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LOOK  
WHO IS COMING 
TO CORK Father Mike Schmitz is the keynote speaker for a major 

National Conference on Evangelisation to be held in Cork 
this May. Fr. Mike is the most sought after speaker in the 

US, whose popularity has grown, in particular, due to his mas-
sive on-line presence, amassing a huge social media following. 
Other guests at the conference include Bishop Fintan Gavin, 
(Cork and Ross) and well-known Catholic author Ralph Martin. 
More details on page seven.
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LIAM O’CONNOR

The new Divine Mercy film Love & Mercy: 
Faustina is good, but unfortunately it 
is not 100% accurate. That is according 

to some Divine Mercy promoters in Ireland. 
There are powerful testimonies about Divine 
Mercy throughout the film by nuns and 
priests, but the fact that the film suggests 
that the artist Eugeniusz Kazimierowski, who 
painted the Divine Mercy image, committed 
suicide is upsetting to some devotees. 

“It’s not true”, according to Val Conlon from 
divinemercy.org who was asked to promote 
the film in Ireland and England, but refused. 
“I was not willing to get involved in the film 
as the truth is that Eugeniusz Kazimierowski 
died of pneumonia in 1939.”

According to Mr. Conlon, Kazimierowski, 
a Freemason who converted to Catholicism, 
had a profound experience while painting the 
image. “The artist’s grave stone in Polish says 
‘Jesus I trust in you’ and the Divine Mercy 
image is on his gravestone,” said Val.

JACK WALSH

The Madness of the Crowds 
is a new book by English 
author Douglas Murray. 

According the Sunday Times this 
book addresses “the cultural shift, 
away from established modes of 
religion towards a society in which 
various forms of victimhood can 
provide markers of social status”. 
The book deals with a new culture 
that doesn’t allow any alternate 
voice to be heard on issues that 
are opposed to the liberal ‘group 
think’ that we find in many of our 
main stream media outlets and 
on most of our Western college 
campuses, today. These ‘alternate’ 
views, to so-called liberalism, are 
dubbed hate speech.  

Well the ‘victims’ hungry to 
rise in the social ranks were 
recently out in force to prevent a 
series of ‘hate’ talks from inter-
national bestselling author Jason 
Evert. His crime was that he was 
invited to speak on God’s vision 
for human love and sexuality. 
“To force Jason Evert to cancel his 
talks is such an injustice to such a 
fine family man. Something must 
be about those in Ireland who 
wield their power in such a total-
itarian way, preventing religious 
freedom”, said Martin, who heard 

Jason Evert speak at World Youth 
day, in Poland.

One of the events Jason was to 
speak at still went ahead. It was 
a three-day event for Irish uni-
versity students, to help form in a 
deeper and more authentic those 
who have decided in their hearts 
to live a life for Jesus Christ. Also, 
according to one of the organisers, 
the retreat hoped to help, “build 
fellowship between the many 

on-campus Catholic societies 
across Ireland”.

Students got the opportunity 
to hear talks from students, past 
students, FOCUS (Fellowship of 
Catholic University Students) 
missionaries, and talks from three 
religious. Also along with daily 
Mass and adoration there was 
time for evening socials, music 
seisiúns and catch ups.

The Madness of crowds

Painter died of 
pneumonia not suicide

Irish cinema-goers enjoying the new film on The Divine Mercy.

LIAM O’CONNOR

If you are looking to burn some 
calories after the Christmas at 
the same time as gaining some 

nutrition for the soul, you could 
do worse than follow the footsteps 
of Paddy Smyth on his Camino of 
Cistercian Ruins of Ireland. 

The extent and breadth of the 
Cistercians presence in Ireland 
across the turn of the millennium 
and into the 2nd millennium is 
not as appreciated as it could be. 
Tracing the network of the Cis-
tercian footprint is a veritable 

web of intrigue. 
From Holy Cross Abbey, 

founded in 1168, to Hore Abbey, 
Kilkenny, Tintern Abbey, 
Graiguenamanagh Abbey, to 
Abbeyknockmoy, Boyle Abbey, 
Abbeyshrule, Abbeylara, Bective, 
Old Mellifont and New Melli-
font, and many more in between, 
cycling (or walking) more than 
400kms, will take you on a his-
toric journey through time and 
across the wilds of Ireland. 

To learn more, visit Paddy 
Smyth’s blog at https://cister-
cianruinscamino.blogspot.com/

Camino of Cistercian 
Ruins of Ireland

The nave in Boyle Abbey.

                           Fully Escorted Packaged Pilgrimage - Spiritual Directors - Services of 
Marian Pilgrimages Rep. on the Ground - Return flights - Hotel Accommodation 

Religious Programme - All Airport & local Taxes 

WE INCLUDE

Fully licensed and bonded tour operator TO142

Shrines of Italy

(01) 878 8159   |  (028) 956 80005  |  info@marian.ie
W W W . M A R I A N . I E

PADRE PIO MINI-BREAKS from €699pps

SAN GIOVANNI ROTONDO & ASSISI - €945pps

4 nights from June to October
Dedicated pilgrimages to Padre Pio
Full group programmes and 3 - 4 star hotels, within 
walking distance of the sanctuary.

6 nights | 24 - 30 June
4 nights San Giovanni and 2 nights Assisi
Exploring the Shrines and lives of Padre Pio and
St. Francis of Assisi.

LOURDES & SAN GIOVANNI ROTONDO - €975pps

6 nights | 9 - 15 October
2 nights Lourdes, 1 Benevento & 3 San Giovanni
Visit two of the most popular shrines in two di�erent 
countries with everything organised into one.

MEDJUGORJE & ASSISI - €899pps

7 nights | 14 - 21 October
4 nights Lourdes & 3 nights Assisi
Fly direct to Mostar-Medjugorje & explore the shrine before 
taking the ferry to Italy to visit the shrine of  St. Francis of Assisi 

Jason Evert doing what he does best.
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LIAM O’CONNOR

“Housing is a basic human 
need; without it many 
aspects of a citizen’s life 

break down. Physical & Mental 
health deteriorate. Education & 
worklife are next to impossible. 
Up to 1 million people are affected 
either through mortgage distress, 
homelessness, spending years on 
housing waiting lists or grossly 
unaffordable rents. 

“It is one of the primary respon-
sibilities of a government to make 
sure that families have access to 
reasonably priced homes and that 

those who cannot afford market 
prices have alternative routes to 
a home.  In this, the government 
have completely failed”, claims 
Becky Kealy, a candidate for the 
new political party Aontú.

The Church would agree with 
one’s right to housing. In recent 
times Pope John XXIII in Pacem in 
Terris and the document Gaudium 
et Spes from the Second Vatican 
Council, both speak very clearly on 
this right. 

In his Apostolic Letter Octoges-
ima Adveniens Pope Paul VI was 
very strong on the housing crisis, 
addressing especially the case for 
married couples: “Young couples 

waiting in vain for a decent dwell-
ing at a price they can afford are 
demoralised and their union can 
thereby even be endangered.”

Aontú points out that in a 
well-managed society house prices 
should equal no more than four 
times annual income. In the South, 
the average salary is €44K and 
the average house price is €340K. 
Therefore, average house prices are 

7.7 times the average salary. 
In Dublin, families on the aver-

age wage are paying over 50% of 
their income (after tax) on rent. 
“Our solution is a significant 
increase in the supply of housing. 
If the state invested €2.2 billion in 
capital spending a year, the 10,000 
housing units objective of the Oire-
achtas Housing Committee would 
be surpassed,” said Ms. Kealy.

Youth having a Ball!

Enjoying the Youth 2000 Annual Ball last year.

JACK WALSH

“Establishing romantic rela-
tionships can be difficult 
for young Catholics in 

twenty-first century Ireland as it 
is hard to find like-minded peers 
who understand and respect one’s 
desire to live for God. 

However, this desire ‘married’ 
with the right ordering of thoughts, 
actions, and desires, can lead to 
good, wholesome relationships,” 
according to Amy Hurle McCann, 
who is a member of Youth 2000 and 
looking forward to their upcoming 
Ball for young Catholic adults.

Youth 2000’s Annual Ball this 
year takes place in Naas, Co. Kil-
dare. The Ball is an evening of 
fun, food, dancing and fellowship. 
Most importantly, it is an evening 
anointed by the Holy Spirit, as 

beforehand Holy Mass is being cel-
ebrated in Ballycane Church, Naas. 

“Beginning the evening in this 
way allows the ‘right-ordering’ of 
the hearts and minds of those in 
attendance, encouraging them to 
seek God first”, says Amy. 

Tickets are €50 and can be pur-
chased on Eventbrite. This is an 
over-18s event and ID will be 
required! For more information 
visit www.youth2000.ie. Amy 
says “There are limited numbers, 
so don’t miss out on this amazing 
night of fun and fellowship.”

This event is distinct from the 
organisation’s usual retreats. It is 
also an opportunity to raise much 
needed funds for their continuous 
evangelisation. If you wish to help 
sponsor this event or the mission of 
Youth 2000 please email: develop-
ment@youth2000.ie

JACK WALSH

Credo – I believe - weekends 
have been running for over 
twenty years. Organised by 

Dominican friars, they combine 
talks on Catholic doctrine with 
discussion, prayer and friendship. 

“So many young people have 
a desire to be more educated as 

Catholics, but don’t know where 
to start. Credo is the ideal place, 
with Dominican friars and sisters 
giving in-depth introductions to 
key Catholic teachings,” said Fr. 
Alan O’Sullivan OP, one of the 
main organisers of the event.

The next Credo weekend is on 
at the Emmaus Centre, Swords, 
29th February to 1st March. It 
invites young people (aged 18 – 

35) to take their place in the new 
springtime of evangelisation by 
studying topics from the Second 
Vatican Council.

“Credo is about a more com-
plete education, filling one’s mind 
and heart with Sacred Truth,” 
explains  Fr. Alan. 

Booking is essential @ 01 896 
1260 or email: aeosulli@tcd.ie. 
Reductions for students.

“The Son of Man has  
no place to lay his head.”
AONTÚ calls for action 
to address our national 
housing emergency

Fr. Alan and participants at a recent Credo weekend.

Peadar Toibin, leader of Aontú.

Who believes anymore?
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JOE WALSH TOURS ITALIAN PILGRIMAGES

Licenced by the Commission for Aviation Regulation, TO 052 and TA 0689

SAN GIOVANNI, ASSISI & TUSCANY
• 24 May  |  7 nights 
• Meals included

SAINT PIO SHORT BREAKS
• 3 nights  | 1 May, 29 May, 31 July
• 4 nights  | 13 April, 13 & 20 September

SAN GIOVANNI & MEDJUGORJE
• 18 September  |  8 nights  

PADUA PILGRIMAGE
• 21 August  |  4 nights

For more information, please see: www.joewalshtours.ie  |  01 241 0800

€

€945
pps

€

€659
pps

€

€599
pps

from

€

€939
pps



The biggest story from the 
love-in that is the Golden 
Globes award ceremony was 

the hilarious opening speech by 
comedian Ricky Gervais who evis-
cerated Hollywood and all its actors 
for their hypocrisy, vanity and gen-
eral lack of moral character. 

Because Gervais became the 
focus of everyone’s attention, the 
abortion-promoting acceptance 
speech by actress Michelle Wil-
liams didn’t get the coverage it 
otherwise would have.  

A visibly pregnant Williams 
told the celebrity audience that 
“I wouldn’t have been able to do 
this without employing a woman’s 
right to choose, to choose when to 
have my children and with whom.” 

She also urged women to use 
their vote to support abortion. “So, 
women, 18 to 118, when it is time to 
vote, please do so in your own self 
interest. It’s what men have been 
doing for years.” 

There was, predictably, what 
Professor Robert P George 
described as a Pavlovian response 
from the audience and the media, 
who gushed how brave Williams 
was, as if giving a pro-abortion 
speech to universal acclaim from 
the establishment required any 
real courage. 

It was interesting, however, to 
see quite a different response from 
many women on social media, 
who balked at the notion of trad-
ing the life of an innocent baby 

for a golden statuette.  “No trophy 
is worth more than a child’s life,” 
wrote Lila Rose. “Sacrificing our 
children to pursue our dreams is 
the total antithesis of women’s 
empowerment.”

Williams goes beyond the 
standard abortion campaigners 
arguments about difficult cases, 
asserting the ‘right to choose’ is 
about self-interest.  Her words sug-

gested that the priority for women 
should be the pursuit of career 
goals and ambitions, and that if 
babies get in the way, they have to 
be eliminated. 

Williams may not understand 
this, but what she pitched for is the 
very opposite of female empower-
ment. Why can’t women have both 
a career and a baby? Surely a cul-

ture that tells women they can only 
succeed by submitting to an abor-
tion is one that has utterly failed 
women. 

Abortion doesn’t give women a 
choice - it simply tells them they 
are on their own. Everyone else, 
the father included, can simply 
walk away. To the woman is left the 
choice, the endurance, the loss, the 
sorrow, the pain, the anger and the 
regret. However many statues they 
get to hold, they will always be the 
mother of a dead baby.  

Everyone knows that Hollywood 
is up there with the sex industry 
in treating women like dirt - in 
objectifying and debasing women 
and girls, usually to please rich 

and powerful men. A woman’s 
purpose is primarily to look good 
and babies might get in the way 
of that. There’s no celebrating the 
beauty of carrying a child, or the 
fierce strength of motherhood, or 
the reserve of courage that sustains 
women through an unexpected 
pregnancy. In Tinseltown, values 
are fake and women are told to kill 
their own babies to pursue their 
dreams. That’s not feminism.

Model Leah Darrow had the 
best riposte to Michelle Williams’s 
speech - posted on Twitter from 
the labour ward.  “I’m here get-
ting ready to deliver my fifth baby,” 
she said. “And I want to let all you 
women know, all you young ladies 
who haven’t had babies or are 
maybe listening to what the culture 
says about birth, and women, and 
babies, and choice. Babies don’t 
keep us from our dreams.”

Now that’s courage. That’s giving 
it to the system. That’s really 
empowering women.

Michelle Williams is wrong: women 
don’t need abortion to be successful
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is an exciting new media platform 
for Life, Faith, Family & Freedom

Be part of it!
Call 01 8730465 to donate  
Challenge the consensus

See www.gript.ie

Michelle Williams at the 2012 Tribeca Film Festival premiere  
of Take This Waltz.
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NIAMH UÍ BHRIAIN

Last month, Simon Harris 
finally acknowledged that 
he found some aspect of 

the health portfolio for which 
he is Minister was “sickening  
and wrong”.  

He wasn’t referring to the abso-
lute chaos and disarray in the HSE 
that has led to a million people on 
waiting lists, children in pain and 
without care, and elderly people 
being forced to get ‘Belfast or 
Blind’ busses.  

Instead he put on his most 
self-righteous face to denounce 
peaceful pro-life protests at abor-
tion centres as “undemocratic” 
and “sickening”. The New Years’ 
Day vigil at the National Maternity 
Hospital featured people praying 
and singing hymns. “How dare 
they,” thundered Harris, knowing 
the media would lap up any criti-
cism of pro-life activities. 

He also repeated an 
unproven allegation  
made on twitter  
about vigils harassing 
women, although the 
Garda Commissioner 
Drew Harris recently 
confirmed that there  
was “no evidence” of  
any such harassment  
or intimidation. 

The Minister did admit that leg-
islating to create ‘exclusion zones’ 
to stop pro-life vigils was “not that 
straight forward”. There are, after 
all, pesky considerations such as 
constitutional rights to be taken in 
account.  

His department is looking at 
what other jurisdictions had done 
in this regard - most likely at the 
exclusion zone established around 
a Marie Stopes abortion clinic 

in Ealing in Britain which spells 
out that counselling women as to 
alternatives to abortion is a crim-
inal offence, as is using the word 
‘baby’ or expressing any disap-

proval of abortion.   
Those restrictions are clearly 

about facilitating abortionists, not 
protecting women. Why would 
anyone want to criminalise people 
– mostly women – offering a real 
choice to women in crisis? 

All of this righteous indignation 
and posturing is a welcome dis-
traction from the disastrous job 
Harris is doing as Health Minister.  

Talk of exclusion zones 
is also, of course, a 
distraction from the 
sickening reality of 
what is now happening 
in Irish hospitals.  The 
Rotunda has confirmed 
it is performing at least 
two abortions a week 
because a baby has been 
diagnosed with a severe 
abnormality. The regime 

introduced by Harris 
allows such abortions to 
be carried out until birth. 

A paper published in the Brit-
ish Journal of Obstetrics and 
Gynaecology looking at the use of 
potassium chloride to ensure feti-
cide (the killing of the foetus) in 
late-term abortions spelled out the 
reality of this procedure.   

The document explains that 
potassium chloride is injected 
directly into the left ventricle of the 
baby’s heart – and elaborates that 
‘a decision whether or not to inject 
a further volume of potassium 
chloride’ is taken after 1 minute if 
the heart is still beating. 

As researcher Ruth Foley 
observed last year: in the USA, 
potassium chloride is considered 
so painful that when it is used to 
execute criminals the authorities 
consider it necessary to give anaes-
thetic and a paralytic first to avoid 
being inhumane. No such meas-
ures are offered to preborn babies. 

That’s just one sickening aspect 
of Harris’s new regime. He is 
mistaken if he believes pro-life 
activists will cease to be a voice for 
those tiny lives so cruelly ended.

Simon Harris should be sickened by his late-
term abortion regime, not by pro-life vigils 
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Simon Harris.



RAY KINSELLA 

In a recent visit to Ireland, Katalin Novák, 
Hungarian Minister for the Family and 
Young People, spoke of the National Pro-

gramme for Supporting Marriage and 
Family (NPSMF) in her country. Hungary’s 
full employment, high growth - twice that of 
the EU average - economy has designated 
5% of GDP growth to its NPSMF. It offers a 
radically positive set of supports that many 
young couples - especially women - in Ire-
land can only dream of.

The Programme directly addresses both 
the EU’s demographic ageing syndrome and 
- at the heart of this - the oppressive ideolog-
ical bias against sacramental marriage and 
family formation.

The EU decline in fertility rates means 
that Europe’s population is ageing year after 
year. This translates into a contraction in 
the domestic labour force, an increase in 
dependency rates and rising fiscal transfers. 
It’s happening in Ireland and in other Euro-
pean countries in real-time.

