another viola-
tion on her. 

As Lord Alton 
commented, the truly 
chilling decision to end 
the life of a child, against 
the wishes of its mother, 
grandmother and a social 
worker, would have 
been a coercive abortion 
worthy of the brutality of 

the People’s Republic  
of China, where  
forced abortions are a  
regular practice.

After giving birth by caesarean 
in October last, it was reported 
that AB was fitted with a “contra-
ceptive device” - again, without the 
capability to give consent to this. 
It almost seems that the respon-
sibility of not becoming pregnant 
again has been left to AB herself, 
a woman with the mental age of 
a toddler, which begs the ques-
tion: what if she is raped again? 
She can’t verbalise such an assault 
and now that it appears she has 
been fitted with an IUD, this may 
actually make her more vulnera-
ble to sexual predators within the  
“care” industry.

Very little was reported in the 
British media regarding the case 
of the second woman who was 
raped while in care and her forced 
abortion in October 2019. But as 
with AB, many people lobbied in 
an attempt to prevent her from 
also being subjected to a similar 
violation but sadly, their efforts 
were overthrown. 

At the time, Mr. Justice 
Williams ruled that 
medics could physically 
restrain the vulnerable 
woman, if necessary, in 
order to administer a 
general anesthetic and 
perform the abortion. 
SPUC commented that it 
was astonishing that yet 
another ruling of forced 
abortion was being made 
less than five months after 
AB’s case, despite having 
sought reassurances that 
such a violation of human 
rights would never  
happen again.

In February this year, a third 
case came to light. The rapist 
was named as 55-year-old Edson 
Munyikwa who will serve a custo-
dial term of 12 years. He raped the 
non-verbal patient when he was 
looking after her in respite care. 
His crime was only discovered 
when the victim missed her period 
and began suffering a series of fits. 
The news only appeared on the 

Yorkshire BBC website and local 
papers. Leeds Crown Court was 
told that the woman was left seri-
ously traumatised by the abortion 
as she did not understand what 
had happened to her. Margaret 
Akers of SPUC commented that 
it was very troubling that author-
ities saw forced abortion as an 
acceptable solution, compounding  
the violence. 

The young woman’s family made 
the following comment about her 
ordeal: “We find it increasingly dif-
ficult to come to terms with the fact 
that another professional body 
has caused indescribable distress 
to a vulnerable young woman.” 
Another woman has been failed by 
a UK organisation that should have 
better standards of care. 

Just as in the towns of Rother-
ham and Rochdale, many promises 
were made that these crimes would 
be severely dealt with. This has not 
happened. Similarly, public outcry 
that AB’s rape and scheduled abor-
tion should not happen to another 
have not been heeded. Since the 
rapes of these three women with 
special needs were only discovered 
through pregnancies, how many 
other similar women are being 
raped while in care in the UK? And 
why is so little being done about it?

NEWS FROM ACROSS THE IRISH SEA

Forced abortions are 
taking place in the UK

DEREK RYAN

“Why should one baby 
down the hall be given 
care while another is 

left to die?” This was the question 
asked by Sen. Joni Ernst to the 
Senate Judiciary Committee. Not 
one Democrat in the room could 
answer the question.

The Born-Alive Survivors Pro-
tection Act, which Democrats 
have rejected and called unnec-
essary, is not about restricting 
abortions but about giving new-
borns a chance to survive no 
matter where they are born, said 
Sen. Ben Sasse, at a Senate Judici-
ary Committee hearing.

During the hearing, called “The 
Infant Patient: Ensuring Appro-
priate Medical Care for Children 
Born Alive,” Republican senators 
questioned why a baby born in 
a hospital should be treated dif-
ferently than a baby born in an 
abortion facility.

Speaking at the hearing, Dr. 
Robin Pierucci, a neonatologist 
who has spent her career caring 
for babies born too early, referred 
to the Neonatal Resuscitation 
Program, which provides guide-
lines for helping a baby transition 
from intrauterine to extrauter-
ine life. The program defines the 
standard of care medical staff 
is responsible for providing to 
babies born alive.

Pierucci explained that all doc-

tors should promise to provide 
this standard of care to all human 
beings. “There is no ethical reason 
why this medical standard of care 
should be abandoned for a sub-
group of people because they 
might be less ‘wanted’ than others; 
wanted-ness does not determine 
humanness,” she said.

Pierucci pointed out that treat-
ing babies differently just because 
of who delivered them, where they 
were delivered, or their condition 
at birth is wrong. “It would be an 
abandonment of my medical and 
ethical duty if I only responded to 
the need of some babies and not 
to others.”

As Pierucci made clear, some 
aborted babies have a chance at 
life. She said physicians can get 
fetal diagnoses wrong, so every 
baby should be evaluated once he 
or she comes out of the womb to 
determine if he or she has a chance 
at life. She said the bill does not 
require invasive care if a physi-
cian makes the assessment that the 
baby will not survive, but it does 
require that a physician make an 
assessment instead of assuming 
the baby has no hope of life.

Where is the line drawn on 
equality? Why should one baby 
down the hall be given care while 
another is left to die? 

DENISE RICHARDS

American footballer Tim 
Tebow recently spoke of his 
dedication to helping the 

unborn during a pro-life event in 
Kansas. Delivering the keynote 
address at the Kansans for Life 
banquet, he said:

“It really does mean a lot more 
than winning the Super Bowl. One 
day, when you look back and people 
are talking about you and they say, 
‘Oh my gosh, what are you going 
to be known for?’ Are you going to 
say Super Bowl, or we saved a lot of 
babies? It’s a rescue mission. You 
know why we call it a rescue mis-
sion? Because when we say that, it 
puts a timeline on it.”

“When’s the last time you heard 
a rescue mission taking place in a 
month or a few years? No, a rescue 
mission means now,” he continued. 
“It gives you a sense of urgency. 

It says we have to go not because 
it’s our time, but because it’s their 
time. … I have to live a sense of 
urgency because while I might have 
time, they don’t.”

Tebow opened up about how 
abortion has affected his own life, 
being that his mother rejected the 
practice 32 years ago while preg-
nant with Tebow.

“You see, my mom 32 years ago 
had doctors tell her she needed 
to abort me because if she didn’t, 
it was going to cost her life. And 
they didn’t even believe that I 
was a baby. They thought I was a 
tumor,” he said. “To make a long 
story short, when I was born, they 
found out the placenta wasn’t actu-
ally attached. So, the doctor looked 
at my mom after 37 years of being a 
doctor and said, ‘This is the biggest 
miracle I’ve ever seen because I’m 
not sure how he’s alive.’ … I’m so 
grateful that my mom trusted God 
with my life and her life.”

NEWS FROM STATESIDE

Senate Democrats Insist Babies Born Alive 
After Abortions Should Be Left To Die

Footballer Tim Tebow:  
Saving Babies More Important 
‘Than Winning The Super Bowl’

Senator Joni Ernst.

