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JACK WALSH

“A few years ago, I was 
working as a waste 
contractor in Dublin. 

A man called me and asked me 
to clear out the content of his 
recently deceased sister’s house. 
When I was clearing the house 
out I spotted a book beside a 
pile of rubbish in the kitchen 
and what a treasure I found”. 

These are the words of Damian 
Richardson who is re-releas-
ing that treasure: a book titled 
‘Our Martyrs’, with a brand new 
look. A book that on its initial 
release was hugely popular in 
Ireland over 100 years ago.  

First compiled in 1896 by Fr. 
Dennis Murphy S.J., the book 
is a record of all those who 
shed their blood for the Catho-
lic Faith under the Penal laws  
in Ireland. 

It details eye witness accounts 
of 264 individual Martyrdoms 
along with massacres of groups 
of Martyrs from every corner of 
Ireland between 1535 to 1691.

“I was speechless when I first 
read the book, as I could not 
believe the bravery and courage 
of these Irish Men and Women 
defending their Catholic faith to 
their death”, said Damian.

All proceeds from the sale of 
the book goes towards Aid to 
The Church in Need.

“The angel of the Lord appears to 
the shepherds and the glory of the 
Lord shines around them. “They 
were filled with fear” (Lk 2:9). 

But the angel takes away their fear 
and announces to them “a great joy, 
which will come to all the people; 
for to you is born this day in the city 
of David, a Saviour, who is Christ 
the Lord”. They are told that, as a 
sign, they will find a child wrapped 
in swaddling cloths and lying in a 
manger. “And suddenly there was 
with the angel a multitude of the 
heavenly host praising God and 
saying, ‘Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace among men with 
whom he is pleased’”. 

According to the evangelist, the 
angels “said” this. But Christian-
ity has always understood that the 
speech of angels is actually song, in 
which all the glory of the great joy 
that they proclaim becomes tan-
gibly present. And so, from that 
moment, the angels’ song of praise 
has never gone silent.” – 

Pope Benedict XVI, Jesus of 
Nazareth, Volume III.

Cover Photo:  ‘Virgin and Child’ 
by the Master of Nativity of Castello.

From trash to treasure

Damian with Michael Kinsella of Aid to the Church in Need with the newly designed book ‘Our Martyrs’.

Organising committee: Kathy Sinnott, Ann Carroll and John Joe Murphy.
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LIAM O’CONNOR

On the 1st of January 2020, people 
around Ireland are being encouraged 
to attend Mass in their Parishes to cel-

ebrate the Solemnity of Mary the Mother of 
God to be followed by a Holy Hour, which 
will include the Rosary and a prayer of Con-
secration to Our Lady, which was composed 
by Archbishop Eamon Martin. 

This prayer initiative is for Life and Faith 
in Ireland and has been organised by the 

Rosary on the Coast Team. This is an excit-
ing follow-on from the coastal rosary, which 
saw thousands take part at over 250 locations 
across Ireland this year.

“Why not make a resolution now to start 
2020 by joining in this exciting Prayer initia-
tive”. said former MEP Kathy Sinnott, one of 
the organisers of the event.

A special prayer programme has been 
drawn up by the organisers. For more infor-
mation and to register your Parish see  
www.coastalrosaryireland.ie

A New Year’s resolution!

(01) 878 8159   |  (028) 956 80005  |  info@marian.ie
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Bookings before Feb 1st 2020 will avail of the €50 discount included in the above prices. Early booking 
discount is not available for Easter, Youth Week or departures from Belfast. 

Direct flights to Mostar Airport commence May 20 only 30mins from Medjugorje

€639 €645 €625

€665 €685 €599

Medjugorje 2020
Now Flying Direct to

Mostar-Medjugorje

Departures from Cork, Dublin, Knock and Shannon
Arrive in Medjugorje in Half the Time
Book before 1st February 2020 to receive €50 off 

Licenced by the Commission for Aviation Regulation TO142
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JOE WALSH TOURS SAN GIOVANNI ROTONDO

Licenced by the Commission for Aviation Regulation, TO 052 and TA 0689

4 NIGHT MINI-BREAKS 2020
• 13 April, 13 September  

& 20 September 2020
• 1 night Benevento & 3 nights  

San Giovanni Rotondo

• Fully escorted & all meals included

For more information, please see: www.joewalshtours.ie  |  info@joewalshtours.ie

3 NIGHT MINI-BREAKS 2020
• 1 May, 29 May & 31 July 2020

• Fully escorted pilgrimages

• All meals included

• Flying from Dublin

CALL
01 241 0800
FOR MORE INFO!

€

€599
pps

€

€649
pps

LIAM O’CONNOR

Exodus 90 is based on a 
90-day challenge for men 
discerning a vocation, pre-

paring for marriage, or for those 
who are seeking to overcome cer-
tain attachments.

The challenge includes prayer 
for up to an hour every day, and 
penance. The penance includes, 
for 90 days: cold showers; no 
alcohol; no desserts & sweets; 
no eating between meals; no soft 
drinks; no television or movies; 

only music that lifts the soul to 
God; no televised sports and 
computer for work/school only. 

It is also recommended that 
men do it together as a group/
fraternity, and meet once a week 
to encourage and support each 
other.

Exodus 90 arose in response to 
a profound need: the formation of 
young priests in a Seminary in the 
US. It was piloted by ten differ-
ent groups of seminarians from  
2013-2015. 

Since that time, more than 
15,000 men have registered in 

Exodus 90 fraternities across 
every state of the U.S.A.; and also 
in Canada, Mexico, Brazil, Eng-
land, France, Slovakia, and in 
2019 in Ireland.

Three fraternities have recently 
been started in Cork and they are 
due to finish on Christmas Day. 
“It is a challenge, but it is also 
an opportunity for men to come 
together to pray and share their 
spiritual trails and journey”, says 
Caoimhín Lacken, one of those 
participating in Cork.

Why not start one in your 
parish today?

Cold showers for 90 days!

(Left to Right) Peter, Jack, Patrick, Adrian, Matthew, Ficahra, Caoimhín and Alejandro at an Exodus 90 fraternity 
that meets in St Mary’s, Pope’s Quay, Cork, every Tuesday.
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CILLIAN KELLY

“Into the Breach” was the name 
of a Catholic mens’ conference 
that was held in the Emmaus 

Centre in Dublin recently. Guest 
speakers included Fr. Conor 

McDonough OP, Tony Foy of Net 
Ministries Ireland, Fr. Patrick 
Cahill from the Holy Family Mis-
sion, and Mike Shortt - An Tobar 
Nua. 

Bishop of Waterford & Lismore 
Alphonsus Cullinane, who cele-
brated Mass for the group, said 

that “men need to encourage one 
another to join together with a 
common cause, to turn society 
around. There are so many men 
who have lost their identity. 

“A conference like this helps us 
to focus on the real need, for men 
to take responsibility to step up 
and be courageous, to stand up for 
Christ. Men are called to be fathers 
in the biological sense and the 
spiritual sense. And we cannot do 

this alone, we need to join together 
in friendship and work together. 

“The Church is a field hospital 
as Pope Francis tells us. A field 
hospital is a military term. There-
fore, Pope Francis is telling us that 
we are in a battle. Please God this 
conference will equip all who have 
attended to fight the good fight.”

Fr. Conor McDonough OP spoke 
on ‘Vulnerability’, pointing out that 
in vulnerability men recognize that 

they depend on others, accept the 
reality of who they are, and become 
not afraid to stand alone and live 
for others. He gave examples of 
vulnerable men such as Moses and 
St. Peter that were called to the ser-
vice of the Lord. 

Fr. Conor left the men with this 
question: “To become vulnerable 
like Christ, what armour do you 
have to let fall?”

A preparation for battle

A group of men, attending the conference, discussing a topic from the day.

Photo: Cillian Kelly.

BRIAN Ó CAITHNIA

A number of concerned 
citizens in Tuam invited his-
torian Brian Nugent to give a 

presentation on his book Tuamba-
bies: A Critical Look at the Tuam 
Children’s Home Scandal, at the 
Corralea Court Hotel.

The large conference room was 
nearly completely full as approxi-
mately sixty individuals attended 
the meeting. Included in the audi-
ence were most of the important 
names in advancing the “babies in 
septic tank” story.

Nugent delivered a detailed 
address and a lively question and 
answer section followed where, 
according to one attendee, “Mr. 
Nugent conclusively invalidated 
the unsubstantiated allegations 
that had been made against the 
Bon Secours Sisters.”

Surprisingly there have been 
calls on Twitter to suppress 
Mr. Nugent’s lecture under the 
forth-coming hate-crime legisla-
tion. 

His book is available to buy on 
www.lulu.com.

Do the Bon Secours Sisters 
deserve an apology?

Pointing to the facts. Brian Nugent pointing out the mistakes made with 
regards to the claimed burial ground of the Tuam babies.

Photo: Cillian Kelly.
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NIAMH  
UÍ BHRIAIN

Re c e n t l y , 
former Pres-
ident turned 

Church-basher-in-chief, Mary 
McAleese spoke at a Trinity College 
conference entitled ‘Women the 
Vatican Couldn’t Silence’. As the 
name implies, this was a confer-
ence about how awful the Church 
is, and, by way of contrast, how 
brave it is of rich, powerful privi-
leged women like Mary McAleese 
to speak out against the patriarchy.  

Ms McAleese came prepared for 
high drama. In the course of the 
discussion she called the audience 
to attention while she read out a 
section of a book written by Saint 
Pope John Paul II called Love and 

Responsibility, because, she said, 
she wanted the audience to hear 
what the Pope had written about 
sex and marriage. 

The quote was shocking. “It’s 
the very nature of the act that the 
man plays the active role and takes 
the initiative while the woman is 
a comparatively passive partner 
whose function it is to accept and 
experience. For the purpose of the 
sexual act it is enough for her to be 
passive and unresisting so much 
so that it can even take place with-
out her volition, while she is in a 
state in which she has no aware-
ness at all of what is happening, 
for instance when she is asleep or 
unconscious,” she read. 

Not surprisingly, there were 
gasps of dismay and horror around 
the room. With dramatic flour-
ish, Mrs McAleese then said that 

a priest had been so horrified at 
the book that he had questioned 
whether this was Catholic teaching, 
and said it sounded more like rape. 
The very strong implication was 
that John Paul II had supported a 
horrendous view of sex in marriage 
that amounted to rape. 

But here’s the problem. John 
Paul II never said that was how he 
morally viewed sex in marriage - 

he was self-consciously offering a 
purely physiological description of 
sex in the passage Mary McAleese 
quoted. In fact, he clearly explained 
- both prior to the quoted pas-
sage and on the very next page of 
the same book - that he absolutely 
rejected this purely biological and 
unethical understanding of sex. 

The Pope wrote that an ethical 
view of sex requires love, and that 

intercourse should involve mutual 
respect and harmony between both 
partners. Sexual intimacy is about 
the reciprocal relationship between 
people, not merely bodies.  

It is absolutely extraordinary 
that John Paul II was misrepre-
sented in this way - and that none 
of the media who reported Ms 
McAleese’s words from the confer-
ence bothered to query the quote 
for themselves.    

Of course, the person who bears 
the real responsibility for fact-check-
ing is the former President. 

Ms McAleese has worked as a 
lawyer and a journalist, and has 
also completed a doctorate in 
Canon Law. It is very strange that 
she seems to have misspoken in 
a way that leaves John Paul II 
accused of approving of rape. 

The charitable thing to believe 
is that this was a genuine mistake 
- albeit one that cast a horrible 
slur against a revered Pope.  Ms 
McAleese should now do the 
decent thing and apologise.

DONAL REDMOND

In no less than a few years since 
the legislation against blasphemy 
was removed – considered to be 

antiquated, unnecessary, a restric-
tion on free speech – the same 
government is now seeking to 
tighten its ‘hate speech’ legislation.

A public consultation is currently 
open, with the option of either 
sending a written submission or fill-
ing out a brief survey (and if you are 
lucky enough to be an ‘ngo’, you get 
a special consultation). There is an 
associated ‘consultation document’ 
for you to read in order to under-
stand what the government wish 
you to understand about the issue. 

It tells you that the ‘Prohibition 
of Incitement to Hatred’ legisla-
tion from 1989 needs updating. It 
mixes ‘incitement to hatred’ with 
‘hate-speech’, using the terms 
interchangeably, though with dif-
ferent connotations. 

It then tells you that the 
law has a low prosecution 
rate, therefore should 
possibly be changed to 
make it more effective. 
That is, to catch more 
people out at being haters. 
Even though they don’t fall 
under that bracket under 
the current law.

Except, that it also confuses 
(and puts in the same bracket) 
hate speech with a range of other 
things: prejudice, bias, intolerance. 
The government seeks to be intol-
erant of intolerance so that it can 

form a tolerant society. 
Remember, Einstein said 

“Common sense is the collection 
of prejudices acquired by age 
eighteen.”

The government also wants an 
‘inclusive society’ – but not one 
inclusive of views that have bias, 
intolerance, or common sense 
(prejudice). 

A little later, we are 
told that: ‘The law on 
incitement to hatred 
sits within a wide body 
of international and 
Irish law designed 
to protect against 
racism, harassment, 
discrimination, 
defamation… to combat 
prejudice or hostility’. 
Prejudice, bias, racism, 
hostility- they are all 
lumped in together, and 
the government wants 
to stop these using one 
blunt instrument called 
‘hate speech’.

Plus, it confuses hate speech 
with hate crime – although there 
is no hate crime under the law in 
Ireland. How strange is it that the 
Department of Justice can say 
“If you wish to include material 
relating to hate crime in your sub-
mission on this consultation, please 
feel free to do so” even though it 
says, on one hand that hate speech 
and hate crimes are legally distinct, 
while on the other, there is no such 
thing as ‘hate crime’ under the law. 

And rightly so. 
But overall, the Dept of Jus-

tice contend: “The impact of hate 
speech is especially serious as it 
has a ripple effect which spreads 
far beyond the individual victim 
… Hate speech therefore impacts 
on the cohesion and fabric of 
our shared community”. This is 
a loaded statement, giving the 
impression that if the force of 
law is not used, we risk the bal-
kanisation of Ireland, which is an 
absolute nonsense. 

Unaddressed here is the issue 
of how the suppression of speech 
actually undermines the cohe-
sion of society, where the public 
square becomes a place of fear, 
where people cannot say what the 
feel and are driven underground, 
and totalitarian speech monitor-
ing forces people into ghettos and 
behind closed doors, where ideas 
are not put under scrutiny by argu-
mentation but instead fester. 

“Hate speech facilitates, and can 
lead to, hate crime. In itself it can 
cause great distress or injury. It val-
idates prejudice and can be used 
by individuals or groups to organ-
ise and campaign for their cause 
or raise funds to perpetuate and 
escalate the hateful climate they 
wish to promote.” While unclear 
how speech can cause injury, the 
assertion that law is needed not to 
address a crime, but to address a 
perceived, potential, possible con-
sequence, with further potential 
consequences later down the line, 
that may come from the use of the 
aforesaid ‘speech’. The law is meant 
to address specific actions not possi-
ble long-term knock-on effects that 
can never really be known, where 
there may not even be an intention 

to break a law, just a mere possibil-
ity, a long way down the line.

The DoJ is also suggesting 
removing intention from the inter-
pretation of hate speech. Intent 
is a fundamental part of the law. 
If intention is removed, particu-
larly as the ‘hatred’ is subject to 
how it is perceived, it may not be 
intended hatred, or incitement 
(forgetting for now that we don’t 
even have a definition of hatred) 
and subject then to how others 
decide to respond to it. If intention 
is removed, anything one says can 
or could be interpreted as being 
‘hate speech’ irrespective of what is 
meant by it

And with all of this, the 
DoJ never provides a 
working definition of hate 
speech, leaving that to be 
decided later. By whom? 
Probably the NGOs that 
get a special consultation 
with the Minister, in their 
privileged position of 
being government funded 
lobby groups with special, 
and vested, interests.

The most worrying aspect of all 
this is that it is the DoJ facilitating 
this consultation using inconsist-
ent language, conflating issues, 
being non-specific, in a manner 
that is completely at odds with 
how the law should be devised 
and interpreted. Instead of clar-
ity, there is a muddle- the type of 
muddle that you may expect to 
find in an undergraduate social 
sciences essay.

Instead of a law against hate 
speech, there should be one against 
such hatefully poor writing. 

Send a written submission to 
HateSpeechConsultation@justice.
ie before 13th December 2019 at 
http://www.justice.ie/en/JELR/
Pages/Hate_Speech_Public_Con-
sultation 

Mary McAleese and the  
slur on Pope John Paul II 

Hate speech? Hate words and 
sentences that make no sense

Former President McAleese in Mc Kee Barracks following  
a Carol Service in Arbour Hill in 2009.

P
ho

to
: I

ri
sh

 D
ef

en
ce

 F
or

ce
s.

is an exciting new media platform 
for Life, Faith, Family & Freedom

Be part of it!
Call 01 8730465 to donate  
Challenge the consensus

See www.gript.ie

Charlie Flanagan in 2014.



Q: I want to go deeper in my prayer 
life, but I’m not sure how to start. 
What is my first step?

A: Your first step is the one in front of you. 
I know that sounds like I’m out of the TV 
show Kung Fu, young grasshopper, but it is 
true. We all find ourselves at different start-
ing points. That means that our first step is 
going to be our own; it is going to be very per-
sonal and unique to ourselves.

And yet, there are some general guidelines 
that might apply to your case. A potential 
first might be your image of God. I cannot 
stress how important this is to get right. Not 
only because God deserves to be known as 
He has revealed Himself, but also because 
this will shape every subsequent step. If we 
are under the impression that God needs 
to be bribed into loving us, or manipu-
lated into helping us, or placated when His 
“fragile ego” is bruised, then that will shape  
our prayer. 

This is the false image of the gods pre-
sented in the Greek and Roman myths: the 
gods were fickle, they couldn’t be trusted, 
their “love” was arbitrary. It is represented 
quite well in the movie The Clash of the 
Titans. In it, the main message is: “The gods 
need us. We grow more powerful the less we 
pay attention to them.”