Irelands politics - and our social economy 

- make it challenging for many young people 
to commit to marriage and starting a family. 
The financial pressures and pressures on 
their time - with each other and with their 
children - are enormous.

Even with both working, the possibility 
of getting an affordable house in a location 
accessible to work and amenities is a huge 
challenge for many young couples. The stress 
on relationships, on marriages - and perhaps 
most of all on children - can be enormous, 
resulting in multiple state interventions.

That’s Ireland in 2020. Irish politics is 
anti-marriage and anti-family. The country 
is starved of practical incentives for young 
couples and practical supports for women to 
raise their children and, also, to facilitate their 
re-entry or continuation in the workforce. 

Hungary, faced with declining fertility 
rates which are a legacy of its aggressively 
secular modern history, has adopted a rad-
ically different approach since 2010. The 
Governments programme is  spearheaded 
by Ms. Katalin Novák-- a young married 
woman with three children and an experien-
tial understanding of the practical incentives 
and supports that they need in order to enjoy 

starting, and rearing, their family without a 
forbidding financial burden.

Hungary’s Family Protection 
Programme 7 Point Plan
1. Women who have had and raised at least 

four children will be exempt from per-
sonal income tax payment for life.

2. Couples under 40 years of age are eligible 
for a €30,000 grant when they first get 
married.

3. The government contributes to the mort-
gage loan of families with two or more 
children.

4. Families raising at least three children 
can avail of a grant to purchase a new 
7-seater car.

5. Families receive preferential loans for the 
purchase of a home

6. 21,000 crèche places by 2022
7. Grandparents eligible for a child-care 

subsidy to support working parents 

The positivity and the practicality of the 
Programme highlight the ‘hole in the soul’ 
of Ireland’s stultifying politics - and provides 
an Agenda for Change with Marriage, Family 
and Children at its heart.

QWhy suffering?
A: There is no simple answer to the 
problem of human suffering.

But there are some things that might be 
able to help us approach pain, and we all 
need to learn these things, because all of us 
will experience pain and suffering. Every 
one of us will lose everything that we have at 
some point. If we don’t know why or where 
God fits into this, not only could we fall into 
the trap of allowing our pain to drive a wedge 
between ourselves and God, but we will miss 
out on the power in the suffering.

One of the first things we need to understand 
is that God does not directly will suffering. He 
did not make evil and cannot will evil. In fact, 
evil is not even considered a “thing.”

This is not a random side point. God only 
wills the good. Evil is either the absence of a 
good that God wills or a distortion of a good 
that God has willed. For example, the phys-
ical evil of blindness is not a thing in and of 
itself, it is the lack of a good thing (sight) 
and gluttony is the distortion of a good thing 
(food and eating) that God has willed.

The moment that God created a world 

outside of himself, He allowed the possibil-
ity of evil. Further, the moment that God 
freely created beings outside of Himself who 
have free will, He allowed for the possibility 
that those free beings could choose evil. God 
never directly wills evil, but He allows evil.

I understand if this doesn’t seem to be any 
better. We still suffer, and evil still happens. 
What does it matter if God has directly willed 
it or merely allowed it?

God has the ability to bring good out of evil. 
You already know this. God was able to use the 
evil of Joseph’s brothers selling him into slav-
ery to bring about the good of saving the people 
of Israel. God allowed St. Paul to be thrown 
into jail, but Paul said it offered him the chance 
to proclaim Jesus (Philippians 1:13).

And it sounds like you know that the Bible 
has revealed that there are a number of pos-
sible reasons why God would allow us to 
suffer. These reasons are not always pres-
ent in every suffering. For example, there 
are times we suffer as a consequence of our 
decisions. In Bible terms, this is called “reap-
ing what you sow.” I have brought suffering 
upon myself (or another has brought suffer-

ing upon me) due to bad decisions.
Another reason for suffering is that it is 

a potential remedy. There are times when 
God allows us to experience the Fall now in 
order to “wake us up” and draw our attention 
to him. C.S. Lewis put it this way: “We can 
ignore even pleasure. But pain insists upon 
being attended to. God whispers to us in our 
pleasures, speaks to us in our conscience, but 
shouts in our pains: it is his megaphone to 
rouse a deaf world.”

Pain can also bring us wisdom. Suffering can 
be a teacher. This is one of those things that is 
revealed in the Bible, but almost all of us have 
noticed it in people of great wisdom; they have 
suffered and have allowed their suffering to 
bring them to a depth and understanding of 
themselves and the human experience that 
would have been impossible without it.

Also we should remember that God saved 
the world by taking on a human body, living 
a real life and experiencing real suffering and 
death. He rose in that body. In doing so, God 
didn’t take away suffering — He transformed 
it. God’s willingness to embrace suffering out 
of love has given suffering a meaning and a 

power that it did not have. Even more, Jesus 
has called every person who belongs to Him 
to share in this power. He has invited all who 
love Him to share in his mission.

What this means is that God is on the side of 
those who suffer. Even further, the New Testa-
ment and the story of the Church reveals that 
suffering does not reveal a lack of God’s love.

FEBRUARY 2020  ALIVE!  |  5

Questions and Answers with Fr. Mike

Fr. Mike Schmitz

Hungary – a shining 
light for the family?

Katalin Novák, Minister of State for Family, Youth and International Affairs,  
Ministry of Human Capacities.

ALIVE! NEEDS YOUR SUPPORT, PLEASE!

ANONYMOUS DONATIONS €890: St. Mel’s Cathedral, St Anne’s in Curry, 
St Michael’s in Shroid, Parish of Templemichael, Ballymccormac; €300: An; 
€250: An; €200: An; Shankill; €100: An; ED: R&R; AC; FAMcC; €70: Tullamore; 
€50: An; PS; PL; Mary; €40: DG; €25: An; NS; MO’D; €20: An; JB; M&JB; 
JSMcC; AMcG D.9; €16: JB; €15: An; €10: An; TO; Tramore man; Thiwo; 
€5: An;  STG: £200: RH; £40: KMcQ;

I wish to support ALIVE! Enclosed is my donation for

€1,000 €500 €250 €100
€50 €25 €15 other €

NAME

ADDRESS

TELEPHONE

Please send your donation to: ALIVE! St. Mary’s Priory, Tallaght, Dublin 24

✃

BLOCK 
CAPITALS 

PLEASE

All CREDIT CARD 
Payments accepted. CALL 01 404 8187

AIB, Tallaght  •  SORT CODE: 933317 
ACCOUNT NAME Alive Together  •  ACCOUNT NO: 29097-110 
IBAN IE61AIBK93331729097110  •  BIC BICAIBKIE2D

If 8,000 people contribute just €20 each we can continue for another year.
Special thanks to all of you who donated to ALIVE! during January.
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www.joewalshtours.ie  |  info@joewalshtours.ie  |  01 241 0800
Licenced by the Commission for Aviation Regulation, TO 052 and TA 0689 in compliance with the Package Travel 

and Linked Travel Arrangement Package Regulation 2018.

• Direct return flights from Dublin to Lisbon 
• Guided tour of Sanctuary Square, Fatima 

and Aljustrel region
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CATHERINE O’TOOLE 

Following a video of a recent 
prayer rally outside the 
National Maternity Hospital, 

Health Minister Simon Harris 
pledged his total support to 
create “exclusion zones” against 
pro-lifers around such facilities. 
In a recent statement Harris 
claimed he was “appalled to 
see” the protestors’ peaceful 
demonstration. He also revealed 
that he was conducting talks with 
various governmental bodies in 
order to bring about “exclusion 
zones” which could withstand a 
constitutional challenge.  

In a recent press interview, 
Harris chastised the protestors, 
asking, “How dare you turn up at 
a National Maternity Hospital and 
try to intimidate women?” 

In a September 2019 meeting 
of the Oireachtas Health Commit-
tee, the Garda Commissioner Drew 
Harris informed the delegates that 
there is no need for “exclusion zone” 
legislation. The Commissioner 
stated that there was “no evidence 
to suggest that there is threaten-
ing, abusive or insulting behaviour 
directed towards persons utilising 
those [abortion] services.” Despite 
such assurances, Simon Harris is 
adamant to press on. 

Attention has also been drawn 

to the funding received by the Irish 
Council of Civil Liberties (“ICCL”), 
a body which is leading the charge 
in lobbying for “exclusion zones” 
in Ireland. The Irish news ser-
vice Gript claims that in 2018 the 
group received a €64,476 donation 
from George Soros, well known for 
his pro-abortion stance, as well as 
almost €340,000 from the Euro-
pean Union.  

“The ICCL says its mission is 
about defending civil liberties but 
then it flatly contradicts its own 
mission by seeking to ban peaceful 
protests when it doesn’t agree with 
the stance of the protestors.” com-
mented Niamh Uí Bhriain of the 
Life Institute.

BRIAN MCGONAGLE

On December 26th the 
ISIS-linked group called 
Islamic State in West Africa 

Province (“ISWAP”) released a 
gruesome video of the execution 
of 11 Christians in Nigeria. The 
terrorists claimed that the murders 
were a retaliation for the death of 
ISIS leader Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi 
as well as another prominent 
Islamist figure. 

This latest killing spree of Chris-
tians in Nigeria brings the total 
of deaths for 2019 to over 1,000, 
according to the British aid organ-
isation the Humanitarian Aid 
Relief Trust (HART). Many vic-
tims are Christian farmers who 
suffer vicious attacks at the hands 
of Muslim Fulani herdsmen. These 
nomadic people have become 

increasingly radicalised and now 
the burning of Christian homes 
and churches has become com-
monplace in Nigeria. 

Robert Cardinal Sarah, himself 
from the West African country of 
Guinea, was deeply affected by 
the recent murders. The Cardinal 

said, “In Nigeria, the murder of 
eleven Christians by Islamists is a 
reminder of how many of my Afri-
can brothers in Christ live faith at 
the risk to their own lives. These 
baptised are martyrs. They have 
not betrayed the gospel. Let us pray 
fervently for them”.

Push to ban pro-life prayer outside 
Irish abortion centres continues

Christian 
persecution 
in Nigeria

BRIAN MCGONAGLE

A recent report by the 
Gatestone Institute claims 
that anti-Christian attacks 

in Europe have reached an all-
time high in 2019. Around 3,000 
churches and other Christian sites 
across Europe became targets of 
crime that year.

It is France that appears to be 
the focal point of such attacks – 
government statistics claim that 
Christian sites are vandalised at a 
rate of three per day. The burning 
of the Notre Dame in Paris has 
become an eerie symbol of the 
troubles now plaguing France, 

with many reluctant to believe 
that the fire was accidental.

Ireland itself has not been 
spared. On November 11th 2019, 
a gang entered the Carmelite con-
vent in Malahide, Co. Dublin, 
where the thugs sprayed graffiti 
on the walls and shouted offen-
sive slurs at the elderly nuns. 

CATHERINE O’TOOLE 

A new round of burdensome 
anti-religious laws is due to 
come into effect in February 

in China. The regulations seek to 
control all aspects of religious 
life – formation, gatherings and 
even daily projects have to be 
approved by a governmental 
office. The religious bodies have 
to “adhere to” the leadership 
of the Communist Party as 
well as implement “the values 
of socialism”, which entails 
spreading “the principles 
and policies of the Chinese 
Communist Party.”

The new regulations follow in 
the wake of a large meeting in 
November 2019 between gov-
ernment officials and religious 
leaders. The religious leaders 
were pressured to “re-interpret” 
their core texts (such as the Bible) 
so that they accord with Commu-

nist principles. According to a 
Daily Mail article from Novem-
ber 27th, new Communist Party 
editions of religious books will 
be issued, where “paragraphs 
deemed wrong by the censors will 
be amended or re-translated.”

Meanwhile, more independ-
ent-minded Christian priests and 
pastors continue to suffer. Rev-
erend Wang Yi of the Early Rain 
Covenant Church, an outspoken 
critic of the current Commu-
nist regime, was secretly tried 
on December 26th. He was con-
victed on the charges of “inciting 
subversion of state power” and 
“illegal business operations” and 
sentenced to 9 years in prison. Dr 
Bob Fu of China Aid, a body moni-
toring religious freedom in China, 
commented that the sentence is 
a warning to “the already-per-
secuted Christian community in 
China that unless you’re silent in 
the face of the evil regime, you are 
going to be put in jail.”

Wave of 
church 
vandalisms 
is sweeping 
Europe

Harsh rules for Chinese Christians

Cardinal Robert Sarah.

Notre Dame Cathedral, Paris, 
before the fire.
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EVANGELISATION CONFERENCE
CORK – May 30 & 31 2020 (PENTECOST WEEKEND)

BE A LIGHT IN 
THE DARKNESS

Tickets on sale now from www.dominicanscork.ie

Ralph Martin

is a consultor to the Holy 
Father’s Pontifical Council 
for the New Evangelization. 
Ralph also hosts the US 
weekly Catholic television 
program – The Choices 
We Face. 

Bishop Fintan 
Gavin 

(Cork and Ross) in his 
time in Dublin worked 
closely with young adults 
through gospel choirs, 
World Youth Day.

Patrick Treacy 
Senior Counsel 

is co-founder of the 
centre of Christian 
spirituality ‘Integritas’, 
and is an advocate for 
Christian education.

Fr. Mike Schmitz 

is the most sought 
after speaker in the US. 
He currently runs the 
Newman Center at the 
University of Minnesota.

Sr. Mara Grace 

is a Dominican sister, 
who is currently living 
with her community in 
Limerick. Their mission is 
to teach and promote the 
new evangelisation.

Bénédicte 
Sage-Fuller

lecturer at the School of 
Law, University College 
Cork, helped establish 
Guides and Scouts of 
Europe in Ireland.

IGNITE CONFERENCE SPEAKERS

DEREK RYAN

There is something frighten-
ing about the manufactured 
faux national outrage that 

emerged on the back of the 
Mullingar Parish, on its facebook 
page, making a statement of sup-
port for couples who are trying to 
conceive but avoiding the use of 
in-vitro fertilisation (IVF). 

It is disconcerting that some-
thing so local, that is not against 
the law, that ought to be uncon-
troversial, can become a lightning 
rod for the powers of the State 
and the national media to barrack, 
hector and heckle, a small parish 
going about its religious tasks, into  
submission. 

Firstly, it is important to be 
clear. The Catholic Church is 
against IVF as a means of con-
ception. There are a number of 
reasons. One is the unitive, matri-
monial reason, where the Church 
believes children should be con-
ceived only through the physical 
coming together of a husband and 
a wife. This reason is the basic 
one as separating the procreative 
part from the unitive matrimonial 
part is against God’s plan for man  
and woman. 

The secondary reason is the con-
sequential aspect of it. IVF results 

in the creation of embryos that end 
up being discarded or destroyed. 
Pope Benedict has said:

“First there is already 
the question of what 
happens to the other 
so-called unnecessary 
foetuses, that is, to 
beings who are people 
but who are treated from 
the outset as superfluous 
products. And so, little 
by little, there follow 
many consequences 
that ultimately, step by 
step, will change our 
relationship to human 
nature. What will happen 
next, at what point this 
will lead to what kind of 
catastrophe, we do  
not know.”

There are millions and millions 
of these unborn human beings 
that have already been destroyed. 
There are millions that are sitting 
in limbo, in storage, with no pros-
pect of every being used. These are 
human life, in its earliest stages. 
They have the same moral worth 

as human life at any other stage. 
There is no sliding scale of human 
worth. 

But in Ireland there is. This was 
evidenced through the abortion 
referendum where 66% of the pop-
ulation determined that a 12-week 
old baby in utero has no moral 
worth if it is not wanted. It is clear 
that the Church teaching on the 
earliest life is not understood or 
not being heard. 

Such is the prevalence and 
acceptance of IVF in Ireland now 
that the issue is almost uncon-
tested, and when suddenly, a 
parish – not the national Bishops’ 
conference – has the temerity to 
remind people of the Church’s 
teaching, and to support those that 
are struggling to abide by it, it cre-
ates a national scandal. 

That is not right. If there is to be 
separation of Church and State, it 
is paramount first and foremost 
that the State should stay out of 
the Church. Increasingly we see 
politicians such as Simon Harris 
commenting on religious issues 
– whether it be to do with reli-
gious hospitals or schools. Firstly, 
attempting to bring the weight of 
government down on this small 
parish is brutally unnecessary. It is 
also wrong. But what he said was 
also wrong. 

He said “I thought and cer-

tainly hoped we had moved to a 
point as a country that this sort of 
inappropriate interference in deci-
sions that individuals and couples 
make about their own lives would 
be left to them”. He sought to 
imply that the Mullingar parish 
was doing something untoward- 
either to individuals or to the  
government policy. 

Not at all. The Minister is out of 
line. 

But he was only responding to 
the manufactured outrage that 
was created. This regularly occurs. 
Someone says something that is not 
agreeable to the zeitgeist. People 
cry outrage. People 
say they are hurt. 
The newspapers pick 
it up and present 
it is a controversy 
caused by whoever 
has the unacceptable 
opinions. The story 
becomes national 
news in print and on 
screen. The govern-
ment and politicians 
weigh in. 

It becomes the 
subject of opinion 
pieces across the 
weekend papers. It is 
considered to be ‘oh, 
so wrong’ but why it 
is wrong is not really 
explained, and why 
it may not be, is not 
explored at all. 

Surely, now that 
the Church has been 

brought low, small parishes seek-
ing to go about their pastoral and 
catechetical missions, have the 
right to be left alone, to teach the 
Church teaching, if we are to be a 
plural society? Religious freedom 
is a right. It is a liberty right. It is 
not one that is granted by the State. 

Every other parish, every indi-
vidual looking to live their own 
faith, is quickly getting the message 
that their views are not welcome in 
the public sphere. They are not to 
be uttered. Not even in a pastoral 
sense. Because the mob is waiting. 
And the mob is the government 
and the fourth estate. 

The right to be left alone

Vocations Director - Fr Colm Mannion OP
Mobile: 086-0864420 | Email: colm.mannion@dominicans.ie

"One of the few things in life that
cannot possibly do any harm in the end

is the honest pursuit of Truth."
- Peter Kreeft

Truth
...Lives On and On!

