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Wonder Woman star, Gal Gadot, will be the 
lead in a film about a real-life wonder woman, 
Irena Sendler, a Catholic nurse from Poland 

who helped save an estimated 2,500 Jewish children 
by smuggling them out of the Warsaw Ghetto during 
World War II. She managed to find homes for the chil-
dren with Christian Polish families and with Catholic 
nuns, saving these children... Cont’d on page 2. 



LIAM O’CONNOR

Youth 2000 have recently elected a new 
National Leader, a young teacher work-
ing in the north of Ireland, Peter Sands. 

When asked what is Youth 2000’s main 
objective, he says: “Youth 2000 seeks to 
create opportunities for young Catholics in 
Ireland to come together, build community, 
share and grow in their faith.

“It is for everyone aged 16-35 years old and 
an opportunity to meet a lot of other young 

people, experience the richness of our Catho-
lic faith and really make a difference.”

At their recent Summer Festival this year 
over 1000 young people participated making 
it the largest Catholic Youth event of the Year. 

Youth 2000 also host twelve retreats every 
year (one every month) in all four provinces 
of Ireland. Two such retreats are coming up 
very soon: their Munster Regional Retreat 
– 1st-3rd November in Killarney; and their 
Christmas Retreat in Newbridge, on Decem-
ber 8th. 

Peter points out the fact that they also have 
over twenty weekly prayer groups all across 
Ireland.

Youth 2000 focuses on its three pillars. 
These are simply the central aspects of the 
Catholic faith: the Eucharist, Our Lady, and 
fidelity to Scriptures and the magisterial 
teaching of the Church. Their motto is ‘Youth 
leading Youth to the Heart of the Church”, 
remarks the new National Leader.

You can build 
some things 
on Sand!
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JACK WALSH

On Sunday 13th January 
this year, a new movement 
of Catholic Scouting was 

launched in Cork, named Guides 
and Scouts of Europe – Ire-
land who are affiliated to the 
Union Internationale des Guides 

et Scouts d’Europe – Fédéra-
tion du Scoutisme Européen  
(UIGSE-FSE). 

The Union brings together 20 
similar scouting movements in as 
many countries in Europe, the US 
and Canada. It was born in 1956, 
in Germany. 

A group of young German, 
Austrian and French guides and 

scouts, burning with the desire to 
be reconnected to each other fol-
lowing the devastation of WWII, 
turned to the scouting fraternity 
to rekindle the Christian spirit 
among them. 

Since then the movement has 
grown, and it now counts 60,000 
members worldwide. The UIGSE-
FSE is an association recognised 

by the Holy See under Canon Law.
After their summer break The 

Guides and Scouts of Europe – 
Ireland recently celebrated their 
“back to scouting” day for their 
Wolfcubs, Guides and Scouts, 
chiefs, volunteers, and support-
ing families who gathered in the 
famous oratory in Gougane Barra, 
Cork for Holy Mass. 

The little iconic oratory was 
filled with about hundred people 
in total. “We are launching our 
new scouting year under the pro-
tection of St. Finbarr, founder and 
patron Saint of Cork, and patron 
Saint of the Cork 1st  (Scouts and 
Wolfcubs boys), and of St. Thérèse 
of Lisieux, who is the patron Saint 
of the Cork 2nd (Guides and Wolf-
cubs girls),” said Bénédicte, one of 
the founders of Guides and Scouts 
of Europe – Ireland.

...from starvation, disease and 
the concentration camps.

The Warsaw Ghetto was estab-
lished by the Germans in November 
1940 and lasted until 1943. Over the 
intervening years, the total death 
toll of Jewish inhabitants of the 
Ghetto is estimated to be at least 
392,000: killed by bullet or gas, 
hunger and disease, or as casualties 
of a famous uprising in the Ghetto.

During her courageous work to 
save the children of the Ghetto, 
Sender was arrested and tortured 
by the Gestapo, but never gave up 
the locations of the children. She 
was even sentenced to death, but 
managed to escape her execution. 

After the war she received the 
Gold Cross of Merit, and the Order 
of the White Eagle, Poland’s highest 
honour, for her wartime humani-
tarian efforts. Sendler died in 2008, 
the same year she was nominated 
for the Nobel Peace Prize.

The film, appropriately named 
after its heroine Irena Sendler, will 
probably not reach Irish screens 
until late 2020.

Inspiration from the Saints Finbar and Thérèse

The Guides and Scouts of Europe – Ireland, with their families in Gougane Barra.

Irena in 1944.

Cork children who recently made 
their Wolfcub promise.

Youth 2000 have recently elected a new National Leader, a young teacher  
working in the six counties, Peter Sands. 
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JACK WALSH

“There was huge respect and 
indeed a sense of surprise 
among the crowds that 

watched the rally wind its way 
down Patrick Street, towards St 
Mary’s,” commented Michael, one 
of the organisers of Cork’s annual 
Rosary Rally.

Cork is no stranger to public 
displays of the faith, being one of 
the only remaining Dioceses to 
continue to hold a public Corpus 
Christi procession each year. 

While Corpus Christi reminds 
one of the importance of the 

Blessed Eucharist, the Rosary Rally 
is an important reminder of how 
essential this prayer is in the life of 
a Catholic. 

“It is what kept our faith alive 
and our ancestors strong in the 
great persecution during the 16th 
century and later under the Penal 
Laws”, pointed out Joseph, who 
was also in attendance at last year’s 
Rosary Rally.  

With the nationwide Costal 
Rosary in October, and a National 
Rosary Rally to come in January 
2020, it appears that not only is 
this prayer still an important part 
of the faithful, but also may be 
growing in its popularity again.

Making  
Prayer Public

Rosary Rally taking place in Cork this year.

Participants enjoying the obligatory Pizza at the Encounter.

Candle lighting at Nighfever recently in Cork.

LIAM O’CONNOR

DON’T WORRY, it is not some 
new epidemic to threaten 
humanity, but rather a med-

icine aimed to heal. 
Well, that is the claim of one 

the volunteers at Nightfever. “The 
idea is simple”, explains Martin, 
“open the church at night, invite 
people in to light a candle - hence 
Nightfever - and let Christ work. It 
is remarkable what happens. It is a 
sure remedy that calms the spirit”. 

While the Eucharist is exposed 
on the altar, as priests hear con-
fessions, with quiet music playing, 
young adults stand on the streets 
around a Church and invite people 
inside to simply light a candle 

before going on their way for the 
evening. 

Everyone is welcome to stay for 
as long or as short as they like, and 
to come and go as they please. 

Nightfever started in October 
2005 in Germany, with two stu-
dents. Initially, their event was 
planned as a single event. How-
ever, once Nightfever had started, 
the word spread fast and young 
people in other German cities 
wanted to start running it in their 
churches, too. 

The word kept spreading, and 
many young Catholics beyond 
German borders starting Night-
fever in their churches with it is 
now being celebrated in 26 other 
countries: Austria, Switzerland, 
Netherlands, Denmark, England, 

Scotland, Italy, Spain Canada, 
Croatia, Australia, Brazil, USA, 
Belgium, Poland, Argentina, 
Thailand, Luxembourg, France, 
Slovakia, Mexico, Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, India, Hungary and 
of course Ireland, reaching our 
shores in 2012, in Dublin; and 
Cork held its first Nightfever in 
2013.

As Nightfever was founded, and 
is still being run, by young adults, 
the structures are quite flexible: 
each city that runs Nightfever is 
self-sufficient and independent 
but always preserves the Nightfe-
ver DNA at its core. 

There are regular Nightfevers 
in all of the main cites in Ireland 
throughout the year. Check one 
out and feel the Fever!