Tim Tebow.
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PHILIP JOYCE

As Saint Matthew describes 
in his Gospel, Saint Joseph 
received an angelic message 

in a dream-state as he lay ponder-
ing the breaking of his engagement 
to Mary of Nazareth. 

“Joseph, son of David,” the Angel 
said, “don’t hesitate to take Mary as 
your wife! For the child within her 
has been conceived by the Holy 
Spirit.” 

Agreeing to be the earthly sup-
port for this Blessed Woman 
became the life mission of this 
hardworking carpenter. Could he 
have had an inkling of the impor-
tance of standing by his betrothed 
– even though the angel assured 
him that Mary would give birth to 
one who would be called ‘Emma-
nuel’ – ‘God is with us’? 

This extraordinary woman, 
who had been dedicated to the 
temple from a young age by her 
parents, Saints Joachim and Ann, 
would eventually become – even 
as a recent issue of National Geo-
graphic (December 2015) put it 
– ‘The Most Powerful Woman in 
the World’. 

The conception of a  
child was a literal 
godsend to her ageing 
parents, Joachim and 
Ann. They had immense 
faith and trust in God, 
and were rewarded with 
the gift of all time –  
Mary – destined to be the 
Mother of God the Son.

Saint Anthony of Padua is said 
to have described her name thus 
– “The name of Mary is sweeter to 
the lips than a honeycomb, more 
flattering to the ear than a sweet 
song, more delicious to the heart 
than the purest joy!” 

The beautiful nature of Mary 
developed during her time in the 
care of her relative, high priest Zach-
ariah, father of John the Baptist, in 
the temple. He was often amazed, 
as even the Qur’an describes in the 
chapter on the house of Amram 
(3:37), to find her with fresh fruit 
out of season. Her explanation 
was,”All that you see comes from 
God, who provides what he pleases, 
without count or number”. 

There is little left on record of 
the time the child, Mary, spent in 
her adopted home but it may have 
looked something like this. 

Mary would have risen with bird-
song at the hour ‘when bad angels 
are silent and when prayers are 
heard most favourably’. She dressed 
with extreme decency – without 
the refinement of jewellery - out of 
respect for the glory of God. Her 
apparel would possibly have been 
a hyacinth-blue robe of soft and 
velvet appearance, a white tunic 
confined by a plain girdle and a long 
veil with folds so formed as quickly 
and completely to cover the face. 

Her shoes would have matched 
her robe. Morning prayer at the 
temple would have included the 
‘Kaddisch’, going back to the 
Jewish flight from Babylon – “Oh, 
God, may Thy name be glorified 
and sanctified in this world which 
Thou hast created according to Thy 
pleasure; let Thy kingdom come; 
may redemption flourish and may 
the Messiah come speedily”.  

Prayers would have been followed 
by embroidery of sacred vestments 
and temple tapestry. 4th century 
Saint Epiphanius tells us that never 
had the earth seen, or ever will it 
see, so many perfections combined 
in a simple daughter of the human 
race. He further relates that she was 
not tall of stature, her skin colour 
was that of  ripe corn, with an aqui-
line nose, lively olive-pupilled eyes 
in a most beautiful oval face. Her 
looks reflected her chaste soul and 
her sweet voice gave consoling 

benevolence to those in need and 
her alms were dispensed with abso-
lute disgression.

God does not change His ways 
abruptly. He prepares long before 
the great events that are to change 
the face of the earth: the virtues of 
Mary were to the Gospel what a cool 
and cheerful dawn is to a fine day.

May is mostly the month of Mary 

and in this year of 2020, twenty-six 
days are. She is, without doubt, 
more than happy to honour her Son 
with us on His five Special Days of 
the Lord, which, this year, include 
His Ascension and the Solemnity  
of Pentecost. 

Hail, Mary, full of Grace.

A ‘dreamer’ is celebrated 
on the first day of May - 
Saint Joseph the Worker

KATIE ASCOUGH

Ireland is cur-
rently facing an 
array of crises: 

housing and coro-
navirus immediately come to 
mind. But there is another type of 
crisis that has largely been ignored 
and, from a Catholic standpoint, is 
arguably most crucial: the crisis in 
catechesis.

Barna, a reputable research firm 
in the U.S., conducted the report 
“Finding Faith in Ireland” in 2017 
to explore the shifting spiritual 
landscape of teens and young 
adults in the Republic of Ireland. 
The research found that while 70 
per cent of Irish youth identify as 
Christian (60 per cent Catholic 
specifically) and 89 per cent have 
attended church at some point, 63 
per cent of Irish youth qualify as 
Christian in name only. That is, they 
identify with a religion whose con-
tent and claims they disagree with.

According to the report, only 
about half of youth in Ireland agree 
with any of the teachings in the 
Apostle’s Creed — resurrection of 
the body/life everlasting ranking 
lowest at 15 per cent. Less than 
one-third of Catholics trust that 
Jesus can understand what their 
lives are like today and 24 per cent 

believe He can speak to them in a 
way that is relevant. 

“Minding your own business” is 
a moral value many Irish Christian 
youth have adopted. Only 37 per 
cent personally feel a responsibil-
ity to share their faith with others. 
As one young man said: “I know a 
lot of teenagers who put genuine 
effort into hiding the fact that they 
are Christian.”

Ireland’s young people were 
described as “lost” and “curious” 
in the report. While Christian 
respondents indicated a muddled 
understanding of core Christian 
teachings, 71 per cent of young 
practising Christians in Ireland 
still want to find a way to follow 
Jesus that connects with the world 
they live in.

So, how do we address this 
crisis? How do we help young 
people marry their appetite for 
faith and identification as Catho-
lic with their lives in the world? I 
believe the answer is simple: better 
catechesis. The main obstacle? The 
Catholic Church has to keep up 
with the times. 

Stay with me.

Of course, I do not mean Her 
teachings should change. But 
She does need to present Herself 

— professionally — on modern 
mediums. That means YouTube, 
Facebook, Instagram, Spotify, 
and more. It means a team of tal-
ented people, hours of hard work, 
countless meetings, and scrutinous 
details. What if I told you this was 
already in motion?

A small team and I have recently 
launched calledtomore.org — an 
online formation platform for 
young Irish Catholics. We are pro-
ducing articles, podcasts, and soon 
videos to clearly and professionally 
communicate the Catholic faith in 
the digital space. 

Formation is critical to the 
revival of the Catholic faith in Ire-
land. The faith cannot survive on 
rote religion, nominal Catholicism, 
and treating Church as a place for 
Sunday only. Our goal is to help 
young people understand their 
faith, go deeper into relationship 
with God, and be better equipped 
and empowered to spread  
the Gospel.

We want to send well-formed 
Catholics into the world to carry 
out their apostolates, follow their 
vocations, and rebuild the Church. 
We want every person to see that 
they are called to know, love, and 
share God in this world and even-
tually to live with Him forever in 
Heaven. We want to provide a 

place where people can learn more 
about and be reminded of this call 
every single day.

