
HAPPY ANNUS  
NOVUS DOMINI PAGE 17

THE ROAD TO KNOCK:  
AN INTERVIEW WITH 

WRITER AND PRODUCER 
ALAN FIELD  PAGE 15

ALIVE!

• The content of the newspaper ALIVE! and the views expressed in it are those of the editor and contributors, and do not necessarily represent the views of the Irish Dominican Province.

WHERE THERE WAS NO 
NEED OF GOD  PAGE 3

BE A LIGHT IN THE 
DARKNESS  PAGE 3

FREE CATHOLIC MONTHLY NEWSPAPER

NO. 262 JANUARY 2020  |  190,000 COPIES NATIONWIDE  |  WWW.ALIVE.IE  |  

NOT ENOUGH BABIES TO MAKE THE WORLD GO AROUND   PAGE 4

WOMEN TOLD NOT TO  
LIVE IN ISOLATION  PAGE 2

THE YEAR THAT WAS



2  |  ALIVE!  JANUARY 2020

(01) 878 8159   |  (028) 956 80005  |  info@marian.ie
1 9  E d e n  Q u a y ,  D u b l i n  1

W W W . M A R I A N . I E

€50
OFF BOOK BEFORE 

1S
T  F

EB

RUARY FOR

Bookings before Feb 1st 2020 will avail of the €50 discount included in the above prices. Early booking 
discount is not available for Easter, Youth Week or departures from Belfast. 

Direct flights to Mostar Airport commence May 20 only 30mins from Medjugorje

€639 €645 €625

€665 €685 €599

Medjugorje 2020
Now Flying Direct to

Mostar-Medjugorje

Departures from Cork, Dublin, Knock and Shannon
Arrive in Medjugorje in Half the Time
Book before 1st February 2020 to receive €50 off 

Licenced by the Commission for Aviation Regulation TO142

JACK WALSH

Astudy group for homeschoolers has 
been set up in the west of Ireland and 
is currently meeting twice a week for 

three or four hours. 
The group works as a co-op with different 

parents contributing whatever expertise they 
have. It is run by a mother who has many 
years’ experience helping home-schooled chil-
dren prepare for university entrance exams. 

The group was originally set up to help 
families who wish to begin home-schooling 
transition out of a traditional school setting, 
but has expanded to include families who 
wish to meet up with other home-school-
ers for socialising, families recently moved 
to Ireland who want to help their home-
schooled children improve in English, and 
families looking for a bit more structure to 
their home-school routine. 

Additionally, children preparing for the 
Junior or Leaving Cert can avail of extra 

tutoring in various subjects. Children with 
special needs are welcome too and one of 
the parents involved has a degree in special 
needs education.

“It’s a great opportunity to share ideas and 
resources with other parents while the older 
children study together and the younger 
children do educational games,” commented 
one of the parents after attending the group. 

The coordinators of the group hope to 
expand their activities eventually when the 
co-op grows larger and plan to form sports 
teams, a choir, a chess club, etc. 

They hope to help similar groups form in 
other areas of the country as well. Anyone 
wishing to join the group can e mail homes-
choolstudygroupconnacht@yahoo.com

LIAM O’CONNOR

Blessed is She is a Catholic women’s 
community committed to deepening 
a life of prayer starting with daily 

Scripture devotionals and supportive 
sisterhood.  They believe in beauty pointing 
toward the Divine, and strive to live a 
Eucharistic life. 

Founded in the US, they recently held two 
conferences in Dublin. The conferences had 
as their theme “The light shines in the dark-
ness, and the darkness has not overcome 
it” (John 1:5), encouraging the hundreds of 
Irish women who attended to be the light, 
know the Light and to spread the light.

“Blessed is She is about women coming 
together with a freeness to engage and relate 
to other women; and to explore the feminine 
genius - things that are unique to femi-
ninity”, remarked Julie Cosden, one of the 
participants. 

“From the conference, which was very 
much Eucharistic centred, we took home a 
deepening of our understanding and appre-
ciation of God as Father and what it means 
to encounter the man Jesus Christ.  

“We were also encouraged not to live our 
Christianity in isolation but to make connec-
tions with Catholic women that live in our 
locality”, concluded Julie, who noted that 
of the three hundred and fifty plus partici-
pants, most were aged under 40.

JACK WALSH

Youth 2000 held their Christmas 
Retreat in Newbridge, Co. Kildare. It 
was a huge success with the largest 

attendance ever and the joy was palpable. 
Anthony Hartnett, a young seminarian 

from Galway, always looks forward with 
‘Advent’ expectation to this annual event so 
to prepare for the coming of Christ:

“All the things you associate with Christ-
mas are there every year: jingle bells, 
smiles and presents but, more impor-
tantly, this retreat helps me to discover the 
true meaning of Christmas, that the Son of 
God came into the world as one of us and 
dwelt among us. Also, many of my truest 
friends were unknown to me until I met 
them at Newbridge, Co. Kildare.”

As the Shepherds were told by a heav-

enly host to go and see the infant King, 
these young retreatants meet the same 
Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament. It is a fan-
tastic, fun, festive way for them to reflect 
on what really matters. 

Anthony continues: “It so marvellously 
helps me to begin again in my relationship 
with God and to grow closer to Him. I’ve 
always had space to be with God there. 

“As I am in my 4th year of seminary now, 
I think that these Retreats were crucial in 
preparing me to answer His call to “come 
and see” (John 1:39) what the priesthood 
is about.”

The Wise Men “opened their treasures” 
(Matthew 2:11) before the Christ Child 
and now, hundreds of young people have 
opened their hearts before the King at the 
recent Youth 2000 Christmas Retreat, 
and received gifts of immeasurable grace  
in return.

Sharing the load of our children’s education

Women told not to live in isolation Maintaining that ‘bridge’ to God

Adoration at the Blessed is She conference.

Youth2000 annual retreat in Kildare.

For further info or to talk about vocation discernment,contact Vocations Director,  
Br. Malachy, email: vocations@msjroscrea.ie or text info to 085 833 8503.

Monastic Experience Weekend

Mount St. Joseph Abbey, Roscrea, Co Tipperary.

Friday 31st – 2nd February 2020
For men aged 20 to 40 who may be discerning a monastic vocation.

Experience the rhythm of monastic daily prayer life.
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CILLIAN KELLY

“No church was allowed to 
be built as the author-
ities claimed there was 

no need of God”, was how the 
Bishop of Waterford and Lismore 
Alphonsus Cullinan described the 
Communist built district of Nova 
Huta in Poland, where, in 1979, 
St. John Paul II first used the term 
‘the new evangelisation’.

In Mitchelstown recently, at 
the Hail Holy Queen Confer-

ence, there was no doubt among 
attendees that in Ireland both 
God and a new evangelization is 
needed.

Among the guest speakers - 
along with Bishop Cullinan - were 
Fr. Colm Mannion OP, James 
Mahon, Méabh Carlin, and Fr. 
Marius O’Reilly. 

James Mahon spoke about 
the Rosary, describing how the 
message of Fatima had strongly 
confirmed the devotion as a God 
given remedy for our times. He 
stated that one the visionaries at 

Fatima, Sr. Lucia, had confirmed 
that Our Lady had stressed that 
the Rosary prayer had an extra 
power in these times for the lives 
of peoples, families and nations. 

Mr. Mahon focused on the 
power of the Rosary in the his-
tory of nations, giving interesting 
examples including Lepanto and 
a bloodless revolution in the  
Philippines.

Over two hundred people 
attended the conference, 
which organisers hope to be an  
annual event.

LIAM O’CONNOR

What will Christianity look 
like, in Ireland, in twenty 
years?” asks Mary Crow-

ley, the secretary of the group 
Ignite that is organising an evange-
lisation conference this May.

“This gathering is an exciting 
opportunity for those concerned 
about the future of Catholicism in 
Ireland to come together and dis-
cuss possible ways forward. We 
need to have courage by becoming 
Christ’s disciples in 21st Century 
Ireland, and so Be a Light in the 
Darkness”, remarks the young 
Cork teacher.

Some of the speakers already 
confirmed are Fr. Mike Schmitz, a 
priest for the Diocese of Duluth in 
the US, and Ralph Martin. 

Fr. Mike is quickly becoming a 

Catholic household name in Ireland 
through his homilies and videos 
(available online) and his many 
insightful and inspiring articles. 

Ralph Martin is the president of 
Renewal Ministries and the host of 
the weekly Catholic television pro-
gramme The Choices We Face. Pope 
Benedict XVI appointed Ralph as a 
consultor to the Pontifical Council 
for the New Evangelization, and he 
continues to serve in this capacity. 

Ralph was also appointed as a 
theological expert for the US Synod 
on the New Evangelization. He 
is the author of the widely read 
publication The Fulfillment of All 
Desire, and many other books on 
spirituality and evangelization.

The conference takes place in 
Cork on May 30th and 31st - Pen-
tecost weekend. See page seven for 
further details.

CILLIAN KELLY

Christian culture put an end 
in the classical world to 
euthanasia and infanticide. 

This was the claim of Dr. Calum 
Miller, who teaches ethics and 
philosophy of religion at Oxford 
University, and who spoke at a 
recent conference in Kilkenny 
organised by Doctors for Life.

The conference’s theme was 
entitled The Case Against Eutha-
nasia. The guest speakers included 
Dr. Mary Neal, Medical Ethicist; 
Lorcán Price, Barrister; David 
O’Donnell and JP Yun, Medical 
Students; Margaret McGovern, 
RGN (Registered General 
Nurse); Brid Shine, RGN; Berna-
dette Flood, Pharmacist; Peadar 
Toibin, TD; Prof. Patrick Pulcino, 
Neurologist and Priest; Dr. Mar-

garet Sheridan, Neonatologist; Dr. 
Sinead Donnelly, Palliative Care 
as well as Dr. Calum Miller.

Dr. Millar suggests that eutha-
nasia makes economic sense to 
a technocratic utilitarian soci-
ety. Quoting French economic 
and social theorist Jacques Attali: 
“As soon as he lives on to 60 – 65 
years of age, man lives beyond his 
capability to produce and he costs 
society a lot of money ... euthanasia 
will be one of the essential instru-
ments of our future societies.”

Christianity is the antidote to 
this philosophy because for Chris-
tians “human life is intrinsically 
valuable and therefore equal,” 
remarked the Oxford lecturer, 
who pointed to a quote from Eng-
lish historian and author Tom 
Holland, who said that “‘if you 
wonder why there is any question 
of taking in refugees rather than 

enslaving them and selling them 
off, ultimately it is down to the 
fact that western Europe became 
Christian. The notion that there is 
a moral value to the poor and weak 
simply did not exist in ancient civ-
ilizations.”

Dr. Millar told the confer-
ence that the right to life had to 
be earned in Nazi Germany and 
that the mentally disabled were 
targeted, as the Nazi-led state 

claimed economic costs were more 
important. 

“The fragility of our current 
state can be seen by examining 
non-Christian cultures histori-
cally, and by examining the exact 
intellectual undercurrents leading 
to euthanasia support in the past. 
The powerful reasons in favour 
of euthanasia are part of what 
make it so dangerous,” he told the 
packed conference.
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Where there was no need of God

“ Euthanasia - one of the 
essential instruments of 
our future societies”

Be a Light in the Darkness

James Mahon speaking at the Hail Holy Queen Conference.

Mary Crowley, of the group Ignite.

Dr. Calum Miller speaking at the 
Doctors for Life Conference.
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An Irish support group has 
received a Butterfly Award 
for excelling in providing 

support to parents who are told 
their unborn baby may not live for 
long after birth.

The Butterfly Awards is a “red 
carpet annual event which hon-
ours survivors of babyloss and 
celebrates the work of those who 
support them”. It seeks to bring 
awareness of a topic which is all 
too often hidden away. 

Vicky Wall of Every Life Counts 
won the Thank You Award 
given in recognition of the excep-
tional support she provides to 
families where baby is diagnosed 
with life-limiting conditions. She 
said she was honoured and thrilled 
to accept the award, and hoped it 
would help to let parents know 
that support was available to them 
so they could have the gift of time 
when baby’s life was heart-break-
ingly short.  

She said her own experience 
losing her baby daughter Líadán 
made her aware that experiencing 
a diagnosis of a life-limiting con-
dition could be a “terrifying and 
lonely place” and that so much 
needed to change. 

“Often there’s no real support, 
no wrap-around care, no bereave-
ment counselling, but most of all, 
there’s very little understanding 
and parents can feel abandoned 
and broken,” she said. 

“We want to change 
that, we want to bring 
the compassion and 
love and support so that 
parents feel their babies 
are valued and their loss 
is understood. We help 
families pour a lifetime 
of love into the short 
time they have with baby, 
before and after birth.”

Erin O’Hara from Limavaddy 
whose baby girl Freya was diag-
nosed with anencephaly last year, 
nominated Vicky for “playing a 
huge role in our daughter’s story.” 

“In December past, I had my 
beautiful little girl Freya, who sadly 
passed away in my arms just min-
utes after she was born. Her daddy 
and I knew she was going to pass 
away, but that didn’t make it any 

easier for us. We found out at our 
20-week scan that she had anen-
cephaly, and our lives haven’t been 
the same since.

“Freya’s journey was an emo-
tional rollercoaster from start to 
finish, and there were good days, 
and there were bad days, but no 
matter what kind of day it was, 
significant or not, there was one 
woman who was always there 
for me. Vicky Wall. Any time I’ve 
needed someone to talk to, Vicky 
has been at the other end of the 
phone, no matter when, no matter 
why. On the days in which I have 
doubted myself, Vicky restored 
my faith in myself. She reassured 
me, that I could do what I set out 
to do. But most importantly, she 
prepared me to be able to bring 
my daughter into this world in a 
gentle, loving, compassionate way. 
For that, I will never forget her,” 
she wrote.

“Every Life Counts is 
dedicated to providing 
desperate families with 
much needed perinatal 
hospice care and support. 
They’ve not only helped 
us along the way, but 
have actually played 
a huge role in our 
daughter’s story.”

Vicky Wall said the best award 
of all was knowing that her work 
made such a tragic loss a little 
more bearable for families. “When 
my baby died, part of me wanted 
to go into the grave with her,” 
she said. “It’s a desperately lonely 
place to be, and we want to say to 
parents that we understand and we 
are here for them, and we’ll work 
to make things better and to bring 
love and joy while recognising the 
loss and sorrow,” she said. “This 
award is for all the beautiful and 
brave families in Every Life Counts 
who will always love their babies to 
the moon and back.”

NIAMH  
UÍ BHRIAIN

We live in 
s t r a n g e 
t i m e s , 

when unprecedented numbers of 
people are deciding not to have any 
children, and abortion is ending 
the lives of millions of babies before 
birth every year. The full impact of 
this dramatic culture shift is diffi-
cult to predict but one of the few 
certainties is that we should not be 
worrying about population explo-
sion but population collapse. 

In fact, last August 29th, at a 
live-streamed discussion at the 
World Artificial Intelligence Con-
ference in Shanghai, Tesla CEO 
and billionaire Elon Musk warned 
that the “biggest problem” facing 
the world is not population explo-
sion, but “population collapse”. 

“Most people think we 
have too many people on 
the planet, but actually 
this is an outdated view,” 
said Musk. “I think 
the biggest problem 
the world will face in 
20 years is population 
collapse.”

“Collapse: I want to emphasize 
this. The biggest issue in 20 years 
will be population collapse, not 
explosion, collapse,” he added.

Musk touched on something that 
policy makers have been fretting 
about for some time - that fertility 
rates around the world have col-
lapsed, and are not recovering. The 
math here is very simple. We need 
a fertility rate of 2.1 to replace our 
population: so, on average, 2.1 chil-
dren per woman is required just to 
replace the population and that’s 
not happening. 

The fertility rate in Ireland has 
now fallen to 1.8, but across Europe 
most countries are now below that 
level. In Portugal it’s 1.31 babies 
per woman, and similar rates have 
emerged in southern European 
countries - Spain with 1.33 and 
Italy at just 1.35. In Asia, the crisis 
is well established, with Japan and 
many other countries facing a seri-
ous demographic crisis.

Fertility rates are also fall-
ing fast in Africa. While many 
western countries rely on immi-
gration to fill the gap in labour 
and other requirements, that most 
likely won’t continue. As Elon 
Musk commented: immigration  
‘from where?’

We’re just not having enough 
babies. That matters because 
economic growth relies on popu-
lation growth. We need people to 

buy the goods and services we’re 
selling to have an economy, to 
allow us to have jobs and careers, 
to pay for pensions, and to care 
for us when we are older, but we 
won’t have that if we don’t have 
enough children. 

Something else in the mix. 
People are living longer, and 
requiring more healthcare – so 
we’ll have this unsustainable 
future where we have more and 
more retired people and fewer and 
fewer people of working age to sus-
tain pensions and everything else. 
This is called the demographic 
time-bomb, because it’s happening 

right across the world and every-
one is ignoring it but it’s a huge 
ticking problem that’s going to go 
off very soon.

This has mostly been ignored by 
the media or examined with the 
typical short sightedness of the 
liberal left which can only con-
sider solutions which fit its own 
worldview. 

RTÉ recently re-aired 
a documentary called 
Fertility Shock which 
examined our shockingly 
low fertility rates and 
talked up daft solutions 
like egg freezing, an 
expensive and unreliable 
process which clearly 
doesn’t address the 
underlying problem. 

The programme featured 
one mother who was obviously 
distressed at leaving her small chil-
dren in a crèche all day. She echoed 
the stress and the upset that many 
young women feel in that situa-
tion: there was no family dynamic, 
she was away from her young chil-
dren 50 hours a week, that she 
wanted to do what her own mother 
had done - stay at home and rear 
her own children while they were 
small. 