Night Fever spreading rapidly 
throughout Ireland

BRIAN MCGONAGLE

The Encounter, launched in 
2016, an initiative of the 
Dublin Diocese, is an hour 

of reflective adoration for young 
adults, in a candlelit atmosphere, 

with live acoustic music. 
There are guest speakers invited 

to each event and there is always a 
social afterwards, usually involving 
pizza. The Encounter, which takes 
place once a month at St. Paul’s 
Church, Arran Quay, in Dublin, 
has more recently been launched 

in Cork as well. The next event is 
being held on Friday November 
15th, in St. Mary’s, Pope’s Quay. 

The Dublin Diocese evangelisa-
tion programme which, according 
its mission statement, wishes to 
“witness to Jesus Christ and His 
Gospel, building faith communities 

and discerning innovative ways 
to engage with contemporary cul-
ture”, offers young people not just 
The Encounter, but many other 
such encounters. 

For example, their Faithfest for 
teenagers, which is held in Holy 
Cross, Clonliffe Rd, aims to build 
spaces where teenagers explore 
faith, and experience belonging, 
worship and prayer in a creative 
and fun atmosphere. 

There is also a weekly Catho-
lic book club for young adults on 
Thursdays in St. Paul’s Church, 
Arran Quay; and a monthly hike, 
which in October took them up the 
Sugarloaf Mountain. 

In Ireland in 2019 it is difficult to 
engage with young people in trying 
to hand on the faith, for a variety of 
reasons, and it is refreshing to see a 
Diocese being so innovative in this 
crucial area of evangelisation. 

How does one make an Encounter?

Photo: Cillian Kelly.

Photo: Cillian Kelly.
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NIAMH  
UÍ BHRIAIN

Last July, the 
British Par-
liament at 

Westminster voted 
to overrule the 
people of the north 
of Ireland and impose a radical and 
extreme piece of abortion legisla-
tion on the province.

The vote, orchestrated by Brit-
ish Labour MP, Stella Creasy, 
tore-up the right of the devolved 
parliament – the Northern Ireland 
Assembly in Stormont – to decide 
on sensitive social issues. It also 
trampled on the rights of voters 
in the north, who are, according 
to opinion polls, opposed to West-
minster making these decisions.

But what is truly 
astounding about this 
return to direct rule is  
that the shift was backed 
to the hilt by Sinn Féin, 
the party whose entire 
raison d’être has always 
been an independent and 
united Ireland, free of 
British control.

In 1801, the Act of Union abol-
ished the Irish Parliament and 
established British dominion over 
the country. This denial of self-de-
termination became a rallying 
point for every Irish political and 
revolutionary leader from Daniel 
O’Connell to Patrick Pearse.

It is why, to this day, Sinn Féin 
MPs elected in Northern Ireland 
make so much of their refusal to 
take seats in the British Parlia-
ment. In March of last year, Sinn 
Féin’s Paul Maskey wrote that 
Westminster “should have no part 
in governing the people of Ire-
land”, declaring that “the interests 
of the Irish people have rarely been 
the concern of the British govern-
ment or parliament”. 

It was astonishing then, to see 
Sinn Féin leaders signing up to a 
letter organised by Stella Creasy 
which argued that decisions on 
abortion should not be devolved - 
in other words, this decision should 
not rest with politicians represent-
ing the people in the north, but 
instead come under the control of 
the British parliament.

In doing so, they signed away 
one of the most fundamental prin-
ciples of Irish sovereignty, and at 
the same time actually requested 
the intervention of a parliament 
republicans have always consid-
ered a foreign power.

For many nationalists, Sinn 

Féin’s craven entreaty for a return 
to direct rule feels like an act of 
treason.

This fundamental shift away 
from self-determination is driven 
by the party’s obsession with 
woke politics. The words “The 
North is Next” were hastily scrib-
bled on cardboard and held aloft 
by grinning Sinn Féin leaders at 
the celebrations of the repeal of 
Ireland’s pro-life amendment in 
Dublin Castle. Since then, their 
political machinations have con-
centrated on same-sex marriage 
and abortion rather than providing 
housing or healthcare.

Previous votes on 
abortion at the Northern 
Ireland Assembly, in 2016 
for example, have seen 
measures to liberalise 
the abortion law fail. But 
the Assembly has been 
stalling since January 
2017, effectively leaving 
the region without a 
government.

In a move which would have 
been previously been unthink-
able for any republican, Sinn 
Féin President, Mary-Lou 
McDonald, and the party’s Vice 
President, Michelle O’Neill, seized 
the opportunity to ask British 
MPs to legislate for abortion in 
the north of Ireland. It prompted 
Ulster Unionist, Lord John Kil-
clooney, to tweet that Sinn Féin 
were now accepting “direct rule”.

Accepting direct rule may come 
at a price for the party, however. 
It has already lost a significant 
number of members and elected 
representatives - including two 
high-profile TDs - in the last few 
years because of its dramatic shift 
on social policy.

One of those TDs, Peadar Tóibín, 
founded a new political party, 
Aontú, after being forced out of 
Sinn Féin on the abortion issue. 
Tóibín says “the objective of Irish 
unity and independence has fallen 
down the priority list. Identity pol-
itics, abortion, transgender rights, 
and other issues have been ele-
vated up the policy priority list.”

Aontú councillor for Derry, Dr 

Anne McCloskey, accused Sinn 
Féin of “going cap in hand to West-
minster to beg English MPs to 
impose their laws on our lands.”

Tóibín believes the drift from 
self-determination in favour of 
woke politics is a reason for the 
recent vote collapse for Sinn 
Féin both north and south of the 
border. The party lost almost half 
of its seats in local councils in the 
Republic.

Polls in Northern Ireland show 
that the majority of people do not 
want Westminster imposing abor-
tion on the province. 

A ComRes poll found 
that 64 per cent of people 
in the north of Ireland 
agreed that changing the 
law on abortion should 
be a matter for politicians 
in the province and not 
the British Parliament at 
Westminster.

Earlier this month, two huge 
pro-life rallies were held back-to-
back in Stormont and in Belfast 
city centre, where former Police 
Ombudsman, Baroness Nuala 
O’Loan, described the Westminster 
vote as a “denial of democracy”. 

Sinn Féin famously means ‘we 
ourselves’, a reference to the right 
of Ireland and her people to decide 
their destiny and their laws. The 
party’s new embrace of direct rule, 
and its abandonment of that core 
principle of self-determination, 
may yet be its undoing.

Actor Shia LaBeouf is almost 
as well known for going 
off the rails as for his part 

in hit movies like Transformers, 
but he recently told Channel 4 
that his co-star in his latest movie 
saved him. 

Zack Gottsagen, who has 
Down Syndrome, was shooting 
The Peanut Butter Falcon, with 
LaBeouf  when a string of inci-
dents culminated in LaBeouf being 
arrested in July 2017 on charges of 
disorderly conduct, obstruction, 
and public drunkenness.

The next day LaBeouf rejoined 
the cast of the movie, but he 
says he “couldn’t really look any-
body in the eye.” It was at that 
point, LaBeouf told Channel 4, 
that Gottsagen put his hand on 
his shoulder and brought him 
back from what he described as a 
“twisted” time in his life.

Gottsagen gave LaBeouf “one 
chance to prove to himself: never, 
never, never do this kind of stuff 
again.”

LaBeouf said that Gottsagen 
“nursed me back, on a boat, during 
a scene where we’re talking about, 
like, the painful past.” 

“That stuff hurts,” he admitted. 
That moment and continuing with 
movie on those terms saved him, 
LaBeouf said. Gottsagen’s mother 
said that LaBeouf agreed then and 
there not to touch alcohol for the 
rest of filming and that he hasn’t 
had a drink since.

The actor told ‘Esquire’ last year 
that to hear Gottsagen say that he 
was disappointed in him probably 
changed the course of his life.