The Christian counterpoint to this could 
be expressed in the Catechism’s teaching 
that, “Whether we realise it or not, prayer 
is the encounter of God’s thirst with ours. 
God thirsts that we may thirst for Him” (CCC 
2560). God’s “thirst” for us is not arbitrary 
or needy. In His perfect self-sufficiency, God 

has made the irrevocable decision to choose 
us. This decision (this love) is constant, true, 
and free.

A second help step might be God’s image 
of us. Ask the question, “What does God 
think of me?” If we think that we are merely 
an annoyance to God, this will shape our 
prayer (it may even cause us to avoid 
prayer entirely!). God’s image of you: you 
are completely unique in all of creation, 
you are precious to God, you are worth 
loving. That last piece is critical. I will talk 
with many people who wrestle with this 
wound. They do not believe that they are 
worth loving, especially in their weakness 
and sin. This wound is in desperate need of 

healing and this lie is in desperate need of 
being exorcised.

With these two thoughts in mind, 
there is a need to take the follow-
ing step: in spite of the fact that God 
is infinitely patient with us and has 
irrevocably chosen us, it is our task to 
remove any known obstacles between 
us and God. Here are three possible 
obstacles: pride, unforgiveness, and 
distraction.

To root out pride, we must 
become humble. Humility 
means telling the truth. And the 
first truth is that there is a God 
and you are not Him. It means 
acknowledging that there is 
Someone infinitely “bigger” and 
infinitely better than you. And 
that this Someone believes that 
you are worth loving.

The refusal to forgive 
hardens our hearts to God, to 
others, and even makes it diffi-
cult to know ourselves. If I am 
aware that I hold bitterness 
in my heart, I need to make 
some effort to express that I am 
choosing to forgive. This can 
be extremely difficult (and will 
most likely have to be repeated 
many times in some cases!). 
Remember, forgiveness is not 
excusing someone’s actions, 
and it is not ignoring real pain. 
It is the choice to “will the good 
of the other”.

Distractions can be any-
thing that diverts our attention 
from what or who should have 
our attention at a given moment. 
If I invite distractions in so that 
I don’t have to think about the 

present, then I am most likely keeping God 
out of the moment and out of my life.

Keep in mind that these are just some very 
simple beginning steps. None of them can 
be taken without grace; that is, without the 
help of God. But remember, God wants to 
help you take each of these steps. And He is 
infinitely patient with us while we are learn-
ing to walk. 

Fr. Mike will be speaking at an Evangeli-
sation Conference in Cork, next May. Details 
to follow.

Questions and  
Answers with Fr. Mike
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ALIVE! NEEDS YOUR SUPPORT, PLEASE!

ANONYMOUS DONATIONS 

€320: MF; €250: An; €200: An; €100: An; BC Galway; €50: VA; Co. Offaly; 
FD; Star Monaghan; An; P&MC; J&JD; €25: MS Cobh; An; NM; €20: An; 
€15: MO’D; TO’B Westmeath; JM;  €10: AMcC; KW; An;

STG:  £100: MTC;

I wish to support ALIVE! Enclosed is my donation for

€1,000 €500 €250 €100
€50 €25 €15 other €

NAME

ADDRESS

TELEPHONE

Please send your donation to: ALIVE! St. Mary’s Priory, Tallaght, Dublin 24

✃

BLOCK 
CAPITALS 

PLEASE

All CREDIT CARD 
Payments accepted. CALL 01 404 8187

AIB, Tallaght  •  SORT CODE: 933317 
ACCOUNT NAME Alive Together  •  ACCOUNT NO: 29097-110 
IBAN IE61AIBK93331729097110  •  BIC BICAIBKIE2D

If 8,000 people contribute just €20 each we can continue for another year.
Special thanks to all of you who donated to ALIVE! during November.

DominicansThe

...the Greatest Gift
Truth!

Vocations Director - Fr Colm Mannion OP
Mobile: 086-0864420 | Email: colm.mannion@dominicans.ie

"What more wonderful gift is there to offer
to mankind than the Truth of the Gospel?"

- Robert Cardinal Sarah

JACK WALSH

“Fitness, penance, or to relax; many 
reasons why people do it”, remarked 
Martin, “but for those walking the 

St. Finbar Way, you can’t get away from its 
Christian roots”.

Martin was among a group of over thirty 
young Catholic men and women, along with 
a number of Dominicans, who recently com-
pleted a portion of the 36km ancient walk, as 
a spiritual exercise. 

They started with mass in Cork City and 
then drove to the starting point in Dri-
moleague where, according to local tradition, 
St. Finbarr arrived at in the 6th century, 
preached to the people to convert, after 

which he made his way to Gougane Barra. 
The group decided that to trek the 36km to 
Gougane Barra would be too much in one 
day so they settled for halfway.

Most ALIVE! readers will be familiar with 
the famous Catholic pilgrimage: Camino 
de Santiago, in Spain, however, many will 
be unaware that in Ireland there has been 
a recent revival of the ancient Irish pilgrim 
ways such as: Cnoc na dTobar and Cosáin na 
Naomh, Co Kerry; St. Kevin’s Way, Co Wick-
low and Tochar Phádraig, Co Mayo. 

And like the Camino de Santiago you can 
also receive an Irish Pilgrim Passport if you 
complete five of these Irish Pilgrim Paths.

To find out more check out www.
pilgrimpath.ie

Walking in the steps of St. Finbar

Young pilgrims cross the river near the beginning of St. Finbar’s Way.

Fr. Mike Schmitz
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JOE WALSH TOURS
7 NIGHT PILGRIMAGES TO MEDJUGORJE
MAY - OCTOBER DEPARTURE DATES

For more information call: 01 241 0800

www.joewalshtours.ie  |  Licenced by the Commission for Aviation Regulation, TO 052 and TA 0689

€100 off your 2020 
booking* 

EARLY 
BOOKING 

OFFER
*Terms & conditions apply. Applicable to 7 nights Medjugorje Pilgrimage only

If paid in full before December 13th 2019

CATHERINE O’TOOLE 

Arecent survey of 38 
paediatricians in the 
Netherlands found that 

the majority (32) favoured the 
legalisation of euthanasia for 
children aged 1-12 years old. This is 
the last group of children protected 
from assisted suicide under Dutch 
law. Children aged 13-16 can be 
euthanised with parental consent, 
while newborns up to 12 months 
can be euthanised involuntarily.

Some of the doctors gave reasons 
for their support of this drastic 
measure. “Especially with seriously 
ill children, whose dying phase can 
be accompanied by a lot of pain and 
suffering and whose death process 
can take weeks, a large number 
of parents and doctors have the 
desire to speed up or shorten that 
process” said Dr. Eduard Verha-
gen, one of the practitioners who 
took part in the survey. He esti-
mates that between 5 and 10 Dutch 
children would be eligible for such 
euthanasia every year.

The push for euthanasia con-
tinues despite the fact that some 
of its earliest proponents are now 
lamenting that things have gone 
too far. In a June 2017 interview, 
Boudewijn Chabot, a psychiatrist 
and an early advocate of assisted 
suicide, expressed concern at the 
rate at which mentally ill patients 
were being euthanised. He claims 
that legal safeguards for such vul-
nerable people have been eroded 
and that incidents of wrongful 
deaths are being concealed.

Such statements reveal what 
opponents of assisted suicide 
have argued all along – that it is 
the weakest and most vulnerable 
people in society who pay the price 
for introducing such measures. The 
assisted suicide of the young and 
mentally ill shows how often such 
people are robbed of their dignity 
– they are viewed as a burden and 
quietly snuffed out. 

Push for child 
euthanasia in the 
Netherlands

Firing of doctor for his 
religious beliefs lawful, 
says UK court

BRIAN MCGONAGLE

The prohibition on recognising 
same-sex unions was upheld 
by the Hong Kong Court 

of First Instance in a judgement 
handed down on October 25th.

Judge Anderson Chow com-
mented that “updating” the 
definition of marriage would have 
“far reaching consequences”, 
something which the court was 
not willing to accept. The chal-
lenge to the Hong Kong law came 
from a couple who claimed that 
their inability to enter into civil 
partnership or marriage violated 

their rights under the constitution.
Interestingly, Judge Chow 

noted that it is up to the legisla-
ture to properly decide on such 
fundamental matters. This can 
be contrasted with the cava-
lier approach adopted by the US 
Supreme Court in Obergefell v. 
Hodges, the case where the court 
took it upon itself to legalise gay 
marriage in America.

Asia, which is often perceived as 
a haven of traditional values, has 
also seen the legalisation of gay 
marriage. In June 2019 Taiwan 
was the first Asian country to 
legalise this practice.

CATHERINE O’TOOLE

Former Vice-President, 
and current Democrat 
presidential candidate, Joe 

Biden was recently denied Holy 
Communion at a Sunday Mass 
in South Carolina. Fr. Morey, 
the priest who refused Biden the 
Sacrament, based his decision 
on Biden’s ongoing support for 
abortion. Biden has voted against 
the Hyde Amendment, which 
prohibits using taxpayer monies to 
pay for abortion. He also promised 
to “eliminate all of the changes 
that this President [Trump] made” 
to family planning programs. 
Democrat presidents usually 
support America’s largest abortion 
provider Planned Parenthood

 Fr. Morey commented that 
“Holy Communion signifies we 
are one with God, each other and 
the Church. Our actions should 
reflect that. Any public figure who 
advocates for abortion places him-
self or herself outside of Church 
teaching. As a priest, it is my 
responsibility to minister to those 
souls entrusted to my care, and I 
must do so even in the most dif-
ficult situations. I will keep Mr. 
Biden in my prayers.”

Hong Kong court 
refuses to allow for  
gay marriage

Presidential 
candidate 
Joe Biden 
denied Holy 
Communion

BRIAN MCGONAGLE

In a recent ruling, a UK court 
upheld the decision of the NHS to 
terminate the employment of Dr 

David Mackereth, an emergency 
doctor who had worked with the 
government body for 26 years. 
Mackereth alleges that he was 
fired after he told his supervisor 
that he would not refer to a male 
patient as “madam”.  

During the hearings, Macka-
reth made it perfectly clear that 
he was sticking by his Christian 
principles. Moreover, he pointed 
out that there is no conclusive 
evidence that a person is able to 

change their biological gender, 
meaning that, in effect, if forced 
to use a different gender pronoun, 
he would only be pandering to an 
ideology. 

According to an article on the 
Daily Wire, the court ruled that 
“belief in Genesis 1:27, lack of 
belief in transgenderism and 
conscientious objection to trans-
genderism in our judgment are 
incompatible with human dignity 
and conflict with the fundamental 
rights of others, specifically here, 
transgender individuals.” Addi-
tionally, “in so far as those beliefs 
form part of his wider faith, his 
wider faith also does not satisfy 
the requirement of being worthy 

of respect in a democratic society”. 
Mackareth commented that he 

fully intends to appeal the ruling, 
particularly to uphold the freedom 
of Christians to act in accordance 
with their religious beliefs. He also 
claims that this ruling represents a 
danger to non-Christians, because 
it erodes freedom of thought and 
speech. 

Christian Concern, a Christian 
advocacy group in the UK, issued 
a press release stating that the 
Mackareth ruling “puts a belief in 
the Bible on a par with the racist 
and neo-Nazi ideologies which 
have been held to be ‘not worthy 
of respect in democratic society’ in 
earlier judicial decisions.”

Dr. David Mackereth.

Joe Biden, 2013.
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Need to examine role  
of online pornography in  
Ana Kriégel’s horrific death 

The two young men who murdered Ana 
Kriégel have been sentenced for this 
profoundly shocking and brutal killing. 

Ana’s parents have said that “forever is too 
short”, considering the horrendous crime 
against their beautiful, smiling daughter who 
has been taken from them so cruelly. It’s 
hard to imagine the depth of their suffering 
and their sorrow. 

Judge Paul McDermott observed that the 
two boys - they were 13 when they murdered 
Ana - came from loving, caring and stable 
homes. They had no history of mental illness. 
Yet they arranged and inflicted the most cal-
lous, prolonged and horrific violence on an 
innocent, defenceless girl. 

The judge also noted that the boys did not 
show remorse for what they had done, and 
that ‘Boy B’ tried to paint a negative picture 
of Ana in his evidence to Gardaí. 

The inexplicable violence perpetrated by 
the two boys against a girl they hardly knew, 
raises the issue of the negative and harmful 
effect of pornography on young minds. 

Boy A had more than 12,000 pornographic 
images on two mobile devices, and his online 
searches included “child porn” and “dark 

web”. The images found by Gardaí on his 
phones included men choking women. 

One social worker told Conor Gallagher 
of The Irish Times that extreme pornogra-
phy plays a major factor in many cases of 
sexual abuse or violence involving children. 
She also said that teachers are acknowledg-
ing increasing incidences of “inappropriate 
sexual talk and behaviour among children”.

The number of sexual assaults by children, 
and the number of rapes being reported is 
also growing year on year according to the 
Gardaí. Clearly the role of easily available, 
and increasingly explicit pornography should 
be a matter for serious concern. 

Social media and smart phones are 
making the problem worse, but the truth is 
that, in an age where everyone is terrified of 
appearing illiberal, children rarely hear that 
pornography is wrong, or that women should 
be respected and not seen as sex objects. 
Instead, popular culture is telling them that 
sex is purely recreational, and that as long as 
you wear a condom anything goes. For a lot 
of young minds, boundaries are confused and 
messages are mixed, with shocking results. 

Worryingly, Ana’s brutal murder has been 
used by some campaigners to push to make 
school children “porn literate”. However 
well-intentioned this may be, the harm being 
caused by pornography is because children 
are extremely ‘porn literate’ already and 
embracing this is not the solution.  
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DEREK RYAN

With the news that over 1.7 million 
embryos being stored for assisted 
reproduction in the UK have been 

discarded, the time for a real debate, answer-
ing some hard questions about assisted 
reproduction in Ireland is here. 

The figures released by UK Health Minis-
ter Lord Howe show that 3,546,818 human 
embryos have been created since August 
1991. These have produced only 235,480 
‘gestational sacs’ – evidence of successful 
implantation. As a result, 93 per cent of all 
embryos created – more than 3.3 million in 
all – are never used to generate a pregnancy. 
Of the embryos created, 839,325 were put 
into storage for future use and 2,071 were 
stored for donation to others. A further 5,876 
were set aside for scientific research. In all, 
1,388,443 embryos were implanted in the 
hope of beginning pregnancies. Just under 
one in six resulted in a pregnancy. Of the rest, 
1,691,090 were discarded unused and a fur-
ther 23,480 were discarded after being taken 
out of storage. The figures do not show how 
many of the successful implants resulted in 
pregnancies that went to term.

These revelations ought to be shocking. 
3.5m embryos, human beings in their earli-
est form have been created and 1.7m of them 
destroyed. Just thrown away. Nearly another 
million are sitting in storage. It is not long 
since this was a contested issue in Ireland. 
Experts and ethicists were divided. Assisted 
reproduction, the creation and destruction 
of embryos, IVF, surrogacy and other related 
issues were such that, as a nation, were to be 
debated. 

That debate never happened. The non-hu-
manity of the embryo has been decided by 
default as the country voted for abortion for 
children at much later stages of development. 
IVF as a practice has become commonplace 

and the issue of embryo destruction simply 
ignored. 

Catholic teaching is that these 
embryos are human life in 
its earliest form. Man should 
neither create these artificially 
and certainly not destroy them 
without a second thought. This 
makes uncomfortable reading for 
many but cannot be ignored.

Pope Francis, as recent as May 2018 said 
“Some branches of research, in fact, utilize 
human embryos, inevitably causing their 
destruction. But we know that no ends, even 
noble in themselves, such as a predicted 
utility for science, for other human beings 
or for society, can justify the destruction of 
human embryos”.

Dignatis Personae, the Church Instruction 
on Certain Bioethical Questions, states: “The 
Church recognizes the legitimacy of the desire 
for a child and understands the suffering of 
couples struggling with problems of fertility. 
Such a desire, however, should not override 
the dignity of every human life to the point 
of absolute supremacy. The desire for a child 
cannot justify the “production” of offspring, 

just as the desire not to have a child cannot 
justify the abandonment or destruction of a 
child once he or she has been conceived.”

While the news of the destruction of 1.7m 
embryos is ignored in Ireland, Health Min-
ister Simon Harris has announced that he is 
‘commencing’ sections of the Children and 
Family Relationships Act for the first time. 
This law, passed in 2015, governs, among 
other things, the legal relationships between 
children conceived via egg and sperm dona-
tion, and the ‘intended parents’. The embryo 
debate is bypassed and the ‘right’ of parents 
to have children supersedes all else. 

In response to this, David Quinn and the 
Iona Institute pose a few tough questions 
that ought to be put to Simon Harris.
1. Egg and sperm donation deliberately 

sever the link between a child and at least 
one biological parent. Are you saying the 
natural ties don’t matter?

2. The Children and Family Relationships 
Act allows for either a mother or a father 
to be deliberately cut from a child’s life. 
How do you defend that?

 3. If ‘love is all a child needs’, then why do 
adopted children often go looking for 
their natural parents?

4. Have you ever met campaigners for the 
rights of donor-conceived children, some 
of whom were themselves donor-con-
ceived? If not, why not?

5. Some feminists object to surrogacy in all 
forms, commercial and non-commercial. 
What do you have to say in response?

6. Some critics of surrogacy say it commod-
ifies children. What is your view of that?

7. Some critics of surrogacy say it exploits 
women because it is almost always poor 
women who become surrogates. What is 
your response?

8. The Government says it is against com-
mercial surrogacy but seems to have no 
plans to discourage couples going abroad 
to use commercial surrogacy. Why is that?

9. You have authorised the deliberate alter-
ation of birth certs so that the names of 
the natural parents need not appear. 
Given the adoption scandals of the past, 
how do you justify that?