DominicansThe
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YOUTH FORUMTH
E

WITH ÁINE KIRBY

On the 14th of this month 
we will celebrate St. Val-
entine’s day. Many of us 

we will see Valentine’s day as a 
commercial celebration and may 
not know the real meaning of St. 
Valentine’s day. When we first 
think of Valentine’s day, we may 
think of roses, chocolates, cupid 
and bunches of flowers. Many 
Christians don’t associate St. 
Valentine’s day with our religion 
because in modern society the 
Saint is taken out of it. 

So what happened? Saint Val-
entine, who was known as Saint 
Valentine of Rome, was a 3rd 
century Roman saint widely cel-
ebrated in February. He was 
associated with ‘courtly love’. 
Not much of St. Valentine’s life 
is known, and whether or not the 
stories that are known involve two 
different saints of the same name. 

However, it is agreed that St. 
Valentine was martyred and then 
buried to the north of Rome. One 
common story about St. Valentine 
is of when he was a Bishop and he 
was on house arrest with a judge. 
He was discussing religion and 
faith with the judge. The judge 
then immediately put Valentine 
and his faith to the test. St. Val-
entine was presented with the 
judge’s blind daughter and the 

judge told him to restore her sight. 
If he succeeded, the judge said he 
would do anything for Valentine. 

Valentine placed his hands onto 
her eyes and Valentine restored 
the daughter’s sight. The judge 
was humbled and obeyed Val-
entine’s requests. The judge broke 
all the idols around his house, 
fasted for three days and became 
baptised, along with his family and 
the 44 members in his household. 
St. Valentine was later arrested 
again for continuing to try to con-
vert people to Christianity. He was 
sent to Rome under the emperor. 

Another story tells that St. 
Valentine was imprisoned for 
marrying Christian couples and 
aiding Christians being perse-
cuted in Rome. Both of these 

things were considered serious 
crimes. A relationship between 
the saint and emperor began to 
grow, until Valentine attempted 
to convince the emperor of Chris-
tianity. The emperor became 
enraged and sentenced Valentine 
to death. 

He then commanded him to 
renounce his faith or be beaten 
with clubs and beheaded. St. Val-
entine refused to renounce his 
faith and Christianity and was 
executed on February 14, 269. 

Another version of the legend 
of St. Valentine says he refused 
to sacrifice to pagan gods. He 
was then imprisoned and while 
imprisoned he healed the gaoler’s 
blind daughter. On the day of his 
execution, he left the girl a note 
signed “Your Valentine.” 

This stands out for me. If you 
think about it, our society pro-
motes a selfish idea of love that 
you have to feel good all the time 
and it’s all one sided. That’s not 
what true love is. True love is sac-
rifice. We obviously don’t have to 
go to the point of St. Valentine. 
It’s more the message that we 
should make small sacrifices 
every day for the people we love 
because that is true love. So, on 
the 14th of February it can be nice 
to buy someone you love a bunch 
of flowers etcetera, but it is more 
important to make a small sacri-
fice for someone you love and it 
can mean so much more.

Valentine’s Day

Music and singing has been 
a big part of my life since 
I was little. St. Augustine 

said that to sing is to pray twice. 
Recently, I discovered that in the 
Bible it says how important sing-
ing really is and why it matters  
so much. 

Colossians 3:16 says ‘Let the 
word of Christ dwell in you richly, 
teaching and admonishing one 
another in all wisdom, singing 
psalms and hymns and spiritual 
songs, with thankfulness in your 
hearts to God’. 

I found this amazing because it 
shows the importance of singing 
spiritual songs and how it clearly 
pleases God so much. God wants 
His word to be sung as well as 
preached! Singing also builds up 
others around you in their faith 
and I myself have definitely found 
if I ever feel weak in my faith I will 
pick up the guitar and play a few 
songs to remind me of why my 
faith is so important. 

I also find at many retreats the 
music can have a particular impact 
on people and draw them closer to 
Jesus. Something really amazing 
that I read was that Paul and Silas 

were imprisoned for preaching the 
Gospel. What did they do when 
they were imprisoned? Sing! Even 
though they were facing a trial they 
were strengthened by singing. 

We can also apply that to our 
daily lives and any trials we may 
face. It may not seem easy but it 
will strengthen our faith. Many 
people in their faith may still 
struggle to find joy. However, a 
sign of a joyful person may be in 
their singing. So, if you struggle for 
joy try singing. 

The last reason that singing 
matters so much is that when you 
are singing you are glorifying God. 
Singing has a unique way of put-
ting all our focus on God and away 
from all the distractions. If you 
think about it, it’s such a beauti-
ful way of saying thank you to God 
and giving glory to him. Maybe 
you feel like you mightn’t have 
the best singing voice but you can 
always sing a hymn or a spiritual 
song as you’re cleaning the house. 
It doesn’t necessarily have to be in 
front of other people. 

‘Oh come, let us sing to the Lord; 
let us make a joyful noise to the 
rock of our salvation!’ Psalm 95:1

Why singing matters

A date to add to your calen-
dar is the Youth 2000 St. 
Valentine’s Fundraising 

Ball in Naas, Co. Kildare. It will 
take place on Saturday, Febru-
ary 8th. The evening will start 
with the celebration of Holy Mass 
at 4pm in Ballycane Church, 
Naas. The ball will be a fantastic 
evening filled with great food and 
excellent company. There will be 
a band and DJ with wonderful 
music, as well as a raffle. A really 
enjoyable evening is promised.

Youth 2000 
St. Valentine’s 
fundraising 
ball 2020

EILÍS MULROY

The day 
after the 
a b o r t i o n 

r e f e r e n d u m 
result became known, Eilis 
O’Hanlon wrote in the Sunday 
Independent: “The point is now 
much nearer when Ireland will no 
longer have to think about abortion 
quite so much, or so intensively.”

How very convenient. The 
minute abortion becomes legal and 
the killing of unborn babies begins, 
the shutters are suddenly pulled 
down on debating the issue.

To be fair to O’Hanlon, she 
wasn’t endorsing the spiral of 
silence that was about to happen. 
She was simply stating the reality 
as she saw it. About the new abor-
tion regime, she also opined: “The 
future will involve turning a blind 
eye to some unpleasant realities.”

And that’s how it has appeared 
since the referendum. Every day, 
babies who would otherwise be 
alive are losing their lives in Ireland 
as a direct result of the new abor-
tion law that so many in the media 
clamoured to see introduced.

Now that the new law is in place, 
you’d expect that those who call 
themselves reporters and journal-
ists would start questioning the 
new law with the same intensity 
they questioned the previous law 
that safeguarded the right to life of 
unborn babies.

But no such curiosity exists. Not 
even a pretend interest. Instead, 
we are constantly being fed doc-
umentaries and stories by the 
mainstream media about life in 
Ireland under the Eighth Amend-
ment. Anything will pass it seems 
as long as it distracts people from 
the reality of the abortions taking 
place in GP surgeries and hospitals 
throughout the land.

When the Holles Street scandal 
broke last May, involving a baby 
being aborted following a prena-
tal misdiagnosis, RTÉ and other 
media outlets sought reaction from 
doctors who campaigned for abor-
tion instead of interviewing pro-life 
doctors who correctly predicted 
prior to the referendum that trag-
edies just like this would happen 
in the event of the Eighth Amend-

ment being repealed.
It has been an extremely difficult 

few years for pro-life volunteers 
witnessing the loss of life and 
betrayal of women since the new 
law came into effect.

But amidst all the sadness, some-
thing hugely encouraging has also 
been happening. Unlike many 
other countries that introduced 
abortion, the pro-life movement in 
Ireland has not folded its tent and 
headed for the hills. Together, we 
have stood our ground and shown 
resilience and strength in difficult 
circumstances. This will stand to us 
greatly in the years to come as the 
fight back starts in earnest.

Between the various pro-life 
groups, there are so many worth-
while initiatives taking place, from 
student outreach projects in third 
level colleges, to practical supports 
for women experiencing an unex-
pected pregnancy, to the great 
efforts being made to ensure proper 
freedom of conscience protections 
for healthcare workers from being 
forced to facilitate abortions, to 
the efforts being made to establish 
an alternative media to the biased 
mainstream media. These and 
many other pro-life initiatives won’t 
change things overnight, but it’s tre-
mendously heartening nonetheless 
to see them up and running.

If pro-life volunteers had exited 
the public square after the referen-
dum, Ireland would certainly be 
faced with the reality of turning a 
blind eye to the unpleasant real-
ities of legalised abortion. To the 
alarm of the pro-abortion move-
ment that’s never going to happen.

When the referendum result 
was declared on 26th May 2018, it 
seemed like our defeat was final. It’s 
eighteen months since the referen-
dum passed and with every new 
day the pro-life movement grows 
stronger and stronger. Legalised 
abortion has made Ireland a cru-
eller, harsher place, not the kinder, 
gentler country the Minister for 
Health spoke of when the abortion 
law was introduced. As more and 
more people come to realise this, 
support for the pro-life position 
will inexorably start to grow.

Eilís Mulroy is a spokesperson 
for the Pro Life Campaign.

1 IN 10 ROSARY MISSION 

The Rosary is a prayer dear to 
the hearts of Irish people. We 
have clung to the Rosary in 

times of persecution and hardship.
When we collectively pray the 

Rosary, incredible things happen. 
We heard of the victory of the Chris-
tian Fleet in Lepanto after Pope 
Pius V asked to pray the Rosary. 

Austria, 1955, after 10% of com-
mitted to daily Rosary, the Soviet 
Army left without firing a bullet. 
What date? 13th May – feast of Our 
Lady of Fatima.

These examples have inspired 

the 1 in 10 Rosary Mission.
Archbishop Eamon Martin on 

New Year’s gave his support: “I 
am looking forward to launching 
next month the 1 in 10 Rosary Mis-
sion for 2020 to encourage at least 
10% of the population of Ireland 
to pledge to pray the Rosary, or a 
decade of the Rosary, every day, for 
their personal conversion and the 
transformation of Ireland.”

Archbishop Martin will launch 
the Mission on Saturday, 22nd 
February at the Divine Mercy Con-
ference, in the RDS.

Website www.1in10rosary.ie or 
email info@1in10rosary.ie.

Resilience of pro-life movement 
offers real hope for the future
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Irish politicians and media either don’t know 
themselves, or refuse to reveal to the public, 
how tightly EU bureaucrats control Irish 

life and society.
Indeed, our politico-media establishment 

now seems to exist largely to hide the extent 
of this control and how little real difference it 
makes which party is “in power”.

But occasionally voters do get a glimpse of 
what is going on, and how Brussels is pulling 
the strings behind the facade of democracy.

A recent spat between politicians was one 
such moment when people got to see how the 
EU is controlling their lives and taking their 
money. And shaping party policies.

The Sunday Independent reported that 
Fianna Fáil leader Micheál Martin prom-
ised he would consider reducing VAT on new 
homes if he got into power at the next elec-
tion.

But Fine Gael TD Colm Brophy asserted 
that reducing VAT on new homes was not 
legally possible—EU VAT law ruled it out.

Martin’s VAT plan might be good for Irish 
first-time buyers, but that doesn’t count. 

“It is simply illegal. 
How can he not know 
this?” said Brophy, 
“[t]he man was a Gov-
ernment minister for 
14 years.”

The VAT rate on 
new homes is 13.5%, 
which means that 
buyers pay an extra 
€27,000 on a home 
costing €200,000, raising the price to 
€227,000. We’re not told how much of this 
tax goes to Brussels.

But the political row let us see:
a)  how deeply involved EU bureaucrats are 

in setting Irish vat rates;
b)  how Irish politicians have no clue about 

the extent of EU control over our country; 
c)  that even political leaders do not realise 

how little real authority the EU allows 
them. And we call this democracy?

Media 
creating dense 
fake news fog

UK author Charles Moore has accused 
the BBC of being “a secular church” 
which “preaches” its bosses’ views 

to listeners, telling them what they should 
believe on various issues.

“The BBC news coverage reflects the pol-
itics and prejudice of the people who run it. 
This is wrong and it is what I’m objecting 
to,” said Margaret Thatcher’s biographer.

He added: “It tells us we shouldn’t sup-
port Brexit, we should accept climate 
change alarmism and we have to all kowtow 
to the doctrines of diversity.”

In Ireland the problem is far worse. 
Groupthink goes right across the national 
media and the political set-up on a vast 
range of issues from the aims of education 
to Donald Trump’s policies, from church-
state relations to the killing of unborn 
children.

When, for example, did RTÉ ever stage 
a full debate about the secularism which is 
now the established religion? Or about the 
activities of the government-funded Wom-
en’s Council?

Rather, no one in RTÉ, it seems, is capa-
ble of even imagining such a debate.

A few weeks ago Moore was guest editor 
of BBC Radio 4’s Today programme and 
spoke about the difficulties he faced in 
bringing science writer Matthew Ridley on 
to the show because he did not fully share 
the acceptable view on climate change.

Ridley believes the climate is changing 

and that humans are partly responsible. 
But he does not accept “that the change is 
or will be damaging, or that current policy 
would prevent it.”

Indeed, he argues “that current energy 
and climate policy is probably more dan-
gerous, both economically and ecologically, 
than climate change itself.”

But such mild scepticism is viewed by the 
establishment as heretical, and to be sup-
pressed. The public must not be allowed to 
know of other views.

Moore told listeners that despite being 
the guest editor he had faced great diffi-
culty from the BBC “trying to get all this 
stuff about climate change on to this pro-
gramme.”

The obstacles were due to “rulings and 
bureaucracy and the fact that Roger Har-
rabin, the [BBC] environment editor, is so 
biased.”

Growing Up In Ireland is a 
government-funded study of young 
people. It has tracked 8,000 20-year-

olds and 20,000 11-year-olds for about 10 
years. But what value do its findings have?

Take one of the questions put to the chil-
dren at age 17, for example. It asks if they 
think 2nd-level education benefited them 
“in helping you to think for yourself?”

Researchers would have us believe that 
this is an open, “neutral”, “scientific” ques-
tion. It’s not. It’s a loaded question, making 
false assumptions and promoting a relativ-
ist agenda.

1. It tells teenagers that “thinking for your-
self” is a good thing that they should be 
able to do it. The question can be broken 
into three parts: 

(a) Do you agree with this view on 
“thinking for yourself”? (b) “Do you 
engage in an activity which we experts 
think is a sign of intelligence, independ-
ence and maturity?” and (c) “has school 
helped you in this regard?”

This requires three answers but only 
one is allowed. And we can’t know which 
of the sub-questions is being answered. 
So the response has little value.

2. In what ways might a school help pupils 
to think “for themselves”? A student who 

cannot answer this complex question 
can have little idea whether or not the 
school has helped him or her.

3. Does “thinking for yourself” mean 
having “a view” on an issue - global 
warming, pop music, Irexit, media bias, 
the killing of unborn babies?

Or does it require research, reflection, 
experience, the ability to view an issue 
from various angles? Researchers and 
pupils may not even agree on what the 
question means.

4. The researchers, adopting a popular 
slogan without any thought, assume that 
“thinking for yourself” is a good thing. 
But is it? And do they do it themselves?

What does “for yourself” add to “think-
ing”? Does it mean ignoring the wisdom 
and experience of those who have gone 
before us? And where does a desire for 
truth fit in with all this?

Might it not be better for pupils and the 
whole society if schools were to foster in 
children a love for truth, an ability to seek 
it, and a desire to live always by the truth?

Many other questions in Growing Up 
are as flawed or biased as this one. Which 
raises big questions about the findings and 
the agendas behind the study.

On 22 February 1943 Hans Scholl, aged 
24, and his sister Sophie, 21, were 
sentenced to death by a Nazi court 

and beheaded three hours later. Their crime? 
Being members of The White Rose.

This tiny group consisted mainly of uni-
versity students, and its members were 
deeply influenced by many of the leading 
writers in the Catholic renewal going on in 
Europe at the time.

Founded in Munich in June 1942, it sought 
to promote non-violent resistance. Using graf-
fiti and leaflets, The White Rose tried to waken 
university students and the wider German 
public to recognise and resist the Nazi evils 
going on all around them. 

The Catholic Church today, suffering from 
a profound loss of confidence in its mission, 
needs to take to heart a statement made at the 
end of the group’s fourth leaflet.

They wrote: “We will not be silent. We are 
your bad conscience. The White Rose will not 
leave you in peace!”

Their target was not just the Nazi evils but 
also the people’s fear, silence, indifference and 
passivity that allowed the evil to continue.

The young people knew they were putting 
their lives at risk but their Christian faith and 
hope gave them the courage to name the evil 
and to speak out.

Calling on people to repent, to turn away 
from specific evils and to open their hearts to 
God was a key part of Christ’s mission. It is 
still a central part of the prophetic mission he 
entrusted to his Church.

SHIRKING
But for many decades now the Church has 

been shirking this duty, seeing no evil, seeking 
approval from sinners of all hues, unwilling or 
afraid to speak out against the dreadful injus-
tices that abound in our society.

In keeping with today’s cultural climate, 
priests now prefer to focus on “the positive”, 

to build up people’s self-esteem, to make 
them “feel good about themselves”, to be “tol-
erant, non-judgmental and inclusive”.

This is taken to be “good pastoral practice”, 
even though it is clearly contrary to the pat-
tern set by Jesus. 

In fact, it is rooted in a desire for peace 
or popularity. It springs from the fear of 
denouncing evil and of speaking about the 
last judgment that every person must face at 
the end of life.

The failure to announce Christian morality 
has also played a major part in promoting a 
brutal, pro-choice anti-morality through our 
whole society.

The Church must set out to recover a com-
plete view of its mission. It must call lapsed 
Catholics back to Christ and Sunday Mass, 
highlight the commandments of God, point 
out the evil of now widely accepted sins 
like abortion, adultery, calumny, voting for 
evil-doing politicians, and so on.

And like the Scholls and many of their 
friends, it must be prepared to pay the price 
of preaching the gospel and the demands  
it makes.

Row over VAT on new 
homes exposes EU control

Can we get experts to 
‘think for themselves’?

Church needs to 
learn from Hans 
and Sophie Scholl

Micheal Martin
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A bust of Sophie Scholl by the sculptor 
Wolfgang Eckert near Regensburg.