“Zack can’t not shoot straight,” 
he told the magazine, “and bless 
him for it, ‘cause in that moment, 
I needed a straight shooter who I 
couldn’t argue with.”  

The Peanut Butter Falcon tells 
the story of a young man with 
Down syndrome on his journey to 
becoming a professional wrestler.  
It has been on general release since 
October 19th.

The Religious Sisters of Char-
ity were pleased to launch 
a new permanent tribute 

to founder Mary Aikenhead at a 
dedicated space in the historic St 
Francis Xavier Church on Gar-
diner Street, Dublin. 

The display of two panels detail 
her life and service to the poor.  
The panels show the journey of 
their founder, her work and ded-
ication to help the poor and the 
founding of the Congregation of 
the Religious Sisters of Charity. 
Congregation began in 1815 and 
she and the Sisters were known 
as the ‘walking nuns’ as they went 
about visiting the poor and desti-
tute in their homes.

One panel outlines the life of 
Mary Aikenhead from her birth, 
highlighting some significant mile-
stones. She founded the order 
with a mission to give and help 
the poorest in our society at a time 
when only the rich could afford 
basic services such as education 
and healthcare. The second panel 
brings the visitor through the time-
line of her life with each decade 
highlighting her achievements.

According to graphic designer 
Paula Nolan, who designed the 
panels “it was important to show 

Mary Aikenhead as human and 
even ordinary, and for this reason 
the principal image used with her 
personal biography is as a young 
woman, not in religious dress”.

The panels are a lovely addition 
to the church which already plays 
host to a multitude of sacred and 
culturally important items such 
as the sacred space of Blessed 
John Sullivan, Evie Hone stained 
glass windows and a Harry Clarke 
stained glass window. 

is an exciting new media platform 
for Life, Faith, Family & Freedom

Be part of it!
Call 01 8730465 to donate  
Challenge the consensus

Sinn Féin betrays centuries of 
tradition and request British 
direct rule on abortion

Actor says co-star with  
Down Syndrome saved him

New Dedicated Space at Gardiner St. 
Church Honours Mary Aikenhead

Portrait of Daniel O’Connell  
by Alfred M. Hoffy.

Portrait of Mary Aikenhead 
(1787–1858), foundress of the 

order Religious Sisters of Mercy 
by Nicholas Joseph Crowley 

(1819–1857).

See www.gript.ie
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Q: I try to pray, but I keep getting dis-
tracted. Am I doing something wrong?

A: Maybe.
Seriously, it might be your fault, but it isn’t 

something that can’t be dealt with, so don’t 
panic and stop reading or anything. Let me 
ask you a couple questions: Where are you 
trying to pray? When are you trying to pray? 
Now, of course we can pray anywhere, but do 
I limit my prayer time to when I’m driving 
to work? Am I trying to read the Bible at the 
kitchen table while someone else is making 
breakfast? Do you keep falling asleep in the 
middle of your prayers? 

Well, it might help if you didn’t try to 
pray while lying in bed snuggled beneath 
the covers. Do you leave your prayer up to 
chance (“I’ll get around to it if I can find the 
time”)?

St. John Chrysostom reminded us that we 
can (and ought) to pray while we are at work, 
or while we are shopping, or while we are 
making dinner … but that can’t be the bulk of 
our prayer time. I know a doctor who prays 
the Rosary while running, a bishop who does 
it while swimming laps, and a priest who lis-
tens to the Psalms on his iPod while on his 
treadmill. But for any of those individuals to 
enter into intimate union with God, they will 
need to find a quiet place where their only 
occupation is relationship with God. 

Think of it this way: Sometimes I will call 
my dad while I’m driving somewhere. I am 
calling because I want to talk with him, but 
also because I don’t really have anything else 
to do at that particular moment. He doesn’t 
mind; he likes talking with me. But what 
would it mean if I called when there was 
nothing else on my mind but the conversa-
tion I was having with him? Wouldn’t that at 
least open up the possibility of a more mean-
ingful (and fruitful) conversation?

Haven’t you 
noticed how much 
easier it is to talk 
with someone you 
see on a regular 
basis? You don’t have 
to spend time on chit-
chat, and you don’t 
have to try and figure 
the other person out … 
you can dive right into 
what is most deeply on 
your mind. It is much more difficult to stay 
focused when you only speak occasionally.

What do you think your prayer ought 
to look like? Many of us imagine that, if we 
were really able to pray well, that would mean 
that all of our prayer would be total bliss the 
entire time and even if we knelt down for an 
hour, it ought to seem as if hardly a moment 
had passed by. Well one thousand years may 
be as one day to God, but sometimes a holy 
hour can seem like an eternity to us.

Here’s a little hint: you are going to be dis-
tracted in prayer. No matter what you do. The 
trick is: don’t panic. C.S. Lewis wrote that, as 
a boy, he would become so preoccupied with 
focusing on every word of every prayer that 
he nearly drove himself mad as he began his 
prayers over and over, trying to get through 
even one prayer without his mind wandering. 

It ultimately contributed to his leaving reli-
gion for a large portion of his life. He thought 
God wouldn’t accept a prayer uttered in dis-
traction. He was wrong. If you find yourself 
distracted in prayer, please don’t think you 
have to start the prayer over again in order 
for it to “count”. Instead, calmly bring your-
self back to focusing on God.

Fr. Mike will be speaking at an Evangeli-
sation Conference in Cork, next May. Details 
to follow.

JACK WALSH

A plan by pro-abortion campaigners 
to stop a major prolife movie being 
released into Irish cinemas has failed. 

The movie is called Unplanned and their 
reason for wanting it banned is that it tells 
the true story of Abby Johnson who worked 
for eight years with America’s largest abor-
tion chain, Planned Parenthood, until she 
had a dramatic change of heart after witness-
ing an abortion.

Johnson was called in to assist in an ultra-
sound-guided abortion for the first time in 
September 2009, and was distressed to note 
how much the unborn child looked like the 
image she had seen of her own daughter 
in the womb. She then watched in horror 
as the baby, who she had argued was inca-
pable of feeling anything, squirmed and 
twisted to avoid the abortion instrument. It 
was a moment of reckoning that generated 
the movie’s tagline: “What she saw changed 
everything”.

The movie was a major success in the US, 
becoming the fourth-highest grossing film in 
the country on its opening weekend.  Let’s 
hope its release here meets with the same 
success. 

To the pro-life movement in Ireland, on 

Cathol icIre-
land.net, the 
co-directors, 
Cary Sol-
omon and 
Chuck Konzel-
man, offer 
their advice: 
“Unplanned 
can only make 
a difference if 
people go to 
see it. Here in the States many people went 
to see Unplanned three and four times. 
And each time they would take someone 
with them who they knew needed to see it. 
Unplanned is an evangelistic tool of sorts for 
the pro-life movement.”

Fortunately, pro-abortion advocates and 
politicians have inadvertently given the 
movie some additional publicity, seeking to 
create zones of fear outside cinemas. While 
most of the media refused to cover the movie 
itself, many news agencies were more than 
eager to publicise the protests, unwittingly 
advertising the times and locations of the 
movies that were to be protested.

One individual from Eastern Europe 
saying she heard about the movie on social 
media from those protesting it and decided 
to fly to Ireland to see it herself!

Unplanned: how shutting 
down free speech backfired

Questions and Answers with Fr. Mike

Fr. Mike Schmitz
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CATHERINE O’TOOLE 

US President Donald Trump 
recently addressed the UN 
General Assembly at its 74th 

session and shocked the world as 
he tackled UN support for abortion 
in the starkest of terms. 