Contributors to Called to More 
include Fr. Conor McDonough 
OP, Fr. Gavan Jennings, Domi-
nic Perrem, Gerard Hanley, and 
journalists Rachel Sherlock, Ben 
Conroy, and myself. Everything 
we produce is homegrown from 
Ireland, free to access, and high  
in quality. 

While some faith formation is 
available from the U.S., we believe 
something Irish is even more relat-
able and impactful. We believe it 

should be free, not behind a pay-
wall as many other platforms are. 
And we believe it should always be 
of professional quality.

Contrary to the picture some 
people paint, there is a strong 
appetite for faith in Ireland. With 
the power of the internet and social 
media, we can make the wealth 
of knowledge and beauty in the 
Catholic faith accessible and attrac-
tive to people today. With this, we 
can begin to restore a “lost” and 
“curious” generation. 

Whether you have always been 
Catholic or have never prayed in 
your life, I encourage you to join us.

Find out more at calledtomore.
org or @CTMcatholic on Facebook 
and Instagram.

A solution to Ireland’s crisis in catechesis?

You are called to a relationship. You 
are called to mission. You are called 
to eternity. You are called to more. 
 
Find us @ctmcatholic 
and calledtomore.org

Ireland’s new online  
formation platform.

The angel tells Joseph to awaken and take Jesus and Mary to Egypt. 
Engraving after P. Mignard.
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FR. ALAN NEVILLE

To work in 
the area of 
youth minis-

try today you have 
to be inherently an 
optimistic person. 
It’s not just rec-
ommended, it’s a necessity. The 
prevailing narrative we hear from 
our media is often one of doom, 
with a bit of gloom thrown in for 
good measure. One could easily be 
forgiven for becoming a little weary 
and resigned. However, we are an 
Easter people and hope lies at the 
heart of the faith we profess.

In February, I was blessed to 
lead a day of reflection in a local 
school in Cork. They were an 
amazing group of sixth year stu-
dents with vibrant curiosity and 
open minds. After spending half 
an hour fielding questions that 
were close to their hearts, I had 
the opportunity to ask a couple of 
my own. It was simply, did they 
know what the largest gather-
ing of young people in the world 
was and where did the last one 
take place? Glastonbury, Elec-
tric Picnic, and Coachella were 
some of the answers suggested. 
They weren’t even close. At their 
best these festivals had 175,000 
people, against the 750,000 

young people who attended 
World Youth Day in Panama in 
January last year.

I was fortunate to be there with 
a group of twenty young people 
for the week. It was an extraordi-
nary experience to have so many 
people from all around the world 
gather together to celebrate their 
faith. On the evening before 
the final Mass it’s traditional 
to camp outside, to be ready to 
celebrate the Eucharist with the 
Pope the following morning. 
That night we were surrounded 
by pilgrims from France, Gua-
temala, the USA, Cambodia, 
and South Africa. There was 

very little sleep, but plenty of 
football. It is after all the inter-
national language! The following 
day, Pope Francis reminded the 
youth that that they were not the 
future of our Church, but were in 
fact ‘the now of God’. Drawing on 
Acts 26:16, the Pope told them to 
“Arise, for I appoint you as a wit-
ness of what you have seen”.

ARISE
With this mission in mind 

Catholic Youth Ministry Ireland, 
of which the Missionaries of the 
Sacred Heart and the Dominicans 
are a part of, planned an event 
for young people over the age of 

18 in Knock. It was to be a day 
where we answered the call of 
Pope Francis to Arise, to remind 
ourselves of our identity as chil-
dren of God and as witness to the 
faith. And so it was at 6:00am on 
the dot, on a dry morning, almost 
thirty of us left Cork to join young 
adults from dioceses, movements, 
and religious congregations from 
all around Ireland.

The day had two keynote speak-
ers, including Sr. Susan Jones 
CHF, chaplain to one of the coun-
try’s largest homeless charities. 
She spoke to the group about 
what compassion in action looks 
like. Fr. Brendan Kilcoyne, from 

the Archdiocese of Tuam, talked 
about the legacy of our Church in 
Ireland. In addition to the talks 
we also had lively music ministry, 
some drama, and a range of work-
shops that included drumming, 
prayer, overseas development, 
music, and faith development. 
When our bus pulled back into 
Cork at almost 9:00pm that 
evening everyone was both 
exhausted and energised.

WYD LISBON 2022
As we look to the future, it’s 

abundantly clear that in Ireland 
we have our work cut out for us, 
but we have amazing people who 
have answered the call to give an 
account of the hope that is within 
them and to do it with gentleness 
and humility. From my experi-
ence in our schools, there is an 
innate curiosity and openness in 
our young people that needs to be 
encouraged and fostered. We need 
to see faith formation as some-
thing more than the responsibility 
of our teachers. As Pope Francis 
reminds us, we need witnesses 
filled with the joy of the Gospel 
who are unafraid to share their 
faith by what they say, but more 
importantly what they do. Look-
ing to the next World Youth Day 
in Lisbon in 2022 we are going to 
have an even larger group from 
Ireland. It’s time for us to Arise.

Arise, for I appoint you as a witness of what you have seen

DR. BÉNÉDICTE SAGE-FULLER

Despite this 
a p p e a r -
ing a 

somewhat rash 
assessment, it 
may be fair to 
say that today’s 
problems in society are due in 
large part to the abandonment, 
towards the end of the Middle Ages 
and in the early Modern Times, of 
the idea that ontologically, man is 
a sociable animal. 

From this Aristotelian idea, 
Europe had derived its civilisation. 
Man, who is sociable and binary, 
being man or woman, is in his 
essence dependent on others. It is 
a natural necessity for him to live 
in the Family where love is learnt 
and developed, beyond in the Vil-
lage where he can be sustained 
economically, and ultimately in 
the City where society is organised 
politically. 

St. Thomas Aquinas explained 
that this form of organisation is 
a natural way of being for man, 
who possesses the natural light of 
reason in order to direct his actions 
towards a proposed goal. But he 
cannot achieve this alone: if he 
could, he would be his own king, 

directly under the supreme king, 
who is God. God’s light would suf-
fice for man to achieve his goals 
alone. But man is naturally socia-
ble, and it is a natural necessity for 
him to live in society.

Throwing away this conception 
of man meant that the political 
organisation of people, the State, 
was no longer the embodiment of 
a ruler seeking the common good 
for and with the citizens in order to 
allow them to flourish according to 
their nature and to ensure the unity 

of the City. It meant that from 
Machiavelli (1469-1527) onwards, 
the State is rather based on a social 
contract between individuals, who 
are all seeking their own pursuits, 
but consenting to a degree of cur-
tailment of their freedoms to have 
a certain amount of safety. 

Modern philosophy followed 
this new idea that man in a state 
of nature was entirely self-suffi-
cient and had absolute freedom. 
The way in which this new kind of 
man viewed himself and organised 

human society varied depending on 
the eras and the dominant philos-
ophy. Vast libraries of books have 
been written about the history, phi-
losophy, sociology, even literature 
and anthropology of this emanci-
pation of man. Today’s societies are 
shaken to their core in their struc-
tures, and ultimately, man may well 
have achieved this state of absolute 
freedom. Or has he? 