Charles Moore, former editor of the Daily 
Telegraph, at Edmund Burke: Philosopher, 
Politician, Prophet.
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Dear Brothers and Sisters,
We have now arrived at the 

final destination of the long 
journey begun exactly five years 
ago in Spring 2001, by my beloved 
Predecessor, the unforgettable Pope 
John Paul II. In his Catecheses, 
the great Pope wanted to cover 
the whole sequence of the Psalms 
and Canticles that constitute the 
fundamental prayerful fabric of 
the Liturgy of Lauds and Vespers. 
Having now reached the end of this 
pilgrimage through the texts, simi-
lar to a stroll in a garden filled with 
flowers of praise, invocation, prayer 
and contemplation, let us now make 
room for that Canticle which seals 
in spirit every celebration of Ves-
pers: the Magnificat (Lk 1: 46-55).

It is a canticle that reveals in fil-
igree the spirituality of the biblical 
anawim, that is, of those faithful 
who not only recognise themselves 
as “poor” in the detachment from 
all idolatry of riches and power, but 
also in the profound humility of a 
heart emptied of the temptation to 
pride and open to the bursting in of 
the divine saving grace. Indeed, the 

whole Magnificat, which we have 
just heard the Sistine Chapel Choir 
sing, is marked by this “humil-
ity”, in Greek tapeinosis, which 
indicates a situation of material 
humility and poverty.

The first part of the Marian can-
ticle (cf. Lk 1: 46-50) is a sort of 
solo voice that rises to Heaven to 
reach the Lord. The constant reso-
nance of the first person should be 
noted: “My soul... my spirit... my 
Saviour... has done great things for 
me... [they] will call me blessed...”. 
So it is that the soul of the prayer is 
the celebration of the divine grace 
which has burst into the heart and 
life of Mary, making her Mother of 
the Lord. We hear the Virgin’s own 
voice speaking of her Saviour who 
has done great things in her soul 
and body.

The intimate structure of her 
prayerful canticle, therefore, is 
praise, thanksgiving and grate-
ful joy. But this personal witness 
is neither solitary nor intimistic, 
purely individualistic, because the 
Virgin Mother is aware that she has 
a mission to fulfil for humanity and 

her experience fits into the history 
of salvation.

She can thus say: “And his mercy 
is on those who fear him from gen-
eration to generation” (v. 50). With 
this praise of the Lord, Our Lady 
gives a voice to all redeemed crea-
tures, who find in her “fiat”, and 
thus in the figure of Jesus, born of 
the Virgin, the mercy of God.

It is at this point that the second 
poetic and spiritual part of the 
Magnificat unfolds (cf. vv. 51-55). 
It has a more choral tone, almost as 
if the voices of the whole commu-
nity of the faithful were associated 
with Mary’s voice, celebrating 
God’s amazing decision.

In the original Greek of Luke’s 
Gospel, we have seven aorist verbs 
that indicate the same number 
of actions which the Lord car-
ries out repeatedly in history: “He 
has shown strength... he has scat-
tered the proud... he has put down 
the mighty... he has exalted those 
of low degree... he has filled the 
hungry with good things... the rich 
he has sent empty away... he has 
helped... Israel”.

In these seven divine acts, the 
“style” that inspires the behaviour 
of the Lord of history stands out: 
he takes the part of the lowly. His 
plan is one that is often hidden 
beneath the opaque context of 
human events that see “the proud, 
the mighty and the rich” triumph.

Yet his secret strength is des-
tined in the end to be revealed, to 
show who God’s true favourites 
are: “Those who fear him”, faithful 
to his words: “those of low degree”, 
“the hungry”, “his servant Israel”; 
in other words, the community of 
the People of God who, like Mary, 
consist of people who are “poor”, 
pure and simple of heart. It is that 
“little flock” which is told not to 
fear, for the Lord has been pleased 
to give it his Kingdom (cf. Lk 12: 
32). And this Canticle invites us 
to join the tiny flock and the true 
members of the People of God in 
purity and simplicity of heart, in 
God’s love.

Let us therefore accept the invi-
tation that St Ambrose, the great 
Doctor of the Church, addresses to 
us in his commentary on the text 
of the Magnificat: “May Mary’s 
soul be in each one to magnify the 
Lord, may Mary’s spirit be in each 
one to rejoice in God; if, according 
to the flesh, the Mother of Christ 
is one alone, according to the faith 
all souls bring forth Christ; each, 

in fact, welcomes the Word of God 
within.... Mary’s soul magnifies 
the Lord and her spirit rejoices in 
God because, consecrated in soul 
and spirit to the Father and to the 
Son, she adores with devout affec-
tion one God, from whom come all 
things and only one Lord, by virtue 
of whom all things exist” (Exposi-
tion of the Holy Gospel according 
to Saint Luke, 2: 26-27: SAEMO, 
XI, Milan-Rome, 1978, p. 169).

In this marvellous commentary 
on the Magnificat by St Ambrose, 
I am always especially moved by 
the surprising words:  “If, accord-
ing to the flesh the Mother of Christ 
is one alone, according to the faith 
all souls bring forth Christ:  indeed, 
each one intimately welcomes the 
Word of God”. Thus, interpret-
ing Our Lady’s very words, the 
Holy Doctor invites us to ensure 
that the Lord can find a dwelling 
place in our own souls and lives. 
Not only must we carry him in our 
hearts, but we must bring him to 
the world, so that we too can bring 
forth Christ for our epoch. Let us 
pray the Lord to help us praise him 
with Mary’s spirit and soul, and to 
bring Christ back to our world.

General Audience of Pope Ben-
edict XVI, prior to giving his 
Catechesis in the Paul VI Audience 
Hall, 15th February, 2005
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MONTHLY  Meditations

Magnificat: “My soul glorifies the Lord’

FR. JOSEPH BRIODY

Wisdom Part 22: 
Sirach or Ecclesiasti-
cus—a Way  
of Life for Christians 

It is difficult to summarise in a word what 
exactly “wisdom” means in the Book of 
Wisdom. At different times wisdom seems 

to be the Holy Spirit; sometimes Christ him-
self; sometimes the link between God and 
the world; sometimes the power that enters 
into people’s lives and changes them—what 
we might call grace: “In every age wisdom 
passes into holy souls and makes them 
friends of God and prophets” (7:27). 

Sirach is one of the longest books in the 
Bible. It was written in Hebrew by a grand-
father and then translated into Greek by his 
grandson. While its Hebrew title was “The 
Wisdom of Jesus ben Eleazar ben Sira,” the 
book became known as the “Liber Eccle-
siasticus” or the “Book of the Church.” It 
belonged to the wider Greek Old Testament 
that became the Bible of the early Church. 
It was much appreciated by early Christians 
including St. Cyprian since it was seen to 
contain “a whole way of life for the Christian” 
(H. Wansbrough). The author penned it in 
Hebrew around 190 BC and it was translated 
from Hebrew to Greek fifty or sixty years 
later (about 130 BC) by his grandson who 
notes the difficulties of translating from one 
language to another. 

The concern of Sirach was to help Jewish 
people living away from Jerusalem to live 
according to the Law of the Lord.  Sirach 
was written and translated in a time of vio-
lent persecution of the Jewish People by 
Seleucid kings who wanted to force them to 
adopt Greek religion and culture. The book 
was to counteract such influences and serve 
as a reminder of traditional Jewish wisdom 
and morality.

Sirach wanted to show that the Jewish way 
of life was superior to Greek culture.  True 
culture was to be found, not in Athens, but in 
Jerusalem.  In other words, what is revealed 
by God is vastly superior to merely human 
knowledge. Because Sirach is concerned 
with what God reveals and how life is to be 
lived in fidelity to that divine revelation, the 
book speaks not only to its own time but to 
all times. 

The author of Sirach is thoroughly formed 
by the Hebrew Scriptures, yet he engages 

energetically and meaningfully with the sur-
rounding culture. This reminds us that while 
it is very important to engage with our cul-
ture, we can only do this effectively if we are 
first well formed in our own faith. Otherwise, 
we will have little to offer others. The impor-
tance of sound and authentic formation in 
the faith can hardly be exaggerated. We can’t 
give what we haven’t got.

Sirach parodies those who claim God is 
distant and far-removed and has no concern 
for individuals or their moral responsibil-
ity. He muses, how could anyone think like 
that?! (16:17-23).  

Sirach gives us a glimpse into what is 
called “Second Temple Judaism,” that is, 
Judaism as it was lived from the rebuilding 
of the Temple after the exile, to its destruc-
tion (i.e., from 515 BC to 70 AD). Sirach gives 
us knowledge of the vibrant religious com-
munity into which Christ would be born.

Extract  
from Dignitas 
Personae: IVF

With regard to the treat-
ment of infertility, new 
medical techniques must 

respect three fundamental goods: 
a) the right to life and to physical 
integrity of every human being 
from conception to natural death; 
b) the unity of marriage, which 
means reciprocal respect for the 
right within marriage to become 
a father or mother only together 
with the other spouse; c) the spe-
cifically human values of sexuality 
which require “that the procrea-
tion of a human person be brought 

about as the fruit of the conjugal 
act specific to the love between 
spouses”

…techniques aimed at removing 
obstacles to natural fertilisation, as 
for example, hormonal treatments 
for infertility, surgery for endo-
metriosis, unblocking of fallopian 
tubes or their surgical repair, are 
licit … None of these treatments 
replaces the conjugal act, which 
alone is worthy of truly responsible 
procreation.

In order to come to the aid of the 
many infertile couples who want to 
have children, adoption should be 
encouraged, promoted and facili-
tated by appropriate legislation so 
that the many children who lack 
parents may receive a home that 
will contribute to their human 
development. 

IN VITRO FERTILIZATION AND 
THE DELIBERATE DESTRUCTION 
OF EMBRYOS

The fact that the process of in 
vitro fertilization very frequently 
involves the deliberate destruction 
of embryos was already noted in 
the Instruction Donum vitae … all 
techniques of in vitro fertilization 
proceed as if the human embryo 
were simply a mass of cells to be 
used, selected and discarded.

It is true that approximately a 
third of women who have recourse 
to artificial procreation succeed 
in having a baby. It should be 
recognized, however, that given 
the proportion between the total 
number of embryos produced and 
those eventually born, the number 
of embryos sacrificed is extremely 
high.  … It is often objected that 
the loss of embryos is, in the 

majority of cases, unintentional 
or that it happens truly against the 
will of the parents and physicians 
… But it is also true that in many 
cases the abandonment, destruc-
tion and loss of embryos are 
foreseen and willed. Embryos pro-
duced in vitro which have defects 
are directly discarded ...

…The Church moreover holds 
that it is ethically unacceptable to 
dissociate procreation from the 
integrally personal context of the 
conjugal act:  human procreation 
is a personal act of a husband and 
wife, which is not capable of sub-
stitution … The Church recognizes 
the legitimacy of the desire for a 
child and understands the suf-
fering of couples struggling with 
problems of fertility. Such a desire, 
however, should not override the 

dignity of every human life to the 
point of absolute supremacy. 

A WAY OF LIFE FOR CHRISTIANS

JOE WALSH 
TOURS

Call  01 241 0800
Licenced by the Commission for Aviation Regulation, 

TO 052 and TA 0689

MEDJUGORJE & DUBROVNIK
• 7 nights Medjugorje

• 2 Centre - Medjugorje & Dubrovnik

• 4 nights Medjugorje

• Departures from Dublin & Cork 
between April and October

• Please call for all prices, dates and 
further details
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I would like to make  
a Mass Offering

Please indicate the 
type and number of 

Masses required.

Please tick if you like an 
appropriate card sent out.

Suggested donation per Mass are as follows: 
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I would like to order  
a copy of Our Martyrs

Please complete your personal and payment 
details and return to the address below.

Suggested donation is €10 per copy.

MASS INTENTIONS

By remembering ACN Ireland  
in your Will, you will directly  
help in the defence of the  
Faith and the Faithful.
Every day, 245 million Christians in the world experience 
high levels of persecution – in fact, 11 Christians are killed 
every day for professing belief in Christ.

But through your donations, Mass offerings and Legacy,  
ACN Ireland can – through the Grace of God – save lives, 
rebuild churches and renew the Faith.

For your free ACN Legacy Booklet please call  
ACN Ireland on 01 837 7516 or email info@acnireland.org.

ACN Ireland is a Pontifical Charity of the Catholic Church whose mission it to  
serve and defend persecuted Christians across the world.
ACN Ireland will always defend and promote the right to life from conception to  
natural end, a sacramental life for all Catholics no matter how perilous the  
environment and the Social Kingship of Christ.

LET YOUR LIFE BE A LIGHT TO THE WORLD. LET YOUR LEGACY BE LOVE FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS



FAKE FAKE NEWS

ALIVE! reported last month 
that the Minister for Edu-
cation had announced that 

Catholic Schools would be allowed to 
opt out of the revised sex education 
curriculum. This is good news but as 
of yet we do not know what the con-
tent of that curriculum will be. 

Education Minister Joe McHugh 
hit out at a “fake news” campaign which suggested four-
year-olds would be taught about masturbation as part of 
a new sex education curriculum.

“I think the campaign was dangerous. It was disinforma-
tion. And ultimately, it was fake news for highlighting those 
scaremongering aspects of something that wasn’t realised.”

The report referenced a United Nations WHO report 
that is considered by many to be the best practice in the 
area, and this UN report does indeed talk about this seedy 
topic. If anything, the fake news is from the Minister. 

When the story broke, breakingnews.ie ran with the 
headline that Catholic Schools would be allowed to opt out 
of the curriculum. However, quickly, it seems an editorial 
decision was made to change the headline, to the ‘Minister 
lashes out at fake news’. 

The original story ran at 16.22 and 18.29 the revised ‘story’ 
was running, demonstrating how spin rules the airwaves.

Fake news from the Minister for Distraction

Health Minister Simon Harris launched an attack on 
anti-abortion protesters holding a prayerful vigil 
outside the National Maternity Hospital, saying their 

actions were “intimidating, sickening and anti-democratic.”
“How dare you. How dare you turn up to the National 

Maternity Hospital and try to intimidate women, we’ve 
heard from women who miscarried, who were asked on the 
street ‘are you going to murder your child?’,” he blasted.

Simon Harris has not been able to tell us who said what 
to who. This is a standard tactic from the pro-abortion 
lobby. They know that they will receive a sympathetic 
hearing when they announce some unspecified person in a 
group apparently said something awful. 

It is unfalsifiable because said persons cannot be found. 
So, the story is allowed run as fact unquestioned. Protes-
tors are baffled as to how the Minister is allowed to repeat 
inflammatory accusations without substance. 

All this at the same time as figures were being released 
show that 2019 was the worst year for hospital overcrowd-
ing on record by far, 118,367 people on trolleys, for days at 
a time in some cases, before being admitted. 

The timing of Simon Harris’ attack is designed to dis-
tract from his failings. 

Minister of Health becomes theologian

Staying with the same theme, as it has been a busy 
and stressful month for the Minister, he felt neces-
sary to wade into a local controversy in Mullingar 

where the parish facebook account suggested prayers for 
couples avoiding IVF. The Parish was doing nothing more 
than clumsily stating support for those couples who are 
refusing IVF because it contravenes Church teaching and 
also because results in the destruction of life. 

Mr. Harris called this ‘inappropriate interference in deci-
sions that individuals and couples make about their own 
lives’. Of course it was nothing of the sort. There was no 
interference. It was supporting those on a difficult journey. 

It may have been hurtful to those pursuing IVF however 
it is incumbent on the Church to remind parishioners of 
its teaching. For those who are not parishioners, who are 
not practicing Catholics, why are they concerned about 
Mullingar facebook?

This was a local issue that was manufactured to be 
national news in order to warn other parishes that the 
media and the government are watching what they say. 
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DR. PAUL DELANEY

Gravity holds you to the ground 
but the stuff of life is electric-
ity. It’s the force that causes an 

electron to stick to a proton to form 
the simplest atom, hydrogen (H). The 
electron has a tiny negative electrical 
charge, the proton has the opposite 
positive charge, and unlike charges 
attract. 

An atom’s size is the volume the point-
like electron typically roams over. It’s 
very small, but the proton at the centre 
of this space (forming the nucleus) is 
about 100,000 times smaller still. It is 
changes in how the roaming electron 
moves that drives whether atoms stick 
to each other to form molecules or not: 
the nucleus is inert.

What can we do with just H? Electric-
ity allows two hydrogen atoms to stick 
together to make the simplest mole-
cule, H2, but it’s hard to build anything 
bigger: they don’t stick, electrically.

As with Lego, imagine trying to build 
a living organism out of these H pieces. 
Even one cell would take billions of 
pieces, but you hit a big problem way 
before this.

You have only one move possible – 
joining two H pieces together – but then 
you can’t put the resulting H2 blocks 
together to form a wall, or a house, or 
any rigid structure because they don’t 
stick. Goodbye to the double helix of 
DNA and the cell wall. Life won’t arise if 
these are the only tools in your toolbox.

Luckily, you have another build-
ing block. The next simplest atom is 
helium (He): 2 protons and 2 neu-
trons (these have zero electrical charge) 
stuck together in its nucleus. Two pro-
tons mean it will typically clothe itself 
with two electrons. Those two electrons 
might give us new and interesting ways 
of sticking atoms together. Great!

But helium atoms don’t stick to much, 
also. Well, there must be more types of 
Lego pieces or you and I wouldn’t be 
here. And of course there’s the rest of 
the periodic table: if we have the good 
fortune to find 3 protons stuck together 

with some helper neutrons in a nucleus, 
it will typically attract 3 electrons form-
ing the lithium atom, 4 protons gives 
beryllium, 5 boron, 6 carbon (C), then 
nitrogen (N), oxygen (O) and so on. 

Things get interesting at boron: the 
atom is no longer round. The electrons 
are no longer found roaming around 
the nucleus at all angles but instead 
patrol a dumbbell shape. One way to 
understand why atoms like carbon can 
stick in so many ways to other atoms is 
that their shape is different so they fit 
together differently.

The good news is that now life is pos-
sible. You’ve got enough atoms with 
enough different types of electrical 
stickiness to form water (H2O), oxygen 
(O2) and glucose (C6H12O6). And on 
a bigger scale, DNA, cells, bone and 
muscle.