He noted that “we are aware that 
many United Nations projects have 
attempted to assert a global right to 
taxpayer-funded abortion-on-de-
mand, right up until the moment 
of delivery.” Commenting on this, 
he pointed out that “global bureau-
crats have absolutely no business 
attacking the sovereignty of nations 
that wish to protect innocent life. 
Like many nations here today, we 
in America believe that every child, 
born and unborn, is a sacred gift 
from God.” 

This statement comes amid 
a global abortion battle raging 
between the Trump administra-
tion on the one side and abortion 
giants and shadow interests at the 
UN on the other. The current pro-
life US administration does not shy 
away from firing poignant salvos 
at the increasingly discredited UN 
bureaucracy. 

To the UN, the US and 18 other 
countries issued a joint statement 
highlighting the fact that there is 
no recognised international right 
to abortion. The US Health and 
Human Services Secretary Alex 
Azar also slammed the UN for 
hiding behind euphemisms like 
“reproductive health rights” in their 
campaign to promote abortion. 

President Trump has also sought 

to give the UN a renewed direction 
as he became the first US president 
to lead a UN event on religious per-
secution and religious freedom. In 
a speech at the event Trump stated 
that “it is estimated that 11 Chris-
tians are killed every day (...) for 
following the teachings of Christ”. 
The President lamented that few 
imagine this is possible in this day 
and age. 

BRIAN MCGONAGLE

A wave of hysteria is sweeping 
Western students over the 
issue of perceived climate 

change. A new initiative has 
been launched by Emma Lin, an 
18-year-old student in Canada, 
who has pledged not to have 
children for the sake of the planet. 
On going to press, more than 4956 
people have also taken this pledge 
on Lim’s website. 

Efforts of climate activists are 
responsible for this increased pes-
simism among the young people. 
A recent Scott Rasmussen poll 
shows that 51% of young US voters 
believe the Earth could be wiped 

out in the next 15 years.  
Commentators note that such 

‘climate alarmisim’ is deliber-
ately fanned by interest groups. 
In his book Hubris, Michael Hart 
of Carleton University argues that 
the current climate hysteria is 
based on “poor science”. In a 2016 
interview for LifesiteNews, Hart 
claims that this “poorly under-
stood science of climate change 
[is used] to advance an ambitious 
environmental agenda focused 
on increasing centralized control 
over people’s daily lives”.  

In a video sent to the UN Cli-
mate Action Summit, Pope 
Francis countered that a“window 
of opportunity is still open.”

“We are still in time. Let us not 

let it close. Let us open it with our 
determination to cultivate integral 
human development, to ensure a 
better life for future generations. 
It is their future, not ours,” the 
pope said.

“It is necessary,” he said, “to ask 
whether there is a real political will 
to allocate greater human, financial 
and technological resources to mit-
igate the negative effects of climate 
change and to help the poorest and 
most vulnerable populations, who 
suffer the most.”

“It is clear that we have a multi-
plicity of solutions that are within 
everyone’s reach if we adopt on a 
personal and social level a lifestyle 
that embodies honesty, courage 
and responsibility,” the Pope said.

BRIAN MCGONAGLE

The French National Assembly 
has recently passed a law 
allowing IVF for lesbian 

couples and single women. The 
move comes amid fierce criticism 
from the Catholic Church and other 
pro-family groups. 

The law is deeply problematic as 
it completely denies the role of the 
father in the family. The French 
medical ethics committee warned 
that “the deliberate conception of 
a child depriving it of a father con-
stitutes a major anthropological 
break that is not without risk for 

the psychological development and 
well-being of the child.” 

Several French bishops have also 
spoken out against the law, point-
ing out that it fails to take account 
of objective reality: in the case of a 
lesbian couple the child’s birth cer-
tificate will list two mothers. 

The Catholic Church has always 
strongly condemned IVF as a grave 
evil which leads to the destruction of 
human life beginning at conception. 
Unwanted embryos are destroyed 
or used for experimentation. Offi-
cial figures from the UK show that at 
least 2.3 million embryos have been 
discarded since the introduction of 
IVF treatment in the country.

CATHERINE O’TOOLE 

Chinese Christians are 
increasingly alarmed as the 
communist government 

enforces with renewed zeal a 
long-standing law prohibiting 
conversions to Christianity before 
18 years of age. 

This takes the form of bans on 
youth ministry and Sunday schools, 
which have increasingly become the 
targets for the Chinese Religious 
Affair Bureau. According to Bitter-
Winter, a magazine which monitors 
religious freedom in the Asian coun-
try, the government serves Chinese 
children a steady diet of atheism 

from their earliest years. One Chi-
nese mother told BitterWinter that 
“these pure and innocent children 
have been taught to hate God”. 

It is often said that Christian-
ity thrives under persecution and 
China is no different. When the 
Chinese communists took power 
70 years ago there were around 
500,000 Chinese Christians. 
Today the figure stands at circa 130 
million, representing the fastest 
growth of Christianity in its 2,000-
year history. 

President Trump slams abortion at the UN 

Students pledge not to have children until 
action taken on ‘climate change’

Backlash over French law allowing 
IVF treatment for lesbian couples

Chinese crackdown 
on the conversion 
of youth 

Donald Trump is greeted by President Ronald Reagan at 1987 White 
House reception. Reagan was also a pro-life President.

The US President and First Lady Meet with His Holiness Pope Francis at the Vatican.

Description: In-vitro fertilisation laboratory.

Xi Jinping, General Secretary of the 
Communist Party of China.
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MÁIRÍN DE BARRA

The post on Gianna Care’s Facebook 
page from Fiona says it all: “You’ve 
saved three lives, myself and my twins. 

I can feel them smiling from the womb.”
The expectant mum is one of almost 100 

families who will be helped by Gianna Care 
this year, but the support service says it is 
under strain to keep up with an increased 
workload, even as Minister Simon Harris 
pays GPs €450 for every abortion. 

The HSE is running radio spots 
advertising abortion services, 
under the My Options banner, 
but critics say that the only 
option being made freely 
available is abortion, since 
Minister Harris has made no 
provision to improve services 
for women who need support to 
have their baby where pregnancy 
is unexpected or a crisis arises.

“One of the ongoing challenges for our work 
is that women don’t know our services exist,” 
explains Jacintha Ní Corráin of Gianna Care, 
who is folding brightly-coloured baby clothes 
as we talk in Gianna Care’s city centre offices. 
“It’s easy to feel panicked into having an 
abortion, but most women think twice when 
they realise that real, practical support is 
available and that they are not alone. But all 
they are hearing on the radio, in the media, is 
that abortion is now free and easily provided 
and there’s no hope or support offered as an 
alternative.” 

Offering practical help has been the mission 
of Gianna Care since its foundation 8 years 
ago. They say they aim to offer care and sup-
port to those facing difficult situations and to 
“break down the barriers facing a woman, to 
empower her to continue with her pregnancy 
through offering practical and tangible sup-
port based on the individual woman’s needs.”

“We walk with women on that journey, 
for their pregnancy, often during birth, and 
after baby is born,” says Jacintha. “We are a 
non-judgemental, discreet and confidential 
service. Gianna Care aims to provide each 
woman with the individualised support for 
as long as she needs.”

In an increasingly atomised and individu-
alistic age, this can seem extraordinary.

“Words fail me to express my 
sincere gratitude to Gianna 
Care today. I am shedding tears, 
thinking; can there still be good 
people on this planet? I’ve never 
seen this kind of good gesture 
in my life. I want to shout out 
to the world that you all have 
made me a happy mother. I will 
recommend Gianna Care to all 
those who have lost hope!” says 
one mum on Facebook.

Other stories tell how kindness and com-
passion can help women avoid “the biggest 
mistake of their lives.” Tara says that even 
though she was “always against abortion” 
when she became pregnant she “wanted to 
terminate the pregnancy” because she felt 
she couldn’t support the baby alone.