Instead of examining this 
important insight, RTÉ jumped 
straight to the cost of childcare, 
as if that was the only thing that 
mattered, when clearly it is not 

the only issue. Of course, Ireland 
has long had a deliberate policy 
which makes it much harder for 
families to have children. Tax 
individualisation was introduced 
at the behest of the EU 15 years 
ago, which meant that families are 
taxed more if Mam or Dad stay at 
home to raise children. Of course, 
along with the ridiculous cost of 
houses and a decline in marriage, 
it’s become harder to have babies 
– and now our birth rate is on  
the floor. 

One of the most alarming 
things about the global fertility 
collapse is that other countries 
are finding it almost impossible 
to reverse with traditional incen-
tives such as childcare supports 
or allowances.

One country bucking the trend 
is Hungary. They found, to their 
surprise, that giving benefits to 
people for having children didn’t 
really increase the birth rate, but 
when they incentivised marriage 
along with having children that 
changed. So women didn’t want 
to have a baby on their own, but 
when marriage rates went up, the 
number of babies went up. That 
makes sense. 

What we need to do to help 
people have children is to incen-
tivise marriage and encourage 
positivity towards children and 
families – but in Ireland we’ve 
just legalised abortion and we’re 
about to make divorce even 
easier. Typical Irish, late to the 
party, and last to learn from 
everyone else’s mistakes. 
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is an exciting new media platform 
for Life, Faith, Family & Freedom

Be part of it!
Call 01 8730465 to donate  
Challenge the consensus

See www.gript.ie

Butterfly Award for life-
affirming support group 

Erin and Vicky at the  
Butterfly Awards.
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PLEASE
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If 8,000 people contribute just €20 each we can continue for another year.
Special thanks to all of you who donated to ALIVE! during 2019.

JACK WALSH

“Everybody is welcome to join Aontú 
as long as they are pro-life,” says 
their party candidate for the Cork 

North West Constituency Becky Kealy. Aontú 
is a new party, born after the referendum on 
abortion in 2018, and claims to stand for 
Life, Unity, and Economic Justice.

Becky, a well-known prolife advocate, is 
already on the campaign trail and believes 
that “for Cork North-West to be developed 
in a sustainable manner, the farming com-
munity and businesses must be supported 
in a similar way that large enterprise and 
foreign direct investors already benefit in 
this country.”

Aontú have been to the fore of the recent 
campaign for a fair price for the beef that 
farmers produce. Their leader Peadar Tóibín, 
T.D. has introduced into the Dáil a bill that 
would ban the below cost selling of beef. 

Becky is engaging intensively with the 
grassroots in her locality and is very keen to 
bring their concerns to government so that 
real change and beneficial reforms can be 

brought about.
She is encouraging people to bring those 

concerns to one of her upcoming public 
meetings to be held in the Cork North-West 
Constituency in January & February 2020.

January 24th – Macroom– Castle Hotel, 
7 - 9pm.

Questions 
and Answers 
with Fr. Mike

Q: I’ve been trying to help a family 
member come back to the Church. They 
seemed so “on fire” when they were 
younger, but have since lost their faith.

A: Thank you for bringing this up. You are 
not alone; it has been said that Catholics make 
up the largest Christian body in America, 
while fallen-away Catholics would consti-
tute the second-largest group, if they were a 
denomination. This means quite a few of the 
people surrounding you at Mass are in the 
same boat. In addition, when you really love 
someone, you are never content to “live and 
let live” when it comes to issues of, oh, I don’t 
know, where they might spend their eternity.

There have been a number of surveys 
regarding why Catholics leave. Some of the 
usual suspects are listed: disagreement with 
the content of the Church’s teachings, being 
in irregular marriages, a lack of being engaged 
by the way the Gospel is presented and being 
treated poorly by the Church’s representatives 
(which could range from the terrible abuse by 
a limited number of priests all the way to feel-
ing slighted by the parish staff).

Interestingly, some people say that they 
stay away from the Church simply because 
no one has asked them to come back.

Not the time to judge
There are many reasons why someone 

might have left the Church. Therefore, prac-
tically speaking, I think that it is important 
to begin the discussion by not talking. Listen.

Why has this person left the Church? Have 
they simply “drifted” away due to a lack of 
motivation or engagement? Or do they have 
serious questions that deserve a mature and 

thoughtful response?
It is almost always better to seek to under-

stand before we even make an attempt to 
be understood.

It is important for them to know that they 
can speak freely and honestly without fear of 
you losing your temper. (This is something I 
need to remember; this priest can have a ten-
dency to get a bit prickly in a dispute.)

In addition, there is an ever-growing fear 
of “being judged.” Because of this, any lan-
guage or attitude that indicates you have 
made a judgment about the choices of your 
family member can have a disastrous effect. 
We take our cue from Jesus, who clearly 
knew the right and wrong way to live, and yet 
knew when to be gentle with that truth and 
when to be hard with it.

If your family member is able to point to 
a reason, I have found that trying to under-
stand the reason from their perspective is the 
kindest and most helpful way to proceed.

Sure, these reasons might be erroneous, 
but there is almost always at least a hint of 
truth to an objection. If you can demonstrate 
that you acknowledge and agree with every 
part of their objection that is true, then the 
person you love will know that you are not 
there to beat them up.

Remember, this isn’t about being right or 
winning, it is about sharing the love of Jesus 
with someone for whom Jesus died.

If they aren’t able to point to a reason 
(maybe they just don’t really see any need for 
Jesus or the Church), this is a good chance to 
exercise your evangelization muscles.

Invite, but prepare first
Have you ever shared the gospel with 

someone? I mean, have you ever told some-
one about the difference Jesus has made in 
this world and in your life?

Remember, one of the reasons people 
leave the church is because the gospel hasn’t 
been presented to them in a way that was 
compelling and reached them where they 

were living. Maybe you are the person who is 
in a position to invite them into a friendship 
with Jesus. If you have never presented the 
Gospel of Jesus to anyone before, then you 
have some homework to do.

Here is my invitation: Take some time in 
the next couple of days and really pray for the 
person you love who has left the Church.

How would you tell them about Jesus and 
God’s love for them?

How would you invite them into a personal 
relationship with Jesus?

What are the areas of their life where the 
Gospel could find a foot-
hold?

God’s grace is what 
changes hearts.

Don’t worry about 
knowing it all or having a 
super academic presenta-
tion of the Good News. 
I recently spoke with 
some Catholic missionar-
ies at Harvard. They said 
that everyone assumes 
that those students will 
only respond to the most 
sophisticated arguments 
for Christianity. They indi-
cated that this wasn’t true; 
the students responded 
most quickly and fully to 
a clear presentation of the 
relationship to which God 
was calling them through 
his Son, Jesus.

After this, pray for an 
opportunity. God’s grace is 
what changes hearts. Pre-
pare how you would share 
the Good News of Jesus in 
the context of the Catholic 
Church, and ask God to 
prepare their hearts and 
provide an opening.

Everybody 
welcome to  
the Party

DominicansThe

Vocations Director - Fr Colm Mannion OP
Mobile: 086-0864420 | Email: colm.mannion@dominicans.ie

...the Only SafeTruth
Ground to Stand On!

"If your life is not what it could be,
try telling the Truth."

- Jordan B. Peterson

Fr. Mike Schmitz

Becky out and about in Charleville.
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BRIAN MCGONAGLE  

One Child Nation, a 
documentary by Nanfu 
Wang and Jialing Zhang, 

is a harrowing portrayal of 
Communist China’s effort at 
social engineering through 
limiting families to only one 
child. This was enforced from 
1980 until 2016. 

One Child Nation pulls no 
punches. It explores the reality 
of forced sterilisations and abor-
tions carried out en masse. It 
deals with the tragic emotional 
wounds caused by the abandon-
ment of children by their parents. 
Tough questions are put to the 
government officials and medical 
staff involved in implementing 
the One Child Policy. 

What emerges is a picture of 
an atrocity on an unprecedented 
scale. In one interview, a midwife 
admits to carrying out between 
50,000 and 60,000 sterilisations 
and abortions. This means that 

the numbers of such procedures 
carried out across China was stag-
gering. Another aspect which the 
documentary does well to por-
tray is the indoctrination of some 
involved in the implementation of 
the policy –  they see themselves 
merely as “following orders.” 

The documentary does however 
fall short in drawing conclusions 
as its ends with the remark that 
the US is in some ways like China 
for taking away women’s control 
of their bodies through abortion 
restrictions. 

CATHERINE O’TOOLE 

The Irish Law Reform 
Commission is currently 
conducting a review of the 

law relating to sexual offenses in 
this country. In the Commission’s 
annual conference, a member of 
the Commission, stated that “one 
might question” if incestuous 
relations should be criminal. Such 
behaviour, even if consensual, is 
currently classified as a sexual 
offense under Irish law. 

“The net effect of this specific 
proposal is to make incest more 
morally acceptable” claims John 
McGuirk, editor and journalist at 

the online news service Gript. He 
notes that while one may think 
that the main reason for the pro-
hibition of incest is the risk of 
birth defects associated with such 
pregnancies, this is not the entire 
picture. “When you take away the 
legal statement on incest, you 
take away a good chunk of the 
argument against it”. 

McGuirk also notes that accord-
ing to psychological studies, such 
as that published in 2012 at the 
University of Miami, most people 
find incest repulsive. This indi-
cates that changing the current 
law would not be favoured by the 
majority in the state.

New documentary 
exposes the horrors of 
China’s One Child Policy

Law Reform Commission 
considers legalising incest

Hu Yaobang, leader of communist 
China when the One Child Policy 
was introduced.
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CATHERINE O’TOOLE 

In a vote on November 14, 
members of the EU Parliament 
have voted 471 to 128 (57 

abstained) to criticise a Polish Bill 
which seeks to protect children 
from sexual abuse by adults. The 
law, if enacted, would make it an 
offense to promote sexual activity 
by minors under 15 years of age. 
The Bill was introduced into the 

Polish Parliament as a result of a 
citizen initiative. 

Both the EU and concerned Poles 
know what is at stake. The “Stop 
Paedophilia” Law would make it 
very difficult, if not impossible, 
for radical sexual education to be 
introduced into Polish schools. 
Such education, which has seen an 
incredible impetus in recent years, 
is championed by the World Health 
Organisation (WHO) and the 
German Federal Centre for Health 

Education (BzgA). It envisages, 
among other things, children being 
introduced, at a very young age, to 
sexual information. 

Krystian Kratiuk, a Polish jour-
nalist for the magazine Polonia 
Chrystiania, believes that the EU 
has no right to meddle in such 
internal affairs, especially when it is 
going against the will of the citizens. 

The fate of the Bill will be 
decided in the near future in the 
Polish Parliament.

BRIAN MCGONAGLE  

Westbrook, Texas has 
recently passed local 
laws which make it a 

Sanctuary City – a place where 
abortion is banned at all times 
and at all stages of pregnancy. The 
abortion giant Planned Parenthood 
has been declared as a criminal 
organisation. It is now the seventh 
such Sanctuary in Texas alone.

This effort to form a Sanctuary 
has been spearheaded by Mark Lee 
Dickson, director of Right to Life of 

East Texas. Such places represent 
an important front in the battle 
over abortion which currently 
rages in the US. Organisations 
such as Planned Parenthood are 
pitted against committed pro-lifers 
who have found an important ally 
in the increasingly Pro-life Trump 
administration.

But what about Roe v Wade, the 
influential US Supreme Court case 
which legalised abortion across the 
entire nation? Dickson states that 
the Sanctuary laws are open to a 
potential legal challenge (while a 
fine of $2,000 is the penalty levied 

on “family planning” personnel per 
abortion, it can only be enforced if 
Roe v Wade is overturned).  How-
ever, Dickson claims that under 
current laws, abortion providers 
could be pursued under private 
lawsuits and this will serve to dis-
courage abortion procedures.

Sanctuary Cities have been pop-
ping up across the US since March. 
They are seen as something con-
crete that can be done against 
abortion by the local people, as 
State-level laws are subject to 
drawn out litigation. 

www.joewalshtours.ie  |  info@joewalshtours.ie  |  01 241 0800
Licenced by the Commission for Aviation Regulation, TO 052 and TA 0689 in compliance with the Package Travel 

and Linked Travel Arrangement Package Regulation 2018.

• Direct return flights from Dublin to Lisbon 
• Guided tour of Sanctuary Square, Fatima 

and Aljustrel region
• Full religious programme
• Daily breakfast, lunch and evening meal 

served at hotel
• Luxury air-conditioned transfers throughout

PILGRIMAGES TO FATIMA
MAY TO OCTOBER  |  4, 5 & 7 NIGHTS 

JOE WALSH TOURS

For more information: www.joewalshtours.ie  |  01 241 0800

EU interferes in Polish 
“Stop Paedophilia” Law

Yet another Sanctuary City for 
the Unborn declared in US

Polish journalist, 
Krystian Kratiuk.

Mark Lee Dickson of Right to Life, East Texas.
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BE A LIGHT IN THE DARKNESS

Evangelisation Conference
Cork, May 2020. Penecost weekend.

Tickets on sale from Feb 2nd, 
Feast of the Presentation.

Fr. Mike Schmitz is quickly becoming a Catholic household name in Ireland through 
his homilies, videos and his many insightful and inspiring articles. Fr. Mike is a priest 
for the Diocese of Duluth in the US where he currently runs the Newman Center at the 
University of Minnesota-Duluth. He is also the Director of Youth and Young Adult Ministry 
for the diocese.

Ralph Martin is the president of Renewal Ministries and the host of the weekly Catholic 
television program The Choices We Face. Pope Benedict XVI appointed Ralph as a 
consultor to the Pontifical Council for the New Evangelization, and he continues to serve 
in this capacity. Ralph was also appointed as a theological expert for the US Synod on 
the New Evangelization. He is the author of the widely read publication The Fulfillment of 
All Desire, and many other books on spirituality and evangelization.  

SPEAKERS CONFIRMED SO FAR

www.dominicanscork.ie

DAVID REYNOLDS

It is surmised by some – David 
Goodhart and Roger Scruton – 
that the Brexit vote in the UK was 

not a right versus left, nor a pro-
gressive versus conservative, nor 
an enlightened versus obnoxious 
vote, but a vote of the ‘somewheres’ 
versus the ‘anywheres’.

The anywheres are the lib-
eral Europhile establishment, 
comfortable about immigration and 
globalisation, who see the world 
from anywhere. They are the ones 
who dominate culture and society, 
doing well at school and moving to a 
residential university, and then into 
a professional career, in very large 
urban areas. “Such people have port-
able ‘achieved’ identities,” Goodhart 
says, “based on educational and 
career success which makes them ... 
comfortable and confident with new 
places and people.” They tend to 
be less rooted in community, their 
community is not a physical one 
based on location, but based on net-
works and connections. They move 
in social circles, and often meet only 
like-minded people who share the 
same interests and engagement is of 
convenience. 

But mostly, their common factor, 
is that they could be living ‘any-
where’, and living the same lives 
that they do wherever they are. 
They tend not to know their neigh-

bours very well. They have not 
yet bedded down roots. And often 
they have not yet had children, 
or entered into serious long-term 
commitments – whether with 
people, place or career. 

The changing Ireland has seen a 
rapid increase in the ‘anywheres’. 
Policy and discourse is driven to 
favour these as they tend to occupy 
the most influential positions. 

On the other side are those, who 
are often far from the city, who are 
anything but comfortable, who feel 
left out and left behind. The ‘some-
wheres’ are those more rooted in 
geographical identity – the rural 
dweller, the farmer, the housewife, 
parents with attachments to schools 
– and they find the rapid changes of 
the modern world unsettling. 

They are likely to be older and 
possibly less well educated. They 
are less upwardly mobile, so to 
speak, but have often reached life 
points where they need to settle, 
have roots and are dependent on 
community – physical community 
rather than a social network – for 
stability and predictability. 

“They have lost economically 
with the decline of well-paid jobs 
for people without qualifications 
and culturally, too, with the disap-
pearance of a distinct working-class 
culture and the marginalisation of 
their views in the public conversa-
tion,” Goodhart writes. 

In the UK, the Brexit vote, helped 

clarify this division, and it was also 
the biggest defeat for the broadly 
liberal, outward-looking who have 
dominated politics since the 1960s. 
The backlash against those who 
should have known better was 
fairly harsh, with the assumed lack 
of education, being too old, used as 
a stick to beat them with. 

In Ireland, there has been no 
such vote to identify the tribal 
divides. And it is unlikely that such 
a vote would pass in any case, and 
thus trying to understand such a 
vote would never be needed. 

We are starting to see the divide 
between the ‘somewheres’ and the 
‘anywheres’ but the liberal elites 
are so certain of themselves, have 
had so much success in transform-
ing Ireland, thinking they are on the 
right side of history, that any disa-
greement is greeted with derision, 
and often character assassination. 

They leave little room for nuance 

and have access to the levers of 
politics, media and high society 
to control the narrative. Hence, 
controversial, and possibly ill-artic-
ulated comments by Noel Grealish 
and Verona Murphy are amplified 
and exaggerated, characterised as 
something they are not. 

Archbishop Diarmuid Martin 
inadvertently provided the ‘any-
wheres’ with fuel when he stated 
in a recent homily: “I think of the 
emergence of a new language of 
racism, at times understated in its 
expression but just as nasty in its 
effects on men and women who 
need our help, our care and our 
respect. I am horrified to find traces 
of such racism among believers.”

While it would be unfortunate if 
the Archbishop had been witness 
to traces of racism among his flock, 
the hope would be that he would 
correct them there and then. 

The danger exists that well-mean-
ing people such as the Archbishop 
are seduced by what author Doug-
las Murray has described as ‘the 
great hate crime hoax’ in reference 
to the UK. 

Although the Archbishop’s words 
were just a byline among a wider 
sermon on injustice, it is telling 
that it was these few that made the 
headlines in all major ‘anywheres’ 
news outlets. 

In Ireland, it is the same. The 
majority of the ‘anywheres’ would 
claim Ireland is a much more open 
and tolerant place than it was 30 or 
40 years ago. Many ‘somewheres’ 
would agree with that – but would 

also be increasingly aware that it is 
the ‘somewheres’ who are the least 
tolerated, particularly by those with 
influence – invariably ‘anywheres’.