10. Why is it ok to deprive a donor-conceived 
child knowledge of their biological par-
ents until they are 18?

11. Given that almost all donor-sperm and 
eggs come from outside the country, how 
realistic is it that donor-conceived chil-
dren will ever have a proper relationship 
with their donor-parent?

Some other questions that can be added to 
the list could be:
1. How many embryos have been created in 

Ireland?
2. How many have been destroyed?
3. How many are embryos are ‘orphaned’ 

with an unknown future?
4. How many have resulted in successful 

pregnancies?
5. How have the embryos been destroyed?

Given that society has deemed that the 
unborn child in the womb is no longer worth 
of protection, certainly for the first three 
months of gestation, and generally much 
later, it is clear that the human embryo 
has been considered nothing more than a 
consumable. 

Hard Questions for Simon Harris as 1.7m 
embryos thrown away in the UK

NATIONAL DIVINE MERCY 
CONFERENCE 2020
RDS, BALLSBRIDGE, DUBLIN 4

FRIDAY FEBRUARY 21st (evening only)

SATURDAY 22nd 
(9am to 9pm with special 3 o’clock 
reconciliation service)

& SUNDAY 23rd 
(9am to 5pm)

THEME

"Deliver us from evil.”  Amen.
(Matthew 6:13)

SPEAKERS INCLUDE
Fr. Pat Collins, Fr. Peter Glas 
(former Exorcist Southhampton Diocese) 

& Saturday night healing service 
with Fr. Brendan Walsh.

See www.divinemercyconference.com 
for more detailsand great free spiritual 
resources or follow us on Facebook.

Thank you for your prayer support for 
this very blessed annual event.
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WITH MARY SCOTT BORAS

One thing that has always 
frustrated me is that 
people put the real mean-

ing of Christmas aside and make 
it about themselves. It becomes 
about what they are going to 
receive. Kids don’t ask for what 
they want for Christmas anymore, 
they say what they are going to 
get and it is handed to them on 
the day. Christmas has become 
so focused on gifts that the whole 
day is based around that: setting 
up the tree, going shopping, send-
ing cards. 

This is all well and good but 
where do your priorities lie during 
Christmas?

The question posed to kids every 
Christmas is: “Did Santy get you 
what you asked for?” It seems as if 
Christmas is now just a day where 
we receive gifts. Christmas is with-
out a doubt a time for celebration 

but we tend to forget what we are 
celebrating: the birth of Jesus! 

Taking Jesus out of Christ-
mas takes away the fundamental 
reason for celebration. It is like a 
team celebrating when they have 
not achieved anything. So what 
are they partying for? We cele-
brate the birth of Jesus during 
Christmas, we do not celebrate 
Christmas during the birth of 
Jesus! (If this statement is hard 
to comprehend, I am talking 
about pushing Jesus to the back 
of Christmas instead of where he 
should be, which is at the front, as 
Christmas exists only because of 
and for Jesus).

At Christmas I have often 
seen, and received, cards that say 
“Happy X-mas”. Again, this takes 
away the very reason for celebra-
tion: Christ. They replace Christ 
with an X. People say that they say 

Xmas is just faster to write, but is 
the birth of Our Saviour not worth 
the effort of mentioning His name 
on His own birthday? 

I see society constantly trying to 
separate religion from Christmas 
but in reality that is not possible. 
All goodwill on Christmas comes 
from the birth of Jesus. It’s in the 
very name. Increasingly, there 
are fewer cards with the Nativity, 
or with Angels and with religious 
symbols. 

In fact, I could say Jesus is rarely 
mentioned. There is a trend to, in a 
sense, take Christ out of Christmas. 
In pursuit of tolerance, inclusive-
ness, and political correctness, 
some are attempting to obscure 
the Christian origins of Christmas 
- as if our society’s materialism has 
not already obscured the meaning 
of Christmas.

Whether they refer to it as 
“Xmas” or “the winter holidays” 
or something else, some will not 
be satisfied until the celebration is 
entirely secularized. 

Christmas is being exploited 
long before December even starts, 
making the day less special. It 
is our duty to defend Christmas 
and hold it true to its meaning. 
If somebody tries to change that 
we must defend it! If Christmas 
becomes just consumerism, it will 
leave us empty. 

As Saint Augustine said: “Lord, 
our hearts are restless until they 
rest in you.”

The real meaning of Christmas

As Catholics, we have a 
lovely tradition building up 
to Christmas. This is called 

Advent. Advent comes from the 
Latin word meaning “coming.” 
Jesus is coming, and Advent is 
intended to be a season of prepa-
ration for His arrival. 

We have Advent wreaths, 
Advent calendars and Nativ-
ity scenes (a three-dimensional 
depiction of the Nativity of Jesus). 
It is also called a crib, manger, or 
crèche. Typically, a large scale 
scene includes the Holy Family, 
angels, the Magi, the ox and the 
donkey, and an assortment of 
shepherds, villagers, servants, 
and others). 

The wreath’s symbolism of the 
advent (coming) of Light into the 
world is clear. The gradual lighting 
of the four candles, one on each 
Sunday of the Advent season, com-
bined with the liturgical colours of 
the candles help to symbolize our 
expectation and hope in Our Sav-
iour’s first coming into the world. 
Purple is the penitential colour 
used during Advent and Lent; rose 
is a liturgical color used only on 
Gaudete Sunday in Advent and 
Laetare Sunday in Lent. 

The wreath itself is also sym-
bolic. The circle of evergreen in 
which the candles are placed repre-
sents everlasting life. The nuts and 
cones used to decorate the wreath 
are symbolic of resurrection, and 
fruits represent the nourishing 
fruitfulness of the Christian life.

The Advent calendar follows 
the journey until the Birth of 
Christ. There are calendars that 
have chocolate behind each door, 
but I prefer the ones with pictures 
of religious scenes during Advent. 
This helps me focus on what 
Christmas is really about and not 
on myself receiving some choco-
late every day. 

If you don’t go to Mass on Christ-
mas day: GO! Not only is it your 
obligation as a Catholic but it gives 
Christmas its true meaning. It puts 
Jesus in the centre and you will be 
closest to him on his birthday!

A new year’s resolution is 
a wonderful tradition in 
which a person resolves 

to change an undesired trait or 
behaviour, to accomplish a per-
sonal goal, or otherwise improve 
their life.

I think it is a great thing to do, 
and I highly recommend it, as its 
sole purpose is to improve your 
life and make you a better person. 
Some common resolutions people 
make are: to pray more; to help 
more at home; to stop drinking 
or smoking; to spend quality time 
with friends and family; to start a 
healthier lifestyle; to help the sick 
and needy etc. 

If you are trying to improve 
your prayer-life, this is a perfect 
chance to start afresh. You can 
start with the basics, for example, 
going to Mass every Sunday, to go 
to Confession once a month, to 
pray every day, to learn about your 
Faith, to read Scripture and to 
help out in your local parish. Make 
small achievable goals

From my own experience new 
year’s resolutions have improved 
my life greatly, especially my 
prayer life. 

New Year’s 
Resolutions

Make Jesus the centre of Christmas

Institution of the Crib at Greccio by St. Francis of Assisi - Giotto di Bondone

DAVID REYNOLDS

Dr. Peter Boylan, gaining 
traction in advance of the 
release of his new book, 

has demanded that the National 
Maternity Hospital be put on hold 
until abortions are to be allowed. 

Irrespective of the cost that this 
might entail, as the hospital is 
anticipated to move well beyond 
the current estimate of €1.7bn, Dr. 
Boylan is adamant that it must be 
put on hold until it is clear that 
there will be no obstacles to abor-
tion and IVF in the hospital. 

Dr. Boylan’s argument is that the 
hospital site is still under religious 
control and that all work must be 
paused until agreement had been 
reached with the Vatican to “alien-
ate” the lands at St. Vincent’s”.

“The Board of St. Vincent’s Hos-
pital and the Sisters of Charity really 
need to produce credible documen-
tary evidence that they have sought 
and have achieved alienation and 
permission from the Vatican in 
order to transfer the assets into 
a vehicle, which will allow the 
building of a hospital in which con-
traception will be prescribed, IVF 
will be performed, abortions will 
be formed. And that’s the sticking 
issue that the Vatican are going to 
make a decision on,” he said. 

The Department of Health has 
said the St. Vincent’s Hospital 
Group was completing the process 
in which the Sisters of Charity reli-
gious order will withdraw from the 
group and transfer their sharehold-
ing to a new company St. Vincent’s 
Holdings CLG.

In a statement, the department 
said that the hospital group would 
lease the site on which the new 
facility will be built to the depart-
ment for 99 years. It said “this will 
allow the State to retain ownership 
of the new facility” and that the hos-
pital will have clinical, operational, 
financial and budgetary independ-
ence in the provision of maternity, 

gynaecology and neonatal services.
Yet, none of this suffices for 

Dr. Boylan. Despite the Religious 
Sisters having set-up, operated, 
delivered top class health care 
while the State was unable to, they 
are now, not only not to be thanked 
for this, not to have any recognition 
for walking away when demanded 
to the State and ‘modern’ Ireland, 
they are to be hounded out of the 
hospital, as if their presence be 
viewed as malevolent.

It is unbelievable that a former 
master of a maternity hospital would 
seek to delay the project that is to 
benefit women and their children for 
a guarantee that abortion services 
be made available, or because of his 
objection to a religious order being 
involved, despite founding the hos-
pital nearly 200 years ago. 

If it were the Sisters stating that 
the hospital be blocked because 
abortion services were to be pro-
vided, there would be outrage and 
uproar, with the Sisters undoubt-
edly vilified on every media forum. 

But when Dr. Boylan demands 
such measures, there is little con-
cern about abortion trumping 
maternity care. 

Abortion before 
maternity care

St. Vincents Hospital was established 
on this site on January 23rd, 1834 
by Mary Aikenhead Foundress of 
the Religious Sisters of Charity The 
hospital was founded for the service 
of the sick poor of Dublin and was 
open to “individuals of every sect 
and every creed” offering to all “equal 
advantages and equal attention” It 
was re-sited in 1970 at Elm Park.
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Is your marriage stressed, unloving or cold?
Have you stopped sharing how you feel with your spouse?

Retrouvaille is a programme to help at all stages of married life;
Improve communication & learn tools and skills for a happy marriage;

Learn to blend differences into a mutually satisfying relationship;
Recover your marriage from separation or divorce.

Next programme starts 7 – 9 February 2020

Learn from presenting married couples and their personal testimonies;

No personal disclosure is required on the programme!

www.retrouvaille.ie   
E info@retrouvaille.ie | 086 413 5440 | 01 495 3536 | 01 450 0922
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Ireland’s “uncrowned king”, 
Daniel O’Connell, died in 
Genoa in 1847 while making a 

pilgrimage to Rome. His famous 
dying instructions were: “My body 
to Ireland, my soul to Heaven and 
my heart to Rome.”

They expressed his love for his 
people, God and the Catholic faith. 
But RTÉ’s Olivia O’Leary knew 
better. “I always thought his heart 
probably was dedicated to Ireland 
rather than to Rome,” she told 
viewers.

“But then we would claim that, 
wouldn’t we?” she added. The “we” 
here may have been RTÉ and its 
anti-Catholic group-think.

Reviewing the recent TV series 
on the Liberator, presented by 
O’Leary, James Bradshaw noted 
that it did “a great service” in high-
lighting O’Connell’s place in Irish 
history, especially his part “in 
laying the foundations for our par-
liamentary democracy” (Position 
Papers, Oct 2019).

At one point O’Leary, in the 

House of Commons, recalled the 
drama “when the newly-elected 
MP for Clare calmly perused the 
anti-Catholic oath before shock-
ing the British politicians gathered 
there by boldly stating he would 
never recite it.”

His action eventually won eman-
cipation for Catholics in England 
as well as Ireland.

Bradshaw then turned to a more 
disturbing agenda at play in the 
programme, “one that is becom-
ing a hallmark of an increasing 
amount of RTÉ’s historical output,”  
he wrote.

BIGOTRY 
This output suppresses or twists 

the truth to produce a fake history 
that conforms to or promotes the 
agenda of our secularist elites.

It’s ironical that RTÉ should 
do this in a programme about a 
man who fought mightily to end 
anti-Catholic bigotry.

The driving force behind much 
of O’Connell’s political action was 

Catholicism. “Whether we are 
post-Catholic or not, this is the his-
torical truth of the matter,” said the 
reviewer.

He pointed out that as a young 
man O’Connell could have profited, 
as many others did, from renounc-
ing the Catholic religion and 
conforming to the Anglican church. 
But he didn’t, he stayed faithful.

For 300 years, Irish people 
resisted every pressure and incen-
tive to substitute Henry VIII’s 
religion for Catholicism. O’Connell 
was among them.

Yet “throughout both episodes of 
RTÉ’s Forgotten King of Ireland, 
[O’Leary] went to great lengths to 
minimise, ignore or twist O’Con-
nell’s record in this respect,” said 
Bradshaw.

The strategy to rejuvenate his 
reputation requires, it seems, “his 
post-mortem conversion to the 
ideals of Irish liberalism circa 2019.”

RTÉ viewers were told “with 
great solemnity” that O’Connell 
supported the separation of Church 

and State. And he did, “but not in 
the modern-day sense of opposing 
any role for religion in public life.” 

TITHE WAR
Indeed, the state at the time 

heavily taxed Irish Catholics to 
pay for the “established” Protes-
tant Church of Ireland. O’Connell 
opposed this injustice, and 
defended “many Catholics who 
were caught up in the raucous 
Tithe War.”

Bradshaw expects RTÉ to spend 

much energy in the coming years 
minimising the rights of Catholics 
to educate their children in the 
Faith. But it can never claim that 
O’Connell was on the same side.

His family made great efforts 
to give him a true Catholic educa-
tion, and “he supported religious 
schooling, going as far as to insist 
that denominational education 
exist at university level as well.”

On point after point Bradshaw 
hammered RTÉ’s bigoted distor-
tions. But few of those misled by 
the propaganda will read his piece. 
Nor, he noted, was this programme 
an isolated case.

Rather, “in recent years RTÉ has 
repeatedly attempted to weaponise 
the past through anti-Catholic dis-
tortions.” This happened in the 
1916 Rising drama called Rebellion 
(costing taxpayers €6 million), and 
again in Resistance, a War of Inde-
pendence yarn.

The station currently wants 
an extra €55 million per year 
from taxpayers. So bosses, Brad-
shaw observed, should reflect “on 
whether Catholics are a valued part 
of their target audience” or are “to 
be relentlessly targeted”.

Showing up RTÉ’s anti-Catholic fake history

Daniel O’Connell.

We need some standard if 
we are to be able to tell 
sane from insane behav-

iour. In the past we measured 
behaviour as good or evil but that 
today is avoided as “judgmental”. 
Now, “normal” is the standard.

Drawing on the experts, Wiki-
pedia, for example, says that 
“schizophrenia is a mental disor-
der characterised by abnormal 
behaviour ... and a decreased abil-
ity to understand reality.”

But who gets to decide what we 
will consider “abnormal” behav-
iour? Surely not psychiatrists?

Is it “normal”, for example, for 
students to cheat in an exam? 
For parents to have their children 
“minded” all day by strangers? For 
the media to use fake news to push 
an agenda?

Is it “normal” to cohabit without 
being married, to look for a high 
on drugs, or to believe in God yet 
disregard Him except in moments 

of need?
Is it the person who wants to 

protect unborn children or the one 
who votes to remove legal pro-
tection from them, who is acting 
“abnormally”?

In truth, the notion of “normal” 
doesn’t work here. So, we have 
ended up unable to tell sanity 
from madness. 

And that will continue until we 
tackle the reluctance, even the ina-
bility in today’s society, to judge 
behaviour as good or evil.

Large numbers of people, even 
Catholics, have come to believe 
that they should not be “judg-
mental” about other people’s 
behaviour. They are wrong. We 
should judge.

Whatever tiny value “non-judg-
mentalism” may have in therapy, 
it is deeply destructive in the 
wider society.

In truth, we can know whether 
behaviour is good and virtuous, 
or evil and sinful, and we should 
be willing to say so. Only then will 
our culture’s long, slow journey 
back to sanity begin.

Sophie Scholl and 
her brother Hans 
let the world see 

how young people, with 
good guidance, can 
achieve great things. 
But few of our young 
people, especially those 
at college, now receive 
this guidance.

University students 
in war-time Germany, 
the Scholls belonged 
to a non-violent resist-
ance group, The White 
Rose.

Arrested by the 
Gestapo, they were tried on 22 
February 1943, found guilty 
and beheaded three hours later. 
Sophie was 21, Hans 24.

Their writings reveal that in 
the months before they died they 
thought a lot about life’s purpose 

and how they should live.
As their faith, prayer, and 

desire for God intensified, they 
were being drawn ever closer to 
the Catholic Church.

In December 1941 Hans wrote: 
“It fills me with joy to be able, 
for the first time in my life, 

to celebrate Christmas prop-
erly and Christianly, with true  
conviction.”

Sophie, aged 19, often thought 
about Heaven. She told her diary: 
“The heart loses its way amid 

petty commotions and 
forgets its great home-
ward route. 

“Unprepared and given 
over to futile, abject tri-
fles, it may be caught 
unawares when the time 
comes, having squan-
dered the one great joy 
for the sake of little ones.”

The Scholls still inspire 
millions of young Ger-
mans, even when their 
faith, the driving force of 
their lives, is often ignored.

Their writings have 
been an inspiration for 
me, reminding me how 

important the saints are if we’re 
serious about holiness.

Reading the lives of the saints 
was a key part of Catholic spirit-
uality from earliest days but has 
been neglected since the 1960s. 
We need to recover the practice.

Journalist David Quinn wants 
us to attack the “ideology of 
choice” head-on. Cut off from 

the notion of self-sacrifice, “it’s fit 
only for barbarians,” he said.

He’s absolutely right. Yet 
“choice” has become Ireland’s 
dominant morality, a replacement 
for God’s guidance and law. To 
fight it, however, we need to under-
stand it.