“I was crushed, sad, vulnerable and lonely. 
I was ashamed of the fact that I was bringing 
a baby into the world that was being rejected, 
even by his own father. As that was my first 
pregnancy, a part of me wanted to keep the 
baby but I knew I couldn’t do it alone, I needed 
people to support me. I went to an abortion 
clinic in Dublin for a consultation and had my 
mind set on terminating the baby, even though 
I knew the decision would hurt me for the rest 
of my life. It was the easiest way out and I 
didn’t really want to think twice about it.” 

“As I was about to enter the clinic I met two 
of the most important people in my life. I call 
them my angels, I deeply believe God sent 
them to comfort me, to show me love. They 
took me for coffee and listened to me and 
made me realise that I didn’t have go through 
the pregnancy alone. I felt really comfortable 
with them and I think it’s because I knew 
they were not judgmental.”

“That’s such a lovely compliment, but 
we’re not angels, we’re just trying to help 
when women feel desperate and alone,” says 
Jacintha. “Our volunteers are trained to 
listen and to help, and they’re motivated by 
kindness and compassion and I think women 
can see that.” 

She shows photos (with mum’s permis-
sion) of babies saved by Gianna Care’s help: 
their small faces sleeping peacefully or smil-

ing up at their mothers, new lives beginning 
instead of ending. 

Gianna Care is expanding fast: a new 
centre has opened in Galway and one is being 
set up in Kerry. Cura, the crisis pregnancy 
agency run by the Catholic Church, closed 
down shortly after the referendum. There’s a 
need and a desire to fill that gap from every 
quarter of the country. 

This growth brings new challenges too. 
“It’s non-stop: training and meetings and 
fund-raising and then concentrating on our 
mission. It can feel all-consuming at times,” 
says Jacintha. 

“We need help so we can keep helping 
mothers and babies. But it’s the most reward-
ing work in the world.” 

Gianna Care is urgently in need of funds 
to meet the challenges of the new abortion 
regime: “We need to make sure women know 
about our services and we need to be able to 
provide that full service”. 

“That includes pregnancy testing, ultra-
sound, medical advice, support during 
pregnancy, baby equipment, help with 
accommodation. We also offer post-abortion 
counselling. In fact, we’re the only organi-

sation that offers a post-abortion monthly 
support group for women who regret their 
abortions, and there’s a growing need for 
that as you can imagine.”  

Gianna Care also needs storage space in 
Dublin city centre, to hold the prams, cots, 
baby clothes and other items donated to 
help families. 

Gianna Care say that anecdotal 
evidence is suggesting that some 
GPs seem to be only focused on 
providing abortion pills when 
women present with a crisis 
pregnancy. “We need help to 
make women know a real, life-
affirming alternative exists,” says 
Jacintha. “It’s more important 
than ever now.”

As predicted before the referendum to 
remove the 8th amendment, abortion rates 
are quickly approaching levels seen in the UK. 
With nearly three times more Irish babies 
being aborted than prior to the referendum 
the need for services such as provided by 
Gianna Care is obvious in order to provide 
real positive options for mothers and babies. 

CATHOLIC YOUTH AND 
PRO-LIFE ACTIVIST TRAINING DAY

SATURDAY 16 NOVEMBER 2019
LEGIONARIES OF CHRIST, LEOPARDSTOWN, CO. DUBLIN 10am-5pm

More  deta i l s  www. hum an l i fe . i e

Pre application essential.        
Write or call for application form to:
Human Life International (Ireland) o�  ce only
Guadalupe Centre, Main Street, Knock Co Mayo.

TELEPHONE  094 937 5993

Are you well-equipped to promote God’s teachings?

Do you wish you knew how to answer those di�  cult questions 
on contraception, sexuality, abortion and marriage?

This pertinent one day seminar will equip you with the tools on:

• Sacredness of life, faith, family and sexuality.

• Refute attacks and articulate truths on a range of issues, including 
an introduction on media training techniques.

• Pro-life debates, proclaiming Christ in the secular marketplace as 
Catholics, spiritual warfare, the role of prayer, and much more. 
Age 18+ years.

At this crisis time in Ireland, can you a� ord to miss it?

Thoroughly Catholic pro-life activist training.
HURRY! Closing date for applications is 10 November 2019

Order your application form today!
€30 including light lunch and materials. Concessions for unemployed/

unwaged/students. Don’t let cost put you o� .

Charity CHY 11138. 

Real positive options being 
provided to mothers and babies

Baby Cecilia, born this year, whose mother 
and father were supported by Gianna Care, 
enabling them to choose life for her.

“ Blessed are those who mourn,  
they shall be comforted” (Mt.5:5) 

November 12th to 14th – St. Jude's Centre. Carrigeen, 
Borrisoleigh, Co. Tipperary

All of us have lost someone in life, whether it be through death, 
the breakdown of a relationship or friendship. We carry within 
us the pain of loss. We seek answers. In the case of death, how 
can I carry on without them? Where have they gone? Life can 
feel like a very cold place as we watch others carry on with their 
lives. We feel the pain because we have loved them deeply. 

This retreat offers the opportunity to talk, share and receive 
prayer in the company of others who will listen with compassion 
and walk with us as we seek the promise of Jesus that he will 
comfort us and heal our broken hearts. 

For more information please contact Mary 089 454 3930.
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Who is teach-
ing your 
chi ldren? 

Who guides them 
on the right path? 
Who is moulding 
them into the adults 
you would hope them to be? Who is 
parenting your children?

To many, parenting involves 
giving your children food, drop-
ping them off at school and sports/
activities and putting them to bed. 
Parents are so busy rushing their 
children from A to B that often they 
haven’t the time to parent their 
child emotionally and practically. 
As a result, there are children that 
have not been taught discipline, 
gentleness, empathy and morals 
surrounding our own children, and 
they may not be a positive influ-
ence on them. 

Teachers have taken over the role 
as parent to a lot of children today. 
Often this is of necessity. Thank 
God for the wonderful vocation of 
the teaching profession. However, 
these are our student’s teachers, 
not their parents. 

Parents are not playing an active 
role in their children’s temporal 
or spiritual lives and the state has 
stepped in to take advantage of 
this. To many families, the school 
has become a childcare facility that 
minds children while the parents 
are otherwise occupied. 

It makes life easier for some, but 
more difficult for us parents that 
want the State not to overstep its 
rights, into the realm of parenting.

The new proposed RSE pro-
gramme is very worrying. Why 
are parents sitting back and allow-
ing this to steamroll through their 
school? Why have they not con-
tacted their TDs, parish priests, 
bishops, Boards of Management 
to express their objection and con-
cerns?

When they discover something 
in their school which compro-
mises their faith, why don’t they 
approach their teacher/school 
principal about it? They don’t want 
to rock the boat. It’s too much 

hassle. The battle is too large and 
parents are struggling to find the 
time to parent anymore. 

Why do parents expect the 
school to teach manners, faith, 
obedience discipline and the facts 
of life to their children? Surely 
this is the parents job! Obviously, 
if our children are in a Catholic 
school we should expect the school 
to complement what we teach our 
children at home. But if parents are 
not teaching any of these things at 
home, who will?

Parents have sadly 
become over-reliant on 
teachers and in many 
cases the school has 
displaced the mother 
and father. Children 
believe their teacher 
because she/he is the 
main influence the child 
has in his/her life. This is 
the major danger in the 
teaching of this new  
RSE programme.  

The child can relate better to the 
teacher than to his/her own parent 
so will trust their teacher more. 
Some parents take the attitude that 
it’s the school’s job to teach the 
child everything from literacy to 
faith and morals. Because of this, 
other children of parents that do 
actively guide and parent their chil-
dren are suffering as the State seeks 
to put in place guidance contradic-
tory to the values that parents wish 
for their children.