In one of the most tolerant coun-
tries in the world, at a time when it is 
more tolerant than before (thus one 
of the most tolerant places in history, 
ever) there is apparently a racist and 
hate-speech/crime epidemic? This 
mischaracterisation is directed pri-
marily at the ‘somewheres’ who do 
not share, nor decide, the language 
of acceptability. 

Nor do they live anywhere. It 
is they that live somewhere. And 
concern about changes, of demo-
graphics in their physical reality, 
should not be sneered at as ‘racism’ 
or xenophobia, by the ‘anywheres’ 
whose daily lives rarely require cer-
tainty, reliability, predictability and 
a shared neighbourly social contract 
with a real, physical neighbour.  

Referring to Leo Varadkar’s sup-
port of Verona Murphy, Brendan 
O’Connor in the Sunday Independ-
ent asks ‘Did Fine Gael just help 
to normalise xenophobia?’ A daft 
question. Maybe, surprisingly, they 
Fine Gael helped to say its ok not 
speak the honey-tongued language 
of today that is constantly chang-
ing; that is ok to have concerns, 
even if they are not articulated with 
polished advice of a PR firm; that 
there is place for conversation. 

All that said, they still go ahead 
without consulting with communi-
ties on their refugee/asylum policy 
and wonder why there are com-
plaints rather than compliants.

The Anywheres and the Somewheres

The Rev. Diarmuid Martin, 
Archbishop of Dublin.
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Restlessness

I ’ll start off by using a quote by 
Saint Augustine ‘Because God 
has made us for Himself, our 

hearts are restless until they rest 
in Him’. I was thinking recently 
about how we are all so restless 
and how we run to temptations to 
find comfort and happiness. 

Imagine yourself in a room, 
with Jesus standing beside you. 
You feel at peace being with Jesus 
but suddenly you see all these 
doors appear around the room. 
Suddenly, you are tempted to 
open these doors so you run to 
one of them and as you try to open 
it the handle won’t turn. So, you 
run to the next door and the next 
door and none of them will seem 
to open.  

The doors are like the temp-
tations that surround us. They 
appear to be something they are 
not but we still run to them in 
hope of finding some comfort, but 
all we feel when we get there is 
frustration. We are longing to find 
an open door somewhere. Our 
hearts become restless because 
we are not fulfilled by one thing so 
we run to the next. 

The doors are almost an illusion 
for us which is similar to tempta-
tion. Temptations will appear to 
be something they are not, and 
that is why we fall for them. How-
ever, who has been standing in 
the room with us the whole time? 
Jesus. He has been waiting for 
us to run back to Him. He never 
leaves us and He is where we will 

find true comfort and peace. 
Jesus longs to know our hearts 

and so often He watches us run 
around in circles trying to find 
that door that will open. If we are 
always searching for happiness 
we can fail to see the purpose that 
Jesus has for us in our lives and 
that He doesn’t want us running 
around in circles to find joy. He 
just wants us to run to Him. 

A lot of the time we might hear 
people say that they did such a 

thing and it was so much fun, or 
that it’s fine to do this and fine to 
do that, or that everybody is doing 
it. Temptations lure us in this way. 

Temptations are like candy-
floss. Candyfloss looks appealing 
and when we taste it, it’s really 
sweet. However, after about three 
seconds it melts in your mouth. 
Then we want more and more yet 
it never fully satisfies us. 

I think of Jesus as being like 
water. Water might not seem as 
appealing as candyfloss however 
when we drink it, it hydrates us. 
Jesus wants to be like the water. 
He wants to fill us with good things 
and hydrate us. As the Deep River 
Rock water tells us: when you can’t 
think straight, hydrate. 

I would really recommend 
adoration if you find you are strug-
gling with being at peace with 
Jesus and if you are feeling very 

restless. Adoration just allows us 
to be in silence with Jesus and 
it gives Him room to enter our 
hearts and speak to us. Before you 
go to adoration ask Jesus to give 
you an open heart and, trust me, 
you will find a lot of peace. 

‘Watch and pray so that you will 
not fall into temptation. The spirit 
is willing, but the flesh is weak’ 
(Matthew 26:41)

What am I here for? What 
is my purpose? Where is 
God calling me? These 

are all key questions regarding 
our faith. What I’ve learnt is that 
we all need to ask questions. How 
are we going to get answers if we 
don’t?

Personally, I could not have 
grown in my faith if I didn’t have 
a willingness to learn about my 

faith. We ask questions a lot when 
we pray, maybe without even real-
ising. We might ask Jesus why a 
certain thing didn’t work out or 
to sort something out for us, but 
it is also just as important to ask 
Jesus what we can do for Him or 
how we can be more like Him. By 
doing this we will grow. 

I have told many people before 
that I am a Catholic and I’ve 

gotten a lot of questions about my 
faith. In order to be able to answer 
the questions I had to look for 
answers myself first. In order for 
us to be able to discern the path 
God wants us on, we also have to 
ask questions. 

If you find yourself with a lot 
of questions about the Faith, a 
great place to start is with a priest 
or nun that you might know. The 
Bible also helps us understand 
our faith and helps us grow in love 
for Jesus and His church. So keep 
asking questions! 

As Christmas is over and 
the New Year has begun 
I think we have all made 

some resolutions for the year. 
One thing I would highly recom-
mend to get into a habit of for the 
New Year is going to Confession. I 
was at a Youth 2000 retreat back 
in November and I went to Con-
fession and I received so much 
peace. The same day, I saw how 
much going to confession had 

helped a friend of mine. 
I realised that the church has 

given us many sacraments, and 
one of the most powerful is Con-
fession. A lot of times we will 
fall into sin and afterwards we 
feel bad for what we have done 
but Jesus wants to show us His 
infinite mercy. 

I’ve started to think of the priest 
in Confession as Jesus and I 
imagine that I’m talking to Jesus. 
It can make confession a lot easier 
especially if you are nervous. 
Bringing in a detailed list of the 
Ten Commandments into Con-

fession with you can help. Many 
people who are only coming to 
know Jesus experience miracles 
in Confession because so often it’s 
our sins that are holding us back 
from Jesus’ love. 

So, for the New Year make 
yourself a resolution to go to Con-
fession because we need to keep 
growing in love for Jesus and 
growing in our faith. ‘If we con-
fess our sins, He is faithful and 
just and will forgive us our sins 
and purify us from all unright-
eousness’ (John 1:9)

Learning to ask questions

Confession

AOIFE DE CLÁR

It’s that time of year 
again. It’s January 
2020 and time to 

put our new year’s 
resolutions into 
action. We’re all full 
of good intentions 
to turn our lives around and start 
afresh. We have new dietary plans, 
are going to get super-fit, and look 
and feel fantastic. 

Then February comes and it’s all 
forgotten about and we’ve returned 
to our old habits of lazing on the 
couch, stuffing our faces with choc-
olate biscuits and spilling buckets 
of coffee down our throats.

So this year I’ve decided to set 
myself an alternative challenge. A 
very easy, doable challenge. 

I am setting my alarm a little ear-
lier and I’m actually going to obey 
its command for a change. I’ll wake 
all the children and we are all going 
to get washed and dressed before we 
head down the stairs. We’re going 
to pray our morning offering before 
Grace and breakfast. That should 
give us a good start to the day. 

This new year we’re going to form 
some good wholesome habits. We’ll 
time ourselves to do our chores and 
have the house looking habitual 
before we get set for our busy day.

Parent life can be hectic. We’re 
running from A to B and trying 
to keep on top of our mothering 
duties. Often our spiritual wellbe-
ing is neglected. If we want to make 
progress with God, spiritual read-
ing should be high on our list. 

This year, I’m going to make a 
special effort to read books with a 
Catholic message to our children 
every afternoon. The lives of the 
saints would be a great start. Our 
children were gifted beautifully 
illustrated books on these fantas-
tic, heroic, wholesome people that 
will be a great inspiration to our 
sons and daughters. I’m hoping and 
praying that our children will mirror 
their holiness and humility which in 
turn will bring them closer to God. 

The brilliant St. Athanasius once 
said: “You will not see anyone 

thriving after his advancement who 
is not given a spiritual reading and 
as to him who neglects it, the fact 
will soon be observed in his lack of 
progress.” 

I think us, as parents, could learn 
from this too. We need to read 
more, listen more and heed more. 
We have so much to learn. Some-
times busyness takes over and 
there’s no time. 

We can look to classics written 
by Catholic saints known for their 
wisdom and practicality such as St. 
Teresa of Avilla. I’ve only discov-
ered podcasts recently. There’s a 
whole world of wholesome listen-
ing there waiting for us. Maybe we 
could use our time on our phone 
a bit better. Simply type ‘Catholic’ 
in your phone app-store search. 
You’ll be surprised how many 
apps are available to you that will 
assist you become a better, more 
informed, Catholic.

There’s so much we could aim to 
do this January. Attend daily Mass. 
Get confession more regularly. Get 
involved in your parish. Join other 
lay men and women in the Legion 
of Mary which will surely bring you 
closer to our Blessed Mother. Pray 
your family Rosary with all your 
children. Kneel. Put some time 
aside every week where you can sit 
with our Lord in Adoration. 

Bring your children too. Lower 
your voice. Stop shouting. Stop 
listening to the usual drivel on the 
radio. It will only distract you and 
drive a wedge between you and 
your Maker. Download the Radio 
Maria app or tune in to Spirit Radio 
where you will be uplifted. The list 
goes on and on and on, and if we 
manage to keep even some of these 
our priority, February will be a 
great month for our family.

I have every intention to tidy my 
house, lose a tonne of weight, and 
get super-fit. For this I need disci-
pline. Something I’m lacking right 
now. But I am determined to be 
the best Catholic mammy I can be 
to our 7 children, and to do this I 
need to knuckle down and get my 
own spiritual life back in shape. 
Hopefully my motherly and curvy 
figure will follow suit! 

F A M I LY  L I F E

Getting spiritually fit

Is your marriage stressed, unloving or cold?
Have you stopped sharing how you feel with your spouse?

Retrouvaille is a programme to help at all stages of married life;
Improve communication & learn tools and skills for a happy marriage;

Learn to blend differences into a mutually satisfying relationship;
Recover your marriage from separation or divorce.

Next programme starts 7 – 9 February 2020

Learn from presenting married couples and their personal testimonies;

No personal disclosure is required on the programme!

www.retrouvaille.ie   
E info@retrouvaille.ie | 086 413 5440 | 01 495 3536 | 01 450 0922
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How did the modern, 
secularist world come 
to think as it does about 

fundamental issues, to hold its 
key values, to make the moral 
judgments it makes?

Tom Holland tackles this ques-
tion in his new book, Dominion. He 
argues that the great revolutionary 
force which still shapes modernity 
is the Catholic vision of human dig-
nity, or distortions of that vision.

A good read, the book puts the 
record straight on many issues, 
including the alleged faith-sci-
ence clash, and the slander against 
Pope Pius XII. Yet its conclusion is 
utterly wrong.

The UK historian shows how 
modern man, in his outlook and 
values, owes far more to Christi-
anity than he could imagine. That 

is true of Christians but also of 
secularists, atheists and even of 
Muslims and Hindus.

Studying ancient Persia, Greece 
and Rome, led Holland, an unbe-
liever, to realise that so much of 
what people today still take for 
granted as “natural” or “humanis-
tic” is far from that - it is profoundly 
Christian.

That extends from our com-
passion for the poor and weak to 
our appreciation of human rights, 
women’s dignity, science, and the 
separation of church and state.

Edward Gibbon’s famous 
anti-Christian yarn about the 
decline and fall of the Roman 
Empire and his bigoted spin that 
Christianity led to an “age of super-
stition and credulity” no longer 
holds up. In fact, it is now clear that 

Gibbon got matters upside down.
Again, in 2002 the World 

Humanist Congress affirmed “the 
worth, dignity and autonomy of the 
individual and the right of every 
human being to the greatest pos-
sible freedom compatible with the 
rights of others.”

CHEMICAL SCUM
But this bald assertion cannot 

stand without a vision of human 
beings as God’s children. 

Human beings are called to 
eternal life or they face what Clive 
James called “imminent personal 
extinction”. They are merely “a 
chemical scum on a moderate-sized 
planet”, as atheist Stephen Hawk-
ing so charmingly put it.

And whichever of these positions 
we adopt will profoundly shape 

how we view our own lives and 
treat other people. Nietzsche and 
his Nazi followers saw this far more 
clearly than today’s self-deceiving 
liberals.

Holland thinks, however, that 
our Christian standards are 
unlikely to change quickly “even if 
churches across the West continue 
to empty.” This is naive. 

A big, solid building may stand 
for a short while after its founda-
tions have been largely washed 
away. Seeing this, people may 
think that the foundations were not 
needed to begin with, even as large 
cracks open up in the walls. 

Likewise, with Christian civi-
lisation - it needs a foundation in 
Christ. But liberals can’t see this. 
They also fail to grasp how rapidly 
standards are changing and how 
far the change has already gone. 

In Ireland, for example, neo-bar-
barism is taking over, promoted by 
politicians, academics, the media, 

and voted for by the people. 
The Church, then, needs to be far 

more vigorous in showing how the 
collapse of the Catholic faith is a 
grave issue not just for the Church 
but for the whole society.

A recent survey by the Pew Research 
Center found that in most countries (58 
out of 106) adults aged 18-39 were just 

as “religious” as people aged 40 and older.
But in 46 countries, especially in Europe, 

north America and Australia, younger people 
were less religious than their elders.

How do we account for the weaker religious 
commitment of these younger people? Two 
of the principal forces undermining faith are 
education and economic development.

They would have us believe that educa-
tion makes young people sceptical about 
religion. They argue that it also leads to eco-
nomic growth, reducing “collective worries 
about day-to-day survival”. Thus, we turn to 
God less.

As a result, “each generation in a steadily 
developing society would be less religious 
than the last.”

One major problem with this kind of 
research is that it uses the category “reli-
gion” to lump together everything from 
Aztec human sacrifice to atheistic Bud-
dhism, from devotion to Christ the Saviour 
to irrational secularism.

Secondly, there are as many forms of “edu-
cation” as there are societies. But today’s 
narrow-minded researchers generally reduce 
“education” to what liberals believe it to be.

That said, modern 3rd level education, it 
seems, does tend to reduce or even completely 
destroy the Catholic faith of many students. 

But we should not be surprised. Because 
our college education is designed to rot 
minds, to make young people stupid and 
hopeless (see below). And many students 
who fall victim to this intellectual assault 
never recover from it.

MESSED UP
A messed up society will, inevitably, pro-

duce a messed up vision of education which 

will produce messed up young adults. And 
that is exactly what is happening in many 
countries today, including Ireland.

Like the wider modern society, Irish col-
leges are now in the business of destroying 
young people’s intelligence and their love for 
the truth.

Students are being taught that there is 
no truth outside of material reality, what is 
measured by “scientific standards”. And that 
life has no in-built meaning.

They are told that when it comes to art, 
music, morality and God they cannot know 
what is true, beautiful and good. All they can 

have are opinions, with each person “enti-
tled” to his or her own opinion. 

The Catholic Church stands almost alone 
today in insisting that we can know the truth, 
and must seek it; that the human mind was 
made for truth. No wonder liberals hate her.

When college students turn away from the 
Catholic faith, then, it is not a judgment on 
Catholicism but on their messed-up “edu-
cated” minds.

Our confused society is now gradually intro-
ducing this corrupting vision of education 
into 1st and 2nd level schools. And the media 
ensure we never get to discuss the real issues. 

Rob Flello was chosen by the Liberal 
Democrats as one of its candidates 
in the recent UK election, but was 

deselected 36 hours later.
The party said it had become clear “how 

greatly his values diverge from ours”.
His removal seems to have due to his rec-

ognition that marriage is between a man and 
a woman and that killing unborn babies is a 
grave injustice.

Flello, a Labour MP until 2017, was a 
rising star in that party. Then he converted to 
Catholicism, voiced his pro-life and pro-mar-
riage views and was sent to the back benches.

He wrote in the Catholic Herald: “The Lib 
Dems claim it’s not my views that are the 
problem but the fact that I voted on those 
views and publicised them.”

In other words, he could hold to what 
reason and his faith told him was true so 
long as he was prepared to vote for what he 
believed was evil.

He added: “The simple fact is that you 
can’t be a practising Catholic and a Lib 

Dem candidate... 
“Someone expressed opposition to my 

views and, rather than show the leadership 
they ask of their candidates, the Lib Dems 
got worried and pulled the plug.”

Despite Ireland still being a largely Catho-
lic country, of sorts, Irish politics, backed by 
the media, is heading the same totalitarian 
way as the UK: Catholics need not apply.

But we must resist this evil while we still 
can. If the political parties will not give us 
candidates who are committed to uphold-
ing justice, we should not vote for them. We 
must never vote for evil-doers.

If we do give them our vote, we become 
complicit in their evil-doing.

UK historian falls into naïve error

Today’s college 
education rots 
students’ minds

We must become  
the resistance

Rob Flello.

NATIONAL DIVINE MERCY 
CONFERENCE 2020
RDS, BALLSBRIDGE, DUBLIN 4

FRIDAY FEBRUARY 21st (evening only)

SATURDAY 22nd 
(9am to 9pm with special 3 o’clock 
reconciliation service)

& SUNDAY 23rd 
(9am to 5pm) We invite any 
priests who are available to hear 
confessions over the weekend

THEME

"Deliver us from evil.”  Amen.
(Matthew 6:13)

SPEAKERS INCLUDE
Fr. Pat Collins, Fr. Peter Glas, 
Fr. Brendan Walsh, Archbishop 
Eamon Martin and Ms Maria Steen.

See www.divinemercyconference.com 
for more details and great free spiritual 
resources or follow us on Facebook.

Thank you for your prayer support for 
this very blessed annual event.



What happens in Baptism? 
What do we hope for from 
Baptism? You have given 

a response on the threshold of this 
Chapel:  We hope for eternal life 
for our children. This is the pur-
pose of Baptism. But how can it be 
obtained? How can Baptism offer 
eternal life? What is eternal life?