Its roots lie in a debate which 
began in the early 1300s, about 
God and freedom. The Protestant 
rebellion and its focus on the indi-

vidual raised “choice ideology” to a 
whole new level.

In the 1800s came Darwin’s “sur-
vival of the fittest” theory. It made 
the law of the jungle the meas-
ure for human behaviour, giving 
“choice” ideology a quasi-scientific 
foundation.

It was Hitler & Co who grasped 
the full potential of Darwin’s view 
of life. It allowed them, with good 
conscience, to ship millions of 
undesirables off to death camps.

This gave evolutionary morality 
a bad name for a time. Then sec-

ularists began to give it a bright 
new look, using words like ‘liberty’, 
‘autonomy’, ‘tolerance’, ‘equality’, 
‘dignity’. But, it’s the same old pig 
behind the liberal lipstick.

Rather, it’s the same vicious, 
hopeless ideology behind the slick 
propaganda and the suppression  
of truth. 

No surprise then, that our media 
and university liberals are now the 
people most afraid of open debate.

At the core of this 700-year his-
tory is a clash of view over the way 
two of our greatest faculties, mind 

and will, should relate. 
In other words, when I make 

choices should my desires and 
demands tell me how I may act, 
or should I be guided by what 
my mind tells me is true, just  
and good?

Pilate asserted the Roman 
empire’s will and power: “What 
is truth?” he asked. But Jesus had 
already provided the answer: “I am 
the truth, the word.” God’s truth, 
known by reason and revelation, 
comes before our will or choice.

Only a passion for truth, how-
ever inconvenient it may be, will 
enable us to escape from the hor-
rific prison of choice ideology.

Who gets to decide 
what ‘normal’ is?Losing our way on 

the route home

German Democratic Republic stamp from 1961  
depicting Hans and Sophie Scholl.

Take a closer look at ‘the right to choose’
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With this celebration we 
are entering the litur-
gical season of Advent. 

[T]aken from the First Letter to 
the Thessalonians, the Apostle 
Paul invites us to prepare for “the 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ” 
(5: 23), with God’s grace keeping 
ourselves blameless. The exact 
word Paul uses is “coming”, in 
Latin adventus, from which the 
term “Advent” derives.

Let us reflect briefly on the 
meaning of this word, which can 
be rendered with “presence”, 
“arrival” or “coming”. In the lan-
guage of the ancient world it was 
a technical term used to indicate 
the arrival of an official or the 
visit of the king or emperor to a 
province. However, it could also 
mean the coming of the divinity 
that emerges from concealment 
to manifest himself forcefully or 
that was celebrated as being pres-
ent in worship. Christians used 
the word “advent” to express their 
relationship with Jesus Christ: 
Jesus is the King who entered this 
poor “province” called “earth” to 
pay everyone a visit; he makes all 
those who believe in him partici-
pate in his Coming, all who believe 
in his presence in the liturgical 
assembly. The essential meaning 
of the word adventus was: God is 
here, he has not withdrawn from 
the world, he has not deserted us. 
Even if we cannot see and touch 
him as we can tangible realities, 
he is here and comes to visit us in 
many ways.

The meaning of the expression 
“advent” therefore includes that of 
visitatio, which simply and specif-
ically means “visit”; in this case it 

is a question of a visit from God: 
he enters my life and wishes to 
speak to me. In our daily lives we 
all experience having little time 
for the Lord and also little time 
for ourselves. We end by being 
absorbed in “doing”. Is it not true 
that activities often absorb us and 
that society with its multiple inter-
ests monopolizes our attention? 
Is it not true that we devote a lot 
of time to entertainment and to 
various kinds of amusement? At 
times we get carried away. Advent, 
this powerful liturgical season 
that we are beginning, invites us 
to pause in silence to understand 
a presence. It is an invitation to 
understand that the individual 
events of the day are hints that 
God is giving us, signs of the atten-
tion he has for each one of us. How 
often does God give us a glimpse 
of his love! To keep, as it were, 
an “interior journal” of this love 
would be a beautiful and salutary 
task for our life! Advent invites 
and stimulates us to contemplate 
the Lord present. Should not the 
certainty of his presence help us 
see the world with different eyes? 
Should it not help us to consider 
the whole of our life as a “visit”, 
as a way in which he can come to 
us and become close to us in every 
situation?

Another fundamental element 
of Advent is expectation, an expec-
tation which is at the same time 
hope. Advent impels us to under-
stand the meaning of time and of 
history as a kairós, as a favoura-
ble opportunity for our salvation. 
Jesus illustrated this mysterious 
reality in many parables: in the 
story of the servants sent to await 

the return of their master; in the 
parable of the virgins who await 
the bridegroom; and in those of the 
sower and of the harvest. In their 
lives human beings are constantly 
waiting: when they are children 
they want to grow up, as adults 
they are striving for fulfilment and 
success and, as they advance in 
age, they look forward to the rest 
they deserve. However, the time 
comes when they find they have 
hoped too little if, over and above 
their profession or social position, 
there is nothing left to hope for. 
Hope marks humanity’s journey 
but for Christians it is enlivened 
by a certainty: the Lord is pres-
ent in the passage of our lives, he 
accompanies us and will one day 
also dry our tears. One day, not 
far off, everything will find its ful-
filment in the Kingdom of God, a 
Kingdom of justice and peace.

However there are many dif-
ferent ways of waiting. If time is 
not filled by a present endowed 
with meaning expectation risks 
becoming unbearable; if one 
expects something but at a given 
moment there is nothing, in other 
words if the present remains 
empty, every instant that passes 
appears extremely long and wait-
ing becomes too heavy a burden 
because the future remains com-
pletely uncertain. On the other 
hand, when time is endowed with 
meaning and at every instant we 
perceive something specific and 
worthwhile, it is then that the joy 
of expectation makes the present 
more precious. Dear brothers and 
sisters, let us experience intensely 
the present in which we already 
receive the gifts of the Lord, let 

us live it focused on the future, a 
future charged with hope. In this 
manner Christian Advent becomes 
an opportunity to reawaken within 
ourselves the true meaning of 
waiting, returning to the heart 
of our faith which is the mystery 
of Christ, the Messiah who was 
expected for long centuries and 
was born in poverty, in Bethle-
hem. In coming among us, he 
brought us and continues to offer 
us the gift of his love and his salva-
tion. Present among us, he speaks 
to us in many ways: in Sacred 
Scripture, in the liturgical year, in 
the saints, in the events of daily 
life, in the whole of the creation 
whose aspect changes accord-
ing to whether Christ is behind it 
or whether he is obscured by the 
fog of an uncertain origin and an 
uncertain future. We in turn may 
speak to him, presenting to him 
the suffering that afflicts us, our 
impatience, the questions that 
well up in our hearts. We may be 
sure that he always listens to us! 
And if Jesus is present, there is no 
longer any time that lacks mean-
ing or is empty. If he is present, we 
may continue to hope, even when 
others can no longer assure us of 
any support, even when the pres-
ent becomes trying.

Dear friends, Advent is the 
season of the presence and expec-
tation of the eternal. For this very 
reason, it is in a particular way a 
period of joy, an interiorized joy 
that no suffering can diminish. It 
is joy in the fact that God made 
himself a Child. This joy, invisi-
bly present within us, encourages 
us to journey on with confidence. 
A model and support of this deep 
joy is the Virgin Mary, through 
whom we were given the Infant 
Jesus. May she, a faithful disciple 
of her Son, obtain for us the grace 
of living this liturgical season alert 
and hardworking, while we wait. 
Amen!

Celebration of the First Vespers 
of Advent, Homily of His Holiness 
Benedict XVI, 28 November 2009.
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Advent is the season of the presence 
and expectation of the eternal

FR. JOSEPH BRIODY

Wisdom 
Books Part 21: 
The Wisdom 
of Solomon – 
Unshakeable 
Confidence in 
the Lord. 

It is difficult to summarize in a 
word what exactly “wisdom” 
means in the Book of Wisdom. 

At different times wisdom seems 
to be the Holy Spirit; sometimes 
Christ himself; sometimes the 
link between God and the world; 
sometimes the power that enters 
into people’s lives and changes 
them—what we might call grace: 
“In every age wisdom passes into 

holy souls and makes them friends 
of God and prophets” (7:27). 

The Book lists some of the great 
things wisdom has done in his-
tory. The rescue of Adam, Noah, 
Abraham, Joseph and others is 
described but they are not named. 
Each one of Noah, Lot and Joseph 
is described as “a righteous man” 
rescued by wisdom (Wis 10:4, 
6, 13). Why would the author of 
Wisdom not just use the names of 
these heroes rescued by wisdom? 
The message seems to be that 
wisdom will rescue any righteous 
person like Noah or Lot or Joseph 
and so the reader is encouraged to 
be righteous. Or perhaps the point 
is what divine wisdom has done 
for them, rather than the merits of 
the individual himself and so the 
reader is encouraged to discover 

what God can do in his or her life.  
While the Jewish reader would be 
familiar with the stories, a non-
Jew might be stirred up to find out 
more about this faith. 

The last part of Wisdom (10:15-
19:22) is a retelling of the Exodus 
liberation. This would have been 
meaningful for the Jews in Alexan-
dria who were increasingly deprived 
of rights and freedom. They hoped 
God would intervene again and 
judge their enemies. This is a good 
example of a “re-reading” in a later 
time of an earlier scriptural event. 
It reflects on the Exodus in terms of 
the plagues rather than the original 
wider account of liberation.  The 
plagues (Exodus 7-11) are viewed 
as a series of battles between the 
Lord and Pharaoh in which the 
final and tenth plague, the death of 
the Egyptian firstborn, was seen as 
the the Lord’s victory over Pharaoh 
and the idols of Egypt. Miracles 
showed God’s power. Wisdom took 

a minor part of the story and makes 
it the story. The plagues show “God 
using creation to protect his child 
(Israel) against the wicked (Egypt)” 
(Richard Clifford). Christians, too, 
re-read the Exodus and saw there 
the liberation they sought in God. 
St. Jerome wrote that “By leaving 
Egypt and the world Christians 
have put Pharaoh and his army to 
death in the waters of Baptism.”

After reflecting profoundly on 
how the Lord saved his people 
from Egypt, the author concludes 
with a message of hope for God’s 
People always and everywhere: “In 
everything, O Lord, you exalted and 
glorified your people; you have not 
neglected to help them at all times 
and in all places” (Wis 19:22). 
From beginning to end the Old 
Testament never ceases to instill 
unshakeable confidence in the 
Lord. This is also true of Wisdom, 
perhaps the last of the Old Testa-
ment books to be written. 

THE WISDOM OF SOLOMON

Yoga to listen 
to your Bishop
DEREK RYAN

Bishop Alphonsus Cullinan was 
ridiculed in most major papers 
and all over social media in 

response to a letter that he sent, to 
Catholic schools in his diocese, 
regarding the appropriateness of 
yoga and mindfulness being intro-
duced in these schools, taking up 
time that could be used for prayer.

Aside from the fact that Bishop 
Cullinan has a responsibility, as 
Bishop and Patron of these Catho-
lic schools, he is also supported by 
Pope Francis, Pope Benedict XVI 
and John Paul II. 

Pope Francis, in 2015 said that 
practices like yoga aren’t capable 
of opening our hearts up to God. 
“You can take a million catechetical 
courses, a million courses in spirit-
uality, a million courses in yoga, 
Zen and all these things. But all of 
this will never be able to give you 
freedom”.

In its 1989 document Some 
Aspects of Christian Meditation, 
the Congregation for the Doctrine of 
the Faith (then headed by Cardinal 
Joseph Ratzinger, now Pope Emer-
itus Benedict XVI), acknowledged 
that, noting, “Some physical exer-
cises automatically produce a feeling 
of quiet and relaxation, pleasing 
sensations, perhaps even phenom-
ena of light and of warmth” (28).

The risk is in the physiological 
effects of yoga postures being mis-
taken as spiritual effects: “To take 
such feelings for the authentic con-
solations of the Holy Spirit would 
be a totally erroneous way of con-
ceiving the spiritual life. Giving 
them a symbolic significance typ-
ical of the mystical experience, 
when the moral condition of the 
person concerned does not corre-
spond to such an experience, would 
represent a kind of mental schiz-
ophrenia which could also lead to 
psychic disturbance and, at times, 
to moral deviations”.

Much of the mockery of the 
Bishop has been that yoga is just 
‘old women stretching’ and is not 
any form of religious worship. 
While some of the physical can 
be separated from the spiritual in 
yoga, this is not always possible

For example, a common mantra 
repeated in yoga is “So’ham” that 
roughly translates to “I am the 
universal self”. This focus on the 
self is contrary to the focus on 
God to which we are called. In 
the words of Pope Emeritus Ben-
edict XVI: “Christian prayer... 
flees from impersonal techniques 
or from concentrating on oneself, 
which can create a kind of rut, 
imprisoning the person praying 
in a spiritual privatism which is 
incapable of a free openness to the 
transcendental God” 

It should be perfectly fine for a 
Catholic Bishop to advise his Catho-
lic schools on the appropriateness 
of yoga and mindfulness without it 
becoming a national scandal. 
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grant, we pray,

that we may share in the Divinity of Christ,

who humbled himself to share in our humanity.

Who lives and reigns with You in the  

unity of the Holy Spirit,  

one God, for ever and ever.
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MARY, MARY, QUITE CONTRARY

It is easy to be seduced into think-
ing you can get away with a sleight 
of hand when it is the Catholic 

church you are slighting in Ireland. 
Mary McAleese fell into that trap. 

I heard Karl Marx say ‘Religion 
is, indeed, the self-consciousness 
and self-esteem of man who has 
either not yet won through to him-
self, or has already lost himself 
again. But man is no abstract being 
squatting outside the world. Man is the world of man – 
state, society. This state and this society produce religion, 
which is an inverted consciousness of the world, because 
they are an inverted world. Religion is the general theory 
of this world, its encyclopaedic compendium, its logic in 
popular form, its spiritual point d’honneur, its enthusi-
asm, its moral sanction, its solemn complement, and its 
universal basis of consolation and justification. It is the 
fantastic realisation of the human essence.’

If we left it at that, you would be of the view that Karl Marx 
was a big fan of religion. But it cuts short what Marx said, 
and misrepresents his well-known views: ‘It is the fantastic 
realization of the human essence since the human essence 
has not acquired any true reality. The struggle against reli-
gion is, therefore, indirectly the struggle against that world 
whose spiritual aroma is religion. Religious suffering is, at 
one and the same time, the expression of real suffering and 
a protest against real suffering. Religion is the sigh of the 
oppressed creature, the heart of a heartless world, and the 
soul of soulless conditions. It is the opium of the people. 
The abolition of religion as the illusory happiness of the 
people is the demand for their real happiness.’

This is exactly what Mary McAleese did when she com-
pletely misrepresented a quote by Saint John Paul II from 
his book, ‘Love and Responsibility’. 

Former President McAleese claims her words are now 
being misrepresented. She allowed the Pope’s words, mis-
represented, decontextualized, to be said to ‘sound like 
rape’ and made no effort to correct that interpretation. 

Ms McAleese plies her current trade as a former pres-
ident of Ireland who has studied and gained a PhD in 
Canon Law. If she is going to use that qualification as her 
platform to critique the Church at every opportunity, then 
she ought to be expected to be academically rigourous in 
her non-stop pontificating. 

Her scholarly merit ought to be in question: either she 
deliberately misrepresented, or she didn’t know she was 
misrepresenting. Either way, it isn’t good enough Dr. 
Mary. It certainly isn’t ‘building bridges. 

UNADVISABLE

A year ago, An Taoiseach, Leo Varadkar admitted that 
he gets advice from his partner on the complexities of the 
Irish health system and running the HSE. As his partner 
had only just returned to Ireland, it would have been unfair 
to comment. Now, a year later, with record numbers of 
people on trolleys, with waiting lists to see specialists get-
ting longer and longer, and the bill for the new children’s 
hospital growing by the quarter, maybe it is time to ask 
Leo how this approach to governance is working. Maybe it 
is not all the fault of Simon Harris, after all. 

SCRAPS
DEREK RYAN C O L U M N

scrapscolumn@gmail.com

FA I T H  A N D  R E A S O N
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Catholic parents are concerned 
about the future of sex education 
in primary schools. Firstly, there 

is the Solidarity/People Before Profit’s 
Provision of Objective Sex Education 
Bill making its way through the Dáil. 

This Bill is calling for a new curricu-
lum “not to be gender normative … to 
cover different genders so that young 
people know that not everyone is either 
male or female, that there are non-bi-
nary and gender fluid people.” 

The second level is the Dáil debate 
on the Joint Committee Report on 
Relationships and Sexuality Educa-
tion, chaired by Fiona O’Loughlin T.D. 
which calls for the removal of “the role 
of ethos as a barrier to the objective and 
factual delivery of RSE.” 

The Committee calls for consent to 
be part of the curriculum, yet wishes 
to impose an RSE curriculum “that 
ensures consistency” and “removes 

the role of ethos 
as a barrier to the 
objective and fac-
tual delivery of the 
RSE”, essentially 
destroying ethos 
and imposing a 
State ideology, with-
out consent.

The Committee states that it “is essen-
tial that any concerns which may exist 
are fully addressed”. It is unclear how 
concerns that say ‘no’ to the imposed 
State curriculum can be addressed. 

The Committee wishes for “the pres-
entation of LGBT relationships without 
distinction as to their heterosexual 
counterparts”. What this means for a 
Catholic school should be obvious. 

It believes that “the content of the 
RSE curriculum must be revised to 
reflect international best practice, 
particularly in terms of contraceptive 

use, sexually transmitted infections, 
information around abortion, sexual 
orientation, gender identity, pornogra-
phy, consent, psycho-sexual issues and 
gender equality.” 

The third, and most important, level, 
that parental rights are to be attacked, 
will be the final report, due before 
Christmas, from the National Council 
for Curriculum and Assessment (NCCA).