Why are parents not voicing their 
concerns to their schools’ Boards of 
Management? Why are they sitting 
back while our Department of Edu-
cation strives to sexualize young 
children? What are parents so 
afraid of? Are they not concerned 
that this new RSE programme will 
destroy their child’s innocence and 
pull them further away from God 
and His holy church? 

It is not enough that you remove 
your child from these lessons. You 
shouldn’t have to. If your child 
is in a Catholic school, these les-
sons should not be taking place. 
Many Catholic parents are afraid 
to object to this curriculum. They 
seem to be scared. 

Primary school children are like 
sponges. They absorb what they 
hear. What is learned in the earli-
est years is lodged deep. Teachers 
do a great job passing on the love 
of learning to children, but they are 
not the student’s parents. You are. 

“Be exacting when it is a matter 
of duty, firm in the pursuit of good, 
courageous in preventing evil, 
but always gentle and prudent.  
I assure you, real success can only 
come from patience.” - 

Saint John Bosco

I was at a Youth 2000 retreat 
recently and there were many 
talks on Our Lady. I really started 

to understand how important Our 
Lady is to our Faith. Our Lady is 
the perfect example of someone 
who has a tender and motherly 
love for her Son and is an amazing 
role model for all mothers. 

St. Teresa of Calcutta said: 
“November begins with two 
beautiful days, the Feasts of 
All Saints and All Souls. Holy 
Mother Church remembers all 
of her children, to whom she has 
given the life of Jesus through 
Baptism. We all know that during 
this whole month we give them 
extra love and care, by praying to 
them and for them.” 

So, how can we pray for the souls 
in purgatory during the month of 
November? We can help the souls 
in purgatory by offering prayers 
for them, especially through the 
Eucharist. When the Priest offers 
the bread and wine during Mass 
and holds the Eucharist and chal-
ice up, you can offer it up for the 
Holy souls in purgatory. This is a 
beautiful way of praying for them. 

It is also very important to visit 
relatives’ graves in the month 
of November, even if it is just to 
visit once a week and say a rosary. 
We never know the all the good 
a simple prayer can do. Another 

good habit to get into is offering 
up daily challenges and struggles 
for the Holy souls. 

For example, if you’re stressed 
about a test offer it up for the 
Holy souls, or if you feel the urge 
to speak badly about someone, 
instead, offer that up for the Holy 
Souls. I often offer up little things 
like this not only for the Holy souls 
but also if there is someone who 
has asked me to pray for them. 

Also, praying for the souls in 
purgatory will bring you great joy! 
A Priest once said to me that when 
we reach heaven, we will have all 
these people come up to us and 
greet us with hugs and thanks. 
These will be all the souls that we 
prayed for that were in purgatory. 
That is a beautiful thought and 
the small sacrifices we make in 
this life will be so worth it. 

We may think that we should 
just pray for our relatives who 
have passed, which is also very 

important, but we have to remem-
ber that the souls in purgatory are 
still our spiritual brothers and sis-
ters because we are all related by 
Baptism into Christ. 

Praying for the Holy souls is so 
simple yet so beautiful and will 
bring us and others so much joy. 
Some people struggle with the 
image of purgatory but you could 
say that purgatory is a mercy that 
God grants us through his compas-
sion so that we may enter Heaven. 

We also can pray for own souls 
during this month. A brilliant way 
to do this is by reading the Bible 
and staying close to God’s Word. 
The soul longs to be fed with the 
Truth, and by reading God’s Word 
we are doing this. 

We must long to know God and 
draw closer to him. It can be hard 
to make a daily habit of reading 
the Word but when you see how 
much more peaceful and content 
this makes you, it will become 
something you will want to do. 

By praying and reading the bible 
you will find more strength in God, 
and this will cause you to do good 
deeds for others. By reading God’s 
Word we learn how to pray and 
how God acts. This is essential 
for our soul. Saint Augustine once 
said: ‘Since love grows within you, 
so beauty grows. For love is the 
beauty of the soul’.

Our gifts and talents have 
been given to us by God. 
Some may find it hard 

to grasp this concept. So often 
we may see someone who looks 
super-talented with so many gifts, 
and we start comparing ourselves 
to that person. 

The truth, is that no one has 
been born without gifts or tal-
ents. Being amazing at a musical 
instrument or being a good soccer 
player is a talent, but we have to 
remember that we can be tal-
ented in things such as caring for 
people, being patient, or kind. 

Every talent we were given is not 
meant be used for ourselves but is 
for others. So, if you are a talented 
singer consider using that gift at 
your local church, or if you’re a 
person who is talented at organising 
then maybe organise a fundraiser 
in your school. All these little ways 
we use our gifts and talents can 
have a big impact for others.

Imagine if everyone in the world 
used their gifts and talents for 
other people, how much happier 
the world would be. Unfortu-
nately, today’s culture teaches 

a message of ‘I can do whatever 
I need to in order to get what I 
want’. We are living in a selfish 
culture and the modern idea is 
that everyone should choose their 
own set of life principles and do 
what is best for them. That is why 
people nowadays have less regard 
for the Ten Commandments. 

The Ten Commandments were 
given to us so that we may be 
more joyful people, and in the 
Ten Commandments we are told 
to love our neighbour as our self. 
What a more beautiful way to do 
this than by using our gifts and 
talents for others. 

I encourage you to pray each 
day on how God wants you to use 
your gifts and talents because that 
way we are being transformed by 
God’s Grace day by day. 

A priest once asked me when 
I get to heaven if I will be able 
to stand in front of God and say 
‘I used everything you gave me’? 
That makes me more motivated 
each day to do good. “Your talent 
is God’s gift to you. What you do 
with it is your gift back to God”- 
Leo Buscaglia.

November: The Month of the Holy Souls

A singer I absolutely love is 
Lauren Daigle. All of her 
songs have deep mean-

ing and are so reassuring. She 
brought out a new song called 
‘Rescue’ recently and once I heard 
it I immediately had to search the 
meaning behind it. 

Lauren said 
that the song 
is based on 
a girl who is 
struggling and 
is running to 
all these dif-
ferent vices 
trying to find 
some hope and consolation. She 
said that when Jesus came to this 
girl, instead of judging her for 
some of the actions she had taken 
trying to console herself, He just 
sat with her. While she struggled 
He was right beside her, which is 
a beautiful image. 

This song is so relatable because, 
often when we find ourselves in 
a desperate situation it feels like 
everyone has ran from us, so we 
run to try and find comfort when 
in reality Jesus has been sitting 
with us the whole time.

RescueDo you know the purpose for 
your gifts and talents?

Photo: Atl 152.

F A M I LY  L I F E

Who is teaching your children?
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Should the Catholic Church 
and the pro-life movement 
stop using “human rights” 

language? Does this phrase actually 
undermine the causes we support?

“Rights” has become the domi-
nant way people speak about order 
in society today, and it often requires 
a big effort to avoid using it.

We speak of the rights of children, 
of parents, workers, immigrants, 
victims, LGBT etc, cyclists, people 
living with disability, consumers, 
women, travellers, patients, pris-
oners, and so on.

Almost every group campaigning 
for a cause now talks “human rights”. 

The big exception is the lobby inter-
est that campaigns on economic 
grounds, arguing the economic ben-
efits or losses of a course of action.

Given this situation, then, it 
may seem that the best way to get 
a hearing is to argue, for example, 
for “the unborn child’s right to 
life”. And to keep arguing that way 
despite decades of bloody failure.

However, this approach rein-
forces the liberalist “human rights” 
agenda in society, and it keeps us 
from examining its rotten, exploit-
ative core.