In simpler words, we might say:  
we hope for a good life, the true 
life, for these children of ours; and 
also for happiness in a future that 
is still unknown. We are unable to 
guarantee this gift for the entire 
span of the unknown future, so we 
turn to the Lord to obtain this gift 
from him.

We can give two replies to the 
question, “How will this happen?”. 
This is the first one: through Bap-
tism each child is inserted into a 
gathering of friends who never 
abandon him in life or in death 
because these companions are 
God’s family, which in itself bears 
the promise of eternity.

This group of friends, this family 
of God, into which the child is now 
admitted, will always accompany 

him, even on days of suffering and 
in life’s dark nights; it will give him 
consolation, comfort and light.

This companionship, this family, 
will give him words of eternal life, 
words of light in response to the 
great challenges of life, and will 
point out to him the right path to 
take. This group will also offer the 
child consolation and comfort, and 
God’s love when death is at hand, 
in the dark valley of death. It will 
give him friendship; it will give him 
life. And these totally trustworthy 
companions will never disappear.

No one of us knows what will 
happen on our planet, on our Euro-
pean Continent, in the next 50, 60 
or 70 years. But we can be sure of 
one thing:  God’s family will always 
be present and those who belong 
to this family will never be alone. 
They will always be able to fall back 
on the steadfast friendship of the 
One who is life.

And, thus, we have arrived at the 
second answer. This family of God, 
this gathering of friends is eter-
nal, because it is communion with 
the One who conquered death and 

holds in his hand the keys of life. 
Belonging to this circle, to God’s 
family, means being in communion 
with Christ, who is life and gives 
eternal love beyond death.

And if we can say that love and 
truth are sources of life, are life 
itself - and a life without love is not 
life - we can say that this compan-
ionship with the One who is truly 
life, with the One who is the Sac-
rament of life, will respond to your 
expectation, to your hope. 

Yes, Baptism inserts us into com-
munion with Christ and therefore 
gives life, life itself. We have thus 
interpreted the first dialogue we 
had with him here at the entrance 
to the Sistine Chapel.

Now, after the blessing of the 
water, a second dialogue of great 
importance will follow. This is its 
content:  Baptism, as we have seen, 
is a gift; the gift of life. But a gift 
must be accepted, it must be lived.

A gift of friendship implies a 
“yes” to the friend and a “no” to 
all that is incompatible with this 
friendship, to all that is incompat-
ible with the life of God’s family, 
with true life in Christ.

Consequently, in this second 
dialogue, three “noes” and three 
“yeses” are spoken. We say “no” 
and renounce temptation, sin and 
the devil. We know these things 
well but perhaps, precisely because 
we have heard them too often, the 

words may not mean much to us.
If this is the case, we must think 

a little more deeply about the con-
tent of these “noes”. What are we 
saying “no” to? This is the only way 
to understand what we want to say 
“yes” to.

In the ancient Church these 
“noes” were summed up in a 
phrase that was easy to understand 
for the people of that time:  they 
renounced, they said, the “pompa 
diabuli”, that is, the promise of 
life in abundance, of that apparent 
life that seemed to come from the 
pagan world, from its permissive-
ness, from its way of living as one 
pleased.

It was therefore “no” to a culture 
of what seemed to be an abundance 
of life, to what in fact was an “anti-
culture” of death. It was “no” to 
those spectacles in which death, 
cruelty and violence had become 
an entertainment.

Let us remember what was 
organized at the Colosseum or 
here, in Nero’s gardens, where 
people were set on fire like living 
torches. Cruelty and violence had 
become a form of amusement, a 
true perversion of joy, of the true 
meaning of life.

This “pompa diabuli”, this “anti-
culture” of death was a corruption 
of joy, it was love of deceit and 
fraud and the abuse of the body as 
a commodity and a trade. 

And if we think about it now, we 
can say that also in our time we 
need to say “no” to the widely prev-
alent culture of death.

It is an “anticulture” manifested, 
for example, in drugs, in the flight 
from reality to what is illusory, 
to a false happiness expressed in 
deceit, fraud, injustice and con-
tempt for others, for solidarity, 
and for responsibility for the poor 
and the suffering; it is expressed 
in a sexuality that becomes sheer 
irresponsible enjoyment, that 
makes the human person into a 
“thing”, so to speak, no longer 
considered a person who deserves 
personal love which requires 
fidelity, but who becomes a com-
modity, a mere object.

Let us say “no” to this prom-
ise of apparent happiness, to 
this “pompa” of what may seem 
to be life but is in fact merely an 
instrument of death, and to this 
“anticulture”, in order to cultivate 
instead the culture of life. For this 
reason, the Christian “yes”, from 
ancient times to our day, is a great 
“yes” to life. It is our “yes” to Christ, 
our “yes” to the Conqueror of death 
and the “yes” to life in time and in 
eternity.

Homily of His Holiness Benedict 
XVI, Sistine Chapel,

Feast of the Baptism of the 
Lord, 8 January 2006

LIAM O’CONNOR

The Institute of Christ the King 
Sovereign Priest (ICKSP) is 
a Society of Apostolic Life of 

Pontifical Right whose goal is the 
honour of God and the sanctifica-
tion of priests in the service of the 
Church and souls. Its specific aim 
is missionary: to spread the reign 
of Our Lord Jesus Christ in all 
spheres of human life. 

Established in 1990 with an 
international seminary in Gricigli-
ano, Italy, the Institute has recently 
purchased a beautiful church from 
the Presbyterian community in 

Belfast, called Fortwilliam and 
Macrory Church on the Antrim 
Road. This is now the Institute’s 
second church on the island of Ire-
land, where it has already acquired 
the magnificent Sacred Heart 
Church on the Crescent in Limer-
ick from the Jesuits in 2012.

The Institute wishes to bring the 
uplifting beauty of sacred worship 
and genuine culture to all. It fol-
lows the spirituality of St. Francis 
de Sales, which is expressed in the 
motto of the Institute: ‘Live the 
truth in charity’, and could be sum-
marised in the famous quote of the 
Doctor of Charity: “Cook the truth 
in charity until it tastes sweet.” 

The Traditional Latin Mass 
traces its origin back to the Church 
Fathers and was the defining char-
acteristic of the Catholic Faith in 
Western Europe right up until the 
1960s. However, after the Second 
Vatican Council many in the hier-
archy acted as if the Traditional 
Liturgy had been suppressed and 
made illegal, persecuting tradition-
al-minded priests.

This error was corrected by Pope 
Benedict XVI in his Motu Proprio 
Summorum Pontificum of 2007 
where His Holiness explained that 
the Traditional Mass was “never 
abrogated” and that “any Catholic 
priest” may offer the Traditional 
Latin Mass privately “on any day 
except the Easter Triduum” and 
that “the priest does not need per-
mission from the Apostolic See or 
from his own Ordinary” to do so.

Furthermore, Pope Benedict also 

vindicated the priest’s right “to use 
the older ritual in the administra-
tion of the sacraments of Baptism, 
Marriage, Penance and Anointing 
of the Sick, if advantageous for the 
good of souls.”

The ICKSP, founded under the 
guidance of Cardinal Siri, offer 
exclusively the Traditional Latin 
Mass which it sees as being central 
to the renewal of the Church. Their 
apostolate has proven fruitful with 
a number of seminarians and reli-
gious vocations from Ireland as, 
like many traditional orders and 
priestly societies, the Institute 
seminary in Italy has always a wait-
ing list for applicants.

Canon Wulfran Lebocq, the Supe-
rior of the Institute in Ireland, has 
already been celebrating Mass in 
Belfast since 2012, however the long 
distance from Limerick has always 
brought challenges to ensure that 

the traditional sacraments are read-
ily available to the faithful. 

With joy, he can now let it be 
known that both a priest and a 
seminarian of the Institute have 
now been permanently resident 
in Belfast since October. Further-
more, Canon Lebocq “hopes the 
new church will being more glory to 
God through the sacred liturgy and 
more holiness to people through 
the devotion to the Immacu-
late Heart of Mary, to Whom the 
church will be dedicated.”

What happens in Baptism

Latin Mass Institute opens  
new church in north Belfast
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MONTHLY  Meditations

W O R D S  O F  W I S D O M

JOE WALSH 
TOURS

Call  01 241 0800
Licenced by the Commission for Aviation Regulation, 

TO 052 and TA 0689

MEDJUGORJE & DUBROVNIK
• 7 nights Medjugorje

• 2 Centre - Medjugorje & Dubrovnik

• 4 nights Medjugorje

• Departures from Dublin & Cork 
between April and October

• Please call for all prices, dates and 
further details
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Registered  
Charity Numbers:  
(RoI) 9492  
(NI) XR96620

acnireland.org/donate or call us on 01 837 7516
Aid to the Church in Need, St. Josephs, 151 St. Mobhi Road, Glasnevin, Dublin 9

Yes, I would like to help ACN save persecuted Christians

For Credit Transfers and  
Direct Debits our bank details are:
IBAN IE32 BOFI 9005 7890 6993 28   
BIC BOFI IE2D

Please detach this form and return, with your gift, to the address below.
I do not require an acknowledgment.

I enclose a cheque/postal order payable to Aid to the Church in Need OR 
please debit my   MasterCard    Visa.
Card Number:

 Valid From: Maestro Issue No.

 Expiry Date: Signature strip code (last 3 digits)

 Signature

(Laser only)

TITLE

FULL ADDRESS

PHONE NUMBER

FIRST NAME SURNAME

EMAIL

I would like to make a monthly 
donation to Aid to the Church in 
Need wherever the need is greatest.

DONATION AMOUNT

M
M

M
M

Y
Y

Y
Y

✁

€10
Other

€25 €50
€

AL
IV

E.
01

20

I would like to make  
a Mass Offering

Please indicate the 
type and number of 

Masses required.

Please tick if you like an 
appropriate card sent out.

Suggested donation per Mass are as follows: 
General - €10 | Triduum - €30 | Novena - €70 | Gregorian - €270

TRIDUUM

GREGORIAN

GENERAL

NOVENA

€DONATION 
AMOUNT

A record of Catholics killed 
for their Faith in Ireland 
under the Penal Laws  
1635 – 1691

Order your copy now by calling  
01 837 7516 or by completing  
the form below.

‘Therefore, brothers, in all our distress  
and persecution we were encouraged  

about you because of your Faith. ’
1 Thessalonians 3:7

I would like to order  
a copy of Our Martyrs

Please complete your personal and payment details and 
return to the address below.

Suggested donation is €10 per copy.

MASS INTENTIONS



RTÉ APOLOGISES

This is not a joke. It is not April 
Fools. RTÉ has apologised. 
Apologised to Kevin Myers, 

three year after calling him a ‘Hol-
ocaust denier’ around the time he 
was removed from his role with 
The Sunday Times for insulting 
feminism – for which he fairly 
quickly apologised for less than careful use of his words. 
But RTÉ took three years to apologise, despite the sig-
nificant Irish-Jewish personnel calling Myers a friend of 
Judaism in Ireland. 

Since that time, Kevin Myers has not written for a news-
paper. His career has been destroyed. Damage done. Man 
down.  It costs RTÉ very little to squeeze in an apology as 
a footnote. Corporate responsibility means the company 
picks up a bill. Maybe Kevin Myers gets some compensa-
tion. But will he get his good name back? Will he get his 
career back? No. Has anyone in Morning Ireland suffered 
because of this in anywhere near the same degree? Not that 
I am aware of. It doesn’t seem like any sort of justice.

What prompted the apology from RTÉ at this time 
goes unsaid. Did they decide of their own volition to issue  
the apology? 

Abortion in the UK

Freedom of Information requests obtained by Sky 
News and SPUC revealed the rocketing numbers of 
repeat abortions in the UK and included five teenag-

ers who were amongst the 718 who had their sixth abortion 
in 2018. More than 140 women had at least their eighth 
termination in 2018.
● 172 women had their seventh abortion in 2018 - a 26% 

increase on 2016.
● 403 women had their sixth termination - 10% up on 

2017 and a 33% increase on 2016.
● 1,298 women - including five teenagers - had their fifth 

abortion in 2018, while 4,389 women - including 23 
teenagers - had their fourth termination.

● Overall, 84,258 repeat abortions were performed in 
Britain in 2018, including 3,332 on teenagers.

Why is there no outrage? Where is the concern by the 
pro-abortion lobby for all these women, especially these 
teenagers? Teenagers having their 6th abortion, while still 
in their teens means that they have been pregnant in their 
early teens. Who made these teenagers, children, pregnant? 
Does anyone really care about how they became pregnant? 
About their mental state? Their future mental state?

Government want to make it easier 
for teenagers to change gender

Already in Ireland, any adult can change gender by 
signing a piece of paper. It has been rendered mean-
ingless because it has been made so easy. Worried 

about the gender pay gap? Just ask your staff members to 
change gender and the problem is solved. It is only a form. 

But for teenagers, aged 16 and 17, the rules are consid-
ered too onerous. They have to go to court and be certified 
by two medical practitioners. It is unclear what a medical 
practitioner will certify- that the male is not a male? It is 
proposed that these young people will be able to ‘self-de-
clare’ and if their parents support them, they will get a cert 
saying they are the opposite of their biological sex. 

It is only a form. So, why not wait until they are at the 
age of voting, the age of drinking alcohol, to make such 
a decision. To think about it. Or, contrary to absolutely 
every other decision that teenagers make, do we think that 
they are somehow infallible about this one? Will they be 
allowed to turn back at a later date. 

At least it is just a form. But undoubtedly the restrictions 
on the medical procedures will be loosened soon enough. 
After all, if the form says it, then the physical reality should 
be changed to match. 
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SCRAPS
DEREK RYAN C O L U M N

scrapscolumn@gmail.com

FA I T H  A N D  R E A S O N

JONATHAN GARGAN

And he taught, and said to them, 
“Is it not written my house shall 
be called a house of prayer.” 

(Mark 11:15-19)
The temple was meant to be a holy 

place of prayer and sacred silence,  
where the Almighty God Himself dwelt.  
“The Lord is in His holy temple; let all 
the earth be silent before Him.”  (Hab-
akkuk2:20)

Instead it is filled with chatter, men 
shouting over one another and clatter-
ing of money. Mother Theresa tells us, 
“In the silence of the heart God speaks.” 
Who then could possibly hear God 
amongst this? Unfortunately, this is all 
too familiar in our Church today. Before 
the beginning of Holy Mass, we no 
longer hear God speak to us. The pews 
filled with idle talk, in place of prayer. 

The good Lord once again aban-
doned, “I looked, but there was no 
helper; I stared, but there was no one to 
sustain me.”  (Isaiah 63:5)

To understand, let us think of a 
couple who are in love, when they sit 
in each other’s company, it is enough 

for them to be in silence, looking into 
each other’s eyes admiring one another.  
Now, imagine a crowd enter and they 
sat right next to them and started talk-
ing, it would certainly ruin the moment, 
and even make them angry. How much 
more does this apply in the house of 
God, when He and His children who 
are lovingly gazing into each other’s 
heart in a deep silence, as they prepare 
to receive His Sacred body.  

Mother Teresa tells us, “souls of 
prayer are souls of great silence.”  If 
we do not pray and gaze upon Him in 
the Blessed Sacrament in silence, we 
cannot know him. He asks us “Be still 
and know that I am God.” (Psalm 46).  
These are moments of talking to Him 
and letting Him teach us.  Just like 
when parents are speaking and teach-
ing their children, they need them to be 
quiet. This is the same for the Lord.  “A 
time to be silent and a time to speak.” 
(Ecclesiastes 3:4)

Only if we are silent will we be able to 
hear His voice and open the door to Him.  
“Behold, I stand at the door and knock; 
if any one hears my voice and opens the 
door, I will come in.” (Rev 3:20)

With humility, let us rethink how we 
behave in God’s holy temple, and with 
trust in the Lord ask His forgiveness, 
for He is good and will always forgive a 
humble heart.

Then on that great day, we will be 
numbered among His children, who 
spent their time consoling His beating 
Heart within the tabernacle, and not 
chatting to those around us.  Sit in the 
stillness of His love, talk to your loving 
Lord, come to know Him. 

“Peace I leave with you; My peace I 
give to you; not as the world gives do I 
give to you. Do not let your heart be trou-
bled, nor let it be fearful.” (John 14:27)

Silence & Reverence

DR. PAUL DELANEY

Does one park one’s brain at the 
door when it comes to faith? 
Sometimes one gets the impres-

sion it’s always a matter of simply 
believing, without any evidence.

But look at what Jesus says:
Believe me when I say that I am in 

the Father and the Father is in me, or 
at least believe on the evidence of the 
miracles themselves. 

For the works that the Father has 
given me to finish – the very works 
that I am doing – testify that the 
Father has sent me.

The interplay between visible evi-
dence and faith in the invisible is at the 
centre of the healing of the paralytic at 
Capernaum:

Some men brought to him a para-
lyzed man, lying on a mat. When 
Jesus saw their faith, he said to the 
man, “Take heart, son; your sins are 
forgiven.”

At this, some of the teachers of the 
law said to themselves, “This fellow is 
blaspheming!”

Knowing their thoughts, Jesus said, 
“Why do you entertain evil thoughts 
in your hearts? Which is easier: to 
say, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, 
‘Get up and walk’? But I want you to 
know that the Son of Man has author-
ity on earth to forgive sins.” 

So he said to the paralyzed man, 
“Get up, take your mat and go home.” 
Then the man got up and went home. 
When the crowd saw this, they were 
filled with awe; and they praised God, 
who had given such authority to man.

First, why do the teachers of the law 
think Christ is blaspheming? Suppose 

your friend offends you. Can someone 
else forgive him for it? No, only you can 
forgive the offence against yourself.

Although sin can offend your neigh-
bour, it is also and primarily an offence 
against God. Again, only God can for-
give offences against God. Obtaining 
that forgiveness was one of the Jewish 
temple’s main gifts. When its priests 
carefully followed the rites given by 
God to Moses, Jews could obtain 
forgiveness of their sins. So when 
someone who appears to be just a man 
forgives sins against God with a few 
words, the teachers of the Law think 
he’s acting as only God can: “Who can 
forgive sins but God alone?”