But all this depended on having 
nuclei around which the electrons can 
puddle in various shapes and then form 
chemical bonds. What exists first in 
the early universe is just protons (the 
hydrogen nucleus) and neutrons. To 
form the larger nuclei we’ll need to 
fuse these together. Even for the next 
smallest nucleus, helium, you need 
2 positively-charged protons to live 
very close to each other. Like charges 
repel, so electricity makes them want to 
explode apart.

There must be a third force, after 
gravity and electricity, which attracts 
the protons and neutrons together 
more strongly than the electrical repul-
sion. This strong force dies off fast with 
distance, so you have to shoot the pro-
tons at each other fast enough so they 
get close enough, despite the electrical 
repulsion, for the strong force to take 
over. Fast means high temperatures: 
helium nuclei are formed in the hot 
early universe, just after the big bang, 
and also inside stars. Fusion power is 
hard because we have to recreate these 
conditions on earth.

Like gravity or electricity, we can 
measure how strong the strong force 
is, but don’t know why it has the value 
it does. What would happen if it were 
different? 

If it’s too strong, stars make much 
less oxygen (and much less carbon if 
it’s too weak – trouble for life like us 
at either end). When atheist physicist 
Fred Hoyle discovered this he said:

“A common sense interpretation of 
the facts suggests that a superintellect 
has monkeyed with physics, as well as 
with chemistry and biology, and that 
there are no blind forces worth speak-
ing about in nature.”

However, exactly how finely-tuned 
the strong force has to be is still active 
research and unknown. For one reason, 
stars are complex and can react to the 
changed fusion reactions in their cores, 
say by expanding and cooling. 

Weaker is easier: just 8% weaker 
stops hydrogen fusing to helium. As 
larger nuclei like carbon and oxygen 
are in turn formed from helium, we get 
a universe filled just with our H and H2 
pieces and no life. 

A small change to the strong force 
would have produced a barren uni-
verse. The interesting question is: why 
did we get lucky?

DR. DEIRDRE GLEESON

In November 2019, a friend of mine 
asked me a strange request. She gave 
birth to a baby boy two weeks earlier. 

The pregnancy was originally a twin 
pregnancy but one twin did not sur-
vive beyond 12 weeks. After the birth 
my friend asked the midwife to check 
the placenta for signs of the miscarried 
twin, but she was repeatedly told that 
the twin’s body would have resorbed 
and there was no way any body part 
could be found. My friend asked for the 
placenta to take home. She kept it in 
the fridge for two weeks in a sealed con-
tainer. She asked her GP and other local 
doctors to check the placenta for signs 
of the miscarried twin and they all told 

her that there 
would be no sign 
due to resorp-
tion. Eventually 
her husband rang 
me. I gave them 
the same line 
about resorption 
but just to put 
my friend’s mind 
at ease I agreed to check the placenta 
for any sign of the miscarried twin. 

The father drove to my clinic (one 
and half hours away) with the placenta 
in a fridge box. I inspected the placenta 
and I didn’t see anything at first. I was 
not expecting to find anything. Then I 
noticed a small lump in the membranes. 
It looked like a bubble with a tiny piece 
of folded cartilage inside. I cut into the 

bubble with a scissors and to my amaze-
ment the body of a tiny baby fell out. The 
father said “there is the wee baby!” 

The baby was a girl and she was 
perfectly formed, about 10-12 weeks 
gestation, 2 inches long, the arms, fin-
gers, legs, spine, eyes and umbilical cord 
were clearly visible. Her little body had 
been preserved in her own sac (a sterile 
environment) for about 30 weeks before 
birth and 2 weeks after birth. There was 
only slight resorption and compres-
sion. They were non identical twins. My 
friends called their daughter Philomena. 
The local priest said the funeral mass 
of The Holy Angels and Philomena was 
buried in the family grave. 

Sometimes it is a privilege to be a 
doctor to witness the miracle of human 
life and the love of parents for their 
child, even a tiny unborn baby. 

Printed with the parents’ permis-
sion. 

Fine tuning of the strong force: 
no nuclei, no molecules, no life

The miracle of Baby Philomena

Institute of Astronomy,  
statue of Sir Fred Hoyle.
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CATHERINE O’TOOLE

At 2pm on New Year’s Day, faithful 
gathered from across Ireland outside 
the National Maternity Hospital on 

Merrion Square in Dublin. Last year, the 
late Ray Reynolds organised a large vigil on 
this day, and it was continued this year by a 
group called ‘Our Lady of Lourdes Protec-
tors’ who have held a Rosary Vigil in front 
of Holles Street hospital every Saturday 
evening at 7pm since May 2019.

The vigil began with Christmas carols such 
as Silent Night, Away in a Manger, The First 
Noel, Adeste Fideles, An Oíche úd I mBeithil 
and others. As the late-comers continued to 
arrive, Bernadette Smyth of Precious Life 
addressed the crowd encouraging them to 
persevere, saying: 

“We are not going to end the slaughter of 
our babies by human means, God has given 
us spiritual weapons to fight this battle. 
Today we ask Our Lady to lead us, to lead 
Our Church, to turn back what has hap-

pened in Ireland north and south and indeed 
the world. We have countless examples of 
how these Rosary vigils are saving lives and 
changing hearts.”

The Irish Times estimated that one hun-
dred faithful attended the vigil, as young and 
old, families, and even some religious, pub-
licly united in their prayers together. Two 
small white coffins added a level of sombre 
reverence and represented the aborted babies 
who the HSE website recommends be flushed 
down the toilet into the sewage system instead 
of being given a dignified burial. 

The Rosary Vigil was a time to reflect on 
the events of the past year, which saw bar-
baric unspeakable crimes become legalised in 
Ireland. In May 2019 Irish abortionists esti-
mated that they were committing between 
800-900 abortions per month. This indicated 
around 10,000 abortions by the end of 2019, 
a three-fold increase on the number recorded 
travelling abroad for abortion from the pre-
vious year. The Holles Street Rosary Vigil 
itself began after it emerged in the news that 
a perfectly healthy baby had been aborted 

in Holles Street and the parents of the child 
believed they had been poorly advised by the 
Holles Street doctors.

2019 saw the emergence of a robust 
Rosary Vigil movement across Ireland, with 
groups in numerous towns and cities organ-
ising public prayer and witness against the 
unnatural laws that have swept across the 
Isle of St. Patrick. These groups receive the 
support of numerous clergy, and at least 
one bishop has given words of support. Vigil 
members are encouraged to attend frequent 
confession, to pray the Rosary daily, to wear 
the Scapular, and to offer up their sufferings 
in reparation for the crimes and blasphemies 
that continually assault Our Divine Lord and 
His Blessed Mother.

The Exit Poll from the Repeal the 8th Ref-
erendum revealed that 96% of atheists voted 
for abortion, while 85% of devout Catholics 
(those who attend a religious ceremony more 
than once a week) voted against abortion. 
The idea that the pro-life movement can be 
effective using secular arguments alone has 
shown itself to be without foundation. The 
rise in atheism and secularism has seen a 
parallel equal rise in support for abortion 
and other crimes against the Law of God. 
Why is that? 

The referendum result bears testimony 
to the Church’s teaching on the importance 
of being in a State of Grace to receive inspi-
rations from the Holy Ghost to be able to 
understand the Moral Law. The correct 
response to the rise of abortion is surely then 
to return our island to the Faith of St. Patrick.

The Preamble to the Irish Constitution still 
to this day recognises the Most Holy Trin-
ity as being the origin of all authority and 
states that “We the People of Éire, Humbly 
acknowledging all our obligations to our 
Divine Lord, Jesus Christ, Who sustained 

our fathers through centuries of trial.” This 
ancient Irish spirit of a Christian people 
wishing to have Christian Laws is what will 
end abortion and other immoral laws. 

If you wish to participate in this Christian 
witness, contact the “Our Lady of Lourdes 
Protectors” Facebook page and they can put 
you in touch with other like-minded people 
in your area. Let us make 2020 the year when 
Ireland starts to return to the Social Reign of 
Christ the King and His Blessed Mother. May 
we Restore All Things in Christ.
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DEREK RYAN

Pascal’s wager is an argument 
in philosophy presented by 
the seventeenth-century 

French philosopher, mathemati-
cian and physicist, Blaise Pascal 
(1623–1662). He posits that 
humans bet with their lives that 
God either exists or does not.

Pascal argues that a rational 
person should live as though God 
exists and seek to believe in God. 
If God does not actually exist, 
such a person will have only a 
finite loss (some pleasures, luxury, 
etc.), whereas he stands to receive 
infinite gains (as represented by 
eternity in Heaven) and avoid 
infinite losses (eternity in Hell).

Not all humans are rational and 
faith is not something that comes 
from reason alone. It is given by 
grace and through grace. For each 
individual, it is not easy to live as if 
God exists, if faith is absent. 

For parents, Pascal’s 
wager takes on a different 
emphasis. As a parent, I 
may not have faith and no 
amount of rationalising 

can make me misbelieve 
myself, but the wager 
should tell me that for my 
children I should act as if 
God exists.

Because, as a parent, I am not 
only betting with my own eter-
nal soul, but with the souls of my 
children also. Whatever my faith, 
or lack thereof, rationally, for the 
love of my children, I ought to act 
for them as if God does exist, for 
I can never know for sure that he 
does not. 

The consequences of acting as if 
he did not exist, for my children, 
are eternal. Do I wish to leave to 
chance whether they will accept 
or reject God? Ought I not to do 
everything in my power to ensure 
that they are given every opportu-
nity to believe in God, for the sake 
of eternity, irrespective of what I 
think myself. 

The apparently rational posi-
tion in the modern liberal world, 
is to avoid directing children in 
any respect in relation to their 
faith. Let them decide when they 
are older, they are told. Let them 
decide themselves if they wish to 

be baptised. Let them choose the 
ethical system that suits them. It 
sounds plausible until you consider 
the consequences of a wrong deci-
sion. 

If you tell your child all 
things are equal, then 
you, at best, give them 
a 50:50 call on two very 
different options. You 
make it a toss of a coin 
whether they choose the 
faith or they choose to 
reject the faith. Those 
are not very caring odds 
considering the two 
possible outcomes of 
Pascal’s wager.

If you act as if God exists in 
your parenting, you increase the 
chances of your child embracing 
the faith. So, how should I act is 
if God exists so that my child will 
not make the wrong wager? Am I 
too proud as a human being to act 
as if God exists, even when I have 
not convinced myself? If you bring 
your child to Mass, bring them 

to the sacraments, say the prayers, 
teach the tenets of the faith, and 
most importantly give the example 
that you live the faith through good 
works and by practicing the faith, 
then you increase the odds that 
your child will embrace the faith. 

There are two scenarios: I parent 
as if God doesn’t exist and my child 
is left to choose with this exam-
ple, in a world that acts as if God 
does not exist. The chances of your 
child choosing God are low. Slim 
to none. Pascal’s wager then tells 
you if God does exist, the chances 
then are magnified that you are 
condemning your child to eternity 
in hell. 

The alternative is that I parent as 
if God exists, and if indeed He does 
exist, then I give my child a fighting 
chance that they will have eternity 
in heaven. 

Of course, if God does not exist, 
then, as Pascal says, your child will 
only have finite losses (some pleas-
ures, luxury). Surely that is a wager 
worth taking for your child, if not 
for yourself? 

In an Ireland where so many 
were brought up in the faith, many 
have turned away from it and 
many are demonstrably unsure, 
evidenced by dwindling Mass 
attendances. Cultural Catholi-
cism is even fading away. The vast 
majority of marriages are happen-

ing outside the Church. Abortion 
and same-sex marriage have been 
embraced by a large majority.  Cul-
tural relativism at best, or more 
likely dogmatic individualism are 
the dominant belief systems. 

Fewer and fewer children hear 
and partake in prayers at home. 
And we are considering taking 
religion outside of the faith-based 
schools. Abandoning children to 
the vagaries of the age, not even 
telling them about Pascal’s wager, 
not caring whether they will stum-
ble upon the possibility that they 
are choosing between finite dis-
comfort or infinite losses in the 
depths of hell. 

What sort of a wager is that to 
make for children?

Wagering Pascal for your children?

2020 begins with Rosary Vigil at National Maternity Hospital

Blaise Pascal (1623-1672)

Bernadette Smyth praying at the Holles Street vigil.

Vigil outside Holles Street Hospital.
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MARIA HORAN

Bullying in schools in the UK 
is a growing problem, in an 
increasingly fractured society 

and it is attracting more attention 
– but not every victim of bullying 
is equally visible. The Church of 
England has recently released a 
document entitled “Faith sensi-
tive and inclusive Relationships 
Education, Relationships and 
Sex Education (RSE) and Health 
Education (RSHE)” that focuses 
heavily on HBT (homophobic, 
biphobic and transphobic) bullying 
in schools. 

As well as publicly endorsing 
the very questionable RSE curric-
ulum that is being forced on all 
UK schools in September 2020 
(and to which all public opposition 
has been ignored by the govern-
ment), the public face of the CofE 
has chosen to focus on merely one 
strand of bullying in schools, as 
opposed to bullying as a whole. 

If further research had been 
carried out, the Anglican Church, 
before concluding that LGBT 

bullying is the main source of per-
secution in UK schools, they would 
set different priorities. 

The CofE RSE document asserts 
its determination to challenge 
and stamp out all homophobic, 
biphobic, and transphobic (HBT) 
bullying by using material sup-
plied by the LGBT campaigning 
group Stonewall. The Board states, 
amongst other things, that 45% of 
lesbian, gay, bi and trans pupils are 
bullied at school for being LGBT, 
and that one in ten trans pupils are 
subjected to death threats.

“School leaders should present 
a clear message that HBT bully-
ing will not be tolerated and that 
there can be no justification for 
this negative behaviour based on 
the Christian faith or the Bible.” As 
Voice for Justice UK notes, this is 
shocking but these figures need to 
be examined for their accuracy.

In a recent Guardian report, 72% 
of children report being bullied at 
some point due to their appear-
ance (“Survey finds most bullying 
focuses on weight and body shape 
and has major impact on victims”), 
while 40% report being bullied 

every week for this reason. 

Without a doubt, all 
bullying needs to be 
tackled and every school 
should have an anti-
bullying policy in place, 
where pupils learn to treat 
each other with respect. 

But the CofE’s total focus on 
LGBT anti-bullying policies – 
which account for at most 4% of 
reported incidents, as estimated by 
Voice for Justice UK - is dispropor-
tionate. 

According to a UK 
government report, 
Bullying in England 2013-
2018, the main groups 
aged 10-15 years who are 
subjected to bullying are: 
those with a long-term 
illness or disability, those 
who received extra help 
at school, those living in 

the most deprived areas, 
those who had truanted 
from school in the 
previous 12 months, those 
who had been suspended 
or excluded from school 
in the previous 12 months, 
those living in one-adult 
households, those living 
in rented accommodation, 
and those living outside  
of London.

Yet the CofE seems to give no visi-
bility to the bullying of these groups 
of children who are systemati-
cally being targeted and in serious 
danger of falling between the cracks 
in the educational system. 

What is of particular concern is 
the CofE’s decision to use mate-
rials supplied by Stonewall. As 
CitizenGo’s Caroline Farrow has 
stated, Stonewall is an increas-
ingly extremist group. Whereas 
other lobbying groups publish a 
one to two-page manifesto, in the 
run-up to the UK general elections 
in December, Stonewall presented 
the main political parties with an 
eighteen-page document wishlist. 

Stonewall’s increasing fixation 
on transgenderism and desire 
to impose it upon the whole of 
society has even caused some 
prominent former members and 
founding members to split off and 

have founded a new movement 
called the LGB Alliance. They claim 
that they feel that a “trans agenda” 
is being promoted at the expense of 
gay and lesbian rights. 

Some of the developments that 
Stonewall currently is working 
to impose on society as a whole 
include self-identification – with 
the implications that anyone can 
change their gender by filling in 
a form online, thus removing all 
medical and social safeguards; 
obliterate single-sex sports at a 
grassroots and professional level 
so that women and girls have no 
choice but to be forced to compete 
against biological men and boys 
who wish to identify as female; 
gender-neutral passports, which 
pose a risk to national security 
and removal of women’s rights 
to female-only public lavatories, 
changing rooms, rape shelters, 
prisons and other facilities. 

When those in charge of the 
main Christian religion in the UK 
have willingly and unquestion-
ingly embraced an ideology by an 
extremist group that is even being 
abandoned by its own members, it 
is time to sit up and take notice. 

No child should be bullied in 
school and all bullying should be 
addressed, and not only the type of 
bullying that is high on the agenda 
of the establishment, but the lesser 
known victims that does not have 
high profile NGOs to advocate 
against it. 

NEWS FROM ACROSS THE IRISH SEA

Bullying in schools in the UK – 
many falling through the cracks

DENISE RICHARDS

The headline indicates that 
this story is a non-story. And 
it should be. Fox & Friends 

host Ainsley Earhardt interviewed 
U.S. Supreme Court justice Neil 
Gorsuch just before Christmas in 
a standard interview. Gorsuch was 
there to discuss his recent book, A 
Republic, if You Can Keep It. The 
conversation ranged from consti-
tutional principles to civic literacy 

to the jurist’s relationship with his 
fellow justices.

While the content of the seg-
ment was largely conventional, 
Gorsuch’s left-wing detractors 
quickly unleashed a torrent of out-
rage over his invocation of a simple 
Christmas greeting. Seemingly, by 
wishing viewers a Merry Christmas, 
the Judge was doing something 
untoward. 

Some commentators claimed 
that his greeting was parti-

san. Others claimed that he was 
‘dog whistling’ to those that are 
highlighting the persecution of 
Christians around the world. 

DAVID REYNOLDS

Recently, former Prefect of the 
Congregation of the Doctrine 
of the Faith (and successor 

to Cardinal Ratzinger in the role), 
Cardinal Gerhard Müller, speaking 
to a large gathering of U.S. college 
students, warned against attempts 
to adapt the faith to “the spirit of 
the age” and giving in to ‘relativ-
ism’ and ‘modernisation.’ 

Delivered to thousands of Catho-
lics gathered in Phoenix for the 
2020 Student Leadership Summit, 
the Cardinal repeatedly cautioned 
the students against ‘adapting’ the 
Church to the secular world. 