Solidarity’s Bill will most likely fail 
and the Joint Committee Report will 
go into the Dáil archives, however, it is 
the NCCA’s report that the Minister for 
Education will act upon, likely linked to 
the report above. Parents are nervous it 
will make state-led RSE compulsory in 
Catholic schools. 

A one size fits all should not be com-
pulsory: “Parents should be offered the 
choice of a school that delivers a sex 
education that reflects their values”, 
said Aontú leader, Peader Tobin TD, 
“and our party will oppose any move to 
make sex education compulsory”. 

Peadar Tóibín

Compulsory sex education in the pipeline

DR. PAUL DELANEY

If gravity suddenly stopped, what 
would happen?

You and all objects around you 
would no longer be held down. The 
recoil from walking would push you 
up into the air, with little way to get 
down again. The air itself would start 
escaping from the planet, as would the 
ground, more slowly.

But your arms would still work, 
your bones remain as strong and your 
neurons would still fire. That’s because 
the strength of the materials around 
us is determined by a separate force: 
electricity. 

You can see this in the simplest 
atom, hydrogen. The electron is bound 
to the proton in the nucleus because 
they have opposite electrical charges 
and unlike charges attract. It will take 
energy to separate the two. It’s this 
electrical attraction that is the origin 
of chemical bonds and so the strength 
of materials. Materials get harder to 
bend (like steel) when you have to 
force more electrical charges further 
away from each other. 

Science finds patterns that the uni-
verse obeys, like gravity and electricity. 
Knowing these it can deduce many 
consequences: the orbits of planets, 
the strength of steel. But it can’t go 
deeper: it can’t explain why the uni-
verse obeys the patterns it has found. 
Such a qualitative question can’t really 
by answered by an experiment that 
produces numbers: it needs philos-
ophy and theology. And so we don’t 
really know why all the matter in the 
heavens and on earth is there, and why 
it moves as it does.

There is one curious numerical detail 
about these two forces that science 
might be able to explain. Both forces 
are similar in some ways: double the 
distance between two objects and 
the force gets four times weaker. But 
gravity is always much weaker than 
electricity. For example, taking a pair 

of protons the gravitational attraction 
is about

1,000,000,000,000,000,000,000, 
000,000,000,000,000

(1 followed by 36 zeros) times weaker 
than their electrical repulsion. Here’s 
the surprise: if this number had just a 
few less zeros, life would be impossible.

Say gravity was weaker than electric-
ity only by a factor of 1 followed by 30 
zeros. What would happen?

Under this stronger gravity, plan-
ets would have a billion times fewer 
atoms and their surface gravity would 
be 1000 times stronger. Here’s our first 
problem. Its own weight would crush 
any animal much taller than insects 
because the strength of materials like 
bone depends on electricity and that 
hasn’t changed. These height limits 
would make it difficult to evolve a large 
enough brain for intelligence.

Stars shrink too. You need a cer-
tain amount of matter to make a star: 
too little, and as the gas of a protostar 
collapses under its own gravity, the 
temperature at the centre doesn’t rise 
enough to start the fusion reactions 
needed to shine and stop further col-
lapse. Stronger gravity means stars 
would need a billion times less atoms.

But these smaller stars would burn 
through their fuel a million times faster, 
lasting only about 10,000 years. That’s 
not enough time for evolution so we 
wouldn’t have even those dumb insects.

Gravity can’t be much stronger but 
it could perhaps be weaker. However, 
there are 5 other numbers which also 
must lie in the right positions on their 
cosmic dials, some in very narrow 
ranges. Our universe appears to be 
fine-tuned for life. It’s a staggering 
coincidence that these numbers are 
found in the right bands. How come?

One possible answer is the anthropic 
principle. If the numbers were oth-
erwise, we wouldn’t exist to ask the 
question. We do, so they must be as 
they are!

While undoubtedly a true statement, 
this may not be much of an expla-
nation. Consider philosopher John 
Leslie’s analogy: You are facing a firing 
squad of 50 expert marksmen. They all 
fire. They all miss. Does the response 
“If they hadn’t missed then I shouldn’t 
be considering the affair” strike you as 
explaining things?

Martin Rees in his book Just 6 
Numbers takes another approach. He 
assumes: 1) there are many more uni-
verses than the one universe we can 
see, each with its own big bang and; 
2) the fundamental numbers vary 
from universe to universe, perhaps by 
chance. Very few universes will be lucky 
enough to have all the numbers in the 
required ranges: most universes are 
barren things. In other words, if you 
can see billions of groups of 50 marks-
men shooting prisoners all around you, 
you might expect very rarely for some 
to entirely miss.

These are huge assumptions and 
would require very strong experimental 
evidence. We’d need to see these bil-
lions of other marksmen. But very little 
evidence for this has emerged. Which 
leaves us faced with fine tuning again. 
We can see only the 50 marksmen. Why 
are we alive?

Fine Tuning: life is impossible 
if gravity is stronger 

Cartoon depicting the famous 
speculative story about Isaac Newton, 
how he might have discovered the 
law of gravitation: Seeing a falling 
apple while watching the moon he 
realizes that both (earthly and celestial) 
objects are subject to the same force: 
gravitation.
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PHILIP JOYCE

Without a doubt, probably 
the most celebrated time 
of the year, both in the 

Christian world, the secular world, 
and even for many who may never 
have welcomed our Saviour into 
their lives, is Christmastime.

To business people, Yuletide 
sales can generate a massive slice 
of yearly profits, with advertising 
beginning in earnest before the 
pumpkin-skins and other Hal-
lowE’en paraphernalia have been 
consigned to the recycling centre. 
No doubt, IBEC will confirm some 
increase on Christmas retail sales 
predictions on last year’s estimate 
of a whopping €4.65billion which 
represents an average of €2,690 
per household!

What a contrast to the Event 
which occurred just over 2,000 
years ago in a cave on the outskirts 
of Bethlehem. Caesar Augustus 
had decreed a census of in order to 
exact taxes from dominions of the 
Roman Empire.

The governor of Syria had respon-
sibility for the territory of Judah.  
Bethlehem of Judah, in history, was 
the land of King David, ancestor of 
both Joseph and Mary. This was, 
therefore, the appropriate location, 
according to their Jewish customs, 
for registering details of this meek 
and dutiful couple. 

The journey of Joseph and the 
very pregnant Mary from their 
home at Nazareth would take 
them about five days along many 
rough tracks. Mary would ride on a 
humble ass, while Joseph, wearing 
a goat-hair over-garment, would 
walk alongside, bearing a wooden 
staff and would have been carrying 
some of the requirements for the 
journey in a leather satchel. The 
stop-overs were usually caravan-
serai on the edge of a town which 
provided very basic shelter.

Sleeping requirements would 
have to be brought along by the 
travellers, as would provisions. A 
basket made of palm leaves would 
have contained local fruit and 
barley cakes. Water would have 
been carried in an earthenware jar 
slung from the animal’s neck along 
with a goatskin water bag.

This gentle couple were undoubt-
edly aware of the 700-year-old 
prophecy of Micah [5:2], “But thou, 
Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou 
be little among the thousands of 
Judah, yet out of thee shall he come 
forth unto me that is to be ruler in 
Israel; whose goings forth have 
been from of old, from everlast-
ing.”  … and it was the bidding of 
the foreign pagan, Caesar Augus-
tus, who caused them to make this 
fateful journey.

They would have arrived in a 
busy township with many palm and 

olive groves, grape-vines, green 
oakwood and other vegetation in 
the surrounding area. ‘Well-to-do’ 
Arab women, wearing purple robes 
and white head-mantles would 
be seen astride richly decorated 
camels. The splendidly clad young 
men would ride their horses at full 
tilt through the crowds. The trans-
port of old men would be the very 
appealing white she-asses. These 
would have also been the tradi-
tional mounts of judges.

Joseph and his patient spouse, 
Mary, would have vied with so 
many better-off travellers for access 

to a stark room at the caravanserai. 
Gold would have to be produced, 
despite a ‘first come, first served tra-
dition ‘ - but the exhausted couple 
had no gold. Poor disheartened 
Joseph guided the tiring animal 
with its precious burden out of town 
into the darkness with the howling 
of wild dogs in the distance. 

Miraculously, they came across 
a small cavern, narrowing towards 
the inside in which was a manger 
with some straw, damp from the 
breath of its occupant, a solitary 
cow - joined, now, by their own 
four-legged friend. A rock ledge 

provided the only support for Mary 
and as the new day approached, 
she let nature take its inevitable 
course and gave birth to the prom-
ised Saviour of the World.

There were no urgent 
phone calls or text mes-
sages to the next of kin; 
no cathedral bells ringing 
- just a baby with a baby’s 
cry in a hollow rock shel-
ter as he strove for his 
first taste of sweet milk at 
his mother’s breast.

Many miles away, shepherds, 
hardy men near the lowest level 
of employment, would be filled 
with awe at angelic visions and 
sounds all around them. They were 
inspired to take time out and find 
their way to the birth cave and 
adore the Baby. They would spread 
the word far and wide - and, pos-
sibly, even cause corroboration to 
certain high-class wise astrono-
mers, astride their camels, viewing 
the stars far to the east of their land 
… Gloria in excelsis Deo!

This may well have been the 
story of the first Christmas but, 
since the Last Supper, Jesus Christ 
empowered His holy priests to 
create Christmas on every day of 
the year - and at every Consecra-
tion of the Mass, not in the form of 
His humble infant body, but in the 
even more humble form of bread 
and wine as His Body and Blood.

DAVID REYNOLDS

Cameron Diaz popularised the 
slogan ‘There is something about 
Mary’ in the Hollywood comedy 

in 1998. It has since been used regularly 
to identify a particular, and positive, 
uniqueness of Mary McAleese, former 
President of Ireland, Canon Law Doc-
toral candidate, lawyer, mother, wife. 

In recent years, and in particu-
lar recent weeks, there is a need to 
change that to ‘There is something up 
with Mary’. She has become increas-
ingly aggravated with the institutional 
Catholic Church while at the same time, 
emphasising her Catholicity. 

Her faux pas (to put it kindly) regard-
ing John Paull II has been well covered. 
Her response in shouting down her 
correctors, included calling the Irish 
Catholic ‘a fetid trough of fake news.’ It is 
clear that her anger is compromising her 
ability to comprehend the basic tenets of 
the faith, and various forms of the law. 

She has been upset by the rejection of 
her presence at a Vatican conference on 
women by Drimnagh-born Cardinal Far-
rell, which she felt her status ought to 
have afforded her a place on the podium 
by fiat. At a Trinity conference called ‘The 

Women the Vatican Couldn’t Silence’ she 
asserted Cardinal Farrell ought to have 
known ‘I had been President of Ireland 
for 14 years’. In the next breath, una-
ware of the irony, she continued with her 
denunciation of clericalism. 

In what was a very divisive interven-
tion, for which she received a standing 
ovation, she called the ban on women’s 
ordination ‘codology dressed up as the-
ology’. She said there is ‘dysfunction 
at the heart of the seminary’ and ‘dys-
function at the heart of the priesthood’. 
She said she encountered ‘fake hetero, 
misogynistic, homophobic’ gay priests/
seminarians, saying they live a vicious 
lie and have an immense capacity for 
dispensing misery. 

She continued to call the vast majority 
of bishops around the world, cowardly. 
She demeaned Bishop Cullinan, calling 
him a fine singer, but reduced his views 
to a caricature of targeting ‘old ladies  
in lycra’. 

She called for the culture of deference 
towards priesthood to be stripped away, 
although priests and religious in Ire-
land are now probably the single most 
maligned group of people in the country. 
Unless she has been cloistered for the last 
20 years, she would be aware of that.

The strangeness continued, as she 

emailed directly the Papal Nuncio, 
Archbishop Eamon Martin and the Arch-
bishop Diarmuid Martin, for reasons 
unclear – whether for verification, or to 
denounce her detractors it is unknown.

No more than a few days later, when 
delivering the 2019 Edmund Burke 
Lecture, she continued. She confused 
the Church with the Vatican State. She 
demonstrated a strange misunderstand-
ing of both Canon and International Law 

A Christmas for every day

There is something 
about Mary

The interior of the Church of the Nativity, Bethlehem, circa 1936.
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To Celebrate and Honour the Feast of the Immaculate 
Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary

49th Annual Eucharistic Pro-Life

All-Night Vigil
of Atonement and Reparation

Vigil intentions: The Sancti�cation of the Priesthood and 
the Protection of Life from the Cradle to the Grave

December 7th/8th, 2019
Saturday midnight to Sunday morning

Main Celebrant: His Excellency Archbishop Jude 
Thaddeus Okolo, Papal Nuncio

Concelebrants:  Fr. Brendan Walsh, Pallotine, Thurles, S.A.C.
Fr. John Regan, S.A.C.

Vigil Programme
10.00pm – 12.00 midnight: 
CONFESSIONS
in the Chapel of Reconciliation

12.00 midnight – 3.30am:
VIGIL proper commences in the Basilica
with Rosary, Stations of the Cross and
Holy Hours with Frs. Brendan Walsh &
John Regan, S.A.C

4.00am: CONCELEBRATED MASS
Music Director & Organist: Úna Nolan.  
Soloists: James Kilbane & Deirdre Parle

Details from: Knock Shrine Office 094 - 93 88100         
Dublin: 01 - 8733356 (6pm-8pm) 

Finglas: 087 6550633 / Swords 01 8404247 / Limerick 061 419458.  
ORGANISED BY THE DIRECTOR AND FOUNDER OF THE EUCHARISTIC APOSTOLATE OF ATONEMENT FOR

MERCY INSPIRED BY THE SPIRITUALITY OF THE VENERABLE ARCHBISHOP FULTON J SHEEN

CONTINUED ON PAGE 18  

Cameron Diaz receiving her star on the 
Hollywood Walk of Fame.
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MARIA HORAN

In early October, the UK group 
‘Voice for Justice’ (VfJUK) 
emailed details about a new docu-

ment that had been secretly sent out 
to local UK authorities to help them 
deal with parental protests over the 
new RSE curriculum due to start 
in September 2020, entitled: “Pri-
mary school disruption over LGBT 
teaching/relationships education”. 
It later transpired that only a select 
few primary schools had received 
the document, such was the secrecy 
surrounding its contents. 

The BBC ran a story on the 
Department of Education (DfE) 
document, discussing the pre-
dominantly Muslim parents in 
Birmingham who had protested 
outside their children’s schools 

earlier this year, in relation to the 
explicit content in the schools’ 
RSE lessons. 

Exclusion zones have been set 
up outside the schools in question, 
similar to the buffer zones outside 
a growing number of UK abor-
tion clinics. Tellingly, both news 
reports and the DfE document 
refer to unhappy parents as “LGBT 
lesson protestors”, despite the fact 
that these lessons are not actually 
compulsory at primary level. 

This has had the effect of 
suggesting to the general 
public that protesting 
parents are clearly 
regressive who deserve 
little sympathy, as opposed 
to worried parents who 
are concerned about the 

increasingly sexualised 
content to which their 
young children are being 
exposed.

The DfE initially attempted to 
avoid publishing the document on 
their website and it was only after 
they were swamped with emails 
that it was made available online. 
The document begins with advice 
to schools on how to recognise early 
signs of a “coordinated campaign” 
and then rapidly moves to recom-
mendations for quashing protests 
before they get out of hand.

Suggested measures include 
engaging calming support from 
faith leaders and local politicians, 
who endorse the principles of 
RSE. The next step is liaising with 
the local police to ensure rapid 
response to the protests. 

Finally, advice is given on how 
to handle the situation legally, 
including making an application 
for an injunction and/or anti-social 
behaviour orders, or imposing fines 
for non-attendance (where parents 
have exercised their actual legal 
right to withdraw their children 
from inappropriate sexual content). 

Throughout the document, the 
DfE recommends that schools 
co-ordinate their response locally 
and not engage with the media 
because this might give the pro-
testors unacceptable coverage and 
encourage support. 

VfJUK notes that 
protesters are at no point 
acknowledged as caring 
parents, but rather, in true 

Soviet style, are portrayed 
as “fundamentalist bigots” 
who must be ‘dealt with’ 
but never really consulted 
on what they want their 
children to be taught. 
The State clearly knows 
best, and the inescapable 
conclusion is that these 
people are the opposition.

The DfE encourages schools 
to record incidents of concern to 
ensure there is proper documen-
tation if it is later needed for the 
police or legal action. Schools 
are being encouraged to report 
back to the DfE on WhatsApp or 
Facebook groups that are express-
ing concerns about the new RSE  
curriculum. 

In response to these sinister 
directives, SPUC’s “Safe At School” 
group has launched a campaign 
called: “Stop Spying on Parents” to 
let the DfE know that this behav-
iour is unacceptable and an attack 
on basic civil liberties.   

The DfE seems to have for-
gotten that teachers are in loco 
parentis and it is the parents’ role 
to decide what values they want 
their children to learn, not the 
State’s. Protocol 1, Article 2 of the 
European Convention on Human 
Rights states: “In the exercise of 
any functions which it assumes 
in relation to education and to 
teaching, the State shall respect 
the right of parents to ensure such 
education and teaching in con-
formity with their own religious 

and philosophical convictions”.  
When the RSE Regulations were 

first issued in the UK, they stated 
clearly (a) that all schools must 
have in place a written policy for 
RSE and (b) that schools must 
consult parents in developing and 
reviewing their policy. The DfE was 
not prepared for the parental out-
rage that ensued. 

Following parental protests out-
side schools, it became clear that 
any semblance of genuine consul-
tation had been a pretence, which 
has been apparent in the growing 
number of governmental state-
ments being issued, stating that 
parents have the right to express 
their opinions (once they don’t 
protest), but do not have a right of 
veto, as it’s up to schools what they 
teach and they have final say. 

Most recently, the DfE has 
issued guidance where 
the use of the previous 
phrase “mandatory 
consultation” has been 
downgraded to simply 
“parental engagement”.