This miracle is famous, but have you 
ever stopped and asked yourself Jesus’ 
central question? Which do you think 
is easier to say?

Is it option A:  
“Your sins are forgiven”?

Or option B: “Get up and walk”

They’re both short, so it’s not the 
verbal effort of speaking them Jesus 
means. Then what type of ease and dif-
ficulty does he mean?

I think he’s referring to the difficulty 
of proving that what you say you can 
do, you really can do. It’s quite easy to 
say “Your sins are forgiven” because 
it refers to an inner condition – your 
relationship with God – which is invis-
ible and hard to verify. How could one 
check that this had really happened?

A charismatic preacher with a 
warmed-up crowd could pronounce 
the words and the crowd might receive 
them well, and feel a sense of inner 
release. But it could all be just emo-

tions and the power of suggestion. God 
may still hold their sins bound, as they 
would unfortunately discover on death.

Whereas “Get up and walk” …. that 
Is much harder. For in the next 10 sec-
onds, the crowd surrounding Jesus are 
either going to see with their own eyes 
the man walking, or not. It’s eminently 
verifiable. It’s much harder to say 
something important that is testable.

The name Jesus means “God saves”: 
Archangel Gabriel told St Joseph to 
call the child this because he would 
save his people from their sins. This 
is much more important than a phys-
ical healing, as you’ll still die one day, 
whereas restoring the relationship 
with God will lead to an eternal, joyful 
life. 

So, see the logic of what Jesus does 
next: He proves that he has the author-
ity to do the more important, but much 
less testable thing, by doing the less 
important but much more verifiable 
thing:

“But I want you to know that the 
Son of Man has authority on earth to 
forgive sins.” So he said to the para-
lyzed man, “Get up, take your mat and 
go home.”

Blessed are those who have not seen, 
and yet believe. Most people alive 
today haven’t seen a miracle (though 
they do still happen, e.g. canonisation 
miracles).  And some people operate 
on pure faith all life long, sustained by 
the hidden waters of baptism:

How well I know that  
fountain’s rushing flow

Although by night

But to others God gives evidence, for 
example responses to prayer, evident 
growth in grace and character, a word 
you’re attracted to in Scripture that 
comes true, philosophical or historical 
arguments for Christianity. And these 
strengthen and confirm faith.

Which is easier to say: “Your sins 
are forgiven” or “Get up and walk”?
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DEREK RYAN

European civilization, not least thanks to 
early Irish Christianity, is rooted in that 
unique synthesis of divine revelation and 

human reason, namely faith and scholarship, 
which are the hallmarks of authentic Catholic 
Christianity. Europe today, including modern 
Ireland, appears to be not only abandoning its 
cultural and spiritual roots but even explicitly 
denying them. As a result, we are beginning to 
suffer from a cultural amnesia.

Cultural amnesia can cause serious harm, 
widespread social deterioration, alienation, 
corruption and nihilism. But how can socie-
ty’s cultural amnesia be contained, or indeed 
as we must hope, cured?

For the past four years, Castlecoote 
House’s Myth & History lecture series has 
been examining those primary texts which 
form the basis of European civilisation, 
namely Scripture and Liturgy: cult being the 
source of all culture. 

This year, they are taking a more radical 
look at contemporary culture and the chal-
lenges it poses from a consciously Christian 
perspective. Is it possible to rediscover our 

roots in order to find that inspiration which 
is needed to come to terms with contempo-
rary cultural developments, philosophical, 
social, economic and ecclesiastical? 

This series of evening lectures is an attempt 
to respond to issues posed by D. Vincent 
Twomey, SVD, in his book: The End of Irish 
Catholicism? (Dublin, 2003). So-called tra-
ditional Irish Catholicism, he claims, was, for 
historical reasons, neither authentically Irish 
nor Catholic, despite its many extraordinary 
achievements that are forgotten today. Con-
temporary Catholicism is in the slow process 
of transformation, he argues, which will 
hopefully lead to an emergence of a more 
genuine Irish Christianity, that should be a 
true leaven in Irish society. This new series 
will explore aspects of this thesis. 

Following the opening lecture in October 
from Dr. Twomey, he was followed by Profes-
sor Philipp Rosemann, Chair of Philosophy 
at the NUI, Maynooth, in November, talking 
on the topic ‘Holy Wells and Heidegger’.

Next up on the 6th of February is Professor 
William Desmond, Professor of Philosophy 
at the Catholic University of Louvain. His 
talk will explore the idea of the posthumous 
mind as a thought-experiment of coming 

back to life (as if from the dead) and looking 
at life with new eyes (beyond the first life and 
death), and apply it to the tale of Oisín. The 
talk also will apply the idea of the posthumous 
mind to the sense of the sacred (pre-Chris-
tian, Christian, post-Christian Ireland) so as 
to understand better the deconsecrated land-
scape of postmodern Ireland.

In March (12th), Mary Kenny, writer and 
commentator, will talk on the faith of Irish 
mothers, despite the reputation of Irish 
Catholicism as a patriarchal structure. On 
April 20th, Dr Máirín MacCarron, histo-
rian and lecturer in Digital Humanities in 

UCC will examine the achievements, influ-
ence and legacy of early Irish Christianity by 
considering big questions such as whether 
Irish monks were the greatest scientists and 
astronomers in western Europe and whether 
civilisation was saved by Irish missionaries?

Finally, on May 7th, Senator Rónán Mullen, 
will examine how, in a time when there is an 
over-emphasis on the church’s former influ-
ence, where Christianity’s contributions to 
human development are now dismissed, a 
new secularism in which religious convic-
tions are welcomed in the public forum could 
enhance our society for all its members.

Contemporary Challenges to 
Faith and Politics: Castlecoote 
House, Roscommon

PHILIP JOYCE

Happy New Year or - to us Christians 
- Happy Annus Novus Domini! The 
idea of dedicating the year to the 

Lord was initiated by a 6th century monk, 
Dionysius Exiguus, who thought it better 
to count and name years from the time 
of Jesus Christ rather than celebrate the 
Roman Empire - and particularly the likes of 
Emperor Diocletian who had been so cruelly 
oppressive towards Christians. Thus, he 
employed an alternative to the then Julian 
calendar which had in its turn replaced the 
Roman calendar by decree of Julius Caesar 
in 45 BC. 

The Julian calendar ‘year-span’, itself, 
remained intact for nearly 1600 years until a 
successor of Saint Peter, Pope Gregory XIII, 
decided that it was inaccurate - to the extent 
of just about 10 minutes in the year - and so 
would cause cumulative problems with des-
ignating the date for Easter Sunday. The 
‘Christian’ calendar of Dionysius – unwit-
tingly also containing the 10 minute-per-year 
‘glitch’ - was also becoming more popular 
with many of that faith. Dionysius started his 
calendar years erroneously, a few years later 
than the BIRTH of Christ - which is believed 
to have occurred between 6 and 4 BC. It is 
still the calendar based on the Christian era, 
even if the chronology is not strictly accurate! 
A 7th/8th century English-born Benedictine 
monk, the Venerable Bede, promoted the 
‘Anno Domini’ calendar of Dionysius whilst 
also working on the proper calculation of the 
celebration of Easter.

Fixing all of these slight challenges, Pope 
Gregory XIII initated the now recognisable 
Gregorian calendar. 

The old Julian calendar was in its death-
throes and Pope Gregory promoted Dionysius’ 
and Bedes’ dedication of each year as ‘Anno 
Domini’ - ‘in or during the Year of the Lord’.  
With clarification from His Holiness’ astron-
omer consultants, Doctor Aloysius Lilius and 
Father Christopher Clavius, ten days were 
deducted from the calendar of 1582 - much 
to the annoyance of those renting property 
who thought that it was a means for land-
lords to cheat them out of ten days rent. The 
change was adopted gradually - initially by the 
European Catholic states - and finally, in the 
mid-18th century, by Sweden. 

It is now THE internationally recognised 
civilian calendar.

During the late 20th century, sometimes 
referred to as the ‘1900s’, secularism caused 
many individuals, institutions and even gov-
ernments to divorce themselves from the 
religious dedication of each year and con-

centrate solely on the NUMBER of the year. 
This led to mass-hysteria regarding end of 
millennium celebrations and caused a virtual 
universal error of celebrating that event at the 
end of Anno Domini 1999 instead of the end 
of AD 2000 (the first year was 1 AD!)

Due extra credits were denied to various 
people because of the mis-designation of 
the first day of the 3rd new (Christian) mil-
lennium; families of FIRST BABIES of 2001 
lost out on the honour of being millennium 
babies. The first boy, born at stroke of mid-
night at The Coombe Maternity Hospital, 
Dublin was four pounds six ounces Jack - to 
Carmel and Larry of Rathfarnham.

Immediately after at Holles Street, Ebika 
Pela from Nigeria, with an address in Dublin, 
gave birth to the first girl, Ejomafuvwe, 
at one second past midnight. In Galway, 
Louise Becker and Richard Woodlock had a 
daughter twenty-five minutes later, and at 

Castlebar, Nicola Hopkins of Crossmolina 
brought her baby boy into the world before 
one! At 1.18 a.m in Cork, Faye Mercedes 
Walsh was born to Sharon and Alan.

The celebration of both mother and child 
is most appropriate for this date in the year 
as, while the Circumcision of the Infant Jesus 
eight days after birth was required in Jewish 
Law for His induction into the Jewish com-
munity, January 1st is now celebrated as a 
Memorial to the Blessed Virgin Mary, the 
Mother of Christ.

It was feared computers – and a depend-
ent civilisation - could ‘crash’ trying to deal 
with the mis-predicted ‘Y2K bug’ owing to a 
change of the first digit of the year. No such 
chaos occurred - the bug was in the brains 
of those who ignored their Christian history 
and went the way of ‘mammon’! 

If any institution got it right, it was the 
Catholic Church. The Jubilee Year cele-
bration of the end of the 2nd Christian 
millennium commenced on Christmas Eve, 
December 24th, 1999. It continued through 
the whole year of Anno Domini 2000 and 
came to a conclusion on the Feastday of the 
Epiphany, January 6th, A. D. 2001.

It is a considerable tribute to Christianity 
that - even though for practical international 
purposes in many cases - this calendar has 
been utilised in so many instances by nations 
Christian and non-Christian alike.

Happy Annus Novus Domini

The first sunlight of the new millennium, taken by Christopher Joyce, on board Aer Lingus 
EI-330 from Cork to Dublin at approximately 8.30 a.m. on January 1st, A.D. 2001, somewhere 
over County Tipperary.

SPECIAL OFFER TO 
MEDJUGORJE 
16 June – Fr. Gerry Campbell & 
8th Sept - Fr. Oliver Brennan

€50 off if deposit paid by 
15th of February

PLEASE CONTACT:

Phyllis Mulligan 087 202 8492



14  |  ALIVE!  JANUARY 2020

MARIA HORAN

Now the dust has started to 
settle on the horrific new 
Northern Irish abortion 

law, the real agenda of the abor-
tion advocates in Westminster 
is becoming clearer. Along with 
the majority of their fellow abor-
tion-minded colleagues, MPs 
Diana Johnson and Stella Creasy 
had previously shown little inter-
est in Northern Ireland, but it is 
increasingly apparent that the 
North was merely to be used as a 
stepping stone in their quest to 
decriminalise abortion throughout 
the UK. 

In response to this extremely 
aggressive campaign to decrim-
inalise abortion, pro-life groups 
SPUC (Society for Protection of 
Unborn Children) and Right to 
Life have launched campaigns that 
are directed at eliciting pledges 
from MPs who are hoping to be 
(re)elected on the 12th of Decem-
ber in the UK general elections. 

Right to Life’s campaign focuses 
on three pledges, and voters are 
asked to contact their local MPs 
and ask them to agree to three 
policy changes that, if elected, they 

will help bring about: 

1. Stopping discrimination against 
baby girls by supporting a law 
change to clarify that sex-selec-
tive abortion is illegal; 

2. Lowering the abortion time limit 
by bringing UK law closer to 
the laws in the majority of EU 
member states by lowering the 
gestational time limit for abor-
tion, and; 

3. Stopping pregnancy and 
maternity discrimination by 
backing policies designed to end 
pregnancy and maternity dis-
crimination. 

SPUC is focusing on both 
assisted suicide and abortion and 
has produced a set of download-
able general election campaign 
materials. This includes the voting 
records on three significant bills: 

1. Rob Marris’ Private Members’ 
Bill in 2015 to legalise assisted 
suicide for those with less than 6 
months to live, but was defeated 
330 to 118; 

2. Diane Johnson’s Ten Minute 
Rule Bill to decriminalise abor-
tion in October 2018 and despite 
passing by 208 to 123 votes, ran 

out of time, and;
3. an amendment tabled to a routine 

bill for the governance of North-
ern Ireland in August by Labour 
Stella Creasy, requiring the Sec-
retary of State to decriminalise 
abortion in Northern Ireland. 

Voters are advised to ask their 
candidates if they would vote to 
support decriminalising abor-
tion i.e. removing all restrictions 
on abortion and would they vote 
to support any move to legalise 
assisted suicide.

Freedom of Information 
requests obtained by Sky News and 
SPUC revealed the rocketing num-
bers of repeat abortions in the UK 
and included five teenagers who 
were amongst the 718 who had 
their sixth abortion in 2018. Dis-

turbingly, the day after these stats 
were released, the Liberal Dem-
ocrats announced in their party 
manifesto that they wish to fully 
decriminalise abortion in the UK to 
24 weeks, while the Labour Party 
wishes to legalise abortion to birth 
for any reason. 

As SPUC’s Antonia Tully 
has commented, women 
who have repeat abortions 
are crying out for help 
and could easily be in an 
abusive situation where 
they are being coerced 
into having abortions. 
Alarm bells should be 
ringing when a teenage 
girl keeps presenting 
for abortion in what is 
a massive betrayal of 
women who need help.

Abortion provider BPAS (Brit-
ish Pregnancy Advisory Service) 
has launched a campaign similarly 
seeking pledges to support further 
moves to decriminalise abortion, a 
full range of contraceptive options, 
expand IVF opportunities, and for-
tify flour with folic acid so women 
don’t have to abort wanted preg-
nancies, due to neural tube defects 
such as spina bifida or anenceph-
aly. 

While BPAS still manages to link 
folic to abortion, it is revealing that 

there is a begrudging acknowledg-
ment that preborn babies need to 
be protected (albeit only “wanted” 
babies) but there is no suggestion 
that women should be supported 
in continuing such pregnancies. 
However, this should come as 
no surprise as BPAS CEO Ann 
Furedi has been open in her sup-
port for abortion to birth for any 
reason (including for being a girl), 
and in January expressed her full 
approval for New York Governor 
Andrew Cuomo’s extreme Abor-
tion Bill to birth for any reason. 

Right to Life’s Catherine 
Robinson commented that 
polling shows that this 
extreme proposal is not 
supported by women, as 
only 1% of women want 
the abortion time limit to 
be increased right through 
to birth.

The proposed law change would 
leave the UK with one of the most 
extreme abortion laws in the world 
and further position it drastically 
away from Europe where the most 
common abortion time limit is 12 
weeks. MPs should be committing 
to bringing forward sensible new 
restrictions and increased support 
for women with unplanned preg-
nancies, to help reduce the tragic 
number of abortions that happen 
each year in the UK.

NEWS FROM ACROSS THE IRISH SEA

The fight for life in  
the UK elections

Stella Creasy speaking at the 
2016 Labour Party Conference in 
Liverpool.

DAVID REYNOLDS

Nick Sandmann’s defamation 
suit against NBCUniver-
sal for NBC News’ coverage 

of him and his classmates at this 
year’s March for Life can proceed, 
according to a federal judge, 
though not every aspect of the law-
suit was cleared.

Immediately after the Janu-
ary March for Life in Washington, 
D.C., news broke that a Catho-
lic High School student wearing 
a ‘Make America Great Again’ hat 
and his mates, had surrounded and 
harassed Nathan Phillips, a Native 

American activist, outside the Lin-
coln Memorial. This was reported 
as the story. 

But, later, additional extended 
video and firsthand accounts soon 
revealed that Phillips was the one 
who approached the group wait-
ing for its bus and decided to beat a 
drum inches from Sandmann’s face. 

The boys performed school 
cheers in hopes of drowning out 
racist taunts from members of 
the Black Hebrew Israelites fringe 
group nearby who were support-
ing Philips but this part of the story 
was not covered until much later 
and news outlets and public figures 

attempted to keep the narrative 
that it is was the ‘MAGA’ hat-wear-
ing students that were the cause of 
the conflict. Attorneys representing 
Sandmann are seeking $275 mil-
lion in damages for feeding a “false 
narrative” in relation to Sandmann 
whose face became the story.

DENISE RICHARDS

American football star and 
father of nine Philip Rivers 
created a stir when he 

arrived at a press conference carry-
ing his seven-month-old daughter, 
Anna. Anna is the youngest of 
nine siblings – a very large family 
for anyone in the US in 2019, but 
especially large for the normally 
pampered celebrity tribe.

The devout Catholic and quarter-

back for the Los Angeles Chargers 
stepped onto the stage after his 
team’s successful game against the 
Green Bay Packers, in which they 
won 26-11. Although the win may 
have been impressive — and the 
debrief informative — all eyes were 
on baby Anna in the strong arms of 
her football-playing dad, dressed 
in the team’s colours.

During the conference Anna 
seemed to familiarize herself with 
the surroundings and behaved 
impeccably for a full eight minutes 
while her dad chatted about the 
game. The veteran father showed 
he’s a complete natural as he made 

the occasional 
arm swap and 
got on with his 
job as if it were 
just a regular day 
at work. 

Anna’s appear-
ance with her 
dad isn’t overly 
surprising, as 
Rivers is known for putting family 
first. As father to seven girls and 
two boys, and husband to his high 
school sweetheart, the football 
star is setting a great example to 
dads everywhere on how to be a  
family man.