One contemporary 
anthropologist, Arpád 
Szakolczai, argues that 
this entire Modern Project 
from its inception has been 
about destruction, and that 
this has meant “waging a 
systematic warfare against 
three targets: Nature, God 
and Tradition”.

We can see it around us: 
environmental destruction, elim-
ination of the belief in God, and 
rejection of the ancestral way of 
doing things. It is important to 
understand that the Modern Pro-
ject, the world we live in, is about 
destruction, and not about build-
ing something new to replace an 
unsatisfactory previous order of 
things. Modernity is a permanent 
state of destruction, it is a way of 
being systematically in transition 
from one crisis to another, and 
ultimately it is “destructiveness”. 

Observing what is around us, 
taking stock, and carrying on living 
with dignity, love and hope is diffi-
cult. And more importantly, seeing 
how rapidly society is deteriorat-
ing, we cannot help fearing what 
the future will be for our children. 

And yet. God always provides, 
sometimes in the most delicate and 
unlikely ways amidst the most ter-
rifying realities. As though to tell 
us that Life is really about Beauty, 
Love, Hope, and that these are 
found in the most fragile things 
around us. This is the paradox. 

Today, one of those delicate and 
unlikely ways to resist the spiral of 
destruction of the Modern Project 
is paradoxically with our youth, 
with the means of European Scout-
ing. The prophetic history of this 
movement, created in Germany in 
the aftermath of WWII shows us 
that God is there with us. European 
Scouting is rooted in the traditional 
form of scouting as invented by Lord 
Baden Powell, but transformed into 
a Catholic type of scouting by Ven-
erable Father Sevin. 

Fundamentally, European 
Scouting is about restoring man 
in his original sociable state. It is a 
method of educating young people, 
with the cooperation of their fami-
lies, to allow them re-discover the 
true way of being a Child of God. 
It is complete, it addresses all the 
needs of a child, and it returns to 
the three foundations of Nature, 
God and Tradition. 

Scouts in the Modern World
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PÓL Ó MEÁDHRA 

Suíomh de mhór-mhainistir 
Éireannach ab ea Gleann Dá 
Loch ar bhunaigh Naomh 

Caoimhín í atá suite taobh le 
Páirc Náisiúnta Shléibhte Chill 
Mhantáin.

Mar a thugann an logainm le 
fios tá sé suite i ngleann a bhfuil 
dhá loch ann. Tá cloigtheach, 
séipéil chloiche agus croiseanna 
maisithe i measc na bhfothracha. 
Tá ionad cuairteoirí faoi stiúir 
Oifig na nOibreacha Poiblí ann 
anois le taispeántas spéisiúil agus 
léiriúchán closamhairc ar stair  
na h-áite.

Agus ina bhuachaill rinne Cao-
imhín, duine de na teaghlaigh ríoga 
i gCúige Laighean, staidéar  faoi 
chúram triúr fear naofa, Eoghan, 
Lochan, agus Eanna. Le linn an 
ama seo, chuaigh sé go Gleann 
Dá Loch.  D’fhág sé an ceantar ar 
ball ach bhí sé le filleadh ann, le 
grúpa beag manach chun mai-
nistir a bhunú. Scaip a cháil mar 
fhear naofa agus mheall sé go leor 
leanúna. Fuair sé bás  thart ar an 
mbliain 618. 

Tar éis a bháis bhunaigh a chuid 
manach cathair mhanachúil ann. 
Don chéad sé chéad eile, bhí rath 
agus bláth ar Ghleann Dá Loch. 
Aithníodh an lonnaíocht ar fud 
fad na hEorpa agus níos faide i 
gcéin mar ionad foghlama agus 
oilithreachta agus tá tagairtí ann 

go flúirseach faoi in Annála na 
hÉireann.

Ní insíonn na hiarsmaí reatha i 
nGleann Dá Loch ach cuid bheag 
dá scéal. Mar chuid den mhai-
nistir bhí  limistéir le haghaidh 
scríbhneoireachta agus cóipeála 
lámhscríbhinní, tithe aíochta, oth-
arlann, foirgnimh fheirme agus 
teaghaisí do na manaigh agus don 
dhaonra mór tuata. 

Baineadh úsáid as adhmad 

darach ó Ghleann Dá Loch thart 
ar 1042 chun an fad-long Loch-
lannach is faide riamh (thart ar 30 
m) a thógáil. Tógadh macasam-
hail nua-aimseartha den long sin i 
2004 agus tá sí suite i Roskilde, an 
Danmhairg faoi láthair. 

Bhí duine de na h-ardeaspaig 
is cáiliúla ar Bhaile Átha Cliath, 
Lorcán Ua Tuathaill, ina ab ar 
Ghleann Dá Loch, idir 1153 agus 
1162, bliain inár fhág sé an áit chun 

glacadh le h-ardeaspagóideacht 
na príomhchathrach. Fiú amháin 
tar éis a cheaptha mar Ard-Easpag 
Bhaile Átha Cliath i 1162, d’fhill sé 
ó am go chéile go Gleann Dá Loch. 
Fuair sé bás sa Normainn sa  1180.

Ag Sionad Rath Breasail, sa bhli-
ain 1111, ainmníodh Gleann Dá 
Loch mar cheann de dhá cheann de 
dheoise Laighean Thuaidh. Scríob-
hadh Leabhar Ghleann Dá Loch go 
luath ina dhiaidh sin. 

Thosaigh meath ag teacht ar 
an mainistir sa 13ú haois  nuair a 
tháinig oird de mhanaigh ar nós na 
bProinsiasach agus na nDoimin-
iceach ón mór-roinn chun cinn ar 
fud na hÉireann. Maraon le seo 
comhaontaíodh deoise Ghleann Dá 
Loch le deoise Bhaile Átha Cliath 
sa bhliain 1214  rud a thug stádas 
níos ísle dó. Ón am sin ar aghaidh, 
tháinig laghdú ar stádas cultúrtha 
agus eaglasta Ghleann Dá Loch. 
Scriosadh an lonnaíocht ag fórsaí 
Shasana i 1398 is ní raibh fágtha 
ach fothrach ina dhiaidh  ach  fós 
féin lean sé ar aghaidh mar eaglais 
a raibh  tábhacht áitiúil léi agus áit 
oilithreachta.

Sa lá atá inniu meallann an cean-
tar aoibheann seo  cuairteoirí ó 
gach cearn den domhan faoi mar 
a rinne sé le linn á ré órga. Bímis 
buíoch do Chaoimhín agus a mha-
naigh a d’fhág an seoid seo dúinn.

Gleann Dá Loch

RUADHAN JONES

Depicting the life of Christ on film is 
fraught with danger, in the modern era 
doubly so. But the undoubted stand-

ard-bearer for such films is Franco Zefferelli’s 
six-hour miniseries, Jesus of Nazareth (1977). 
Though not perfect, this reverent, dramatic 
interpretation of Christ’s life is ideal family 
watching for the Easter season.