Irish parents should familiarise 
themselves with the online document 
(https://www.gov.uk/government/
p u b l i c a t i o n s / m a n a g i n g -
i s s u e s - w i t h - l g b t - t e a c h i n g -
advice-for-local-authorit ies/
p r i m a r y - s c h o o l - d i s r u p t i o n -
over-lgbt-teachingrelationships-
education) as it is only a matter 
of time before this action is also 
suggested in Ireland, such is the 
eagerness of the Irish government to 
emulate all that the UK does.

NEWS FROM ACROSS THE IRISH SEA

Police now being called on to 
curb RSE protestors in UK

DEREK RYAN

US Attorney General, William 
P. Barr, not an unimportant 
person, delivered a keynote 

address for the ages, on October 
11th, before the Law School and 
Centre for Ethics and Culture at 
Notre Dame University, on religious 
liberty in the US.

Fundamentally, to the Found-
ing Fathers of the USA, religion 
is ‘indispensible to sustaining our 
free system of government.’ It 
was not just a nod to the piety of 
the time. 

Acknowledging how the USA, 
a union of free men, stands up to 
totalitarian regimes, Barr posits 
that the Founders never thought 
the main threat was external, but 
whether the US could handle its 
own freedom – requiring virtue and 
moral discipline. 

Because man has the capability 
for evil, as well as good, something 
is needed to restrain individual 
rapacity. Coercive government with 

no real freedom is one option. The 
opposite is equally dangerous - 
licentiousness – ‘the unbridled 
pursuit of personal appetites at the 
expense of the common good’ – 
another form of tyranny. 

Quoting Edmund Burke: 
“Men are qualified for civil 
liberty, in exact proportion 
to their disposition to 
put chains upon their 
appetites … Society 
cannot exist unless a 
controlling power be 
placed somewhere; and 
the less of it there is 
within, the more there 
must be without.”

The ‘great experiment’ of the US 
was that man could restrain him-
self. But how? John Adams stated: 
“Our constitution was made only 
for a moral and religious people. 
It is wholly inadequate for the 

government of any other.” That 
is, without religion – an external 
restraining force – self-govern-
ment is not sustainable. 

But why religion? Because it 
gives the right rules to live by. 
Judeo-Christian moral systems 
align with the nature of man and to 
natural law – where through reason 
and experience the standard of right 
and wrong is discerned. Violating 
these laws has bad consequences. 

Religion promotes moral dis-
cipline. It helps habituate people 
to what is good – but not through 
coercion (as Mary McAleese con-
tends) but through education and 
habit forming. 

Barr recognises the 
ascendency of secularism 
and the effort to drive 
religion from the public 
square. He sees the 
consequences of moral 
relativism in the growth of 
all social pathologies – the 
wreckage of the family; 
drug use; mental health 
issues; children missing 
parents. Even with these 
‘side effects’ secularism 
drive on in the US.

And it brings with it no ‘secu-
lar creed’ to replace religion, just 
values that are ‘the vapour trail of 
religion’. In the past societies had a 
self-healing, self-correcting mech-
anism, in unchangeable moral law 
outside man. But now, moral chaos, 
entropy, is reaching a tipping point. 
The pendulum may not swing back. 

Religion is being attacked. It 
is not decaying. It is organised 
destruction. Secularists have 
marshalled the forces of mass com-
munication, academia, to destroy 
religion. Ironically, the secular pro-
ject has become a religion itself. If 
you defy it, you will be burned. 

In the past, when licentiousness 
became too great, society recoiled. 
But now it is too distracted, too 
selfish, and has big government to 
alleviate bad consequences. The 
solution to sexual irresponsibility 
is not individual responsibility, but 
abortion. Drugs: safe injecting cen-
tres. Family breakdown: the State 
in loco parentis. 

Starting free, we end up depend-
ent on a coercive State. Private 
morality is replaced by public 
virtue signalling. Instead of helping 
the homeless, we protest someone 
else should. 

On top of this, law is used as a 
bludgeon against traditional moral-
ity. This is being done by judicial 
interpretation as politicians know it 
will not wash in a public vote. 

First, legalising of 
abortion and euthanasia 
made legal what was once 
unacceptable. And the law 
is used to coerce those 
who disagree. Religion is 
corroded by being forced 
into practices that are 
antithetical to the Faith. 
Religion is not being 
forced on others, but 
irreligion forced  
on everyone.

Secularists cannot leave the reli-
gious alone to practice- they are to 
be forced to pay homage to secular 
gods. In schools, parents have no 
opt-outs for their children being 
taught secular morality, denying 
parents the right to pass on their 
religion without State interfer-
ence. Faith schools are starved of 
funds or forced to adhere to secular 
orthodoxy contradicting ethos. 

Finishing on a rallying note, Barr 
highlights the importance of fight-
ing to retain religious education, 
and for lawyers to be strong against 
the struggle to drive religion from 
the public square. He, as Attorney 
General at the DoJ, will be at the 
forefront. You wouldn’t hear that 
in Ireland. 

NEWS FROM STATESIDE

The attack on religion 
in the public square
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be included in a special 
Christmas Triduum 
of Masses.

Proceeds in aid of Alive!
Please help Alive! by 
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Church Art 
Calendars 2020
2 for €5.00 
(Stg £4.00) 
including p&p

€2.00 (+50c p&p) per copy or 
6 copies for €10.00

A Pocket Catechism 
on The Eucharist
Deepen your 
understanding of Mass.
• 150 questions
• Brief answers
• 48 pages

Do you, at times, feel discouraged, defensive, bitter, jealous, depressed, 
stubborn? Do you feel unable to forgive, carry a grudge, get angry, 
withdraw into sullen silence, seek to justify yourself? Hurt feelings and hurt 
pride may affect your life far more than you realise.

This booklet might set you on the path to healing and freedom.

€2.00 (+50c p&p) per copy or 6 copies for €10.00 (post free)

The Dumbag Letters
These letters radiate the joy, the hope, the breadth of vision and the 
meaning in life which come from the Catholic faith.

An ideal gift for young people.

€4.00 (£3.50) per copy

PHILIP JOYCE

Australian gold came to the 
Vatican - in 1854. It was a 
gift from that continent as 

a Tribute to the Queen of Angels 
for the purpose of striking spe-
cial medallions to celebrate the 
pontifical decree of Pope Pius IX 
of the Immaculate Conception on 
December 8th of that year.

The ‘Original Sin’-free Concep-
tion was a God-given gift to the 
woman who was to bear His Son 
into the world. It had taken 1800 
years for the Divine Event to be 
solemnly acknowledged at the 
Vatican.

One attendee was French theo-
logian, Monsignor Jean Baptiste 
Bouvier,V.G., Bishop of Mans. In 
poor health at the age of 71 years, 
he was summoned to Rome to wit-
ness this momentous occasion. 
Travelling partly by sea - and over 
the crude roads of Italy, he was 
borne, exhausted, through Saint 
Peter’s Square on a sedan carried 
by Vatican employees. Following 
the ceremony, he was met by some 
of his flock who suggested that the 
Blessed Virgin would ‘’make him 
better.” He replied, “I am happy. 
I have seen what I so long desired 
and I have come here to die.” This 
he did - within days - in Rome.

On the 7th of December, 1854, 

rain fell abundantly on the ‘eter-
nal city’ - but the morning of the 
8th – a Friday - broke serene and 
clear as Saint Peter’s Square came 
alive with the gathering congre-
gation. The residents of the city 
had been busy festooning their 
dwellings with banners to cele-
brate the event. The solemn and 
colourful ceremony took several 
hours, with prayer and sacred 
music centred on the Papal Bull, 
‘Ineffabilis Deus’. 

As the ‘Te Deum’ was sung to 
a packed Saint Peter’s Basilica 
and Square, the bells of Roman 
towers and steeples rang full peals 
for the joyous occasion. A can-
non-gun atop the Castle of San 
Angelo fired several salvoes, as if 
to send the Dogma to far off lands  
with urgency.

Rome presented a magnificent 
spectacle that evening. The dome 
of Saint Peter’s and the Palace of 
the Capitol were illuminated and 
an orchestra played choice music 
at each location until late into the 
night. The medallions of Austral-
ian gold, bearing the Message of 
the day had been presented by 
His Holiness to the cardinals and 
other bishops departing to their 
flocks worldwide.

The illustrious Cardinal Rafaelle 
Fornari, who had presided over 
the commission appointed to 
investigate the subject of the 

Immaculate Conception, was not, 
alas, one of these. Like Moses, he 
was called home to God in June 
of that year just within sight, so to 
speak, of the dogmatic definition. 
Many holy persons down through 
the centuries would surely have 
given their ‘eye teeth’ to have wit-
nessed this day.

Historically, even in 5th cen-
tury Syria, celebration of the 
Most Holy and All Pure Mother 
of God took place on December 
8th. Belief in the Immaculate Con-
ception has been verbalised by 
many holy people down through 
the centuries, including St. Greg-
ory Nazianzen who designated 
Mary as ‘pre-purified’ - and Saint 
Jerome, making her “the cloud 
of the day that never knew dark-
ness.” Also in the 5th century, St. 
Augustine, that great Christian 
thinker, emphatically declared 
that he would not so much as have 
the Blessed Virgin Mary men-
tioned when there would be any 
mention of sin.

The Immaculate Conception 
was celebrated in Constantino-
ple in the 6th century and many   
churches, since, were named and 
dedicated to it before the dogma 
was officially pronounced by Pope 
Pius IX in 1854.

More recently, the Basilica of 
the National Shrine of the Immac-
ulate Conception, Washington, 

D.C., completed for December 
8th, 2017, after the best part of a 
century’s work, became the largest 
church in the United States and, 
indeed, all of North America and, 
according to Wikipedia, the tallest 
habitable building in that city! It 
is the Patron Church for all of the 
USA.

In 1497, the University of Paris 
- the Sorbonne - decreed that no 
one should be admitted to the 
degree of Doctorate of Divin-
ity who did not bind himself by 
oath to defend the doctrine of the 
Immaculate Conception.

18th century Italian-born Saint 
Alphonsus Ligouri, who devoted 
much of his writing to the Blessed 
Virgin, was said to have stated 
that “[If] God could grant Eve the 
grace to come immaculate into 
this world, He would surely grant 
the favour to Mary, also.”

It is a dogma which demon-
strates that, to God, everything 
is possible; that the past, even if 
human beings have not discov-
ered it themselves, is a Truth; and 
that absolute purity was required 
for Him to have His Son born into 
this imperfect world.

… and Mary was chosen….and 
Mary replied, “Behold the hand-
maid of the Lord. Be it done unto 
me according to Thy Word” … and 
so to the Incarnation of Jesus…

December – the month of the Immaculate Conception

The Immaculate Conception  
by Giovanni Battista Tiepolo  
(1696-1770).
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LIAM O’CONNOR

The Catechesis of the Good 
Shepherd is an approach to 
the religious formation of 

children both spiritually and edu-
cationally for ages 3-12 years.

It is grounded in Sacred Scrip-
ture, the Liturgy of the Church and 

the spiritual and educational prin-
ciples of Dr Maria Montessori, the 
great Italian educator.

It respects the relationship 
between God and the child, and 
nourishes that relationship. The 
children are introduced to a bib-
lical text or a liturgical moment 
using concrete materials (such 
as 3-d figurines for the Infancy 

Narratives) and other such pres-
entations.

“It is not a teaching method but 
rather a sharing of the biblical text 
being presented. The atmosphere 
is one of quiet, peace and beauty”, 
comments Jo, who is one of Ire-
land’s leading trainers in this type 
of Catechesis, who was recently in 
Cork teaching level two.

This catechesis takes place in 
what is called an Atrium, the 
name given to the where early 
Christian formation took place 
in ancient times adjoining the 
Church. It is a beautifully pre-
pared environment set out for the 
preparation of little children for 
their full participation in the life 
of the Church. 

“They listen to events in Jesus’ 
life; they meditate on Parables 
while moving figures of sheep 
or holding a mustard seed; they 
paste symbols on the land of 
Israel and know the places where 
Jesus was born, where he walked 
and taught, and where he died; 
they set up the Altar and hold 
up the chalice and paten in the 
Eucharistic gestures of the Mass. 
They do these things and many 

more as well as praying, singing, 
and wonder”, remarked Jo.

This catechesis is not new. It was 
first introduced into Barcelona, 
Spain in 1915 by Dr. Montessori 
herself. Two other Italian ladies 
Sofia Cavaletti, a biblical scholar, 
and Gianna Gobbi, a Montessori 
teacher who knew and worked 
with Dr Montessori, further devel-
oped it in Rome in 1954. It has 
been growing in strength ever 
since. It is now in every continent 
in the world. It is such a beautiful 
way of being with the children in 
their faith.

Catechesis of the Good Shep-
herd is currently in operation 
in several places in Dublin, in 
Galway, in Sligo, in Limerick and 
at two locations in Cork. 

DR. BÉNÉDICTE SAGE-FULLER

There is an order of social 
structures in which we are 
born, grow up, live our Chris-

tian lives and make it to Heaven. 
In other words, we realise God’s 
plan of salvation not on our own, 
but through specific social groups, 
to which we are bound in our flesh. 
The family is readily acknowledged 
among Catholics as being the pri-
mary unit, the bedrock of society. 
We are all too aware of the demonic 
attacks that the last two centuries 
have launched against it. 

Divorce was legalised in France 
in the aftermath of the French Rev-
olution in 1804, when the country 
was still profoundly Catholic. It 
spread to other Catholic nations, 
and was followed by the wild lib-
eralisation of contraception, 
including abortion as its most 
brutal form. Now there is a push to 
once and for all disassociate the act 
of procreation from sexuality, and 
even the child from his mother and 
father. 

Fatherless surrogacy 
and medically assisted 

procreation, and the 
might of the State over 
the education of children 
are just examples of 
how the family is being 
reduced to a simple 
unit of cohabiting 
individuals, without a 
sense of genealogy, of 
blood relations, of the 
mother’s transmission 
of life and of the father’s 
overarching figure of 
goodness and protection.

We are now seemingly a lot less 
aware about the role of the nation 
in God’s plan of salvation. This is 
perhaps not surprising because of 
the devastating wars launched by 
nation against nation in the 20th 
century. We have grown accus-
tomed to be wary of “the nation”, 
even subconsciously. But Saint 
John Paul II reminds us that Catho-
lic social doctrine recognises that 
human nature, which is intrinsi-
cally social, is linked in a deep way 
to both the family and the nation. 

Our beloved saintly 
Pope tells us in ‘Memory 
and Identity’ that the 
importance of the nation 
is rooted in the Bible 
itself, both the Old and 
the New Testaments. 
It is essential to listen 
carefully to what he 
is telling us, because 
it goes to the heart of 
salvation, our own, and 
our nations’.

Ireland, like all other European 
nations, seems to have lost its 
soul. And this is not just a prob-
lem because it makes it untenable 
for the remnant Catholics to live 
their lives. Yes, we can’t find good 
schools for our children, and it is 
harder to find topics of conversa-
tion with our neighbours and we 
end up isolated. But it is a prob-
lem because each of us as persons, 
as families, is deeply and spirit-
ually connected to our nation. We 
suffer terribly from its demise; we 
are wounded in ways we probably 
don’t fully measure, because facing 
the pain would be unbearable. We 
are diminished, crippled. We are 
not the glorious children of God 
that we were created to be. In a 
way, because so many around us 

have lost their sense of identity, we 
feel threatened in ours too. 

Just like a child builds his own 
identity by learning about his 
family, and his country’s history, 
a people builds its national iden-
tity by learning about itself and its 
history. When a child becomes a 
grown man or woman, it is thanks 
to their sense of identity that they 
find depth in their soul to make 
important life decisions - such 
as nourishing and cherishing 
their Faith, keeping their prom-
ises, being true to their word  
and honour.  

The same goes for a nation: its 
sense of identity is what gives it 
fertile ground to define and decide 

together about what constitutes its 
common good - and to pursue it, 
for the good of each of its members. 
Being conscious of itself allows it to 
nurture and encourage its citizens 
to make the good decisions not for 
its mere survival, but for its Life in 
the glory of God. 

Saint John Paul II tells us that 
the nation contains, preserves and 
nourishes the cultural and histori-
cal identity of any society. And he 
exhorts us to learn our national 
narrative and to know our history. 
Our freedom depends on it.  
“Freedom - a continuing 
conquest, It cannot simply be 
possessed! It comes as a gift, 
but keeping it is a struggle.  
Gift and struggle are inscribed 
on pages, hidden yet open; For 
freedom you pay with all your 
being, therefore call that your 
freedom which allows you, in 
paying the price, to possess 
yourself ever anew.”

To build their sense of national 
identity, to re-conquer their Catho-
lic freedom, our children must 
learn about their Irish national 
narrative. Irish soul is not lost, the 
pages where we find it are hidden, 
yet open. We write them. We con-
tinue the conquest for freedom. By 
teaching our children Irish history, 
we are free, we pay the price. We 
have new hope. And we possess 
ourselves ever anew. 

Leading our children to the truth

Learning new hope

Pope John Paul II in Brazil.

Missionaries of Charity with Sabrina running Catechesis of the Good Shepherd.

Katrina and Rosaire at a recent training week in Cork.
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PÓL Ó MEÁDHRA 

Thart ar a hocht a chlog ar an 
Déardaoin, an t-aonú lá is fic-
head de Mhí na Lúnasa 1879 i 

gCnoc Mhuire, Contae Mhaigh Eo, 
tharla ceann desna h-eachtraí is 
suntasaí i stair na tíre. Thaibhsigh 
an Mhaighdean Mhuire, Naomh 
Iósaef agus Naomh Eoin an Sois-
céalaí. Seo an scéal  i dtaobh na 
n-eachtraí seo.