DAVID REYNOLDS

“I prayed the St. Michael 
prayer while moving into 
the toughest missions I 

faced,” Senior Chief Special War-
fare Operator (SEAL) Edward C. 
Byers Jr. said in his acceptance 
speech for the Medal of Honor, 
“and it does start by saying ‘St. 
Michael the Archangel, defend us 
in battle, be our protection…’”

The Medal of Honor is the U.S. 
military’s highest honor, given for 
acts of bravery above and beyond 
the normal call of duty. Byers 
received the award for “his valiant 
rescue efforts during a hostage sit-
uation in Afghanistan in support 
of Operation Enduring Freedom 
in December 2012.”

He explained the importance of 
his Catholic faith. “Hand in hand 
with my family is my faith. While 
it has had a more quiet aspect of 
my life, it has always played a sig-
nificant role.”

“I grew up Catholic and con-

tinue to grow in my faith, thanks 
especially to my brother, Trevor. 
He taught me to turn my heart 
and soul to Christ when I have 
strayed or lost my way. Prayer 
has always provided calm amidst 
chaos for me.”

He told how he came to have a 
particular devotion to St. Michael 
the Archangel during his first 
deployment to Iraq.

“On my first deployment to 
Iraq, some 11 years ago, I arrived 
in [the] country, and I saw 
another SEAL, standing there 
with a St. Michael the Archangel 
patch on his shoulder. I’m not 
sure what drew me to it, but I 
walked up to him and asked him 
if I could have it. He was leav-
ing the combat zone and made it 
through a safe deployment, so he 
was absolutely willing to give it 
to me. He handed it to me with-
out hesitation.”

“I’ve worn that patch on my kit 
on every single mission I’ve ever 
been a part of.”

NEWS FROM STATESIDE

Medal of Honour 
recipient credits  
St. Michael prayer  
for protection

Judge allows Covington High School 
teen to pursue suit against NBC

Quarterback carries 
responsibility
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DEREK RYAN

ALIVE!: Alan, thank you 
for agreeing to talk with 
us today. Maybe you can 

start by telling us a little about 
what your job, some of your 
earlier work and the projects 
you are working on now. 

Well, I started writing a script 
for a drama partly influenced by 
my own past and just when I fin-
ished that script I was driving to 
get my hair cut in Liverpool when 
I noticed an older gentleman 
pushing a child’s pram. He looked 
familiar. It was Jimmy McGovern, 
the writer of some of best dramas 
on television.

Call it chance or fate, but I knew 
it was a God-incidence. Many had 
told me that getting your own 
drama on television was impossible 
without at least writing award-win-
ning short films.

Meeting with Jimmy McGovern 
and asking him if he would read my 
script was truly God-led. He later 
went on to give interviews for his 
new drama for the BBC called The 
Street, and said after reading over 
120 submitted scripts from within 
the industry he felt he would never 
get the 6th part of his new series, 
until, as he says “Some guy stops 
his car and hands me the script I’ve 
been looking for”.

That drama went on to win the 
BAFTA, RTS and an Emmy Award 
for best drama.

I had learned to ask God what he 
wanted me to do next, a surrender 
to the will of God in my journey as 
a film-maker, but in my next pro-
ject I made a mistake personally by 
taking ‘control’ back, sort of asking 
God to get in the passenger seat so 
to speak.

I made a film called Act of 
Grace, co-writing and produc-
ing, although I’d only ever written 
one script. It was a huge task. It 
was a marvellous achievement to 
get the film made, but the subject 
matter was quite violent. After that 
film, some inner voice told me this 
wasn’t what my journey was about.

ALIVE!: You have, what we 
might call, a chequered past. 
Would you be willing to tell us 
a bit about that?

Before film, I spent over a decade 
involved in drugs. At the age of 21, 
ecstasy had exploded on the scene 
and I realised there was a lot of 
money to be made if I went to the 
distributors who actually made 
the drug. I had spent 2 years in the 
Navy prior to this and left because 
I wouldn’t accept the discipline 
needed. I told myself I didn’t want 
to take any orders from anyone 
ever again. Selling drugs in a way 
was that answer. 

Eventually I became a dis-

tributor, making ecstasy and 
was involved selling anything 
as middle man from Holland to 
places as far as Glasgow. Money 
was my God then, religion and 
faith was so far removed. Yet, 
every night since I was young, I 
always said the Lord’s Prayer. And 
always prayed for others who were 
suffering. I know it sounds hypo-
critical as I was heaping suffering 
on countless families.

ALIVE!: But something 
changed. What happened?

In Thailand, at a waterfall in 
Kanchanburi, where the bridge 
over the river Kwai was built, I saw 
graves of young male labourers 
who had suffered a terrible death. 
How brave these guys were, and, 
at 28, my ego measured only the 
money I was making from drugs.

This was the pride before the 
fall. My fall came a day later at the 
top of a waterfall in Erawan Park. I 
slipped. As I fell I turned and could 
see my destination. I remember 
saying to myself: “Oh my God, I’m 
dead.” Then everything stopped. 
no smell, sight or sound. Just a 
voice that said “Yes, you are dead.” 

My life passed before my eyes. 
I realised in that moment I’d not 
been doing what I was supposed to. 
Then the voice said “If we give you 
one more chance, what would you 
do with your life?”

Up until that moment I’d never 
told anyone I wanted to ‘write’ 
and so I replied “Oh, I know what 
I would do.” But the voice, in 
an anger not matched on earth, 

shouted “What would you do?”
I shouted back: “To write”. At 

that moment everything went back 
to normal. I hit a rock, and then 
landed in a small swamp, which 
broke my fall.

ALIVE!: You spent some 
time in Spain, walking. How 
was that? And how did it lead 
you back to Ireland?

I was a disillusioned after 
making the film Act of Grace and I 
prayed one night asking God what 
he wanted. At 3am that night I 
heard a voice saying “the Camino, 
the Camino”. I sleepily replied 
“Ok God. I’ll walk the Camino, in 
thanks”

As the plans gathered pace, a 
friend suggested I take a camera. 
Suddenly, I had a 3-man crew 
and a plan to interview the author 
Paulo Coelho.

Slowly, I had put God in the pas-
senger seat. The documentary took 
over.  But two weeks into the walk, 
the plans unravelled. The lead 
walker left. I thought it was over. 

But the crew told me no. They 
told me that the footage clearly 
showed that I was being touched 
emotionally by statues of Our Lady 
in the different churches and some-
thing was changing inside me on 
this 1000-year-old, 500 mile walk.

The documentary about me 
walking the Camino to meet an 
author I had admired, near idol-
ised, had been transformed into 
my journey to meet Our Lady and 
her son Jesus. God had become the 
producer.

On that walk to Santiago de 
Compostela I met 2 men, Joe 
Docherty and Barry McLaughlin, 
from Derry, who told me of a walk 
in Ireland they did each year, to the 
Shrine of Our Lady of Knock.

I was wrapped up in editing my 
film and paid them no mind. 

Three years later, The Road 
to Santiago was released. I was 
totally burnt out emotionally. And 
thay year, as each of the last three, 
Joe from Derry asked if I wanted to 
walk to Knock. This time I said yes 
and the cameras came too. 

The film, The Road to Knock, was 
finished late last year and had been 
available at the Knock Shrine, Ver-
itas and on Amazon. It finally got 
picked up to be released in the USA 
on the Augustine Institute digital 
site called Formed Content, though 
with one condition: that I had to 
subtitle it- to understand some of 
Derry walkers!! 

ALIVE!: What does Knock 
mean to you?

Knock has become a special 
place to me. I have now walked 
to Knock 4 times: from Belfast, 
Dublin and Derry. With each walk 
I learn something new.

Knock used to be just a place I 
arrived at, nice church and Basil-
ica, but my brother Paul ended up 

living there to recover from a drug 
addiction.  He introduced me to the 
peace there and the power of Con-
fession. At Knock I began to feel 
the presence of the Lamb which is 
the centre of the Knock Apparition. 
Since Knock, I have come to realise 
the important of a true Confession. 
My life has become clearer and 
cleaner.

ALIVE!: What does the 
future hold?

I have one more documentary 
to finish later in 2020: The Road 
to Walsingham, about one of the 
oldest pilgrimages in Christendom. 
Now the pilgrimage is virtually 
non-existent aside from people 
doing just the ‘Holy Mile’ (which 
apparently even King Henry VIII 
had done as an insurance policy!) 
We need Our Lady more than ever 
in England and hopefully the new 
documentary will allow people in 
the UK to understand how impor-
tant it is to make a pilgrimage to 
Walsingham and of Our Lady’s 
message “When England returns to 
me; then I will return to England.”

When I walked to Santiago, I 
never expected to make three doc-
umentaries - which document my 
own journey back to my faith and 
back to Jesus Christ. 

Like all pilgrimages, the Walk to 
Christ is a tough walk, full of ups 
and downs, pain and joy ... but it 
changes you only for the better.

Our Alan’s films which are 
available on the website www.
noaharkproductions.co.uk or on 
amazon. www.theroadtosantiag-
omovie.com

The Road to Knock: An Interview 
with writer and producer Alan Field

Alan Field.
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LIAM O’CONNOR

In June, the Toronto Raptors won 
their first-ever National Basket-
ball Association (NBA) title by 

winning  the NBA Finals, the end-
of-season, best-of-seven playoff 
series that determines the USA’s 
national basketball champions. 
Toronto’s win was also the first by a 
side to be based outside of the USA.

One of their players, Pascal 
Siakam, received the award of 
NBA’s most-improved player. Now 
25, he moved from Cameroon to 
Texas, USA, when he was 18. To 
achieve what he has in just seven 
years is remarkable.

Pascal’s father’s dream was for 
one of his sons to play in the NBA, 
and by 2012 Pascal’s three older 
brothers had gained scholarships 
to study in the USA and played 
college basketball. He then joined 

them when he turned 18 in April 
2012.

He hadn’t, though, initially 
shown great interest in basket-
ball. It was only after he attended 
a camp arranged by another Cam-
eroonian NBA star, Luc Mbah a 
Moute, that things developed. On 
the back of that he was invited to 
attend the NBA’s Basketball With-
out Frontiers (BWB) programme 
in South Africa and everything pro-
gressed from there.

In 2014, though, tragedy struck: 
his father, Tchamo, died follow-
ing injuries sustained in a car 
crash. Pascal freely admits that his 
father’s death was devastating and 
provided powerful motivation and 
focus for him to work even harder 
for what he would later achieve.

“My dad worked hard to take care 
of six kids,” he has been quoted as 
saying. “He worked hard to make 
sure we had everything we needed. 

He had his dream and I’m able to 
fulfil that. I’m proud that I’m able 
to do that now. I just wish he was 
here to see it.”

His father was a religious man 
of Catholic faith. Initially, he had 
hoped that his son would become 
a priest so enrolled him at St 
Andrew’s Seminary in Bafia.

Of his time at St. Andrew’s, 
Pascal says: “It was really 
strict (but) it really taught 
me how to be a man, how 
to take responsibility and 
take care of myself.” He 
added: “Going out in the 
world by myself, finding 
a way and fighting on my 
own. I learned those  
values there.”

Of the number on his basketball 
vest, he says: “Every time I enter 
the game, I touch the number 4 on 
my jersey four times for my dad 
and three brothers, then I touch 
the number 3 three times for my 
mom and two sisters, then I cross 
myself for God and point up to the 
sky. I know my dad is watching. 
It’s definitely tough without him, 
every day, but knowing I am doing 
exactly what he wanted gives me 
the strength.”

“Believing in God is a big part 
of who I am,” he says. “Patience 
is trusting in God’s timing.” Pas-
cal’s Twitter bio reads: “God first. 
#RipDad #DoingItForYou.”

Returning to candles and Eng-
land Women’s football coach, Phil 
Neville, and golf commentator and 
2014 Ryder Cup-winning captain, 
Paul McGinley, referred to candles 
this year in a similar way. 

Ahead of England’s World Cup 
semi-final Phil said of his wife, 
Julie, “She’s a worrier, she’ll be 
lighting a candle somewhere.” And 
Paul said something similar about 

Irish golfer Shane Lowry’s mother, 
Bridget, as he was closing in on 
success in this year’s Open Cham-
pionship at Portrush in Northern 
Ireland.

Rather than worry, a better word 
may have been care. For people of 
faith a candle is a number of things, 
including these:

A reminder: It recalls Jesus, the 
one true light, whom the darkness 
could not extinguish.

A parable: Burning itself out, it 
gives light to others.

A symbol: It speaks of light, 
hope, warmth and love.

A sign: It reminds us of the 
prayers of God’s people, not least 
for those who have passed from 
this world.

Jesus said: “Let your light shine 
before others so that they may see 
your good works and give glory to 
your Father in heaven.”

He also said: “I am the Light of 
the World. Whoever follows me 
will never walk in darkness, but 
will have the light of life.”

JOSEPH MARTIN

The current state of Irish Catho-
lic education, particularly 
post-primary education, pre-

sents many challenges for committed 
Catholic parents and teachers. The 
struggle to maintain the existing 
religious ethos in our Catholic sec-
ondary schools, should and must 
continue. The need to reinvigorate 
our jaded Catholic religious educa-
tion programme is imperative. 

The impetus for catechetical for-
mation of our young people is more 
urgent than ever before. However, 
even if all this were achieved, 
it is self-evident that the model 
for Catholic second-level educa-
tion in Ireland which has served 
the country so well for so long, is 
approaching its twilight. 

The waves of secular-
ism, materialism and 
neo-liberal ideologies 
diametrically opposed to 
Catholic doctrine have left 
an indelible mark on our 
schools and our young 
people. The evidence of 
three referenda and the 
dissipation of a practiced 
faith amongst our youth 
is overwhelming proof. A 
radical approach is needed 
to rekindle the flame of 
Catholic identify and ethos 
in second-level education.

Mater Dei Academy (see: www.
materdeiacademy.ie) is a new model 
for Catholic post-primary education 
in Ireland. The Academy is sched-
uled to open in Cork in 2020 and 
aims to re-root Irish Catholic edu-
cation with Christ at its centre and 
academic excellence in the classical 
tradition as its educational goal. 

The Academy’s mission and 
teaching philosophy are guided by 
the Catholic Church’s Declaration 
on Christian Education, Gravis-
simum Educationis, which sets 
out the fundamental principles of 
a comprehensive, religiously-in-
formed, education: 

“The Church is bound 
as a mother to give to 
these children of hers an 
education by which their 
whole life can be imbued 
with the spirit of Christ 
and at the same time do 
all She can to promote the 
complete perfection of the 
human person, the good 
of earthly society and the 
building of a world that is 
more human.”

The Academy will admit boys 
and girls aged 12-14 for their first 
year of studies. It will provide a 
comprehensive four-year junior 
cycle in the classical tradition fol-
lowed by a two-year senior cycle 
culminating in the Leaving Certifi-
cate examination. The studies have 
the ambition of leading the student 
to the ultimate Truth, which is God. 

In the junior cycle, this will be 
achieved through a combination 
of the humanities (literature, lan-
guage, history, philosophy, and 
theology), mathematics, science 
and music. As well as re-establish-
ing an authentic and unapologetic 
Catholic identity, the Academy 
aims for academic excellence to the 
highest international standards. 

As evidenced by the OECD Survey 
of Adult Skills, Irish adults have seen 
a remarkable drop in literacy skills 
over the past 20 years and only 19 
per cent of our university graduates 
reach higher levels of numeracy (see 
the Irish Times of Feb 20th, 2019). 
The general regression in academic 
standards, anecdotally supported 
by reports across the Irish third-
level sector, is often papered over at 
second-level by a dumbing-down of 
academic standards, the slow ebb of 
grade inflation and the widespread 
dominance of the “cramming” and 
“grinds” culture. 

The Mater Dei Academy junior 
cycle will culminate in internationally 
accredited examination (Cambridge 
IGCSE) to assess student compe-
tencies against international best 
practice rather than follow the new 
Irish junior cycle. In addition to 
core subject requirements, all stu-
dents will study theology through 
age-appropriate catechetical forma-
tion centred on Jesus Christ and the 
Catholic tradition. 

Irish language and Irish history 
will be a cornerstone of the Acade-
my’s identity and each student will 
be expected to attain a high level of 
Irish language fluency leading to 
the Teastas Eorpach na Gaeilge. 
Students will study philosophy 

as the critical thread connecting 
history, mathematics, logic and 
language. The study of a third lan-
guage is required of all students at 
the Junior Cycle. 

Unlike the Irish science curricula, 
the four-year science programme 
has a logical progression from earth 
and natural science (Year I) through 
to the nature and properties of 
God’s matter in physics (Year IV).  
All students will have the opportu-
nity to participate in choir which 
serves an important role in the life 
of the school where each school day 

will begin and end with sung prayer.  
The Academy will be funded 

through a combination of philan-
thropy, voluntary donations and 
fundraising. Teaching staff will 
be drawn from a rich pool of emi-
nently qualified academics and 
educators many with international 
experience and level 9/10 qualifi-
cations in their subject area. 

Such a bold initiative 
with an unapologetically 
Catholic identity repre-
sents a new way for young 
Catholic Irish men and 
women to rediscover the 
Truth of Christ’s teaching 
through His Church.

We believe that in the face of 
the systematic erosion of Catholic 
ethos in our existing post-primary 
Catholic schools, a fresh start is 
required. Mater Dei Academy is an 
experiment but one that we entrust 
to the intercession of our ever 
watchful patron, Saint Patrick, and 
to the maternal care of Our Lady 
Queen of Knock, our Mother, in 
this, Ireland’s time of great need.

Candles in the Window

Mater Dei Academy:  
new beginnings with old roots

A new Catholic classical  
post-primary school for Cork. 

OPEN EVENING
Thursday January 16th at 7.30pm in St. Martin’s Chapel, 

St. Mary’s, Pope’s Quay, Cork T23 X365
Open to parents and teachers.  