When Catholic theologians first 
used the notion of human rights to 

fight for justice for slaves and the 
native peoples in South America they 
argued on the basis of God’s law.

Law came first, and human rights 
were based on it. These rights were 
granted by God and belonged to 
every human being by virtue of 
being human.

Then, beginning in the early 
1600s, some of Europe’s lead-
ing thinkers began to believe that 
human reason couldn’t know God, 
so he could be quietly set aside.

CRIPPLED
With their new crippled under-

standing of reason, they set about 
trying to organise a society where 
God was excluded or privatised. 
But the task proved too difficult. No 
God meant no justice.

Intelligent people, when they 
realise they have gone astray, try 
to discover where they took the 

wrong turn. But not Europe’s lib-
eral elites.

They were so committed to 
excluding God from society that they 
couldn’t go back. They would press 
on into the increasingly dark wilder-
ness and hope they reached safety.

“Human rights” became a major 
casualty of this insane decision. 
Without God and with the increas-
ing decline of Christianity, the 
whole notion began to unravel.

Rights soon gave way to 
demands. Society would be struc-
tured in future to meet our wants, 
choices, demands. 

Once it became simply a matter 
of individual choice whether or not 
to worship God, then any choice 
became, in principle, possible, 
however vicious or irrational. 

Divorce was state support for 
the choice to abandon spouse and 
family. Choice allows a woman to 

kill her unborn child. People might 
“change” sex. And so on.

In this new world, however, 
people still cling to the notion of 
“human rights” because it serves 
their purpose. 

It helps to hide the absurd, ruth-
less, violent nature of present 
society where killing is compas-
sion and “right to choose” means 
that the powerful get their way. 
By replacing the natural rights 
that come from God with man-
made human rights, all rights are 
reduced to individual choice

By using this rhetoric, then, the 
Church and pro-life cooperate in 
this sham. Instead, they should be 
discrediting it at every opportunity.

The only reasonable alternative 
to “human rights” is to go back to 
speaking about truth and deception, 
good and evil, beauty and, among 
prolifers, justice for the unborn.

Should we drop ‘right 
to life’ language?

The way the relationship 
between adults and children 
has been turned upside down 

is one of the most extraordinary 
events in modern society. Yet it is 
ignored by state, Church, media, 
and so on.

15 to 24-year-olds are now 
regarded as the mature people, 
responsible, informed, caring, pas-
sionate about justice, motivated, 
tuned-in.

Adults, on the other hand, are 
considered to be self-obsessed, 
incompetent, irresponsible, uncar-
ing, undependable, indifferent to 
injustice, out-of-touch.

While this was the view of young 
people over the past century or so 
(think 1968 for example), now it is 
how adults also see the situation.

This inversion of roles is com-
plex and on-going and needs 
careful study – of its causes, man-
ifestations, and both its short and 
long-term effects.

A UK Labour politician wants 
16-year-olds to have a vote in a 
re-run of Brexit; world leaders 
obediently listen as a teenager 
harangues them about climate 
change.

Irish voters follow the lead of 
their grandchildren, choosing to 
destroy marriage and permit the 

killing of innocent unborn chil-
dren. 

The EU promotes a “Euro-
pean Youth Parliament” and RTE 
rejoices that “Ireland’s young 
people have been leading the way 
on climate - and now the country 
[=adults] is listening more than 
ever.” Wow!

Various factors have contributed 
to the present situation, not least 
the religious indifference and con-
fusion of many adults, and their 
fear of standing up for their Chris-
tian faith.

As a result, many young people 
have had deep personal experience 
of betrayal by their parents: absent 
fathers, mothers who put a career 
first, a “donor” who supplied sperm 
or an egg but no love.

Vast numbers know little about 
God’s love for themselves, see no 
real meaning in life, and have no 
great hope of heaven to inspire 
them. Are we really surprised that 
so many children are depressed?

One major root of the problem is 
the progressive ideology or secular-
ism which dominates the modern 
world. Its “pro-choice, do-your-
own-thing” morality, inevitably 
produces adolescent adults. But we 
won’t even discuss that.

And who benefits from all this? It 
is the groups and people who know 
best how to manipulate the young 
to promote a particular agenda. 
Modern adults need to grow up and 
let children be children.

“Depression is often 
described as a disease 
of modernity,” wrote 

psychology professor Orla Mul-
doon (Irish Times, 29/8/19). And 
the problem is getting worse.

Over the past century, she said, 
“each new generation appears to 
suffer more than the previous one.”

Dr. Muldoon was responding 
to a students’ union survey that 
claimed up to one in three college 
students in Ireland has anxiety 
or depression. She noted that 
mental health problems are now 
a global concern.

Certainly the distress caused by 
depression can be very great. But 
could the “mental health” profes-
sionals have got it wrong? Could 
they be failing their “patients” 
because they are trying to solve a 
fake problem?

What if much or most depres-
sion is not mental illness at all, 
but a “rational”, perceptive and 
appropriate response to modern 
living, to “modernity”? 

What if the experts have taken 

too shallow a view and are rad-
ically mistaken about the issue 
of mental health or emotional 
well-being; what if it is the 
depressed who really grasp what 
is at stake?

One of the strongest marks of 
“modernity” is emptiness or the 
loss of meaning. Vast numbers of 
people now sense that their lives 
have lost any real worth or pur-
pose, no horizon of hope.

As poet T.S. Eliot put it, “We 
are the hollow men. We are the 
stuffed men.” We spend our lives 
“distracted from distraction by 
distraction.”

For U.S. author Ernest Becker, 
a fully matured human being 
“feels agonizingly unique, and 
yet he knows that this makes no 
difference as far as ultimates are 
concerned. 

“He has to go the way of the 
grasshopper, even though it takes 
longer.”

Surely it is no surprise that 
many people who grasp this 
bleakness are sad, apathetic, 

depressed and find life pointless, 
not worth the effort?

For others, their bids for 
happiness, for success, their 
preoccupations, drug-taking, 
ambitions, are just a temporary, 
doomed attempt to escape from 
the emptiness within.

Dr. Muldoon wrote: “Current 
thinking [about mental illness] 
is that there are three important 
culprits: inequality, social isola-
tion and sedentary lifestyles.” 

That increased wealth has not 
led to greater happiness is, she 
reported, “one of the great para-
doxes of modern psychiatry”. 

Really? Is that what psychi-
atrists now think, that money 
makes us happy?

These remarks illustrate just 
how crippled are the attempts 
of the mental health experts to 
understand depression; how 
shallow their understanding of 
human dignity is.

They are afraid to really exam-
ine the deeper issues, particularly 
the whole question of the purpose 
of life, lest they discover they 
have no answers, that they are 
really charlatans in suits.

But the refusal to examine the 
mystery of life is not due to the 
demands of psychology. It is due 
to a foolish professional group-
think or an irrational prejudice. 
And it’s a grave disservice to the 
mentally distressed.

A new report has revealed 
that UK police forces are 
running into big problems 

in trying to recruit new members 
- because millennials are not up to 
the job.

According to the Home Office 
report, rookies have been “wrapped 
in cotton wool”, are often shocked 
that police are expected to work 
nights and weekends and they “do 
not like confrontation”.

But the unrealistic expectations 
are not a problem for police only. 
Those who compiled the report 
believe it “may be a generational 
phenomenon” for people who have 
“recently reached adulthood.”

But the young people are what 
modern society has made them. 
The real blame (may we still use 
that word?) lies with parents and a 
deeply confused education system. 
We can expect the same in Ireland.

Modern adults 
need to grow up

Young adults not  
up to the job

Are mental  
health experts 
really having us on?

God’s beautiful plan for 
marriage and sexuality.