Gnáth lá samhraidh  a bhí 
ann. Bhí na daoine ag obair sna 
páirceanna agus ar an bportach. 
Daoine bochta gan mórán sco-
laíochta a bhí iontu le taithí ar 
chos ar bolg, ar ghorta agus ar 
dhíshealbhú. Bhí an ghrian ag tait-
neamh sa mhaidin. Ag mean lae 
bhí ceobhrón ann ach faoi thráth-
nóna bhí sé ag clagarnach báistí. 
I dtigh os comhair an tséipéil bhí 
seanbhean darbh ainm Bean Mhic 
Chathmhaoil i mbéal an bháis. Gar 
di bhí cónaí ar Chlann Uí Bheirn

Tar éis a seacht a chlog sa tráth-

nóna bhí solas neamhchoitianta 
le feiscint ar bhinn an tséipéil. 
Ansin chonacthas daoine istigh 
sa tsolas ach ceapadh gur dealbha 
nua don tséipéal a bhí iontu. Nuair 
a bhí Máire Ní Bheirn ag siúl thar 
an séipéal chonaic sí go raibh na 
‘dealbha’ ag gluaiseacht! 

Rith Máire abhaile agus ghlao-
igh sí ar a clann. Níor chreid a 
deartháir, Doiminic, an méid a 
bhí le rá aici. D’iarr Máire air 
féachaint air é féin. Lean Doi-
minic, a mháthair agus cailín 
óg darbh ainm Máire í chun an 
tséipéil. Chreid siad ansin go raibh 
an fhírinne ag Máire. Ar an iomlán 
chonaic cúigear déag an radharc 
ag binn an tséipéil. D’fhéach siad 
air ar feadh dhá uair a chloig agus 
iad ag rá na Córanach Muire le 
linn an ama seo go léir.

 Bhí an Mhaighdean Mhuire le 
feiscint ina seasamh seasca cein-
timéadar os cionn na talún. Bhí 
coróin órga ar a ceann agus rós 
os cionn a clár éadain. Bhí éadaí 
bána uirthi agus iad ceangailte ag 

a muinéal. Ar thaobh amháin den 
Mhaighdean bhí Naomh Iósaef 
ina sheasamh agus ar an taobh 
eile di bhí Naomh Eoin an Sois-
céalaí agus Leabhar an tSoiscéil 
ina lámh aige. Níor labhair éinne 
de na naoimh. Ar thaobh díbh 
bhí altóir le feiscint. Ar an altóir 
bhí uan agus crois mhór agus 
aingil neimhní ag eitilt thart tim-
peall orthu. Bhog na figiúirí chun 
tosaigh agus thar n-ais arís. Bhí an 
ghrian ag dul faoi le linn an ama 
seo ach d’fhan solas geal timpeall 
ar na figiúirí. Bhí sé ag clagarnach 
báistí chomh maith ach d’fhan an 
talamh faoi na figiúirí tirim. 

Seacht seachtaine tar éis na 
n-eachtraí seo chuir an tAr-
dEaspag Thuama coimisiún 
fiosrúcháin ar siúl. Cúigear déag a 
labhair os comhair an choimisiúin 
seo agus faoin am a chriochnaigh 
sé fuarthas go raibh a bhfianaise 
‘fíreannach agus sásúil’. Cuireadh 
coimisiún eile ar siúl sa bhliain 
1936 agus na torthaí céanna a 
tháinig as.

 Fuair an taise seo pribhléidí 
ó ceithre phápa san iomlán. Sa 
bhliain 1974 bheannaigh an tAr-
deaspag Thuama bunchloch do 
bhaisleach nua i  gCnoc Mhuire. 

Cúig bliana  i ndiaidh é seo agus 
céad bliain tar éis na taise, tháinig 
an Pápa Eoin Pól II ar cuairt 
chuige ar an 30ú lá de Mhí Mhean 
Fómhair 1979. Sa lá atá inniu ann 
téann suas le milliún go leith oilli-
threach go Cnoc Mhuire i gContae 
Mhaigh Eo. Tá clú agus cáil air ar 
fud an domhain.

Sin scéal Cnoc Mhuire a leithe-
oir. Tá súil agam go spreagfaidh 
sé thú chun níos mó onóra a thab-

hairt don Mhaighdean Mhuire 
agus níos mó paidreacha a rá 
chuici. Is tír atá thar a bheith 
difríúl í Éire ár linne dár ndóigh 
ná an tír inar thaibhsigh Muire 
140 bliain ó shin, níos saibhre 
cinnte, ach beo bocht i go leor 
bealaí eile. Is bocht an scéal é ach 
le cabhair agus treoir Mhuire fill-
fimid ar chleachtas ár gcreidimh 
ársa arís. A Mhuire na nGael 
guigh orainn!

Cnoc Mhuire

GLUAIS/VOCABULARY

Eachtraí – events
Is suntasaí – most remarkable
An Mhaighdean Mhuire –  
the Virgin Mary
Naomh Iosaef – St. Joeseph
Naomh Eoin an Soiscéalaí –  
St. John the Evangelist
Portach – bog
Cos ar bolg – oppression
Gorta – famine
Díshealbhú - dispossession
Solas neamhchoitianta –  
an unusual light
Binn an tséipéil- gable wall  
of the church
Dealba – statues

Ag gluaiseacht – moving
An fhírinne – the truth
Radharc – sight
Ag rá na Corónach Muire – 
saying the Rosary
Aingil neamhnaí – heavenly 
angels
Clagarnach báistí – lashing rain
Coimisúin fiosrúcháin – 
investigative commission
Na torthaí céanna – the same 
results
Cumhdach – shrine
Pribhléidí – privileges
Baisleach – a basilica
Taise – apparition
Oillithrigh – pilgrims
A iompú – to convert 

RUADHAN JONES

Joyeux Noel (2005, Chris-
tian Carion) recounting 
the remarkable impromptu 

cease fire on Christmas day in 
World War I, provides an alter-
native to Home Alone or Die 
Hard in Christmas movie fayre.

On Christmas Eve in the first 
year of WWI, three platoons, 
the French and Scottish against 
the Germans, were locked in 
combat. But as the day turned to 
night, the soldiers spontaneously 
engaged in a cease fire which was 
to last through Christmas Day. 

As the truce continued, the 
soldiers shared precious deli-
cacies of wine and chocolate, as 
well as elements of their life and 
their experiences in the trenches. 
They discovered their shared 
humanity in all that they have in 
common.

All this is conveyed efficiently, 
and the film gets into the action 
quickly. But the characters lack 
depth because there are too 
many to deal with, and the film 
descends into a trite message of 
love and friendship beyond bar-
riers. This is a worthy theme but 
fails to convey the full power of 
the Christmas message.

This message is alluded to in 
the actions of a Catholic priest 
who accompanied the Scottish 
platoon. As the local church 
bells ring midnight, he ascends a 
podium before a makeshift cross 
to celebrate Mass. It is in Latin, 
and all bar a small few of the sol-

diers take part.
The Mass is punctuated with 

a rendition of Ave Maria by 
a beautiful opera singer, who 
braved the trench warfare to be 
with her husband. The beauty of 
her performance combined with 
the elements of the Mass hints 
at a transcendental link between 
all the soldiers, one that goes 
beyond the shared elements of 
daily life. 

It is in this moment that a 
vision of fraternity and equality is 
proposed, one shared before the 
cross. The Priest notes later that 
it was “the most important Mass 
of my life”. Few Christmas films 
these days directly allude to the 
Christian origins, and for this, 
the film must be commended. 

For all its shortcomings, the 
film captures a unique histor-
ical moment with sincerity, at 
times appropriate and at times 
jarring. It is often beautiful to 
look at and contains moments 

of cinematic power. It conveys 
the great pathos of the moment, 
but also leaves one with a sense 
of a missed opportunity. It is a 
worthy Christmas watch, but one 
which falls foul of the sentimen-
tality now associated with the 
season.

Joyeux Noel (Merry Christmas)
ALIVE! FILM REVIEW OF THE MONTH

DEREK RYAN 

Charles Chaput, Archbishop 
of Philadelphia, reminds us 
that C.S. Lewis’ Screwtape 

called noise the music of hell. Car-
dinal Sarah expounds the value and 
virtue of silence, from a personal 
and theological perspective – inti-
mating that silence can be heavenly 
but also one of the keys to heaven. 

Written in the form of an inter-
view with his interlocutor, Nicolas 
Diat, Cardinal Sarah meanders 
through The Power of Silence. The 
book does not work well as a cov-
er-to-cover read, as the answers 
can be dense, and sometimes 
excessively contemplative. As an 
aid to contemplation, however, to 
pick up and read a section, to help 
focus the mind in advance of seek-
ing silence, and clearing the clutter 
from the sub-conscious, the book 
works well. 

In a world where noise is dom-
inant, where an excess of noise 
squeezes out silence and creates an 
unfamiliarity and discomfort with 
silence, Cardinal Sarah attempts to 
carve a pathway to contemplation 
and silence.

Pope Benedict XVI, as theolo-
gian, as well as Pope, understood 
the human need for silence:

“[W]e are in such urgent need of 
an education towards inwardness. 
We need to be taught to enter into 
the heart of things ... The only way 
we can be saved from succumbing 
to the inflation of words is if we 
have the courage to face silence 

and in it learn to listen afresh to 
the Word. Otherwise we shall be 
overwhelmed by ‘mere words’ at 
the very point where we should be 
encountering the Word, the Logos, 
the Word of love, crucified and 
risen, who brings us life and joy.”

Cardinal Sarah takes up the 
challenge of the day, offering his 
thoughts on the why and the how 
of freeing oneself from the dicta-
torship of noise, to encounter the 
Word in silence. 

The Power of Silence is not for 
reading in one sitting. It is not for 
reading ‘on the go’. It needs some 
silence in order to absorb and to 
contemplate its meaning. 

Cardinal Sarah, supported by an 
Afterword from Pope Benedict XVI 
as an endorsement, is a rare voice 
in the modern world, a rare voice in 
the Church, that is often not heard 
because of the excess of noise 
inside and outside the Church. 

The Power of Silence by Robert 
Cardinal Sarah (with Nicolas Diat)

ALIVE! BOOK REVIEW OF THE MONTH



ACCOMMODATION

ALGARVE, Albuferia, Portugal. Luxury 1 or 
2 bed aparts for rent. Sky TV, shared pool, 
long/short term. Special winter rates. Tel: 
087 237 1716.

LUXURY 2 bed bungalow for holiday lets, 
short or long stays, all mod cons, suitable 
for wheelchairs, in beautiful surroundings at 
Knock, Mayo, 087 640 6588.

APARTMENT to rent in Medjugorje 3-bed-
room. Lift access. All mod cons. 5 mins from 
church. Tel: 086 105 5388.

MEDJUGORJE. Local family accom. 
En-suite rooms; groups welcome too. Con-
tact Christina 0044 7714 264849, viber, 
whats-app email: ostojic.ivan@tel.net.ba

LADY, pensioner looking for a room to rent 
in a house. Rent reasonable. Tralee, Killorg-
lin or Dingle area. Tel: 083 052 4469.

MISCELLANEOUS

ALOE VERA Forever living products. 
Distributor: Phil Colgan 01 628 1436;  
086 243 7653.

HEALTH and wellness company requires 
help, flexible hours work from home. Part 
time and full time earnings available, email 
ark@flp.com or phone Anita 087 062 4108.

DO you suffer from aches and pains? Why 
not call and find out about our amazing 
supplement called Move? Phone Anita  
087 062 4108 or email ark@flp.com

SOCIAL club, central Dublin, fun activities, 
games, parties, quizzes, annual outing, 
weekend break. Friendly atmosphere.  
Tel: 087 631 2116.

FINANCIAL opportunity available 
promoting ASEA cellular health products. 
www.redoxlife.com Tel: Mary 086 337 
0129.

AGGRESSIVE DOGS? Fend them off 
with Dazer for Walkers, Cyclists, Postmen. 
Nationwide brochure: 087 244 5568.

DOG FENCES €159; Dog Runs €219; 
e-trainers €119; Anti-bark collars €69. The 
Petsafe Superstore Nationwide. Details: 
www.RadioFence.ie

BLIND Exit? Driveway Safety Mirrors from 
only €39.95 www.BranBest.com Orders 
/ Enquiries Tel 087 244 5568 Nationwide.

CLASSICAL Hebrew. Beginners course, 
every Monday, 8-9pm. Commencing 
Monday 28th October, email: info@castle-
cootehouse.co.

BOOKS are available in Knock Book Shop, 
Co. Mayo. Easons Book Shop, Ballina,  
Co. Mayo, and Cost Cutters, Dromore 
West, Co. Sligo. €15 each.

PERSONAL

DUBLIN lady 49, seeks professional, caring 
partner, aged 46-58, for longterm friend-
ship. Likes walking, socialising, eating out. 
Box 2801.

LONELY widow, full of warmth and kind-
ness, dignified, good appearance, keen 
sense of humour, family grown up, seeks a 
warm personable, educated gent, to share 
coffee and conversation. Box 2802.

TIPPERARY  lady, early 50s, no ties, likes 
travel, music, walking, wltm gent of simi-
lar age from Tipperary Nth, or surrounds.  
Tel: 086 845 1469.

CULTURE vulture. Tall Dublin man, mid-
dle-aged, never married, no ties, NSSD, 
GSOH, seeks genuine, respectable lady, 
40-50s in similar situations. Must be NS. 
Interests include reading, cinema, theatre, 
quizzes, nature, sightseeing. Photo & phone 
number appreciated. In strictest confidence. 
ALA. Box 2803.

PILGRIMAGES

PILGRIMAGES, escorted tours, sun hol-
idays, music & fun tours, flights, Leinster 
rugby travel, sports tours, school & college 
tours, military & heritage tours, weddings 
& honeymoons abroad, cruises, worldwide 
holidays. Please contact Joe Walsh Piigrim-
tours 01 241 0800.

CHRISTMAS pilgrimage group to the 
Holyland. Ex-Dublin 19th-27th December. 
Taking in Bethlehem, Jerusalem, (Mount 
of Olives, Garden of Gethsemane, Last 
Supper Room and Calvary), Mount Tabor, 
Cana, Nazareth, Jericho, River Jordan, Dead 
Sea and Sea of Galilee.  Contact James 
Treacy 086 057 2216.

FATIMA 11th-18th May, 2020, ex Dublin, 
7 nights, full board. Hotel Cinquentenario. 
Discount E100, if booked by 13th Dec, 
2019. Tel: Maura 086 806 9891.

FATIMA Easter 8-13 April 2020; also Feast 
Day of Our Lady of Fatima 10–14 May; also 
Fatima 7-12 June and Fatima for Feast of 
Miracle of Sun 10–17 October. Contact 
James Treacy 086 057 2216.

SHANNON to Medjugorje-Mostar, 9th 
September 2020, book before 1st Feb to 
avail of €695pps. Call John O’Brien (086) 
858 6304.

DUBLIN to Medjugorje-Mostar, 19th 
August 2020, 7 nights, €675 before 1st 
Feb., Call Phil Robinson (086) 395 6299.

RELIGIOUS

HOLYFACE Reparation books, medals, & 
various scapulars. Write to: Michael Gorm-
ley, 68 Melvin Rd, Terenure, Dublin 6W.

THINKING about a vocation? Interested in 
knowing about the Dominican friars? Visit 
www.dominicans.ie

SUPREME short prayer (re-issue leaflet 
so vital today). Send addressed envelope: 
Bern Caesar, Brownshill, Carlow.

RETREAT House in St. Benedict’s Priory, 
Cobh run by Benedictine Nuns. Daily Mass, 
Day and Night Adoration, Monastic Liturgy, 
stunning views of Cobh Harbour, beautiful 
Bible Garden, Library, meals provided. For 
more information contact the guest mistress: 
021 4811354 email: cobhtyburnconvent@
gmail.com

LARGE statue of St. Philomena wanted. 
Tel: 087 922 4271. Email: comeragh21@
gmail.com.

STATUE of Our Lady of Medjugorje required 
for an Oratory. Tel: Beatrice 086 405 4489.

THANKSGIVING

THANKS to the Bl. Sacrament, Our Lady 
of Sorrows, St. Joseph of Cupertino, Sts. 
Joseph & Jude for favours received. LMS.

THANKSGIVING to the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus for a favour granted. JP.

THANKS to the Sacred Heart for favours 
received. EH.

USEFUL SERVICES

ALL unwanted home waste removed. 
Cookers, fridges, beds, suites, wardrobes, 
carpets, etc, removed and disposed of in 
proper manner. No job too small or big. 
Contact Tommy 087 640 6015.

REFACE your kitchen. We change kitchen 
cabinet doors, and worktops. Free esti-
mates. Tel: 01 862 4647.

TYPEWRITERS & dictating machines, 
repairs, sales, ribbons, most makes,  
Tel: 01 830 9333.

GREENTEAM. Trees felled, paving, fenc-
ing, overgrown gardens, different styles of 
pebble stone. Garage, house and garden 
clearance. Tel: 01 485 3931. Website: 
greenteamtreesandgroundwork.ie

CHAIN saws new & used, including spares 
& repairs. Also hog splitters, chopper 
shredders & everything for feeding & han-
dling sheep. B. Esmonde Machinery 0402 
37182. Nationwide deliveries.

TREE  surgeon climber with 5-6 years 
experience. West Limerick area. Tel: 086 
395 7697.
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PART 34: FATHER ROY

When we look at the lives 
of the saints – or, as in 
the case of Dorothy Day, 

those who although not yet pro-
claimed saints by the Church, 
and who have all the wisdom 
which sanctity brings with it – we 
wonder, as the townspeople of 
Nazareth wondered. “And coming 
to his hometown he taught them in 
their synagogue, so that they were 
astonished, and said, ‘Where did 
this man get this wisdom and these 
mighty works?’”

Dorothy, in the 1930s, was 
still a relatively recent convert. 
She was not, like St. John Henry 
Newman, someone who had 
come to the faith through ardu-
ous years of study of Scripture 
and the Fathers of the Church. 
All conversions have within them 
something of the mystery of God’s 
grace, certainly working through 
human instruments of his choos-
ing, but ultimately rooted in that 
ineffable thing which we call 
Divine Providence.

The birth of Dorothy’s daughter 
was the spark which ignited the 

light which led to her personal con-
version. Once that light was ignited 
she then searched for and found 
people who guided her spiritual 
growth to the understanding of 
God’s love for all souls which then 
burned in her own soul for the rest 
of her life. In her book, The Long 
Loneliness, she describes one of 
those and the guidance he gave 
to her and others in the Catholic 
Worker movement.