Further details at www.materdeiacademy.ie
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PÓL Ó MEÁDHRA 

Ar an gcúigiú lá de  Dheire-
adh Fómhair 1938, d’éag  
beanrialta darbh ainm an 

tSiúir Faustina (Helen Kowalska) 
i gCracó, an Pholainn. As clann 
bheo bhocht a  tháinig sí, a strácáil 
leis an saol ar fheirm bheag le linn 
na mblianta uafásacha den Chéad 
Chogadh Domhanda. Duine ab ea í 
nach raibh ach trí bliana oideachas 
simplí aici. Seo a scéal agus scéal 
na Trócaire Diaga a tugadh dí.

Ar an dara lá is fiche de Fhea-
bhra 1931, thaibhsigh Íosa di. Thug 
Sé teachtaireacht iontach dá thró-
caire dí agus don chine daonna 
uilig, sé sin teachtaireacht A Thró-
caire Diaga. Insíonn Faustina ina 
dialann dúinn;

Um thráthnóna agus mé i mo 
chillín, chonaic mé Íosa agus ball 
éadaigh bán air..Bhí lámh amháin 
in airde  aige ag beannú , bhí an 
ceann eile ag cuimil a éadaigh ag 
a ucht. As oscailt san éide, tháinig 
dhá léas mór, ceann díbh dearg 
agus ceann eile bán. I gciúnas stan 
mé go géar ar an Tiarna, tháinig 
tocht ar m’anam le teann sceoin…
Tar éis tamaill dúirt Íosa liom;

‘Péinteáil iomhá de réir an 
phatrúin a fheiceann tú, leis 
an scríbhinn, a Íosa tá muinín 
agam asat’.

I gceann tamaill eile labhair  Íosa  
léi arís;

‘Seasann na léasannna bána 

don uisce a dhéanann ana-
macha firéanta, seasann na 
léasanna dearga don fuil a 
bhfuil saol d’anamacha. Sníonn 
an dhá léas seo ó cheartlár mo 
thrócaire mhín, ag an am sin 
nuair a osclaíodh mo chroí 
léanmhar le sleá ar an gcrois’

Sa bhliain 1933, thug Dia fís 
shuntasach dá chuid Thrócaire 
do Naomh Faustina. Ina dialann 
insíonn Faustina dúinn;

‘Chonaic mé solas mór agus Dia 
an tAthair ina measc. Idir an solas 
agus an Domhan, chonaic mé Íosa 
céasta ar an gcrois agus ar bhealach 
bhí ar an Athair féachaint anuas 
ar an Domhan trí chréachta an 
Tiarna, agus thuig mé gur bhean-
naigh Dia an Domhan ar son Íosa.

Mar gheall ar fhís eile a chonaic 
sí sa bhliain 1935, scríobh sí;

‘Chonaic mé aingeal..chun an 
Domhan a bhualadh. Thosaigh mé 
ag impí ar Dhia ar son an Domhain 
le briathra a chuala mé go hin-
mheánach. De réir mar a ghuígh 
mé sa tslí seo, chonaic mé dearóile 
an aingil agus níorbh fhéidir leis an 
pionós a chur i bhfeidhm.

Ar an lá dar gcionn, mhúin glór 
inmheánach an phaidir seo a leanas 
a rá ar ghnáth Choróin Mhuire.

‘Ar dtús abair ‘Ar nAthair’ 
agus ‘Sé do bheatha’ amháin 
agus ‘Cré na nAspal’. Ansin ar 
na cnaipí móra abair na focail seo 
a leanas;

‘A Athar Síoraí, ofráilim Duit 
an Corp agus an Fhuil, Anam 

agus Diagacht do Mhac Muir-
neach, Ár Tiarna Íosa Críost 
mar leorghníomh ar ár bpeacaí 
agus peacaí an Domhain uilig’.

 Ar na mionclocha, abair na 
focail seo;

‘Ar son a Pháis léanmhar 
déan trócaire orainn agus ar 
an Domhan uilig.

Níos déanaí, dúirt Íosa le Naomh 
Faustina

‘Guigh an mionphaidrín seo 
atá múinte agam duit gan stad. 
Pé duine a ghuífidh é gheob-
haidh se Trócaire Mór ar uair 
a b(h)áis…Táim ag iarraidh go 
mbeidh an Domhan feasach 
mar gheall ar mo Thrócaire 
neamhtheoranta…Táim ag iar-
raidh grástaí doshamhlaithe a 
thabhairt dóibh siúd a bhfuil 
muinín acu as Mo Thrócaire…’

I rith na bhfoilsithe do Naomh 
Faustina ar an Trócaire Diaga, 
d’iarr Iosa ar go leor uaireanta go 
mbeadh lá tiomnaithe don Trócaire 
Diaga agus go mbeadh an fhéile 
seo á ceiliúradh ar an Domhnach 
tar éis na Cásca. Bronnnadh an 
fhéile seo ar an Eaglais ar an 30ú 
lá de mhí Aibreáin 2000 ar ócáid 
de Chonónú an tSiúir Faustina le 
hEoin Pól II. Mar gheall ar an Lá 
Fhéile na Trócaire, dúirt Iosa;

Pé duine a dhruidfidh i leith 
fhoinse na Beatha, tabharfar 
maithiúnas iomláin dá phea-
caí agus ní bheidh pionós leo’

D’iarr Iosa go mbeadh nóib-
héine chun na Trócaire Diaga ann 

chomh maith a thosnódh ar Aoine 
an Chéasta. Thug Sé rún in aghaidh 
an lae do gach lá den nóibhéine, 
ag coinneáil an lá deiridh don rún 
is deacra ar fad- na fuarchúiseach 
agus na leathmheasartha’

Dúirt sé mar gheall orthu sin;
‘Is iad na h-anamacha seo a 

thug an fhulaingt is mó dom..
mar gheall orthu dúirt mé;

‘M’Athair má’s féidir, lig 
don chailís seo imeacht uaim’

Dhearbhaigh Íosa do Faustina go 
n-ullmhodh sí an Domhan dá dara 
teacht.

‘Labhair leis an Domhan 
i dtaobh Mo Thrócaire. Is 
comhartha é de na Cianta 
Deiridh…Fad is atá an t-am 
ann, lig dóibh dul i muinín 
chun tobar Mo Thrócaire’

Maraon leis na focail a dúirt Íosa 
le Faustina, tá focail thar a bheith 
suntasach ráite ag an Mhaighdean 
Mhuire di freisin mar a fheictear 

ina dialann.
Caithfidh tú labhairt leis an 

Domhan mar gheall ar a Thró-
caire agus an Domhan a ullmhú 
dá dhara theacht, ní mar an 
Slánaitheoir Trócaireach ach mar 
an Breitheamh Cóir….Critheann na 
h-aingil roimhe...

Níl ansin, a leitheoir, ach 
achoimre gearr ar scéal Naomh 
Faustina agus an Trócaire Diaga. 
Tá an scéal ina iomlán le léamh ins 
‘An Dialann’. Molaim go h-ard é do 
éinne a bhfuil suim acu i ngrá agus 
trócaire Dé agus atá ag iarraidh 
ciall a dhéanamh den aois stairiúil 
seo ina bhfuilimid ag maireachtáil. 
Maraon le seo tá dráma faisnéise a 
léiríodh sna pictiúrlainn roimh an 
Nollaig darb ainm ‘Love and Mercy’ 
faoi bheatha Naomh Faustina 
bunaithe ar a dialann. Bíodh sé 
mar mhisneach agus treoir dúinn 
ar an mbóthar casta atá romhainn.

Naomh Faustina agus An Trócaire Diaga

GLUAIS/VOCABULARY

An Trócaire Diaga- The Divine 
Mercy
An Pholainn- Poland
An Chéad Chogadh Domhanda- 
The First World War
Thaibhsigh- appeared
Teachtaire- message
Dialann-diary
Cillín-cell
Ag beannú-blessing
Léas-ray
Iomhá-image
Anamacha-souls
Fíreanta-righteous

Scríbhinn-inscription
Sleá- a lance
Créachta-wounds
Leorghníomh-atonement
Mionphaidrín- chaplet
Tiomnaithe-dedicated
An Eaglais- The Church
Maithiúnas- forgiveness
Aoine an Chéasta- Good Friday
Comhartha- a sign
Na Cianta Deireannacha- The 
End Times
Slánaitheoir Trócaireach- 
Merciful Saviour
Breitheamh Cóir- Just Judge
Dráma faisnéise - docudrama

RUADHAN JONES

A film about estrangement, emotional, 
physical, and spiritual, may not strike 
one as Christmas viewing material 

and yet here we are: The Holly and the Ivy 
(1952, GM O’Farrell) is a beautiful, mysti-
cal film, set at Christmas, but it is a timeless 
film for any time of the year.

The plot is simple. A mature family are 
coming home to celebrate Christmas with 
their father. But none feel at home in their 
father’s house any more for their lives have 
come between them. “Life changes people. I 
don’t belong here anymore,” says Margaret 
to her sister, Jenny.

Margaret has suffered a hidden tragedy, 
Jenny wants to marry but feels she can’t 
leave her father, and Michael is a callow 
youth. They have in their different ways 
become trapped in a pretence which they 
feel they cannot reveal to their father. Why? 
Because he is a parson, a man of religion who 
believes in a God invented to give meaning 
to a meaningless existence. “All our effort is 
spent to keep going,” says Margaret, “but it 
is doomed to failure.”

What is their house? Heaven. And who is 
their father? God. Perhaps there is another 
reading. But what better describes the effect 
of sin than the sense that “I would rather be 
here, but of course it won’t work.” What does 
the devil do if not isolate and estrange us 

from our spiritual home 
and our Father too? 
We long to be there, we 
long to spend time with 
our brother and sisters 
before the flames of 
Heaven’s great fire.

Outside, the snow lies 
deep; the world is silent, 
and the world is cold; 
the wind it howls but we cannot touch it; the 
sun may shine but it gives no warmth. And 
we yearn to be by the fire with Christ but feel 
we don’t belong.

Yet by the end, the father – played by the 
inimitable Ralph Richardson – will reveal 
the depths of his humanity. “Do you think 
because I am a parson, I know nothing 
about life?” It is the day of his birth, when 
Christ comes into the world to bring peace. 
Peace by his incarnation as the Son of Man. 

“Our lives have been split open, exposed. 
Everybody has been stumbling about among 
the debris.” This is the effect of God, once 
the pretence has been stripped away. Are we 
prepared to accept his peace?

The Holly and the Ivy
ALIVE! FILM REVIEW OF THE MONTH

The Madness of 
Crowds: Gender, 
Race and Identity, by 
Douglas Murray
DEREK RYAN 

In a time where the subject matter of Mur-
ray’s book is most topical, it is refreshing 
that an author who runs contrary to 

the intellectual stampede on these issues 
becomes a bestseller, and has, as of yet, to 
be labelled a racist, a misogynist or a homo-
phobe. Perhaps his time is yet to come, but 
even The Guardian describes the book as 
‘graceful and witty’. But in case that raises 
suspicions as to whether it is a worthwhile 
read, Jordan Peterson says “Douglas Murray 
fights the good fight for freedom of speech 
... A truthful look at today’s most divisive 
issues.” 

Strangely, even Richard Dawkins is effu-
sive in his praise “[Murray’s] latest book 
is beyond brilliant and should be read, 
must be read, by everyone. He mercilessly 
exposes the hypocrisy and embarrassingly 
blatant contradictions that run rife through 
the current ‘woke’ vogue.” However, it is 
worth reading for yourself to find out. 

 But also to help. The book can help you 
to articulate why these issues and how they 
are rammed down the throats of the aver-
age Joe and Joanne Soap on a daily basis, 

is just not right. It feels 
uncomfortable but the 
reason is projected in 
such unfalsifiably non-
sensical terms that it is 
difficult to know where 
to start with a rebuttal. 

Murray helps makes 
sense of this. Admit-
tedly, the strongest part 
of the book is the intro-
duction, where the issue 
and problem are laid out before us with great 
clarity. The weakest, in many senses, is the 
section on gender, where it feels like there is 
much more to be said and many more aspects 
of the issue to be addressed. That, if anything, 
is the great weakness of the book – the sub-
jects of race, of gender, and now ‘trans’ are 
encyclopaedias in themselves, and tackling 
each together in a short and readable book, 
leaves the ready needing more. 

The most challenging section, is where 
Murray looks to address the troubling issue 
of ‘trans’ identity. He diagnoses a serious 
issue, and also a starting point pathway to 
discussion in more reasonable terms, the 
very real-life challenge for people born as 
intersex. Murray helps articulate real issues 
that those who wish to impose their identity 
ideology show no real interest in address-
ing, while forcing everyone else to adhere to 
their new – and it is very new – grammar as 
the most important issue. 

If you read the book you will learn that 
your discomfort with the liberal agenda does 
not mean you are a bigot, or a racist, or a 
misogynist or a homophobe at all, but that 
you are reasonable person, with reasonable 
questions and a reasonable viewpoint. 

A L I V E !  B O O K  R E V I E W 
O F T H E  M O N T H
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PART 35:  
THE HOUND OF HEAVEN

What impressed Fr. Paci-
fique Roy about the 
Catholic Worker was the 

spirit of poverty which he saw 
there. It made him feel at home as 
he used to feel in the homes of the 
African Americans he had worked 
with in the south. Dorothy saw 
that he had the same immediate 
approach to the problems of the 
day that they had in their efforts 
to carry out works of mercy. He 
always started to improve condi-

tions, giving away what he had in 
money, skill, as well as spiritual 
gifts. “Love is an exchange of 
gifts,” St. Ignatius said and the 
spiritual and the material were 
always inseparable to him. 

What he talked to us about, she 
wrote, was not the social order, 
but love and holiness without 
which man cannot see God. He 
spoke with such absorption that 
all who came, stayed to listen, and 
that first day found him giving, 
and us receiving, a little “retreat”. 
For me it was like falling in love 
again. I began to understand 

many things. 
He not only pointed out to us 

the obligation we were under by 
the vows we had taken at our bap-
tism to put off the world, the flesh 
and the devil. He also pointed out 
the means to do this: by always 
acting for what he called a “super-
natural motive”. In this way we 
make supernatural all our actions 
of every day. If we did our works 
of mercy to be praised by men, or 
from pride and vanity and sense 
of power, then we had had our 
reward. If we did them for the 
love of God, in whose image man 
had been made, then God would 
reward us; then we were doing 
them for a supernatural motive. 

There was little freedom in this 
life, he explained, except in the 
realm of motive or intention. We 
could do things either because we 

were compelled to or because we 
loved God and wanted to. And 
never mind, if we did not by our 
own sacrifice put off the old man 
and put on the new; God would 
see to it that we did so in the nat-
ural course of events, just as we 
grew in age, losing little by little 
our sense of life, our eyesight, our 
teeth, our hearing. “Oh yes, we 
would be stripped,” he laughed 
gaily. “God so loved the world,” 
he cried out with a thrill in his 
voice. God was that Hound of 
Heaven who would pursue us, 
who would not let us go. Dorothy 
knew all about that Hound and 
Francis Thompson’s wonderful 
poem about it.

Fr. Roy’s was the kind of talk 
to which all of us could listen, 
‘the men from the soup line, stu-
dents on vacation or seminarians 

coming in to help for an after-
noon. He had a stock of stories 
with which we were to become 
familiar and which he was never 
tired of telling, nor we indeed of 
hearing. Sometimes we had not 
gotten the point and it needed the 
tenth telling for us to understand. 
As Peter Maurin always dealt 
with the things of this world, so 
Father Roy always dealt with the 
things of the next, but the two 
were interwoven; time and eter-
nity were one. As St. Catherine 
of Sienna said, “All the way to 
heaven is heaven,” because He 
had said, “I am the way.” We were 
like workers for a Utopia already 
living in their Utopia. We were 
dying and yet we lived. We were 
in sorrow yet rejoicing.

L I V E S  O F  T H E  S A I N T S 

DOROTHY DAY

ACCOMMODATION

ALGARVE, Albuferia, Portugal. Luxury 1 or 
2 bed aparts for rent. Sky TV, shared pool, 
long/short term. Special winter rates. Tel: 
087 237 1716.

LUXURY 2 bed bungalow for holiday lets, 
short or long stays, all mod cons, suitable 
for wheelchairs, in beautiful surroundings at 
Knock, Mayo, 087 640 6588.

APARTMENT to rent in Medjugorje 3-bed-
room. Lift access. All mod cons. 5 mins from 
church. Tel: 086 105 5388.

MEDJUGORJE Local family accom.  
16 en-suite rooms; groups welcome too. 
Contact Christina 0044 77142 64849, 
viber, whats-up email: ostojic.ivan@tel.net.
ba Facebook guest house JanjaOstojic.

MISCELLANEOUS

HEALTH and wellness company requires 
help, flexible hours work from home. Part 
time and full time earnings available, email 
ark@flp.com or phone Anita 087 062 4108.

DO you suffer from aches and pains? Why 
not call and find out about our amazing 
supplement called Move? Phone Anita  
087 062 4108 or email ark@flp.com

CLASSICAL Hebrew. Beginners course, 
every Monday, 8-9pm. Commencing 
Monday 28th October, email: info@castle-
cootehouse.co.

PERSONAL

TALL, attractive female, treasure, late 60s, 
NSSD, VGSOH, likes eating out, reading. 
Wltm tall, humourous, easy-going male.  
Box 2901.

NORTHERN  single lady, 33 years, 5’7”,  
no ties, wltm male for friendship/relation-
ship, 33-40 years. Box 2902.

PILGRIMAGES

FATIMA Easter 8-13 April 2020; also Feast 
Day of Our Lady of Fatima 10–14 May; also 
Fatima 7-12 June and Fatima for Feast of 
Miracle of Sun 10–17 October. Contact 
James Treacy 086 057 2216.

MEDJUGORJE 2020, 10th April, €700 
with Fr. Oliver Devine. 9th September 
€695 with Fr. Paul Casey. Call Anna Brady  
049 433 6291.