“We cannot escape the deadly 

poison of the rattlesnake or other 
serpents if we strike friendship with 
it, but only if we prudently keep 
our distance and have the antidote 
ready at hand. The poison paralys-
ing the Church is the opinion that 
we should adapt to the Zeitgeist, the 
spirit of the age, and not the Spirit 
of God; that we should relativise 
God’s commandments, and reinter-
pret the doctrine of faith,” declared 
Müller. “Instead, as St Paul says, 
‘The Church of the living God’ is ‘the 
pillar and foundation of truth.’”

“The crisis in the Church is man-
made and has arisen because we 
have cosily adapted ourselves to 
the spirit of a life without God,” he 
said. “This is why in our hearts so 

many things still are un-redeemed 
and, consequently, long for substi-
tute gratification!”

“Should the Church adapt the 
revelation of God in Jesus Christ 
to ‘where people are today?’ Can 
the Church be faithful to her foun-
dation, and to her founder, if she 
mutates into a religion of human-
ity?” he asked. “The allegedly 
peaceful agnostics of today gener-
ously allow the simple people to 
keep their religion, but only because 
they are eager to use the potential 
of meaning the Church possesses 
for their own purposes: They do not 
hold revealed faith to be true, but 
they would like to use it for building 
the new religion of world-unity.”

DARRON ROONEY

Apparently, Covington 
Catholic High School stu-
dent Nick Sandmann 

claimed a major victory after his 
family settled their lawsuit with 
CNN. Sandmann’s family had ini-
tiated a $250m lawsuit against 
CNN after the January 2019 
March for Life where the teen-
ager was portrayed by many news 
outlets and commentators as an 
aggressor and a racist whereas the 
reality was that he was not. 

This was later proven by 
additional video footage. The out-
standing issue then was whether 
CNN’s portrayal was illegal. 

Sandmann’s attorney Lin Wood 
said the family sued due to the 

“emotional distress Nicholas and 
his family suffered.” The family 
said they were forced to move out 
of their home temporarily after 
the reports surfaced. The school 
also forbade Sandmann from 
coming to school immediately fol-
lowing the incident.

The family state that they are 
not doing this for compensation 
for damage done but to ensure 
that similar does not happen 
again. Sandmann’s wearing of a 
Make America Great Again hat, 
the colour of his skin, the fact that 
he went to a Catholic high school 
all meant that he was viewed an 
easy target for populist outrage, 
resulting in leading news outlets 
not following basic journalistic 
principles of verifying stories they 
were fed from the public. 

NEWS FROM STATESIDE

Covington High School 
kid settles with CNN

Supreme Court Judge wishes TV 
viewers a Happy Christmas

Cardinal Muller warns US students

U.S. Supreme Court Justice Neil 
Gorsuch speaking at the LBJ 
Presidential Library as the sixth 
annual Tom Johnson lecturer.
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PHILIP JOYCE

“Late last year, in the after-
math of the death of 
show-biz personality, Gay 

Byrne, television viewers were 
‘treated’ to many video clips from 
the early days of Radio Telifís 
Éireann which featured the Saint 
Brigid’s Cross - a simple crea-
tion from rushes. This had been 
adopted by the new national TV 
station as its iconic logo - sadly less 
in evidence nowadays - if at all! It 
was the introducer to so many RTÉ 
presentations of the day.

Saint Brigid, herself, whose feast 
day occurs on February 1st, is, in 
Irish eyes anyway, the introducer of 
not only Spring, but a much more 
important Presentation, that of the 
Infant Jesus in the temple. This 
feast day - also known as Candlemas 
- is deemed to be the final day of the 
Christmas cycle and represents the 
Infant Jesus being inducted offi-
cially into Judaism thirty-three 
days after circumcision according to 
the ancient Law of Moses. 

The day combines the Purifica-
tion of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 
Most appropriately, the name of 
this month derives from the Latin, 
‘febraure’, meaning ‘to purify’ and 
the ceremony involved the mother 
receiving a blessing, having suc-
cessfully survived childbirth - a 
much more danger-laden event 

then than now with so much 
better medical expertise avail-
able. Even despite this later 
development, so much respect 
must still be given to present 
day mothers for their expectancy  
and maternity.

The Jewish custom of ‘purifi-
cation’ of women after childbirth 
goes back as far as Leviticus 12 of 
the Old Testament and has been 

the subject of much controversy 
over the centuries since. It was 
seen as a rite with the intention 
of bringing women back into reli-
gious life following the birth of a 
baby. The Jewish religion required 
many regulations to be followed 
with regard to aspects of a person’s 
life and Leviticus was the ‘instruc-
tion manual’ for the priests of  
that religion. 

Women were deemed to 
have been ‘defiled’ by a 
birth – but twice so by 
the birth of a baby girl 
with consequent time 
differences for restoration 
to religious life. Our 
Blessed Lady would have 
known that she would 
have been immune to 
such ‘defilement’, being 
the Mother of God, but 
she went along with the 
ceremony in keeping with 
the tradition of Moses.

Saint Luke, in his second 
Gospel, refers to the visit of the 
Holy Family to the temple as being 
for the dedication of their first-
born to the Lord.  Indeed, as early 
as the sixth century, Pope Gregory 
I strongly rebutted the idea that 

defilement of a woman had taken 
place following giving birth and 
rather deemed the ceremony of 
a Christian Church as a blessing 
to be bestowed on the mother for 
bringing new life into the world. It 
was, as Saint Luke describes it in 
his Second Gospel, a dedication of 
her first-born to the Lord.

For many centuries a post-par-
tum ceremony - known as 
‘churching’ – was performed for 
recent mothers. It followed more 
from the New Testament theme 
of the Presentation of Jesus in the 
Temple rather than any need for 
ritual purification of the mother. 
It was a blessing for the mother 
that she had gone through mater-
nity safely. The ceremony is still 
practised in some branches of 
Christianity but, for Catholics, it 
was discontinued after the Second 
Vatican Council inspired by in  
the 1960s.

On their way to Jerusalem, 
as good Hebrews, the 
Holy Family would have 
stopped for a prayer 
at the tomb of Jacob’s 
beloved, Rachel, indicated 
by twelve huge stones 
on which were carved so 
many names of those who 
had tarried a while here.

When they reach the temple 
of their destination for the Pres-
entation, the reaction of an elderly 
Jerusalem holy man, Simeon, who 
is inspired by the Holy Spirit to greet 
the Holy Family at the entrance, is a 
cause for so much joy as he takes the 
Baby Jesus in his arms. He confirms 
that this Child is ‘the Light that will 
shine upon the nations’. 

However, he follows with an omi-
nous cloud for Mary, “A sword shall 
pierce your soul, for this child shall 
be rejected by many in Israel, and 
this to their undoing. But he will 
be the greatest joy of many others. 
And the deepest thoughts of many 
hearts shall be revealed.”  How 
PROPHETIC! Simeon was joined 
by an ageing prophetess, Anna, 
and, on realising the identity of the 
Baby Jesus, she spread the word of 
the Saviour’s arrival everywhere ... 
nothing to stop this octogenarian!

Jesus’ Incarnation, having 
received the testimony of angels, 
prophets, the more youthful, but 
poor, shepherds - and the wise 
monarchs from the East - now 
had the verification of two of the 
holy elderly, of both sexes. In fact, 
the Arabs have a name for Simeon 
- ‘Sidd k’, the ‘verifier’! How won-
derful for the ‘greying brigade’ to be 
put into the Messianic Limelight at 
the commencement of this month 
of vernal re-birth and, relative to 
Saint Valentine, youthful ardour!

IGNATIUS MONEKE

Despite many Afri-
can communities 
suspecting that the 

early Christian mission-
aries’ arrival in African 
was largely motivated by 
imperialism more than spirituality, many 
communities welcomed Christian missionar-
ies with open hearts, in the quest of satisfying 
the appetite for spiritual growth. Africa 
had diverse traditional religions before the 
advent of Christianity into the continent. 

These religions were not limited 
to Animism, monotheism, 
polytheism and pantheism. 
The common ground is the 
acceptance of divine essence 
and spirituality in the visible 
world. There existed a high 
expectation in morality 
and spirituality for mortals’ 
advancement towards attaining 
blissful eternity, after death. 
Southern Nigeria, dominated by 
Christianity and Catholicism, acts 
as a microcosm of Africa.

Christian missionaries encountered least 
scepticisms and subversions in south-east-
ern Nigeria, largely because of the great 
similarities between the traditional religion 
values and the gospel message brought by 
the missionaries. Many traditional religion 
adherents were amenable to the gospel mes-
sage, not just because of the similarities 
in the religions’ values but also due to the 
desire to grow in morals and spirituality. In 
Eastern Nigerian traditional religion, there 
is a belief in one most-high, almighty God 
called; ‘Chi-ukwu’. 

There is also a belief in smaller gods called 
‘Chi’ (in singular term), which is analogous to 
Christianity’s description of angels. There is 
also a general belief in the spiritual hierarchy 
amongst the smaller gods, who are ultimately 
subservient to the almighty God. The tradi-
tional religion in Eastern Nigeria is primarily 
governed by the doctrine of love of God and 
fellow mortals. It has strong moral ethics 
and defines abominable acts as taboos with 
concomitant stigmas and extreme penalties. 
These taboos cover areas such as fornication, 
adultery, killing, stealing, abortion.

There are misdemeanours in traditional 
religion, such as: misconception about mul-
tiple births (twins) as taboos, witchcraft, 
abuse of spiritual powers through occultic 
attacks on people. These were recognised 
as devilish and blatantly exposed by Christi-
anity. The exposition of ignorance and evils 
was the rallying call from the early Christian 
missionaries which pulled many traditional 
religion adherents from apparent darkness 
into the new dawn which is the light that is 

tantamount to embracing the gospel mes-
sage of Christianity. 

Catholicism has most adherents from east-
ern Nigeria, who embraced the teachings of 
the church wholeheartedly and passionately. 
There is hardly a Catholic family in eastern 
Nigeria, particularly of the ‘Igbo’ ethnicity, 
who do not have or aspire to have a Catholic 
Priest or Reverend Sister who they look up to 
as their sacrifice to God and their represent-
ative in the Church.

Christianity, particularly Catholicism in 
Africa, continues to face strong opposition 
and persecution by the fanatical proponents 
of traditional religion and Islam, particu-
larly in Nigeria (Islam in Northern Nigeria 
and traditional religion in south-eastern 
Nigeria). The response to this opposition 
has been a positive surge in faith and tenac-

ity in adherence, especially amongst Roman 
Catholic laity and clergy in eastern Nigeria.

While traditionalists are fanatically 
opposed to Western doctrine and the Gospel 
message of Jesus Christ, given the threat to 
their faith and worship of traditional deities, 
the Church is more focused in reinforcing the 
shared moral and spiritual values, while con-
demning the misdemeanours that underpin 
traditional religion, in the bid to win more 
souls for Christ. 

These struggles have been raging since 
inception of Christianity and Catholicism, 
resulting in so much bloodshed and mar-
tyrdom.   The fact is that many people are 
still today, laying their lives down in Africa 
for the faith brought to them by the west-
ern world while it is hardly the case that 
people can still die in the same magnitude in 
defence of Christian faith in the contempo-
rary western societies.

The Church is growing in number and 
faith in Africa every day. The positive tradi-
tional values are aligned with the teaching of 
the Church, resulting in a progressive syn-
chronicity. The Church in Africa is far from 
ideal or perfect but the commitment and 
genuineness are palpable. The question is: 
Why is there so much drought in faith and 
spirituality in the Western civilisation?  

The contemporary Western civilisation 
mostly look to politicians and science for 
answers and relegated religion to the back-
ground as superstition, resulting in massive 
erosion of faith and morals. Many young and 
vibrant African missionaries are coming to 
the West. If they are afforded the opportu-
nity and support, maybe there is hope for 
revival in faith and morality, especially for 
the younger generation.

February – when the Presentation precedes Valentine’s

Spirituality and Morality Revival, Hope from Africa!

Holy Cross Catholic Cathedral, Marina, Lagos.

Presentation of Jesus Christ at the 
Temple by Giuseppe Porta on the 
right side of the nave of the Santa 
Maria Gloriosa dei Frari.



16  |  ALIVE!  FEBRUARY 2020

DR. BÉNÉDICTE SAGE-FULLER

“Society will progress…on 
condition of respecting 
Maternity. Paternity. Life. 

Difference.” 
These smart slogans were put 

on advertisements throughout 
Paris on 31 December 2019, a few 
days ahead of the second round 
of examination by Parliament of 
the so-called “bioethics” law, by 
the French Senate. They adorned 
beautiful black and white pictures 
of a woman, a man, a disabled 
child and life’s beginning as we 
can see it in biology books. 

Alliance Vita, the organisa-
tion behind those advertisements 
has an objective to get people 
to think - about life, family, 
motherhood, fatherhood, chil-
dren, and the vulnerable with 
disabilities, and what all those 
things mean for society and  
the nation. 

The posters were designed 
to startle the public 
about the ugly revolution 
that is being fomented 
by Government and 
Parliament, to destabilise 
forever the foundations 
of French society: the 
make-up of the family, 
intergenerational 
links, the very idea of 
parenthood and human 
dignity.

The so-called “bioethics” law was 
proposed by President Macron’s 
government in September, 
following a process of public con-
sultation, as required by law. This 
project is cataclysmic. It destroys 
to its roots the model of legal filia-
tion, by brushing aside the normal 
biological links between parent and 
child as the basis for legal filiation. 

It considerably liberalises the 
IVF regime, effectively creat-
ing a “right to a child” for any 
woman even without a male part-

ner. This obviously is the direct 
way towards legalising surrogacy. 
Children stand to lose the right to 
establish in law their real biologi-
cal filiation. 

The law would also have the 
effect of permitting the abuse of 
human life at its earliest stages, 
by leading to further destruc-
tive research practices on human 
embryos, creating animal-human 
embryos and transgenic embryos. 

Pre-natal diagnosis would also 
be intensified, putting even more at 
risk of abortion unborn babies with 
disabilities, when they are already 
to a large extend terminated upon 
such diagnosis. This law is not just 
chilling. It is terrifying, and it is 

at our doorstep. Human dignity is 
directly targeted and attacked. 

President Macron’s government 
is railroading this proposal. French 
people are currently suffering one 
of the longest-lasting public trans-
port strikes in recent history, and 
they are not focused on this incred-
ible threat to the very making of 
their society. So Alliance Vita 
wanted to catch their attention 
with beauty, intelligence and heart. 

The socialist lady-mayor of Paris, 
Anne Hidalgo, was apoplectic with 
rage at the sight of these posters 
contemplating Life with a capital L. 
She angrily tweeted that she would 
immediately demand their taking 
down. But a fast Court action was 

successful, and within 48h, the 
Court ordered that the posters be 
put back up. 

What this story tells us is that 
intelligence, beauty and heart are 
our weapons. The threats to our 
Christian civilisation are abso-
lutely incredible. Alliance Vita 
gathered talented advertisers and 
artists to design these posters, 
and fight to win hearts and minds. 
They also have intelligent lawyers 
who go to court, and fight to win 
by reason. Who knows how many 
Parisians will let their hearts be 
touched by these posters. And 
if the law passes, at least, these 
people will be on the side of Life. 

This story also must 
make us realise that what 
nourishes intelligence, 
beauty and heart is 
education. Without strong, 
classical, demanding, 
high-standard education, 
where would the inspired 
artists, the intelligent 
advertisers, the excellent 
lawyers come from?

These kinds of people do not 
jump out of magicians’ hats. They 
are there because their parents 
fought for the best education they 
could give them, to nourish their 
God-given talents, to allow them 

to grow into the best versions of 
themselves, so that one day they 
could serve their country. 

We fight for our families every 
day, but above that, are we aware 
that we fight for our nation, because 
we love it? The Kingdom of God 
is here and now, it is in Ireland in 
2020. It demands of us parents to 
educate our children to the high-
est standard we can possibly give 
them, so that one day, they become 
the proud Irish pro-life doctor who 
saves babies’ lives; the loving Irish 
teacher who sparks the Love of Life 
in their pupils’ hearts; the success-
ful Irish company director who 
makes the Catholic corporate deci-
sion; the talented Irish baker or 
photographer who bakes only for 
man-woman weddings; the coura-
geous Irish nurse who convinces 
a father and mother to keep their 
unborn child diagnosed with Down 
syndrome; the brave Irish elected 
representative who joins the ranks 
of the few with intelligence, integ-
rity and courage in the Daíl and who 
witness to Hope against all hope; 
the Irish Christian movie director 
with a vision who creates marvel-
lously intelligent cinema. 

And this how, with these myriads 
of individual acts of beauty, intelli-
gence and heart, we win back our 
nation. And it all starts with our 
fight for education for our children. 

LIAM O’CONNOR

Being a Catechist in the 
Catechesis of the Good 
Shepherd method gives 

adults the opportunity to embrace 
a methodology of religious educa-
tion for children that helps deepen 
one’s relationship with God. 

Catechist formation is both 
instructive as well as experien-
tial. This is according to Sr. Mara 
Grace a Dominican sister who has 
been running the Catechesis of the 

Good Shepherd, for young chil-
dren for the past number of years, 
in Limerick. 

“The approach enriches the 
adult catechist in a background of 
scripture and liturgy, theology and 
prayer, as well as the pedagogy of 
the young child, helping the adult 
to see the religious potential of the 
child to deepen their relationship 
with God,” says the young Domin-
ican Sister.

The Dominican Sisters are run-
ning a training/formation course 
in the Catechesis of the Good 

Shepherd which includes pres-
entations of materials for children 
while facilitating pedagogical and 
theological discussion, assisting 
participants in preparing lesson 
plans, and preparing materials for 
use in an Atrium; (the Atrium is 
the prepared environment which 
facilitates the child’s encounter 
with God). 

The course format is “retreat-
like”, giving time and space to 
absorb the richness of the pres-
entations. If you are interested in 
becoming a catechist, a level-one 
formation course, for children 
age 3-6, is being offered at St. 
Saviour’s Dominican Church this 
February.

The progress of society

By teaching we learn
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PÓL Ó MEÁDHRA 

Rugadh Alexandrina Maria da 
Costa ar an 30ú lá de Mhí 
an Mharta sa bhliain 1904 i 

mBalascar, an Phortangéil. Tugadh 
naofa uirthi 100 bliain tar éis a dáta 
breithe le hEoin Pól II. I measc na 
n-ainmeacha a thugtar uirthi, tá, 
‘Santhinha de Balasar’, an brí atá 
leis ná ‘An Naomh Beag de Bala-
sar’. Seo leagan gearr dá scéal.