This was Father Pacifique Roy, 
a missionary priest from Quebec 
who was then stationed in Bal-
timore. One day he was brought 
by one of Dorothy’s friends to a 
Catholic Worker apartment in 
New York. She describes what 
happened:

“We were sitting in the dining 
room having our morning coffee 
when Father Roy started to talk 

to us about the love of God and 
what it should mean in our lives. 
He began with the Sermon on the 
Mount, holding us spellbound, so 
glowing was his talk, so heart-
felt. People came and went, we 
were called to the telephone again 
and again, but still Father Roy 
went on talking to all who would 
listen. The men came in from the 
soup kettles in the kitchen which 
were being prepared for the soup 
line and stayed to listen, tables 
were set around us and the people 
came in and were fed and went 
out again, and still Father talked, 
and so the day went. 

It was like the story in the Gos-
pels, when the two apostles were 
talking on the way to Emmaus, 
grieving and fearful and lament-
ing over the death of their Leader; 
suddenly a fellow traveller came 

along and began to explain the 
Scriptures, going as far as the 
town with them and even going to 
an inn to break bread with them. 
They knew Him then in the break-
ing of bread. They had said to each 
other, “Was not our heart burn-
ing within us, whilst he spoke in  
the way?”

“Father Roy talked to us of 
nature and the supernatural, ‘how 
God became man that man might 
become God, how we were under 
the obligation of putting off the old 
man and putting on Christ, how 
we had been made the sons of God, 
by the seed of supernatural life 
planted in us at our baptism, and 
of the necessity we were under to 
see that the seed grew and flour-
ished. We had to aim at perfection; 
we had to be guided by the folly of 
the Cross.” 

L I V E S  O F  T H E  S A I N T S 

DOROTHY DAY

CLASSIFIEDS
€1 per word;  
Box No. €3.00 extra

BREDA: 01 404 8187

(the UN Convention on the Rights 
of the Child (CRC)). She also, in a 
letter to the Irish Times by claim-
ing that common law derives from  
Canon Law.

Central to this is that Ms 
McAleese views the man-made 
human declarations of the CRC 
and the ‘theology’ of child-rights 
‘experts’ as being superior to Canon 
Law. She confuses the Vatican City 
State, with the Church itself. She 
assumes the Church has a different 
legal jurisdiction to other States, 
somehow transferring to schools 
and Churches. A basic understand-
ing of international law would tell 
you that jurisdiction refers to State 
boundaries. 

The Committee on the Rights 
of the Child asked the Holy See to 
review its Canon Law provisions 
to ensure they complied with the 
Convention. The Holy See refused, 
arguing that canon law was outside 
the Committee’s remit. The Com-
mittee disagreed. Mary takes the 
Committee’s view as gospel. 

She says, nonsensically, that 
The Holy See “has never consid-
ered the ethical, legal and moral 
implications of imposing lifelong 
membership of the Church and 
a body of obligations on a baby.” 
This, after 2,000 years of debate 
and even schisms on the issue. 
Even more confusedly she says: 
“Canon law today is a repository 

of largely uncritiqued, unsystema-
tised rights and obligations”, as if 
this millennia old group of laws has 
never been looked at, nor systema-
tised (as it was in 1983).

She says rights “acknowledged in 
the secular world to freedom of reli-
gion… are not recognised in canon 
law”, completely disregarding the 
reality that the if one does not 
believe the tenets of Canon Law, 
one simply does not have to follow 
them. Stalin said: ‘How man divi-
sions has the Pope got?’

She goes on to say, “Canon 
law has a penal system … which 
can include serious dissent from 
certain Church teachings or for 
schism, heresy and apostasy” not 
acknowledging that these are not 
judicial penalties in way that a State 
imposes them. They are often not 
even temporal. And when they are, 
they equate to penalties in a club 
rather than a State. 

But most obnoxiously she said 
that what was needed was “a clear 
acknowledgment from the Catho-
lic Church that the canon laws 
which constrict children’s rights 
have now been overtaken by the 
(UN) Convention and our Consti-
tution.” Mary McAleese wants to 
impose the Irish Constitution on 
the Church – which seems to be 
somewhat totalitarian. 

Fr. Vincent Twomey SVD, pro-
fessor emeritus of moral theology 
at St Patrick’s College, Maynooth 
provided the most apt response to 
all this: “as a theologian, it is hard 
to take anyone who says things like 
this seriously”.

SPECIAL OFFER TO 

MEDJUGORJE 
€100 off if paid in full 

by 13 December.

Travelling June and 
September, 7 nights

Please contact:
Phyllis Mulligan
0 8 7  2 0 2  8 4 9 2

MEDJUGORJE MASS 
St. Mary’s Lucan,

Monday 13th January at 7.30pm
Confessions & Rosary at 6.50pm.

Fb medjugorje mass lucan

  FROM PAGE 13.

Cameron Diaz in 2005.
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DUMBAG WRITES...  LETTERS FROM A MASTER TO A TRAINEE TEMPTER

Dia dhaoibh a pháistí,
It’s now the month of December, 

the weather has begun to get cold 
and the days have started to get 
shorter. All the animals have pre-
pared and have started to take their 
long winter sleep.

During this month we prepare 
for Jesus’ birthday too. This time 
of preparation is known as Advent. 
One of the ways we prepare in 
Advent is by attending Mass.

During this the priest lights 
the candles of the Advent Wreath 
which acts as a symbol of the 4 
weeks until Jesus’ birth.

We also give our family gifts at 
this time of year, as did the three 
wise men when they visited baby 
Jesus in the manger. They gave 
their gifts of Gold, Frankincense 
and Myrrh out of love and respect 
for Him, so too did God by giving 
us his son Jesus as gift to us so 
that we may pray, love and hope 
in Him.

Slán go fóill,  Aisling
ACROSS
1. A learner among cattle becomes a messenger (6)
4. Reverberates when ‘e chose wrongly (6)
8. This container sounds like a golfing assistant (5)
9. Hides partitions (7)
10. Cure Len somehow in Switzerland (7)
11. Begin reckless spree (5)
12. Noisy person seen in empty crumbling Italian 

cathedral in Irish county (4-5)
17. How a winner may eat? (5)
19. Do a turn around this building... (7)
21. ...and attack UN Rover (7)
22. Eager about accord (5)
23. The most up to date city exam? (6)
24. Aircraft found on jagged ridge around Loop Head (6)

DOWN
1. Damn! The French interrupt and harass (6)
2. Extremist causes Aldi car crash (7)
3. Hen’s row? 5)
5. Vehicle I bought mainly for large deer (7)
6. Canoe broke up at sea (5)
7. American ship from the south goes to former 

English county (6)
9. Decreasing household item? (5,4)
13. Match officials emerge when top minister 

stumbles in America (7)
14. Number found under broken Hard Disk at either end (7)
15. Place for studying fish? (6)
16. Run into your job? (6)
18. A government body which is proficient? (5)
20. Follow along a path (5)

SOLUTION TO NOVEMBER CROSSWORD: 
ACROSS: 1. Scuffle 5. Defer 8. Orate 9. Cabaret 10. Painted 11. 
Clear 12. Simple 14. Reared 17. Races 19. Amiable 22. Paragon 
23. Leeds 24. Skate 25. Demesne. DOWN: 1. Scoop 2. Uranium 
3. Fleet 4. Escudo 5. Debacle 6. Farce 7. Retired 12. Stripes 13. 
Lasagne 15. Robbers 16. Panned 18. Circa 20. Islam 21. Ensue.

KidsKids Corner Corner PRIZE CROSSWORD

Solution to ALIVE! St. Mary’s Priory, Tallaght, Dublin 24.

Return to ALIVE! St. Mary’s Priory, Tallaght, Dublin 24.

€25 CRYPTIC CLUES: €25 for the first correct entry out  
of the bag. Entries before Monday, 9th December.  
One entry per family. Winner & answers next month. NO. 240

NAME

ADDRESS

 TELEPHONE

NOVEMBER CROSSWORD WINNER: 
Jim Johnson,  

Banagher Street,  
Cloghan, Offaly.

✃

COLOURING COMPETITION - WIN €10 194

NAME

ADDRESS

 AGE

✃

COLOURING  
COMPETITION WINNER FOR  

NOVEMBER WAS: 
Clare Gallagher,  

Old Rectory, Collon,  
Co. Louth. Age11.

C R O S S W O R D  N O .  2 4 0 •  D e c e m b e r  2 0 1 9
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Solutions to November Crossword:

Across: 1. Scuffle 5. Defer 8. Orate 9.
Cabaret 10. Painted 11. Clear 12. Simple
14. Reared 17. Races 19. Amiable 22.
Paragon 23. Leeds 24. Skate 25.
Demesne.

Down: 1. Scoop 2. Uranium 3. Fleet 4.
Escudo 5. Debacle 6. Farce 7. Retired 12.
Stripes 13. Lasagne 15. Robbers 16.
Panned 18. Circa 20. Islam 21. Ensue.

1 7

8 9

10 11

12 13
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ACROSS
1. A learner among cattle becomes a messenger (6)
4. Reverberates when ‘e chose wrongly (6)
8. This container sounds like a golfing assistant (5)
9. Hides partitions (7)
10. Cure Len somehow in Switzerland (7)
11. Begin reckless spree (5)
12. Noisy person seen in empty crumbling Italian 

cathedral in Irish county (4-5)
17. How a winner may eat? (5)
19. Do a turn around this building... (7)
21. ...and attack UN Rover (7)
22. Eager about accord (5)
23. The most up to date city exam? (6)
24. Aircraft found on jagged ridge around Loop Head (6)

DOWN
1. Damn! The French interrupt and harass (6)
2. Extremist causes Aldi car crash (7)
3. Hen’s row? 5)
5. Vehicle I bought mainly for large deer (7)
6. Canoe broke up at sea (5)
7. American ship from the south goes to former 

English county (6)
9. Decreasing household item? (5,4)
13. Match officials emerge when top minister stumbles in

America (7)
14. Number found under broken Hard Disk at either 

end (7)
15. Place for studying fish? (6)
16. Run into your job? (6)
18. A government body which is 

proficient? (5)
20. Follow along a path (5)

CAN YOU GUESS THESE CHRISTMAS WORDS?

ANSWERS: ADVENT, NATIVITY, JESUS, SHEPHERD

A _ V _ N

J _ S _ S

N _ T _ V _ T Y

S H _ P H _ R _

CHRISTMAS WORD WHEEL

How many words can you find? 
9 letter word
Hint: The place where Jesus was 
born

Dear Dastardly Smithers, 

Smithers, you are doing well, 
my young sage, doing well. 
But yet, there is much that 

you must learn. And learn it you 
will. You can learn from me, but 
you will learn from others too. 
You just have to keep your eyes 
and ears open. 

If you are following the news in 
Ireland, I am sure you are taking 
notes. If there is one thing that you 
can do, keep an ear to the ground 
right now. If you are paying atten-
tion, you can see what is going on 
and how effective it is. 

All sort of things can be chal-
lenged. Call Catholic doctrine into 
question. Just say black is white. 

If you can present yourself as 
an intellectual, as a person of 
some import, and better still if 
you can get yourself a ‘Catho-
lic’ qualification somewhere, 
you can say almost anything and 
get away with it. You can decon-
struct dogmas and you can empty 
morality of its meaning. You can 
turn morality on its head and rel-
ativise most anything. 

I have heard said that relativism 
is the mask of Judas disguised as 
an intellectual. 

If you make friends in high 
places, they will give you a plat-
form to say what you like. You can 
claim a Pope said one thing, when 
he actually said the opposite. And 
even then, when you are shown 

up to be wrong, you will have 
friends who will amplify your dis-
tractions. 

And in all cases, make sure that 
you contend that you are Catho-
lic. That you just want the best 
for the Church, and for all people. 
Be earnest. Be outraged. Mor-
ally outraged. Keep pushing and 
cause division. 

You can set up a movement. 
Or better still, be part of a 
movement. Amplify it. Be that 
movement and do it in the name 
of the Church, all the while saying 
you are church while despising it 
at the same time. 

You will criticise the Church 
and they will criticise you back. 
And I will sit back and laugh. 
We can tempt so many under 
the appearance and insistence of 
doing good. We can destroy the 
Church by saying how much we 

care about the Church. We can 
divide by saying we just want 
what is best for it. 

We can tear down those walls. 
Where confusion reigns, God 
cannot dwell. We can sell off the 
Church, piece by piece. It is easier 
to destroy than to create. Few will 
argue with your logic when you 
present learned credentials. 

And it is easy to undermine a 
Truth that has been built up over 
two millennia by throwing a small 
bit of doubt because fewer and 
fewer know the depth of history. 
So few are educated and most of 
those, we have already excluded 
from the public square. 

Until next time, 

Dumbag

Divide and Conquer

Wishing all our 
readers a Blessed 
Christmas
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Dear Fellow Reader of Alive,

My name is David Manly and I’m writ-
ing to you on behalf of Family & Life, one 
of Ireland’s oldest and largest pro-life 
organisation. 

For six years, Family & Life has been 
aiding Catholics and other Christians per-
secuted by Islamic terrorists in Iraq. Even 
though the Iraq War is offi  cially “over,” the 
terror group known as “ISIS” continues to 
randomly attack Christian communities.

Here is the latest grim news – and 
it pains me to have to give you this news 
as we prepare to celebrate the birth of our 
Saviour…

Christian farmers and 
crops threatened, food 
shortages are just one 
harvest away.

Recent ISIS hit-and-run attacks have 
all but destroyed the sources of water 
and the storage systems for the Christian 
villages of Nalu and Smil in the North of 
Iraq, as well as the network of channels 
that irrigate the farm land. Water loss 
means a poor harvest and food shortages 
are a very real possibility.

Sadly, there is more…

Christian children denied 
school transportation.

The Islamic-run government refuses to 
provide a school bus for Christian chil-
dren. Their parents do not have enough 
money to hire a bus and driver. The 
school is just 20 km away, but the chil-
dren can’t get to it.

And even if the school bus was run-
ning, there is the absolutely critical issue 
of protecting the children. ISIS terrorists 
randomly attack school buses. Buses car-
rying Christian children are singled out.

These Christian victims of 
terrorism face critical new 
problems. They need our 
help right now.

€11,000 is immediately required to 
rebuild the irrigation system recently 
shattered. Another €8,200 is needed 
now for a school bus, its driver, fuel and 
most importantly, security to protect the 
children from possible terrorist attack 
as they travel to school. (47 children will 
take the school bus daily.)

Gifts of €100… €75… €50… €40 
and €30 will make up the bulk of 
what’s needed to help these Chris-
tians who continue to suff er. So 
please don’t think that your gift of €50 or 
€100 won’t be important because it most 
certainly WILL be important!

But before you decide on one of those 
amounts, please let me ask if a larger 
sacrifi ce is possible, perhaps €500, 
€1,000 or even as much as €5,000. 

Think how much closer that will bring 
us to providing what the villagers 
need now. 

Their needs are immediate 
and urgent – there is no 
time for delay

When ISIS terrorists have destroyed 
the village water storage, threatening 
the crops of Christian farmers . . .when 
Christian children can’t travel the 20 km 
to school because there is no school bus 
and no security to protect them… then 
the need is indeed urgent – very urgent!

I know you’re preparing a list of family 
and friends to whom you’ll give gifts this 
Christmas. Please – won’t you gener-
ously add our suff ering Christian 
brethren to Your Gift list? 

Yours for our fellow Christians in Iraq 
who continue to suff er persecution,

With sincere thanks for your prayers 
and sacrifi ce,

David Manly

Donate now 
by phoning 01 855 2145 
or securely on-line at 
donate.familyandlife.org

✁

✁

Card No.

Name:

Address:

Signature: Date:

Phone: Email:

or debit my:    Mastercard      Visa

Please make a cheque / postal order payable to Family & Life.

Expiry: CVC:

URGENT FREEPOST REPLY 
To aid Catholics & other Christians 
suffering under Islamic persecution

Dear David,

 YES! This Christmas, I’m helping 
Family & Life aid our Christian brethren 
suffering under Islamic persecution in the 
Iraqi villages of Nalu and Smil. Enclosed 
is my maximum gift of...

 €40  €50  €75  €100

 €250  €500  €750  €1,000

I can make an extra special 
Christmas sacrifice:

 €2,500   €5,000

Family & Life depends on gifts in ALL amounts. So if we can 
count on you for some other amount, please enter it here €

Please cut out and post to: Family Life, FREEPOST, 26 Mountjoy Square, Dublin 1, Ireland.
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What the Iraqi priest 
said about emergency 
aid from Family & Life 
supporters

Last month Family & Life volun-
teers returned from the Christian 
Iraqi villages of Nalu and Smil where 
they assessed the new and immediate 
needs of the villagers.

Both villages were nearly destroyed 
by ISIS terrorists during the war.

Back then Family & Life sup-
porters rushed to the villagers’ aid, 
providing water fi ltration systems, 
generators, medicine, and food and 
clothes. For us, it was just a matter 
of Christian charity, something any 
good Catholic would instinctively do.

Father Jibrail (“Gabriel” in 
English) is the unoffi  cial village 
leader. Here is what Father told 
the Family & Life volunteers 
who just returned from those 
villages:

“Many international aid 
organisations promised 
us help only to be stalled 

by their own internal 
bureaucracies. Their 

intentions were good but 
they failed us. 

Family & Life was the one 
organisation that right 

away sent relief experts to 
fi nd out what we needed to 
survive and rebuild. And 

then they helped us in every 
way we asked.

“I do not exaggerate when 
I say that without you, 
rebuilding our villages 

might not have been 
possible. Every single day, 

Family & Life is in the 
prayers of the villagers. 
What you have done for 

us will never, ever be 
forgotten!”

CATHOLICS & OTHER CHRISTIANS 
STILL SUFFERING HORRIBLY UNDER 

ISLAMIC PERSECUTION