ANNIVERSARY pin Medjugorje 2020, 24 
June, E675 before 1st Feb, accompanied by 
Fr. Liam Lawton. Call Maureen Maher 087 
2073406.

FATIMA 11th-18th May, 2020, ex Dublin, 
7 nights, full board. Hotel Cinquentenario. 
Discount €100, if booked by 13th Dec, 
2019. Tel: Maura 086 806 9891.

DIRECT Knock to Mostar-Medjugorje,  
30 September 2020, E695 before 1st 
Feb, accompanied by Fr. Michael Quinn.  
Call Dominic Lynch 087 248 3212.

DIRECT Dublin to Mostar-Medjugorje,  
17 June 2020, €665 before 1st Feb. Call 
Marie Fogarty 087 282 6088.

RELIGIOUS

HOLYFACE Reparation books, medals, & 
various scapulars. Write to: Michael Gormley, 
68 Melvin Rd, Terenure, Dublin 6W.

THINKING about a vocation? Interested in 
knowing about the Dominican friars? Visit 
www.dominicans.ie

RETREAT House in St. Benedict’s Priory, 
Cobh run by Benedictine Nuns. Daily Mass, 
Day and Night Adoration, Monastic Liturgy, 
stunning views of Cobh Harbour, beauti-
ful Bible Garden, Library, meals provided. 
For more information contact the guest 
mistress: 021 4811354 email: cobhtyburn-
convent@gmail.com

I WANT  to meet a priest or layperson, who 
is an exorcist to bless a property. Box 2903.

THANKSGIVING

THANKS to the Sacred Heart of Jesus for 
favours received. An.

GRATEFUL thanks to St. Jude for many 
favours granted. JB.

USEFUL SERVICES

ALL unwanted home waste removed. 
Cookers, fridges, beds, suites, wardrobes, 
carpets, etc, removed and disposed of in 
proper manner. No job too small or big. 
Contact Tommy 087 640 6015.

REFACE your kitchen. We change 
kitchen cabinet doors, and worktops. Free 
estimates. Tel: 01 862 4647.

TYPEWRITERS & dictating machines, 
repairs, sales, ribbons, most makes,  
Tel: 01 830 9333.

GREENTEAM Trees felled, paving, fenc-
ing, overgrown gardens, different styles of 
pebble stone. Garage, house and garden 
clearance. Tel: 01 485 3931. Website: 
greenteamtreesandgroundwork.ie

CHAIN saws new & used, including spares 
& repairs. Also hog splitters, chopper 
shredders & everything for feeding & han-
dling sheep. B. Esmonde Machinery 0402 
37182. Nationwide deliveries.

CLASSIFIEDS
€1 per word;  
Box No. €3.00 extra

BREDA: 01 404 8187

MEDJUGORJE 
2020

12th May, 8 nights,
Spiritual Dir. €629 pps

14th October, 9 nights,
Dublin direct to Mostar

Spiritual Dir.

Please contact:
PAT & PHIL 087 223 8921

DONNA RONAYNE

Catholic schools will not be 
forced to teach elements of a 
newly revised sex education 

curriculum which conflict with 
their ethos, Education Minister 
Joe McHugh has said. Only time 
will tell if this government will 
keep its word.

Following the release of a report 
on the Review of Relationships and 
Sexuality Education in primary 
and post-primary schools today, 
Mr. McHugh said any curriculum 
change will require, obviously, 
careful consideration.

He said the Government is “very, 
very anxious” to ensure that the 
ethos of the school is central to any 

curriculum:
“The ethos will will be protected. 

Every school ethos, you know, has 
a different approach to this. But we 
want to embed in this that it is not 
a directive that every school has to 
follow a certain specific analysis of 
how we treat this subject,” he said.

At the same time, the Minister 
said the campaign that there was 
a ‘fake news’ campaign about the 
curriculum. If he is true to his word, 
we may never know what the future 
would have held, but what is true is 
that the World Health Organisation 
has guidelines that suggest four 
year olds can be taught very inap-
propriate things. 

Sr. Consilio Fitzgerald, the 
founder of Cuan Mhuire, 
was presented with the 5th 

Oireachtas Human Dignity Award 
at a ceremony in Leinster House 
on Thursday, 5th December.

She was honoured for her dec-
ades-long work with men and 
women suffering from addiction. 
Her foundation, Cuan Mhuire, 
provides addiction treatment 
services and residential rehabili-
tation to 3,000 people each year.  

The Human Dignity Award is 
presented annually by the Oire-
achtas Human Dignity Group to 
a person or group for exemplary 
commitment to the promotion of 
human dignity.

The award comes 53 years after 
Sr. Consilio began her work from 
a small room in the Convent of 

Mercy in Athy. The young Mercy 
Sister, who had trained as a nurse 
and midwife, was moved by the 
plight of the ‘men of the road’ 
who came to seek a night’s lodg-
ings in St. Vincent’s Hospital, 
Athy, where she was working. 

To cope with the growing num-
bers seeking her assistance, she 
soon opened a facility in the con-
vent’s dairy. Today, there are five 
treatment centres around Ire-
land, including a women-only 
facility in Cork, as well as seven 
transition facilities throughout 
the country.

Catherine Noone and 
Catherine Zappone attended 
a UN Population Fund 

conference in Nairobi, representing 
the Irish Government, designed 
to further a reproductive health 
(and abortion) agenda. They 
were accompanied by Francis 

Fitzgerald MEP and Dr. Rhona 
Mahony, all familiar faces who 
were instrumental in introducing 
abortion legislation in Ireland and 
repealing the 8th Amendment to 
the Constitution. All have some 
shared responsibility for the fact 
that abortions in Ireland have 

approximately tripled since the 8th 
was repealed. That is thousands  
of babies. 

Clearly they have learned from 
the Irish referendum, where for-
eign funding was a key factor in 
changing the narrative, and pro-
vided funding to the UN to host 
the conference. On a more positive 
note, Kenyans protested the con-
ference accusing the organisers 
of neo-colonialism and importing 
non-African values. 

GOOD NEWS 

Catholic Schools 
will not be forced 
to teach new RSE. 
Time will tell.

GOOD NEWS 
Sr. Consilio 
receives well-
earned award 
from Oireachtas 

BAD NEWS 
Irish government represents go to Nairobi 
to sell abortion. Kenyans protest

Joe McHugh, TD.
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Dear Dastardly Smithers, 

We really are doing some-
thing right. The UK 
abortion figures for 2018 

show a near 10% rise in repeat 
abortions, with a great number of 
women having their 5th, 6th or 
even 7th abortion. A grand total 
84,258 repeat abortions were pre-
formed in the UK in 2018. And 
obviously this statistic is inex-
tricably linked to Irish abortion 
statistics given the political situa-
tion and the repeal legislation.

Prolife groups claim the gov-
ernment is failing vulnerable 
women. I mean really – what do 
they expect. Any government that 
provides “safe and legal” abor-
tion access has failed women long 

ago. Safe and legal for who? Not 
her unborn child, that’s for sure. 
They are passing the buck. They 
are hiding from the reality that the 
prolife community has failed these 
women…and children.

So many – so-called – anti 
abortion movements, are hiding. 
Hiding themselves and the public 
from the horrible truth that is the 
reality of abortion. Too afraid. 
Too busy worrying about what 
people might think. Anxious not to 
offend. Not to cause controversy. 
Various facets of the prolife com-
munity are failing women, and it 
is only to our advantage. The proof 
is in the pudding … look at these 
statistics.

They say they don’t want to 
cause psychological damage to 

the post-abortive women. Yet 
they know statistically one third 
of abortions are repeat abortions. 
Their tactics are not working. 
Which is great for us. They are not 
helping these women but lead-
ing them, by their silence … and 
maybe, narcissism, to tragedy. 

If the people do not see, they 
will never know. And although we 
live in the google-age, the masses 
are selfish enough never to find 
out the truth for themselves. 
Truth is generally inconvenient. 
And none so much as the truth 
about abortion. They choose to be 
repulsed by the messenger, rather 
than face the message itself. They 
will never choose to face what 
they marched to legalise, danced 
on the streets for, and sang songs 

about. The gruesome, glorious, 
hypocrisy of it all: this truth, this 
inconvenient truth that so many 
hide from, even the ones standing 
against it.

As long as these people stay 
silent, meek on the side-lines, we 
won’t ever have to worry about 
that quote from William Wilber-
force: “They can look the other way 
but they can never say they never 
knew.” As long as most pro-life 
groups pertain to the status quo 
of silence, these stats will keep 
growing, women will keep having 
abortions, numbers will continue 
to rise, society will continue to 
break. It’s an easy life for us when 
good people stay silent.

Yours dreadfully,

Dumbag

Smithers, my fiendish colleague of tribulation
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DUMBAG WRITES...  LETTERS FROM A MASTER TO A TRAINEE TEMPTER

Dia dhaoibh a pháistí,
I hope you all had a peaceful and 

holy Christmas time. Santa told 
me just before he went back to the 
North Pole that you were all good 
boys and girls this year. Now he 
and the reindeer have to have a big 
rest until next Christmas to be able 
to deliver the gifts and presents to 
all the children of the world.

We are now into January in a 
brand new decade. How cool is 
that? In the new year we some-
times make a promise to ourselves 
to start doing new things. These 
are called resolutions. Sometimes 
we promise to help people more 
or even start to be better at school, 
or to help our parents with chores 
around the house.

It’s important to remember that 
we can ask God for help when start-
ing new things. Sometimes starting 
new things can be scary. Some-
times we don’t know how to start. 
As Jesus’ friend and disciple Mat-
thew said “with God all things are 
possible”.

Slán go fóill,  Aisling

ACROSS
7. A speaker, or a hill (6)
8. A golfer but not a driver? (6)
10. Tell a story about Dracula (7)
11. Works hard to record in the ship (5)
12. A real crazy baron (4)
13. Bore leaves doctor unwell (5)
17. Ban sliced bread! (5)
18. Give stern notice of battle to the north (4)
22. Excuse for one in Bali perhaps (5)
23. Coming down from the top of the stairs (7)
24. Cold that is somehow easy to manage (6)
25. Energy in a factory that produces Mercury,  

for example (6)

DOWN
1. One jury out on a trip (7)
2.  500 replies we hear for those who go to the ball (7)
3. This plant means much to you and me (5)
4. Sounds like this seafood will give youstrength (7)
5. Bend down to find nothing in the broken pots (5)
6. Infatuating drink? (5)
9. Eastern bird is a friend forever (9)
14. Clive, he smashed up a car! (7)
15. Make allowances when the Spanish leave 

relations (7)
16. It’s said these horsemen are never to be seen by 

day? (7)
19. Big and small groups (5)
20. Use your thumb to fasten? (5)
21. Disturbed angel fish (5)SOLUTION TO DECEMBER CROSSWORD: 

ACROSS: 1. Herald 4. Echoes 8. Caddy 9. Screens 
10. Lucerne 11. Binge 12. Loudmouth 17. Champ  
19. Rotunda 21. Overrun 22. Agree 23. Latest  
24. Glider. DOWN: 1. Heckle 2. Radical 3. Layer 5. Caribou  
6. Ocean 7. Sussex 9. Steam iron 13. Umpires  
14. Hundred 15. School 16. Career 18. Adept 20. Trail.

KidsKids Corner Corner PRIZE CROSSWORD

Solution to ALIVE! St. Mary’s Priory, Tallaght, Dublin 24.

Return to ALIVE! St. Mary’s Priory, Tallaght, Dublin 24.

€25 CRYPTIC CLUES: €25 for the first correct entry out  
of the bag. Entries before Monday, 13th January 2020.  
One entry per family. Winner & answers next month. NO. 241

NAME

ADDRESS

 TELEPHONE

DECEMBER CROSSWORD WINNER: 
Mark Supple,  

Abbeycourt, Fr. Russell Road, 
Limerick

✃

COLOURING COMPETITION - WIN €10 194

NAME

ADDRESS

 AGE

✃

COLOURING  
COMPETITION WINNER FOR  

DECEMBER WAS: 
Patrick O’Connor, 

Seabury Green, Malahide, 
Co. Dublin Age 6.
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Solutions to December Crossword:

1

7 8

9

10 11

12 13

18

19 20 21

22 23

24

14 15 16

17

2 3 4 5 6

25

28 29

ACROSS
7. A speaker, or a hill (6)
8. A golfer but not a driver? (6)
10. Tell a story about Dracula (7)
11. Works hard to record in the ship (5)
12. A real crazy baron (4)
13. Bore leaves doctor unwell (5)
17. Ban sliced bread! (5)
18. Give stern notice of battle to the north (4)
22. Excuse for one in Bali perhaps (5)
23. Coming down from the top of the stairs (7)
24. Cold that is somehow easy to manage (6)
25. Energy in a factory that produces Mercury, for 

example (6)

DOWN
1. One jury out on a trip (7)
2. 500 replies we hear for those who go to the ball (7)
3. This plant means much to you and me (5)
4. Sounds like this seafood will give youstrength (7)
5. Bend down to find nothing in the broken pots (5)
6. Infatuating drink? (5)
9. Eastern bird is a friend forever (9)
14. Clive, he smashed up a car! (7)
15. Make allowances when the Spanish leave 

relations (7)
16. It’s said these horsemen are never to be seen by 

day? (7)
19. Big and small groups (5)
20. Use your thumb to fasten? (5)
21. Disturbed angel fish (5)

Across: 1. Herald 4. Echoes 8. Caddy 9.
Screens 10. Lucerne 11. Binge 12. Loud-
mouth 17. Champ 19. Rotunda 21.
Overrun 22. Agree 23. Latest 24. Glider.

Down: 1. Heckle 2. Radical 3. Layer 5.
Caribou 6. Ocean 7. Sussex 9. Steam
iron 13. Umpires 14.Hundred 15. School
16. Career 18. Adept 20. Trail.

WHO AM I? (RIDDLE)

I led the Israelites out of Egypt. And went up 
Mount Sinai alone, I came back down with 10 
commandments written on tablets of stone.

ANSWER: MOSES

KIDS WORDSEARCH

January - Spring - Sunshine- 
Awaken- Bloom - Celebration 
- Renewal - Life
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Card No.

Name:

Address:

Signature: Date:

Phone: Email:

or debit my:    Mastercard      Visa

Please make a cheque / postal order payable to HLI Ireland.

 I would like to receive your newsletters & up-dates on this and all your projects.
 Please send me your standing order form for a monthly standing order in support 
of this work.

Valid from: Expiry:

YES Patrick! 
Please tick ...

  Please send me  (insert no.) 
Rosary calendars right away.

  I will pray a rosary every day for 
Ireland’s return to God and collapse 
of evil.

  My family registers as one family 
saying rosary every day.

  Please send me a Blessed Holy Face 
of Jesus medal to wear every day as 
an act of reparation.

  I enclose donation   
towards cost of this campaign.

  Yes! Send me your monthly 
informational newsletters.

Please cut out and post to: Human Life International Ireland, Guadalupe Centre, Main Street Knock, Co Mayo 
TEL 094 937 5993   EMAIL mail@humanlife.ie  WEB www.humanlife.ie   CHY 11138   REG. CHARITY NO. 20029814

CUT OUT REPLY
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ARE YOU ON THE 
WINNING TEAM?
“The Rosary is the “weapon” for these times” 
ST. PADRE PIO

Are you concerned about your children 
straying from the faith?

Worried about sexual ideology 
imposed in schools?

Ireland is NOT lost!

“The rosary is a powerful weapon to 
put demons to fl ight…” said Pope Pius 
XI.

Despite the manifest depravity 
increasingly showing its ugly face, 
it’s clear something is still holding 
back the powers of hell from all the 
destruction they would dearly love to 
infl ict on Ireland.

Parents can fi ght for the souls of 
their children! You and I can fi ght for 
Ireland’s Catholic faith. Don’t let the 
secular powers suck your hope! 

Regarding loss of faith of our children, 
St. Louise de Marillac’s stirring words 
tell us: 

“When parents pray the rosary, at the 
end of each decade they should hold 
the rosary aloft and say to her (Our 
Lady), “With these beads bind my 
children to your Immaculate Heart,” 
- she will attend to their souls.”

Join the fi ght – order your rosary 
calendar 2020 below – and let’s 
pushback the powers of evil!

“If there were one 
million families 
praying the Rosary 
every day, the entire 
world would be saved!”
Pope St. Pius X

Would you register as being one of 
the “million families” and let’s build 
one million families across the 
world praying the rosary. Let’s be 
a “crusader” for the Family.

The Rosary is holding back the powers 
of evil. Bishop Athanasius Schneider 
made the comment after the Irish 
abortion referendum two years ago 
that – in spite of circumstances around 
you - if you walk with Christ – you win. 

In the year 2000, you the Irish people 
prayed ONE MILLION rosaries in our 
national rosary campaign. Let’s do 
it again!

In this rosary campaign we are praying 
for Ireland’s return to God, the grace 
of chastity, love of marriage, rejection 
of sin, collapse of the powers of evil 
and fl owering of good in Ireland and 
the world.

Sr. Lucia of Fatima told us: “There is 
no problem, no matter how diffi  cult…
that cannot be solved by the Rosary.” 
Pope Pius IX said: “Give me an army 
saying the Rosary and I will conquer 
the world.”

Order 10, 50, 200 rosary calendars for 
distribution to your parish, friends, 
prayer group.

Join this campaign and we will present 
your intentions to Our Lady in Knock 
next Dec 12th, Feast day of Our Lady 
of Guadalupe.

Your prayers have ALREADY had 
great eff ect. Evil trembles at your 
rosaries. Conversions are happening 
everywhere. Let’s be bold. Let’s do this 
together. Order your rosary calendars 
right away below.

Every Blessing,

Patrick McCrystal
Executive Director
Human Life International (Ireland)

Take up arms - 
Order your 2020 Rosary calendar RIGHT AWAY!

Order 20, 40, 100 rosary calendars today!

For an Ireland where:
- God is First
- Life is Sacred
- The Family is 

Cherished

€