When it was released, Jesus of Naza-
reth was ground-breaking for the manner 
in which it established the historical back-
drop to Christ’s actions. It situates his life, 
and those of his parents and disciples, in the 

context of first century Judaism, depicting a 
lively faith and culture. 

The attention to period detail and the 
use of authentic settings and locations adds 
layers of depth. We witness Christ preaching 
to his followers in mud huts and on hills, on 
desert sands and on the shores of a great lake. 
By placing Christ’s words in their historical 
context, it brings them to life in our own.

This detail also ensures the film doesn’t 
become too “staged”, an ever-present threat 
given the large, star-studded cast. In all, 
there were 7 academy award winners and a 
further six nominees in the cast. 

However, they are outshone by Robert 
Powell, a relative unknown, as Jesus. His 
ethereal, unblinking performance creates a 
mystique which accurately conveys the twin 
natures of Christ. Apparently, his likeness 
to other depictions of Christ was such that 
when he appeared in costume on set, the 
crew would immediately stop cursing!

In addition to the heavyweight cast, the 
director, Franco Zefferelli, brings a painterly 
eye and a traditional sense for dramatic flair. 
With a background in opera and Shakespeare, 
as well as being a practising (if wayward) 
Catholic, he was ideally suited to crafting 
a film which does justice to the spiritual as 
well as the material aspect. In particular, his 
subtle use of close ups and staging create an 
aura around Powell’s Christ, and makes best 
use of his physical likeness. 

The narrative is largely faithful to the 
detail of the Gospels, though there are ele-
ments which it leaves out and elements 
which it adds, and the only major blot on the 
copybook is the strange depiction of Judas.

But the film is ultimately a faithful adapta-
tion. It recreates the time of Jesus with care, 
while being equally evocative of his twin 
natures, and it is made with a confidence in 
spiritual realities which is often absent in 
modern films of the Gospels. If you want to 
get into the life of Christ over Easter, this is 
as good a place to start as any.

Jesus of 
Nazareth 
(Franco Zefferelli, 1977)

A L I V E !  F I L M  R E V I E W 
OF T H E  MON T H

The Genius Factory: 
The Curious History 
of the Nobel Prize 
Sperm Bank   
By David Plotz

DEREK RYAN 

The Genius Factory, or the Nobel Prize 
Sperm Bank, was a fascination for 
many in the 1980’s after assisted 

reproduction started to become common 
place. Properly named, The Repository for 
Germinal Choice, was considered to be a 
radical human-breeding experiment, with 
a lofty name to cover the reality of how it 
functioned. Beneath the grandiose title was 
a mad scientist attempting to create a busi-
ness from the desires of parents to have 
superior offspring, working in unhygienic 
conditions using very basic technology. 

Though well known at the time, the lab-
oratory quickly faded to obscurity as IVF 
and the like became more common and the 
services more readily available, however the 
impact of the ‘Genius Factory’ lived on in the 
lives of the children born with great expec-
tations and with many questions about their 
origins and ancestry. 

While Plotz avoids directly addressing the 
ethics of such endeavours, or artificial repro-
duction in general, he charts an account of 
the real lives created through the process 
and the struggles they endured.

Of the two hundred children created, Plotz 
explores the questions of what happened to 
them. Were they the brilliant offspring that 
Graham expected? Did any of the “super-

man” fathers care about the unknown sons 
and daughters who bore their genes? What 
were the mothers who were willing to pay 
for designer babies like?

Crisscrossing the country and logging 
countless hours online, Plotz succeeded in 
tracking down previously unknown family 
members-teenage half-brothers who ended 
up following vastly different paths, mothers 
who had wondered for years about the iden-
tities of the donors they had selected on the 
basis of code names and brief character pro-
files, fathers who were proud or ashamed or 
simply curious about the children who had 
been created from their sperm samples.

While not the tour de force of drama that 
might be expected, the story unfolds of lives 
lived, with many questions, confusions 
and heartache. Plotz tells a human story of 
breakthrough that has now become com-
monplace. The first person account of the 
author’s journey to the story is unnecessary 
and distracts from the more interesting lives 
that he seeks to uncover.

A L I V E !  B O O K  R E V I E W 
O F T H E  M O N T H



PART 38: 
THE SPIRIT OF ST. FRANCIS

Dorothy Day’s active life was 
built, following her conver-
sion to Catholicism, on the 

foundation of her deep spiritual 
life. A vital means of sustaining 
this were the retreats which she 
went to every year. “It is not only 
for others that I must have these 
retreats,” she wrote. “It is because 
I too am hungry and thirsty for 
the bread of the strong. I too must 
nourish myself to do the work I 
have undertaken; I too must drink 
at these good springs so that I may 

not be an empty cistern and unable 
to help others.”

There was something of the spirit 
of St. Francis in everything which 
Dorothy did in these years. But as 
with the original spirit of that great 
soul, it was not always easy to get 
agreement among his followers 
on how to put it into practice. On 
one occasion, in the early years in 
which Dorothy’s retreats became 
a vital part of the work they were 
doing, some differences of opin-
ion arose among her workers in 
Pittsburgh. On the evening on 
which a retreat was about to start, 
a few young people broke off from 

the main house of hospitality. It 
seemed to them to be “too organ-
ized” so they decided to start a little 
house of their own nearby. Dorothy 
felt these saw themselves to be the 
“spirituals” of the movement, the 
perfectionists. On the issue of the 
retreat, they felt they didn’t need it 
since they already lived a retreat. 
“But”, she tells us, not without 
a little irony, “they ended up by 
coming at midnight, after imbib-
ing at a few taverns along the way. 
But the important thing is that  
they came.” 

Dorothy Day noted that there is 
“a Bohemianism of the religious 
life among young people as well 
as Bohemianism in the labour 
movement, and it too smacks of 
sentimentality. The gesture of 
being dirty because the outcast 
is dirty, of drinking because he 

drinks, of staying up all night and 
talking, because that is what one’s 
guests from the streets want to do, 
in participating in his sin from a 
prideful humility. This is self-de-
ception indeed!”

Retreats for Dorothy were noth-
ing like that retreat which James 
Joyce described through the words 
of Stephen Daedalus in A Portrait 
of the Artist as a Young Man which 
she had read many years before. 
They were, among other things, a 
way for her to keep her feet on the 
ground, to keep in touch with “the 
one thing necessary” about which 
Jesus spoke to Martha and Mary. 
For her, “The five days of complete 
silence during the retreat were a 
feast indeed. Every day we had four 
meditations of an hour each and 
after each we went to the chapel to 
pray.” Some of these retreats were 

now given by Fr. John Hugo, a 
young priest from Pittsburgh. She 
recalled him speaking to them of 
the “foolishness” of God’s love, of 
the story of the prodigal son, of the 
folly of the Cross, of “the light in 
which we see light.”