Páiste deas bríomhar ab ea Alex-
andrina, ar a raibh cion idir óg agus 
aosta. Fuair sí an Teagasc Criostaí 
óna máthair agus a deirfúir níos 
sine, Deolinda. Ag aois a dhá bhli-
ain déag, d’éirigh sí tinn le galrú. Ba 
bheag nach bhfuair sí bás da tho-
radh. Ba é seo an chead chomhartha 
go raibh Dia ag iarraidh uirthi a fhu-
laingt mar anam íobartach.

Ar Shatharn na Seachtaine Móire 
1918 le linn dí, agus do chéardaí óg 
ina teannta, ag  fuáil go dian, tharla 
rud uafásach a d’fhág rian buan 
uirthi go fisiciúl, ach go h-áirithe 
go spioradálta. Bhrúigh triúr fear 
isteach ina teach agus rinne iar-
racht chun iad a eagnú. Chun éalú 
uathu, léimeadar  ó fhuinneog an 
tseomra, ag titim ceithre mhéa-
dar chun na talún. Gortaíodh go 
dona iad. Dúirt na dochtúirí gur in 
olcas a rachadh a gortaithe agus go 
mbeadh sí éagumasaithe. Ní raibh 
Alexandrina ach ceithre bliana 

d’aois ag an am.
Go dtí aois a naoi mbliana deag, 

bhí sí in ann í féin a shrachadh chun 
an tséipéil, agus í ina lubán leis an 
bpian, ag paidreoireacht. Leis an 
bpian agus an phairilís ag éirí níos 
measa, bhí uirthi fanacht ina teach, 
agus is amhlaidh a bheadh an scéal  
go deireadh a saoil, thart ar triocha 
bliain ar aghaidh.

Lean Alexandrina uirthi ag impí 
ar an Mhaighdean Mhuire í a 
chneasú. Gheall sí go mbeadh sí ina 
misinéir dá leigheasfaí í. Diaidh ar 
ndiaidh, chabhraigh Dia léi a fhe-
iscint gurbh é an fhulaingt a bhí i 
ndán di. De réir mar a thuig sí é seo, 
bhí sé níos éasca uirthi glacadh leis.

D’éirigh an fonn fulaingte 
nios mó uirthi, nuair a d’éirigh a 
gairm níos soiléire di. Thuig sí gur 
glaodh í chun torthaí an pheaca a 
shoiléiriú, chun fianaise a thab-
hairt ar Pháis Chríost, agus chun 
daoine a iompú da bharr. Agus sin 
mar a bhí . Théadh sí tríd an bPáis 
gach Aoine tar éis dí grásta spei-
sialta a fháil chun maireachtáil in 
anam agus corp Chríost. Théadh 
sí ar Thuras na Croise i gcomar 
le pian spioradálta agus fisiciúil 
uafásach. Mheas sí gur pribhléid 
mhór di páirt a ghlacadh sa Pháis. 
Tá na pictiúrí fós ann di agus í ag 
dul tríd, cé nach raibh usáid  chuid 
mhaith dá chorp aici. Gheobhadh 
sí bás fíu ar a trí a chlog ar feadh 
cúpla noiméad.

Chuir míthuiscintí agus díchreid-
mheachas daonna go mór lena crois. 
Mhéadaigh an phian seo go mór 
nuair a chuaigh ceannairí agus baill 
na hEaglaise ina coinne- na daoine 
a cheap sí a  bheadh  ina chabhair 
ba mhó di. Tar éis fhiosriúchán 
de chuid Curia de Braga, scriob-
hadh imlitir leis an Ard Easpag ina 
leagadh coscanna síos ina cás. 

Tar éis dá stiúrthoir spioradálta, 
stopadh ag cabhrú lei, sa bhliain 
1937, tháinig  

Sagart Siliseach, an tAthair 
Umberto, i gcabhair uirthi. Dúirt sé 
lena deirfiúr Deolinda chun dialann 
a choimeád agus na héispéiris 
rúndiamhra a chuaigh sí tríd a 
choimeád. As seo a fhaighimid an 
tobar fianaise ar a scéal súntasach.

Ar an seachtú lá is fiche de Mhí 

a’Mharta, 1942, thosnaigh caibidil 
nua i scéal Alexandrina. Ní bhfaig-
headh sí cothú ar bith ó bhia de aon 
short, ach amháin ón Saicrimint 
Naofa. Ag pointe amháin ní raibh 
ach meachán de 33 ciligream aici. 
Bhí mearbhall ar dhochtúirí leis 
an bhfeiméan seo. Thosnáiodar 
ag cur scrúdaithe leighis uirthi. 
Bhíodar i gcónaí garbh agus doi-
lbhir léi. Mhéadaigh sé seo a cuid 
fulaingte agus uirísliú, ach chu-
imhnigh sí ar na focail a dúirt Íosa 
lei tráth ‘Is annamh a gheobhaidh 
tú aon solás..’

In aineoinn an phian fhisiciúil 
agus spioradálta a bhí á crá, bhí  
fáthadh an gháire i gcónaí uirthi. 
Ní raibh tuairim ag éinne a thug 

cuairt uirthi go raibh an méid sin 
á fhulaingt aici. Thug sí solás agus 
compord do gach éinne a thioc-
fadh ina treo.

Mar theistiméireacht don 
mhisean chuig a glaoch Dia uirthi, 
bhí fonn ar Alexandrina na focail 
seo a leanas a bheith scríofa ar a 
leac uaighe.

‘A pheacaithe, má’s aon chabhair 
mo chorp chun sibh a shlanú, tar 
i leith, siúil thairis, cic timpeall é, 
go dtí go n-imíonn sé, ach ná déan 
peaca arís. Ná máslaigh Íosa a thu-
illeadh….’

Fuair Alexandrina bás sa bhliain 
1955. Ba iad a focail dheireannach 
ná ‘Tá áthas orm mar go bhfuilim 
ag dul ar Neamh..’.

Alexandrina Maria da Costa

GLUAIS/VOCABULARY

Naofa- blessed
Suntasach- remarkable
Cion- fond
Galra- infection
An chéad chomhartha- first sign
Satharn na Seachtaine Móire- 
Holy Saturday
Ag fuáil- Sewing
Eagnú- rape
A shrachadh- to drag
Anam íobartach- a victim soul
Díchreidmheachas- incredulity
Gortaithe- injuries
Éagumasaithe- paralysed
A chneasú- to heal
Torthaí an pheaca- the effects 
of sin
Cileagram-kilo
Misean- mission

Misinéir- missionary
Gairm –vocation
Páis Chríost- Passion of Christ
Iompú- convert
Míthuiscint –misunderstanding
Ceannairí- leaders
Baill na h-Eaglaise-members of 
the Church
Fiosrúchán- investigation
Imlitir- a circular
Coscanna –prohibitions
Stiúrthóir spioradálta- spiritual 
director
Eispéiris rúndiamhra- mystical 
experiences
I gcomóir- accompany
Doilbhir- unpleasant
Uirísliú- humiliation
Fáthadh an gháire- smile
Leac uaighe- tombstone

Alexandrina Maria da Costa

RUADHAN JONES

Joan of Arc is a figure who exercises a 
wide cultural appeal. She has been rep-
resented in painting, literature, film, 

and pop music. Some co-opt her as a femi-
nist icon, an image of subversive femininity; 
to Christians she is, like all saints, an image 
of Christ. This year being the hundredth 
anniversary of her canonisation, it is worth 
watching the greatest adaptation of her life: 
The Passion of Joan of Arc (CT Dreyer, 
1927).

Based on the transcripts of Joan’s trial, 
the film focuses on her interrogation before 
a corrupt Church court. Her interrogators 
tried by any means to force or trick a confes-
sion from her. 

However, the remarkable eloquence 
and wit of the illiterate peasant girl was so 
affecting that the trial had to be conducted 
in private. Dreyer recreates the private 
undertakings of the court - and Joan of Arc’s 
interior state of grace and suffering.

The attempt to represent the experience 
of a soul in film may seem like a lost cause. 
How can something so physical represent 
what is beyond the physical world? And yet 
by an insistent use of close-ups, Dreyer gets 
under the skin.

He is aided by a famous performance by 
Renée Jeanne Falconetti, a renowned stage 
actress. Etched on her face is the fear and 
anxiety, the courage and wisdom, the fierce 
serenity of a woman tormented by the world 

but at one with God’s will. The drama of the 
film is carried by her expressions. And what 
is the drama if not her passion?

There are unsurprising similarities 
between her passion and Christ’s. The pat-
tern of Christ’s sanctity is inscribed in the 
life of the saints, icons of his holiness. As 
Joan is an icon of Christ, the fat and bloated 
or angular and fox-like faces of her oppres-
sors are representative of the evils of man, 
and the devil within. 

Spitting, shouting, mocking, and abusive, 
they are a visceral recreation of the tra-
gi-comic brutality of evil. Sweet Joan, saint 
on the silver screen, is truth, goodness, and 
beauty embodied. 

That this is a silent film may be off-put-
ting, but fortunately Richard Einhorn’s 
“Voices of Light” are a beautiful aural 
accompaniment. If you wish to have a saint 
brought to life before you, then the difficulty 
will be worth the greater pleasure. Do not be 
afraid to suffer with Joan of Arc.

The Passion of Joan of Arc
ALIVE! FILM REVIEW OF THE MONTH

The Day Is 
Now Far Spent 
By Cardinal Robert Sarah  
with Nicolas Diat

DEREK RYAN 

The third book by Robert Cardinal Sarah 
is arguably his finest. Drawing deeply on 
his admiration for Pope Benedict XVI, 

the African Cardinal outlines the challenges 
of the age we now live in without ever falling 
into the pessimism that has afflicted many 
associated with the Church. While remaining 
faithful and trusting in God, Cardinal Sarah 
does not spare his readers from the reality of 
the faith or the threat of the modern world for 
the eternal soul of mankind.

He says that he “considers that the deca-
dence of our time has all the faces of mortal 
peril.”

“At the root of the collapse of the West, 
there is a cultural identity crisis. The West 
no longer knows who it is, because it no 
longer knows and does not want to know 
who made it, who established it, as it was 
and as it is. Many countries today ignore 
their own history. This self-suffocation nat-
urally leads to a decadence that opens the 
path to new, barbaric civilizations.”

Beautifully written, following the Q&A 
format of God or Nothing and The Power 
of Silence, with Nicolas Diat, an acclaimed 

author in his own right, 
the Cardinal possi-
bly outstrips Pope 
Benedict XVI and Car-
dinal Ratzinger who 
he is arguably imitat-
ing in his interview 
books with Peter See-
wald. For certain, the 
answers are as elab-
orate, more densely 
intricate – which also 
lead to the book being 
slightly less accessible. 

The title gives the 
impression, on first glance, of weariness, 
near fatalism, but taking the full sentence 
into account, what is actually said is much 
more positive:

“Abide with us: for it is toward evening, 
and the day is far spent.”

Rather than being defeatist, the tone is one 
of taking stock and moving on afresh after 
gathering ourselves, taking shelter in the 
Lord, re-nourishing ourselves at his table in 
order to re-engage with the elements, even 
to face the storm with renewed vigour. 

As Nicolas Diat himself said, in May 2019 
at the Centre Saint-Louis (Institut Français) 

“The book’s analysis of the spiritual and 
moral collapse of our times combines vigor 
and sweetness, making no concessions in 
its impressive accuracy. Observers have 
rightly pointed out that these pages are 
as deep as a book-length meditation on 
Good Friday, that day of the cross when 
the great veil of the Temple was split in two 
and darkness covered the whole world. But 
Jean-Marie Guénois rightly points out in 
Le figaro that The Day is Far Spent is actu-
ally ‘a hopeful book’.”

A L I V E !  B O O K  R E V I E W 
O F T H E  M O N T H



PART 36: 
THE RUSSIAN LEPER

One of the deepest impacts Fr. 
Pacifique Roy made on the 
spiritual life of Dorothy Day 

came from what she saw as his love 
for the Mass. 

“We had a sung Mass every day 
because the diocese we were in did 
not permit the dialogue Mass, so 
we were the gainers when Fr. Roy 
decided on the sung Mass. To him 
Mass was truly the work of the day 

and he spared no effort to make 
it as beautiful and worshipful as 
possible. Even during the coldest 
weather when the water froze in 
the cruet and his hands became 
numb when he said Mass slowly, 
reverently with his mind intent on 
the greatness, the awfulness of the 
Sacrifice.”

To one priest who complained 
of his powerlessness to cope with 
the darkness of the times, he said 
courageously that if he would stop 
gargling the words of the Mass in 

his throat in a horrible parody of 
oral prayer, he would be making 
a beginning. Dorothy afterwards 
noted that this priest, who was 
also a sensitive soul, never again 
slurred over the words of the Mass.  

The problem of pain, the reality 
of suffering was a constant fea-
ture of what poor people and the 
Catholic Worker movement had to 
contend with in those hard times 
in the ‘thirties and ‘forties. Dor-
othy always remembered a story 
Fr. Roy told them to help people 
to understand this in the deepest 
supernatural way.

“He liked to tell of a leper he vis-
ited in a hospital in Canada, a huge 
Russian fellow who was suffering 
greatly during his slow death. He 

could not understand why God did 
this to him, the leper cried.” 

“I told him about God’s love,” 
Father Roy said. I began with the 
dirt, and how the flower said to the 
dirt, How would you like to be like 
me, so pretty, so sweet, waving in 
the breeze?‘. And the dirt said, ‘Oh, 
I would like that.’ So the roots of 
the flower assimilated the dirt, and 
it became a flower. And then the 
rabbit came along and said to the 
flower, ‘And how would you like to 
be like me, hopping around, play-
ing in the fields?’ And the flower 
said, ‘Oh, yes, I would like to be able 
to move and to be like you.’ So the 
rabbit assimilated the flower and it 
became rabbit. And then the man 
came and said to the rabbit, ‘How ‘ 

would you like to be a man, to walk 
about, to think, to pray?’ ‘And the 
rabbit said, ‘Oh, of course, I would 
like that!’ So the hunter killed him 
and ate him. 

“And do you know that leper 
grasped my hand, and he lifted 
his eyes to me, full of tears, and he 
said, ‘Oh, Father!’ and there was 
such a depth of comprehension in 
the way he said it, that I cried too. 
‘Though He slays me yet will I trust 
Him’ (Book of Job). Oh yes, we 
must die to live; we’ve got to face 
it. It is easy to talk about this mys-
tery of suffering but it is hard to 
take. But what am I talking about. 
Doesn’t God give us strength and 
grace to bear everything?”, Fr. Roy 
concluded.
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DOROTHY DAY

ACCOMMODATION

ALGARVE, Albuferia, Portugal. Luxury 1 
or 2 bed aparts for rent. Sky TV, shared 
pool, long/short term. Special winter rates.  
Tel: 087 237 1716.

LUXURY 2 bed bungalow for holiday lets, 
short or long stays, all mod cons, suitable 
for wheelchairs, in beautiful surroundings at 
Knock, Mayo, 087 640 6588.

MEDJUGORJE. Local family accom.  
16 en-suite rooms; groups welcome too. 
Contact Christina 0044 7714 264 849, 
viber, whats-up email: ostojic.ivan@tel.net.
ba Facebook guest house JanjaOstojic.

MEDJUGORJE apartment, bright, spa-
cious, nice view, all mod cons, available to 
rent. Tel: 0752 270 6446.

RETIRED active pensioner, would like a 
room in a house, rent cheap, Cork or Kerry 
town. Box 3001.

MEDJUGORJE apts to rent. Lifts, balco-
nies, kitchen. John 087 149 6338.

MISCELLANEOUS

WATERFORD, volunteers needed to help 
distribute Alive!, please. A little help once a 
month. Tel: Breda, 01 404 8187 and leave a 
message and tel number. Thank you.

HEALTH and wellness company requires 
help, flexible hours work from home. Part 
time and full time earnings available, email 
ark@flp.com or phone Anita 087 062 4108.

DO you suffer from aches and pains?  
Why not call and find out about our amaz-
ing supplement called Move? Phone Anita  
087 062 4108 or email ark@flp.com

BOOK of prayers & poems by Maureen 
McGowan. E15. For sale in Knock Book-
shop, Eason’s, Ballina, Mayo. Costcutters, 

Dromore West, & Bernies Shop, Easkey  
Co. Sligo. Proceeds go to Alzheimers, 
Aughamore, Co. Sligo

PILGRIMAGES

MEDJUGORJE dentist, Dr. Davor Planinic. 
White fillings, porcelain crowns, dental 
implants. High quality work & excellent 
standards. 00387 3665 1889; 00387 
6344 7840. www.dr.planinic.com

FATIMA Easter 8-13 April 2020; also Feast 
Day of Our Lady of Fatima 10–14 May; also 
Fatima 7-12 June and Fatima for Feast of 
Miracle of Sun 10–17 October. Contact 
James Treacy 086 057 2216.

FATIMA 16th June, 7 nights, full board, 
€759. Tel: Joan Bourke 061 600 951.

MEDJUGORJE pilgrimage, Easter week. 
Eleanor Healy Group. Info: 086 865 0708 
or 087 235 1294.

MEDJUGORJE 12 May, 8 nights, €629pps. 
Kinnegad Parish. Tel: 087 718 3001.

SHANNON to Mostar-Medjugorje, 9 Sept, 
€745pps. Accompanied by Fr. Quirke & Fr. 
Egan. Call John O’Brien 086 858 6304.

KNOCK to Mostar-Medjugorje 2020, 23  
& 30 September; 7 October. Houses close 
to St. James, €745pps. Call Anne Keadin  
086 376 6293.

DUBLIIN to Mostar-Medjugorje, 19 August. 
7 nights, €725. Accompanied by Fr. Tom 
Hannon. Call Phil Robinson 086 395 6299.

SHANNON to Mostar-Medjugorje,  
9 September, €745pps. Accompanied by  
Fr. Tommy Marrinan. Call Marie Grimes on  
087 419 7021.