“Those first meditations were 
not the usual meditations on the 
four last things, heaven, hell, death 
and the judgment which are given 
at missions in parish churches. 
There was not much talk of sin in 
this retreat. Rather there was talk 
of the good and the better. The talk 
was of the choice we had to make 
and not that between good and evil. 
We have been given a share in the 
divine life; we have been raised to 
a supernatural level; we have been 
given power to become the sons of 
God.” That was the key to life. 
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L I V E S  O F  T H E  S A I N T S 

DOROTHY DAY

ACCOMMODATION

ALGARVE, Albuferia, Portugal. Luxury 1 
or 2 bed aparts for rent. Sky TV, shared 
pool, long/short term. Special winter rates.  
Tel: 087 237 1716.

MEDJUGORJE apartment, bright, spacious, 
nice view, all mod cons, available to rent.  
Tel: 07522 706446.

MEDJUGORJE apts to rent. Lifts, balco-
nies, kitchen. John 087 149 6338.

MISCELLANEOUS

HEALTH and wellness company requires 
help, flexible hours work from home. Part 
time and full time earnings available, email  
ark@flp.com or phone Anita 087 062 4108.

DO you suffer from aches and pains?  
Why not call and find out about our amaz-
ing supplement called Move? Phone Anita  
087 062 4108 or email ark@flp.com

WATERFORD, volunteers needed to help 
distribute Alive!, please. A little help once 

a month. Tel: Breda 01 404 8187 or Julie 
086 0596051 and leave a message and tel 
number. Thank you. 

BOOK of prayers & poems by Maureen 
McGowan. €15. For sale in Knock Book-
shop, Eason’s, Ballina, Mayo. Costcutters, 
Dromore West, & Bernies Shop, Easkey Co. 
Sligo. Proceeds go to Alzheimers, Augham-
ore, Co. Sligo.

RADIO Maria on Saorview TV, channel 210.

SCÉALA Greannmhar faoi na Ginmhillteoirí! 
A prolife satire with lots of statistics, scientific 
citations and prolife talking points. So con-
troversial, it had to be written as Gaeilge. Lán 
de focail neamh-choitianta. 225 leathanaigh. 
20 Yóyó. Ceannaigh ar líne, nó díreach ó  
dmacconville@gmail.com.

LOOKING for live-in carer for an 82 year old 
male, living in Athlone. Full day 9.30-6pm. 1 
possible overnight. Weekends off, and own 
private quarters. Male or female. 50+. Must 
have refs, and no criminal record. Practising 
Catholic. Tel: 086 815 6184.

MEN’S clothing for sale. Selection of top 
quality men’s jackets, size 46 & 48; men’s 
pants waist 40 & 42; men’s long & short 
sleeve shirts, size 17.5-top brands-reasona-
ble prices-photos available on request. Will 
deliver to purchaser. Tel: 086 2634492.

PERSONAL

DUBLIN lady wltm gent 60s for a rela-
tionship. Recent photo and phone number 
please. Box 3101.

MUNSTER male 68 NSND no ties, rural 
background, wltm lady any nationality for 
friendship. Tel: 089 4754921.

PILGRIMAGES

MEDJUGORJE dentist, Dr. Davor Planinic. 
White fillings, porcelain crowns, dental 
implants. High quality work & excel-
lent standards. 00387 3665 1889;  
00387 6344 7840. www.dr.planinic.com

SPECIAL offer to Medjugorje. 16th June,  
Fr. Gerry Campbell, & 8th Sept, Fr. Oliver 
Brennan. Please contact Phyllis Mulligan  
087 202 8492.

RELIGIOUS

HOLYFACE. Reparation books, medals, & 
various scapulars. Write to: Michael Gorm-
ley, 68 Melvin Rd, Terenure, Dublin 6W.

THINKING about a vocation? Interested in 
knowing about the Dominican friars? Visit 
www.dominicans.ie

RARE leaflet re-issue. Devotion to the Third 
Person of the Blessed Trinity. Send SAE 
John Caesar, Dolmen House, Brownshill, 
Carlow.

CANCELLED. The vigil of reparation for 
Ireland’s turning from God in Holy Cross 
Church, Mahon, Cork on Saturday 23rd 
May, had been cancelled. For more info: 
085 252 5612.

NOVENA

DEAR Sacred Heart of Jesus in the past 
I have asked for many favours, this time I 
ask you this very special favour (mention 
it). Take it, dear Heart of Jesus, and place 
it in your broken Heart where your Father 
can see it. Then in his merciful eyes, it 
will become your favour, not mine. Amen. 
Sacred Heart of Jesus I place all my trust 
in thee. Say this prayer for 3 days, prom-
ise publication and favour will be granted. 
Never known to fail. EJ.

THANKSGIVING

THANKS to the Bl. Sacred Heart of Jesus, 
his Mother Mary, St. Gerard Majella, we are 
so thankful for 2 babies being born, a house 
bought, and many other favours received. 
Praise the Lord. SC.

USEFUL SERVICES

ALL unwanted home waste removed. 
Cookers, fridges, beds, suites, wardrobes, 
carpets, etc, removed and disposed of in 
proper manner. No job too small or big. 
Contact Tommy 087 640 6015.

REFACE your kitchen. We change kitchen 
cabinet doors, and worktops. Free esti-
mates. Tel: 01 862 4647.

TYPEWRITERS & dictating machines, 
repairs, sales, ribbons, most makes, Tel:  
01 830 9333.

STATUES, ornaments, glass restoration 
nationwide. Dr. Nicholas von Kerckhoff 
www.atelier-nicholas.com Tel: 087 220 
3898. 

FREE estimates on Southside area, for 
flat roof, patios, and all general work. Tel:  
087 766 5449 or 01 286 9094.

CLASSIFIEDS
€1 per word;  
Box No. €3.00 extra

BREDA: 01 404 8187

BRIAN MCGONAGLE

According to a recent article in the 
Sunday Telegraph, 2019 has been 
the worst year in memory for anti-

Christian violence in India. There were a 
record 328 violent attacks on Christians, 
in which property and churches were often 
looted, burned or vandalised. Only 36 
resulted in the police filing a case, while none 
has yet resulted in a prosecution.

This spike of violence is attributed to the 
rise of the Hindu nationalist government 
of Narenda Modi, who came into power in 
2013. Although Hindus and Christians have 
lived in harmony for thousands of years (it 
is believed that St. Thomas first preached 
the Gospel in India in 52 A.D.), the opinion 
that to be Indian is to be Hindu is becoming 
increasingly popular.

Christians living on the subcontinent have 
reported that, “Hindu villagers have begun 

to exclude them from using their shops to 
buy food.” The Christians are also being 
told to “leave their communities or pay an 
illegal tax to stay, being refused access to vil-
lage wells and having their crops repeatedly 
destroyed.” 

The violence also takes a more organised 
form. RSS, an all-male paramilitary youth 
wing of Modi’s BJP (Bharatiya Janata Party) 
have become known for large-scale attacks 
on Christians. Their weapons of choice are 
the lathi, which are heavy iron bars bound 
bamboo sticks. It is reported that their 
connections to BJP allow them to act with 
impunity.

Christians make up 2.3 per cent of the 
population of India, which traditionally has 
been relatively free from persecution. Today, 
India is the 10th most dangerous country in 
the world to be a Christian according to ADF, 
a Christian NGO.

Worst year for Christian 
persecution in India
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DUMBAG WRITES...  LETTERS FROM A MASTER TO A TRAINEE TEMPTER

Dia dhaoibh a pháistí,
I hope you all had a happy and 

blessed Lenten time and that you 
and your family had a holy Easter.

I am sure you are all enjoying 
spending time at home with your 
families but are missing school and 
your friends. It has been a long time 
since you spent time playing with 
you friends but soon you will be able 
to enjoy games and sports again.

Your summer holidays are 
coming and with more sunshine 
you will enjoy being outside in the 
parks and playing field.

It is a good time to remember 
when Jesus sat with all the children 
to listen to them under the tree. It is 
important to remember that Jesus 
always had time to listen to the chil-
dren and he still does now. Each 
time you pray, you can talk to Jesus, 
to tell him how you are feeling, 
what you are worried about. Do not 
forget to thank Him for all the good 
things in your life. Your family, your 
friends, your nice house.

Also, ask Him to look after all the 
elderly people who are worried and 
lonely during the difficult times Ire-
land is facing and ask Him to help 
them in these challenging times.

Slán go fóill,  Aisling

ACROSS
1. Comment can be astounding (10)
8. Many a book in the bible? (7)
9. Saint has somehow to hide (5)
10. Master returns to me with flower (4)
11. Panic when the priest meets an alien (4)
12. Nothing found in the Rimini Lake (3)
14. Put in ten sir, perhaps (6)
15. Pitch our tent on university grounds? (6)
18. Break the law for this tool (3)
20. Give up part of equity (4)
21. File found after fruit lost its berry (4)
23. Bird seen in the Monavea Glen (5)
24. Where does Sue live? She’s hard to find! (7)
25. Stop natter about a non-Catholic (10)

DOWN
1. Stays with dead body (7)
2. Rodent leaves meerkat humble! (4)
3. Turn to holiday destination (6)
4. Dog sat between two men (8)
5. Fifty get paid to gain knowledge (5)
6. Expected that I painted cat perhaps (11)
7. His poor help upset Aristotle (11)
13. Go regularly and often (8)
16. Spain, it is upsetting for musician (7)
17. Strive in an unusual way to get fasteners (6)
19. Back royal beer! (5)
22. Crack a nut for fish (4)

SOLUTION TO MARCH CROSSWORD: 
ACROSS: 1. Winter 4. Assets 8. Sight 9. Selfish 10. Open-air 11. Amass 
12. Taoiseach 17. Brief 19. Fortify 21. Colonel 22. Ghost 23. Stoker  
24. Jetsam. DOWN: 1. Wisdom 2. Neglect 3. Extra 5. Sultana 6. Erica 
7. Schism 9. Stressful 13. Offence 14. Heinous 15. Abacus 16. System 
18. Igloo 20. Rogue.

KidsKids Corner Corner PRIZE CROSSWORD

Solution to ALIVE! St. Mary’s Priory, Tallaght, Dublin 24.

Return to ALIVE! St. Mary’s Priory, Tallaght, Dublin 24.

€25 CRYPTIC CLUES: €25 for the first correct entry out  
of the bag. Entries before Wednesday, 10th June 2020.  
One entry per family. Winner & answers next month. NO. 244

NAME

ADDRESS

 TELEPHONE

MARCH CROSSWORD  
WINNER: 

John Manning,  
Stuake, Donoughmore,  

Co. Cork.

✃

COLOURING COMPETITION - WIN €10 197

NAME

ADDRESS

 AGE

✃

MARCH COLOURING 
COMPETITION WINNER: 

Ariana Castillo,  
St. Raphael’s Apartments, 
Kilmacud Road, Stillorgan, 

Co. Dublin. Age 11.

ACROSS
1. Comment can be astounding (10)
8. Many a book in the bible? (7)
9. Saint has somehow to hide (5)
10. Master returns to me with flower (4)
11. Panic when the priest meets an alien (4)
12. Nothing found in the Rimini Lake (3)
14. Put in ten sir, perhaps (6)
15. Pitch our tent on university grounds? (6)
18. Break the law for this tool (3)
20. Give up part of equity (4)
21. File found after fruit lost its berry (4)
23. Bird seen in the Monavea Glen (5)
24. Where does Sue live? She’s hard to find! (7)
25. Stop natter about a non-Catholic (10)

DOWN
1. Stays with dead body (7)
2. Rodent leaves meerkat humble! (4)
3. Turn to holiday destination (6)
4. Dog sat between two men (8)
5. Fifty get paid to gain knowledge (5)
6. Expected that I painted cat perhaps (11)
7. His poor help upset Aristotle (11)
13. Go regularly and often (8)
16. Spain, it is upsetting for musician (7)
17. Strive in an unusual way to get fasteners (6)
19. Back royal beer! (5)
22. Crack a nut for fish (4)
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Solutions to March Crossword:

Across: 1. Winter 4. Assets 8. Sight 9.
Selfish 10. Open-air 11. Amass 12.
Taoiseach 17. Brief 19. Fortify 21. Colonel
22. Ghost 23. Stoker 24. Jetsam.

Down: 1. Wisdom 2. Neglect 3. Extra 5.
Sultana 6. Erica 7. Schism 9. Stressful
13. Offence 14. Heinous 15. Abacus 16.
System 18. Igloo 20. Rogue.
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MAZE

Help the 
disciple find 
his way to 
Jesus’ tomb.

Who am I? (Riddle)
Founder of the order Franciscan, Assisi was the 
town that I lived in. I helped the poor and healed 
the sick and loved all of God’s creation.

ANSWERS: ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI.

Dear Dastardly Smithers, 

Ahhh Coronavirus, I’ve never 
seen such a panic.  Nothing 
like the threat of a pandemic 

to unleash the worst in people. 
Panic purchasing, clearing out the 
supermarkets, leaving nothing for 
their neighbour, taking as much 
as they can to try to save their  
own skins.

Don’t they know this world isn’t 
their home anyway? But people 
love the world, their lives, kids, 
cars, pets and jobs more than they 
love Christ.  

Don’t they know that this life is 
but a journey, their journey home 

to their eternal rest. Catholics 
ought to know that they live well 
in order to die well. But they live 
for this life and cling to it, without 
regard for God or their neighbour.

You would think with the threat 
of eternity knocking sooner than 
anticipated people would have a 
care for their souls, Confession 
maybe, or a prayer, or even 
Mass. But people are following 
the news, anxiously awaiting the 
announcement of more cases of  
the virus.

Even the Church, at a time when 
the masses should be worried 
about their soul and taking care 
to return to Christ, are emptying 

the holy water fonts, refusing 
Communion on the tongue, doing 
away with the sign of peace (that’s a 
real shame because it’s such a good 

distraction) and even cancelling all 
public Masses in Rome. 