PILGRIMAGE to Lourdes, April 15-19, 
staying in Hotel Mediterranee. Daytime 
scheduled flights with Aer Lingus. €450, 
all-inclusive, full board, all coaching, tours, 
taxes and 10kg luggage included. Phone 
057 935 5050, 9-3pm only. Myriam 
Escorted Tours, TA0766. www.myriam.ie

RELIGIOUS

HOLYFACE. Reparation books, medals, & 
various scapulars. Write to: Michael Gorm-
ley, 68 Melvin Rd, Terenure, Dublin 6W.

THINKING about a vocation? Interested in 
knowing about the Dominican friars? Visit 
www.dominicans.ie

RETREAT House in St. Benedict’s Priory, 
Cobh run by Benedictine Nuns. Daily Mass, 
Day and Night Adoration, Monastic Liturgy, 
stunning views of Cobh Harbour, beauti-
ful Bible Garden, Library, meals provided. 
For more information contact the guest 

mistress: 021 481 1354 email: cobhtyburn-
convent@gmail.com

MONAGHAN Charismatic Prayer Group, 
Annual Spring conference in The Four 
Seasons Hotel, Monaghan. Friday 7th at 
6.30pm to Sunday 9th February at 2pm. 
Main speaker Fr. Brendan Walsh. Prayer 
& praise, healing, testimonies, etc. All wel-
come. For details: contact AnneMarie 086 
725 1770, Josephine 087 931 8514, Peter 
087 225 1124 or www.mcp.g.net

WEEKEND Evangelisation Seminar 1st-3rd 
May. “I have called you by your name, you are 
mine” Isaiah 43:1. Discover a true personal 
‘Encounter with the Living God” in this evan-
gelisation seminar. This seminar is modeled 
on the early Christian catechumenate with 
modern methods of catechesis as estab-
lished and practised by the late priest and 
professor Dr. Tomislav, Ivancic, founder of 
Hagiotherapy. Speaker Ivica Lulic (Head of 
prayer and word community, Zagreb) SMA 
Conference Centre, Dromantine Newry, Co. 
Down. Booking essential contact eileen-
boden55@gmail.com or Eileen 0779 355 
7703. Price €180 full board single room, 
€170pp sharing, €90 seminar + meals.

THANKSGIVING

THANKS to St. Martin for always interced-
ing for my requests. An.

THANKS to Sts. Martha, Rita, Raphael, 
Michael, Jude, Anthony, Holy Spirit, Divine 
Mercy, Our Lady, Sacred Heart, Our Lady 
Undoer of Knots for favour received. SP.

IN thanksgiving for favours received and 
about to be received to the Sacred Heart. JB. 

THANKS for favour received concerning 
family relationship. AC.

USEFUL SERVICES

ALL unwanted home waste removed. 
Cookers, fridges, beds, suites, wardrobes, 
carpets, etc, removed and disposed of in 
proper manner. No job too small or big. 
Contact Tommy 087 640 6015.

REFACE your kitchen. We change kitchen 
cabinet doors, and worktops. Free esti-
mates. Tel: 01 862 4647.

TYPEWRITERS & dictating machines, 
repairs, sales, ribbons, most makes, Tel: 01 
830 9333.

GREENTEAM. Trees felled, paving, fenc-
ing, overgrown gardens, different styles of 
pebble stone. Garage, house and garden 
clearance. Tel: 01 485 3931. Website: 
greenteamtreesandgroundwork.ie 

CHAIN saws new & used, including spares 
& repairs. Also hog splitters, chopper shred-
ders & everything for feeding & handling 
sheep. B. Esmonde Machinery 0402 37 
182. Nationwide deliveries.

CLASSIFIEDS
€1 per word;  
Box No. €3.00 extra

BREDA: 01 404 8187

DON’T EXTINGUISH 
THE LAST LIGHT 
Story of one’s man battle 
against  Sin, Satan, and 

Mental Illness. 
Part 1 & Part 2. 

Dermot Cruise, 
P.O. Box 12785, 

Ballyogan, Dublin 18. 
Price €5.00 per part.

Al� e Lambe 
SERVANT OF GOD 

ANNUAL MASS 
Sunday 9th Feb at 10.30. 

Church of the 
Miraculous Medal , 

Bird Ave, Clonskeagh, 
Dublin 14.

MEDJUGORJE
12th May, 8 nights, 

€629 pps

October 7 nights €589, 

10 nights €629pps,

Flight direct to Mostar.

FATIMA
1st September

4 nights €499pps
Please contact:

PAT & PHIL  087 223 8921

ADOPTION & foster tracing. So you 
want to trace your birth mother or 
father? Family tree tracing. Help is only 
a phone call away. Tel: 087 216 8883. 
24 hrs. 7 days.

No footballer in the last few 
years has created more media 
dust storms than England’s 

Raheem Sterling. Whether it’s gun 
crime or racism, he has become a 
spokesperson for a generation.

He speaks from personal expe-
rience, as his father was the victim 
of a shooting and he has had to 
bear the poison of racism, whether 
through physical or verbal attack. 
As such, there is an authenticity  
to him.

Many see footballers as cosseted 

stars, detached from everyday life 
and its struggles. There is truth in 
this, although Sterling’s journey 
from poverty – born in Kingston, 
Jamaica, and, aged five, his mother 
took him to England; he grew up in 
Brent, a deprived part of London.

Many believe that sport and 
politics should not mix, it is very 
difficult for them not to. For sure: 
successful sports performers hold 
the attention of millions and their 
behaviours carry weight. They are 
role models and can have a bear-

ing upon the lives and attitudes  
of many.

A £50million purchase as a 
20-year-old by Manchester City, 
the weight of the transfer fee sat 
heavily and his first season pro-
duced just six goals.

But since 2016, City have won 
2 league titles, an FA Cup and 3 
League Cups. Sterling has been 
key. In 2018-19 he had 25 goals and 
18 assists.

He is an established international  
and has scored 10 goals in his last 

11 games. It’s 
a far cry from 
the so-called 
greedy, flash, 
young man 
who left Liver-
pool purely for 
money. Most 
have revised 
their opinions.

T e a m -
mate Kevin 
De Bruyne, says that “(Raheem) 
couldn’t be more different from 
what the tabloids were saying. This 
is the real truth: Raheem is one of 
the nicest, most humble guys I’ve 

met in football.” (Quote: Players 
Tribune.)

At the centre of Raheem’s life 
is his faith in God. It wouldn’t be 
unusual for him to be seen read-
ing the Bible as the City players get 
ready for a match or training. He 
makes the Sign of the Cross when-
ever he enters the field. He believes 
that his talent is God-given and lies 
at the heart of all he has achieved. 

Faith and belief in God have 
given meaning to Raheem Ster-
ling’s life, one that has led him 
through hardship to success - an 
extraordinary journey for someone 
who only turned 25 in December.

Sterling Crises Averted Through Faith

Raheem Sterling.



Dear Dastardly Smithers, 

Roger Scruton died in January. 
I doubt we will be seeing him 
down here. Not too many 

know him in Ireland. And good job 
too. He was a fierce adversary. A 
right smart fellow. A thinker. And 
we don’t like them. They bother us. 

But we have the solution. Look 
at how we dealt with him. It’s so 
easy. It’s nearly too easy. It’s the 
tactic for the times. Anyone that 
looks like threatening our doctrine, 
we just have to set the dogs of war  
on them. 

The who? The outragatii. The 
indignantatii. The hysteriatii. All 
we have to do is make a great big 
commotion. We just have to call 
some names and be outraged. We 

are taking them down one by one. 
And we are doing it so fast. And so 
easily. 

And we do not even have to be 
right. Or factual. Or even close to 
the mark. We just have to say it. 
There are so many willing fools out 
there that will just take the bait and 
run with it. 

What happened Roger Scruton? 
We found a partial sentence that 

we could quote out of context to 
make him sound like he was racist 
against the Chinese. We got Kevin 
Myers the same way. Look what we 
did to John Waters? It’s so easy. 
And facts don’t matter. So few care 
about facts anymore.

And it doesn’t matter what they 
did with their lives. Sickeningly 
good, fiendishly and deliciously 
bad or stupendously indifferent, it 
only takes a day to take them down 
a peg or two. 

We can drive them into con-
niptions over someone telling the 
truth about IVF in Mullingar. And 
make them foam at the mouth at 
the prayers outside abortion cen-
tres. And the lapdogs lap it up. They 
know no better than to amplify. 
And frighten the rest into silence. 

A peg or two, is that what I said? 
We can knock them right off their 
perch. And there are plenty of the 

sycophantic little pawns that wail 
and writhe in hysterical fanaticism. 
And the most lack all conviction. 
We come for them one by one and 
there is hardly anyone left to speak 
up for them. 

And the ones that do. No one is 
listening. And in case they are, we 
will come for them next. It is a pity 
we won’t have Scruton down here. 
He would a wonderful ally. But he 
sees things too clearly. We can’t be 
having that down here. Speaking 
truth to power like he did to the 
Communists?

No, thank you. Down here we 
need more of those snivelling 
virtue signallers that think they are 
so earnestly right. So easy. 

Yours dreadfully,

Dumbag
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DUMBAG WRITES...  LETTERS FROM A MASTER TO A TRAINEE TEMPTER

Dia dhaoibh a pháistí,
We are now into February our 

second month of the new decade. 
How exciting! I hope you are all 
keeping up your new year’s resolu-
tions?

This year is a really special one as 
2020 is known as a leap year which 
only happens every four years. This 
means February gets an extra day, 
so instead of 28 days it now has 29.

February 2020 is a special month 
for holy days, too. There’s St. Brigid’s 
day on the 1st. Some of you may have 
made crosses from rushes at home 
or in school. St. Valentine’s day is 
on the 14th, where we celebrate St 
Valentine. Shrove Tuesday and Ash 
Wednesday occur in February and 
Lent also begins on the 26th, which 
then prepares us for Easter.

We can also take time this Febru-
ary to think about all the things in 
our life that are special to us. This 
could be our family, friends or hob-
bies, and remember to thank God 
for giving us these special things as 
an act of love for us.

Slán go fóill,  Aisling

ACROSS
1. Headdress for the leader of the city area (6)
4. Loud noise from the tennis court? (6)
8. Irishman has ten on the paved area? (5)
9. Crucial point from the oval pit! (7)
10. Can rely somehow on a robbery (7)
11. Roche turned a brownish yellow colour (5)
12. Going to the cops, screaming? (9)
17. Musical about six involved in Basque terror 

group... (5)
19. ...leads to the six in court case, but it’s not 

important (7)
21. Roam around a small amount for bullfighter (7)
22. Went with left or right? (5)
23. Perhaps a tired rant (6)
24. City near where fowl are? (6)

DOWN
1. Small county of the French drink (6)
2. Replies regarding posh cakes? (7)
3. Al is the first to be without others... (5)
5. ...but it’s Al I love in a crazy way, it’s the pits! (7)
6. If this boat had an up side to it, it would be saucy! (5)
7. When Ted felt sick he worked the land? (6)
9. Funnily, yes, a tramp is the one who gives the 

wages! (9)
13. UN diplomat goes to Darfur leader without 

assistance (7)
14. Note, make many holes for grill (7)
15. The glove she wears almost fits the recluse (6)
16. Slips on playground items (6)
18. Bury in the middle (5)
20. Small picture on the TV? (5)

SOLUTION TO JANUARY CROSSWORD: 
ACROSS: 7. Orator 8. Putter 10. Recount 11. Slogs 12. Earl 13. Drill 
17. Debar 18. Warn 22. Alibi 23. Landing 24. Docile 25. Planet DOWN:  
1. Journey 2. Dancers 3. Lotus 4. Mussels 5. Stoop 6. Crush 9. Eternally 
14. Vehicle 15. Rations 16. Knights 19. Bands 20. Hitch 21. Angle.

KidsKids Corner Corner PRIZE CROSSWORD

Solution to ALIVE! St. Mary’s Priory, Tallaght, Dublin 24.

Return to ALIVE! St. Mary’s Priory, Tallaght, Dublin 24.

€25 CRYPTIC CLUES: €25 for the first correct entry out  
of the bag. Entries before Monday, 10th February 2020.  
One entry per family. Winner & answers next month. NO. 242

NAME

ADDRESS

 TELEPHONE

JANUARY CROSSWORD WINNER: 
Sinéad Duff,  

Mile Mill, Kilcullen,  
Co. Kildare.

✃

COLOURING COMPETITION - WIN €10 195

NAME

ADDRESS

 AGE

✃

JANUARY COLOURING 
COMPETITION WINNER: 
Lucy McDonough,  

White Thorn, Balue Lane, 
Church Road, Killiney,  

Co. Dublin. Age 6.
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Solutions to January Crossword:

Across: 7. Orator 8. Putter 10. Recount
11. Slogs 12. Earl 13. Drill 17. Debar 18.
Warn 22. Alibi 23. Landing 24. Docile 25.
Planet. 

Down: 1. Journey 2. Dancers 3. Lotus 4.
Mussels 5. Stoop 6. Crush 9. Eternally
14. Vehicle 15. Rations 16. Knights 19.
Bands 20. Hitch 21. Angle.

1 7

8 9

10 11

12 13
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ACROSS
1. Headdress for the leader of the city area (6)
4. Loud noise from the tennis court? (6)
8. Irishman has ten on the paved area? (5)
9. Crucial point from the oval pit! (7)
10. Can rely somehow on a robbery (7)
11. Roche turned a brownish yellow colour (5)
12. Going to the cops, screaming? (9)
17. Musical about six involved in Basque terror 

group... (5)
19. ...leads to the six in court case, but it’s not 

important (7)
21. Roam around a small amount for bullfighter (7)
22. Went with left or right? (5)
23. Perhaps a tired rant (6)
24. City near where fowl are? (6)

DOWN
1. Small county of the French drink (6)
2. Replies regarding posh cakes? (7)
3. Al is the first to be without others... (5)
5. ...but it’s Al I love in a crazy way, it’s the pits! (7)
6. If this boat had an up side to it, it would be saucy! (5)
7. When Ted felt sick he worked the land? (6)
9. Funnily, yes, a tramp is the one who gives the 

wages! (9)
13. UN diplomat goes to Darfur leader without 

assistance (7)
14. Note, make many holes for grill (7)
15. The glove she wears almost fits the recluse (6)
16. Slips on playground items (6)
18. Bury in the middle (5)
20. Small picture on the TV? (5)

MAZE PUZZLE

Can you help the little lamb find 
his flock?

CAN YOU UNSCRAMBLE THESE SAINTS NAMES?

SAH DNESYADEW, 

FTORY YDAS,

LOHY PSITRI

ANSWERS: ASH WEDNESDAY, FORTY DAYS, HOLY SPIRIT

LOOK WHO IS 
COMING TO CORK

Smithers, my fiendish firecracker

Roger Scruton.

P
ho

to
: E

le
ke

s 
A

nd
or

.
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FEBRUARY

V. Sat 8th Louth: Dundalk Marists Church. 2 to 4.30pm
H. Tues 11th Swords: Carnegie Court Hotel Swords Co. Dublin 7.30pm
H. Sat 22nd Cork: the Hibernian Hotel Mallow. 7.30pm

MARCH

V. Sat 7th Kilkenny: Dominican’s Black Abbey, Kilkenny
H. Mon 9th Celbridge: Celbridge Manor. 7.30pm
H. Tues 21st Kerry: Killarney Plaza Hotel. 7.30pm

APRIL

V. Sat 4th Limerick: St. Saviour’s Limerick
H. Mon 20th Dublin : Blanchardstown Crowne Plaza 7.30pm
H. Sat 25th Tipperary: Abbeycourt Hotel Nenagh 7.30pm

MAY

H. Sat 9th Co. Clare: Ennis Treacey’s Hotel 7.30pm
H. Tues 12th Bray: The Royal Hotel 7.30pm
V. Sat 23rd Cork City: Mahon Church.

JUNE

H. Sat 13th Port Laois: Midland Park Hotel. 7.30pm

JULY

H. Sat 4th Kildare: Keadeen Hotel Newbridge 7.30pm

AUGUST

H. Sat 8th Westmeath: Athlone Prince of Wales Hotel. 7.30pm
V. Sat 22nd Dublin: St. Brigid’s Church Killester.

SEPTEMBER

H. Sat 19th Wexford Talbot Hotel TBC. 7.30pm
H. Tues 22nd Balbriggan: The Bracken Court Hotel; 7;30pm.
V. SUNDAY 27th Galway City; Franciscan Friary, Galway City.

OCTOBER

H. Sat 10th Kilkenny: Hotel Kilkenny: 7.30pm
H. Tues 20th Glenroyal Hotel (Galway Suite) 

Maynooth Co. Kildare 7.30pm

NOVEMBER

H. Mon 16th Newgrange Hotel Navan. 7.30pm.
H. Sat 21st Waterford: Dooley’s Hotel. 7.30pm

“TAKING IRELAND BACK FOR CHRIST” 

Do you want to bring Jesus to the nation? On the streets, the buses, the trains? 
Will you help us bring the Holy Face of Jesus to your Parish, your area?

For an Ireland 
Where God is First, 

Life is Sacred and The 
Family is Cherished

Join our Life Affirming Pregnancy Outreach!

ASK MAJELLA needs your help.
Will you be the heart to help families in need 
of real love, real help, real choices.

Volunteers and staff are 
urgently needed! 
www.askmajella.com

Men of Ireland!
Will you join us and repair 
the breach?
Be the man God has created 
you to be?
Want to grow in manhood, 
dignity and virtue?

Croagh Patrick Men’s Climb & Conference 
Saturday 22nd August 2020

‘The 2020 Vision’

“BY MY HOLY FACE 
YOU WILL WORK 

MARVELS”

Holy Face Vigils and Hotel Evening events:
(V. = vigil H. = Hotel)

WE ARE EXPANDING!
More great opportunities to advance 
Catholic Faith, Life and Family!

For further info contact our office:
Human Life International Ireland
Main Street, Knock, Co. Mayo.
TEL: +353 9493 75993  WEB: www.humanlife.ie  E-MAIL: mail@humanlife.ie

Exciting expansion means 4 new posts are available.
1. Office Manager 20-40 hrs per week. 

Based in Knock, Co Mayo.
2. Project and event co-ordinator. 20-40 hrs per week. 

Based in Knock, Co Mayo.
3. Ask Majella Pregnancy Help healthcare professionals. 

5-10 hrs per week.
4. N. Ireland development officer 15-30 hrs per week. 

Ask Majella