It’s great for us, to be removing 
the grace of sacramental should 
at such a crucial time. I mean, we 
couldn’t plan it better ourselves. 
People’s lives are at risk. And 
that means their souls are at risk 
too. They could really be doing 
with the protection that horrid 
water affords them. And it’s gone. 
They’re like sitting ducks.  And 
yet they’re still sending the bags 
around for the money. You can 
always count on people putting 
their material needs before their 
spiritual ones.

Disrespectfully dastardly yours, 

Dumbag

The contagion of fear

FRONTLINE  
FRIAR
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FR. DAMIAN O’REILLY, ST. 
VINCENT’S HOSPITAL DUBLIN

Working as a Priest Chaplain 
in St. Vincent’s Univer-
sity Hospital at this time 

of the Covid19 pandemic is one of 
the most challenging and amazing 
experiences of my priestly life. To 
be working alongside health care 
professionals and all the staff of the 
hospital is truly a very humbling 
experience.

As a hospital chaplaincy team 
made up of two ordained chaplains 
and four lay chaplains we provide 
a 24/7 chaplaincy service to the 
patients, their families and to staff. 
We provide the chaplaincy service 
within the guidelines and restric-
tions of the HSE and as chaplains 
we have been trained in all Healthy 
and Safety processes and in infec-
tion control procedures that are 
required, especially in the care of 
our patients that are either sus-
pected or confirmed with Covid19.

We attend to the pastoral and 
Sacramental needs of each patient 
when requested by either the 
patient themselves or by a member 

of the family or next of kin. We are 
available to support the families for 
whom this a particularly difficult 
time. Because of the restrictions, 
families are unable to be with their 
loved ones and this is particularly 
difficult if the loved one is dying. 
To be a pastoral and spiritual sup-

port especially to the family is vital.
Chaplaincy duties have changed 

somewhat in that we are restricted 
from being able to do our normal 
pastoral rounds each day on  
the wards. 

We provide the chaplaincy ser-
vices on request from the patients 

or their families. We are also 
reaching out to family members 
who make contact with us on the 
phone. Patients are anointed and 
prayed with as requested.

Like all who are working on the 
frontline at this time, the support 
and the prayers of the public is very 

much appreciated. I would simply 
say a very sincere “THANK YOU”. 

Please continue to pray for all of 
us and especially for the patients 
and their families and all staff 
at the front line right now. This 
virus can come to anyone of us. 
For that reason, let us be there for 
each other and care for each other 
with the spirit of the healing Christ 
in our hearts who loves us and  
cares for us.

O U R  C A T H O L I C  C O V I D - 1 9  H E R O E S

Life as a Hospital Chaplain during the Covid-19 Pandemic  

Bishop Alphonsus Cullinan carries the cross through the streets of Waterford on Good Friday.

Fr. Damien O’Reilly.

FR. JOHN KELLY, CHAPLAIN, 
TALLAGHT UNIVERSITY 
HOSPITAL

The work of healthcare 
chaplains is face-to-face – 
listening compassionately, 

connecting immediately and 
loving unconditionally. COVID-19 
has challenged and changed the 
way we provide this pastoral care.  

On Holy Thursday, I visited 
a 91 year-old patient with coro-
navirus. A beautiful person who 
attended daily Mass.  After a 
pastoral conversation we prayed 
together, celebrated the Sacra-
ment of the Sick and she received 
Holy Communion.  Ann had not 
spoken to her only brother since 
she was hospitalised.  I con-
nected Ann to her brother and 
they had a conversation which 
turned out to be her last as she 
died peacefully a short time later.

On Good Friday, I visited a 
patient I had met on many occa-
sions during her treatment for 

cancer.  She recognised my voice 
behind the protective mask and 
goggles.  Having listened to her 
fears and sense of isolation I 
was able to connect her by Zoom 
to her husband and sons.  This 
was the last time they were able 
to see and hear their Mother’s 
voice.  After her death the nurse 
and I placed a wooden cross in 
her hand as we prayed for her.

FR. MARIUS O’REILLY,  
MERCY HOSPITAL CORK

Working as a Priest Chaplain 
in St. Vincent’s Univer-
sity Hospital at this time 

of the Covid19 pandemic is one of 
the most challenging and amazing 
experiences of my priestly life. To 
be working alongside health care 
professionals and all the staff of the 
hospital is truly a very humbling 
experience.

As a hospital chaplaincy team 
made up of two ordained chaplains 
and four lay chaplains we provide 
a 24/7 chaplaincy service to the 
patients, their families and to staff. 
We provide the chaplaincy service 
within the guidelines and restric-
tions of the HSE and as chaplains 
we have been trained in all Healthy 
and Safety processes and in infec-
tion control procedures that are 
required, especially in the care of 
our patients that are either sus-
pected or confirmed with Covid19.

We attend to the pastoral and 

Sacramental needs of each patient 
when requested by either the 
patient themselves or by a member 
of the family or next of kin. We are 
available to support the families for 
whom this a particularly difficult 
time. Because of the restrictions, 
families are unable to be with their 
loved ones and this is particularly 
difficult if the loved one is dying. 
To be a pastoral and spiritual sup-
port especially to the family is vital.

Chaplaincy duties have changed 
somewhat in that we are restricted 
from being able to do our normal 
pastoral rounds each day on  
the wards. 

We provide the chaplaincy ser-
vices on request from the patients 
or their families. We are also 
reaching out to family members 
who make contact with us on the 
phone. Patients are anointed and 
prayed with as requested.

Like all who are working on 
the frontline at this time, the 
support and the prayers of the 
public is very much appreciated. 
I would simply say a very sincere  

“THANK YOU”. 
Please continue to pray for all of 

us and especially for the patients 
and their families and all staff 
at the front line right now. This 
virus can come to anyone of us. 
For that reason, let us be there for 
each other and care for each other 
with the spirit of the healing Christ 
in our hearts who loves us and  
cares for us.

Fr. Marius O’Reilly. Fr. John Kelly.

According to the Archdiocese 
of Los Angeles news service, 
Angelus, of the thousands of 

coronavirus deaths in Italy, at least 
87 have been priests.

According to the news agency 
“the Italian bishops conference, 
reported a total of 87 priest mortal-

ities as of March 31st. However, this 
number could be higher; some reli-
gious orders, such as the Xaverian 
Missionary Fathers in Parma, did 
not test the 16 elderly priests who 
died in their residence last month.”

“Three quarters of the diocesan 
priests reported dead were over 

the age of 75. The youngest priest 
to die was 45-year-old Fr. Ales-
sandro Brignone of Salerno. The 
Southern Italian priest had partic-
ipated in a Neocatechumenal Way 
retreat in early March after which 
many participants tested positive 
for COVID-19.”

Priests pay heavy price in Italy - 87 dead

Father Giuseppe Berardelli, 72, of Casnigo, Italy, died in Lavere, Bergamo.