PATRICK MCCRYSTAL

Speaking at a Catholic Youth 
conference recently, it was 
clear many didn’t realise 

that God has created the beau-
tiful procreative act exclusively 
for husband and wife. No-one’s 
telling them the truth about con-
traception or I.V.F.

Where are they to hear that 
“waiting” to marriage and being 

“open to life” after marriage will 
maximise their chance of peace in 
this world and eternal salvation 
in the next? Contraceptive based 
sex ed tells them to “act out” their 
impulses “if it feels good.” 

What a recipe for disaster, pain, 
abuse and broken hearts! What a 
corruption of the Gospel and the 
teachings of the Church! What an 
attack on society!

To start addressing this imbal-
ance at a root level, HLI (Ireland) is 
hosting a Youth seminar on Satur-
day 16th November, in Legionaries 
of Christ in Dublin. See ad on page 
7 for further details. 



10  |  ALIVE!  NOVEMBER 2019

“[W]hy should our praise and 
glorification, or even the cele-
bration of this Solemnity, mean 
anything to the Saints?”. A famous 
homily of St Bernard for All Saints’ 
Day begins with this question. It 
could equally well be asked today. 
And the response the Saint offers 
us is also timely: “The Saints”, 
he says, “have no need of honour 
from us; neither does our devotion 
add the slightest thing to what is 
theirs... But I tell you, when I think 
of them, I feel myself inflamed by 
a tremendous yearning” (Disc. 2, 
Opera Omnia Cisterc. 5, 364ff.).

This, then, is the meaning of 
today’s Solemnity: looking at the 
shining example of the Saints to 
reawaken within us the great long-
ing to be like them; happy to live 
near God, in his light, in the great 
family of God’s friends. Being a 
Saint means living close to God, 
to live in his family. And this is 
the vocation of us all, vigorously 
reaffirmed by the Second Vatican 
Council and solemnly proposed 
today for our attention.

But how can we become holy, 
friends of God? We can first give 
a negative answer to this ques-
tion: to be a Saint requires neither 
extraordinary actions or works 
nor the possession of exceptional 
charisms. Then comes the positive 
reply: it is necessary first of all to 
listen to Jesus and then to follow 
him without losing heart when 

faced by difficulties. “If anyone 
serves me”, he warns us, “he must 
follow me; and where I am, there 
shall my servant be also; if any one 
serves me, the Father will honour 
him” (Jn 12: 26).

Like the grain of wheat buried in 
the earth, those who trust him and 

love him sincerely accept dying 
to themselves. Indeed, he knows 
that whoever seeks to keep his life 
for himself loses it, and whoever 
gives himself, loses himself, and in 
this very way finds life (cf. Jn 12: 
24-25).

The Church’s experience shows 
that every form of holiness, even 
if it follows different paths, always 
passes through the Way of the 
Cross, the way of self-denial. 

The Saints’ biographies describe 
men and women who, docile to 
the divine plan, sometimes faced 
unspeakable trials and suffering, 
persecution and martyrdom. They 
persevered in their commitment: 
“they... have come out of the great 
tribulation”, one reads in Revela-

tion, “they have washed their robes 
and made them white in the blood 
of the Lamb” (Rv 7: 14). Their 
names are written in the book of 
life (cf. Rv 20: 12) and Heaven is 
their eternal dwelling-place.

The example of the Saints 
encourages us to follow in their 
same footsteps and to experience 
the joy of those who trust in God, 
for the one true cause of sorrow 
and unhappiness for men and 

women is to live far from him.
Holiness demands a constant 

effort, but it is possible for every-
one because, rather than a human 
effort, it is first and foremost a gift 
of God, thrice Holy (cf. Is 6: 3). 
In the second reading, the Apos-
tle John remarks: “See what love 
the Father has given us, that we 
should be called children of God; 
and so we are” (I Jn 3: 1).

It is God, therefore, who loved 
us first and made us his adop-
tive sons in Jesus. Everything in 
our lives is a gift of his love: how 
can we be indifferent before such 
a great mystery? How can we not 
respond to the Heavenly Father’s 
love by living as grateful children? 
In Christ, he gave us the gift of his 
entire self and calls us to a per-
sonal and profound relationship 
with him.

Consequently, the more we imi-
tate Jesus and remain united to 

him the more we enter into the 
mystery of his divine holiness. We 
discover that he loves us infinitely, 
and this prompts us in turn to 
love our brethren. Loving always 
entails an act of self-denial, “losing 
ourselves”, and it is precisely this 
that makes us happy.

Homily of His Holiness, Bene-
dict XVI, on the Solemnity of All 
Saints, 1 November 2006.

The example of the  
Saints encourages us to 
follow in their footsteps

MONTHLY  Meditations

FR. JOSEPH BRIODY

Wisdom 
Books Part 20: 
The Wisdom 
of Solomon – 
Prophecy of  
the Passion  
of Christ. 

The Book of Wisdom (2:12-24) 
provides a moving proph-
esy of the Passion of Christ: 

“Let us lie in wait for the just 
man because he is inconvenient 
to us and opposes our actions; he 
reproaches us for sins against the 
law, and accuses us of sins against 
our training. He professes to have 
knowledge of God, and calls him-
self a child/servant of the Lord… 

the very sight of him is a burden to 
us, … his manner of life is unlike 
that of others … he calls the last 
end of the righteous happy, and 
boasts that God is his father. 

“Let us see if his words are true, 
and let us test what will happen at 
the end of his life; for if the right-
eous man is God’s son, he will help 
him, and will deliver him… Let us 
test him with insult and torture, 
that we may find out how gentle 
he is... Let us condemn him to a 
shameful death, for, according to 
what he says, he will be protected.” 

The “Just Man” here is Christ. 
This reading is heard during Lent 
in the build-up to Holy Week 
and is a vivid prophecy of the 
Passion written perhaps 80-90 
years beforehand. The picture 
of the divine Just Man is based 

on reflection on a much older 
prophecy of Christ in Isaiah: the 
Fourth Servant Song (Isa 52:13-
53:12; also Isa 42:1 and Ps 22:8). 
The author’s profound reflection 
on Sacred Scripture allowed him 
to penetrate the future and see 
Christ before he came.  

The author of Wisdom knew 
that because of the Just Man’s 
relationship with the Father, 
death could not possibly have 
the last say. Wisdom 2 com-
ments critically on the plots of 
the wicked against the Just Man: 
“Thus they reasoned, but they 
were led astray, for their wicked-
ness blinded them, and they did 
not know the secret purposes of 
God, nor hope for the wages of 
holiness, nor discern the prize for 
blameless souls; for God created 
man for incorruption, and made 
him in the image of his own eter-
nity, but through the devil’s envy 
death entered the world, and 

those who belong to his party 
experience it.”

Three very important insights 
emerge here. 1) The human being 
is not created for the grave but 
for eternity with God. 2) It was 
through the evil one that sin and 
death entered into the world. 3) 
The serpent of Genesis 3 is explic-
itly identified with the evil one. 
While this is obvious to us and 
would be the common view in the 
New Testament (John 8:44; Rev 
12:9; 20:2), it was not so common 
in the Old. 

Wisdom is also associated with 
the Holy Spirit and sets the scene 
for the Mass of Pentecost Sunday. 
The first words of the Mass of Pen-
tecost (the Introit) are taken from 
Wis 1:6-7.: “Wisdom is a kindly 
spirit… the Spirit of the Lord has 
filled the world, and that which 
holds all things together knows 
what is said…”

AWAITING THE JUST MAN

W O R D S  O F  W I S D O M

Everyone 
is alive
BRENDAN CLIFFORD O.P.

Some Sadducees – those who 
say there is no resurrection 
– approached Jesus … Jesus 

replied, “Moses himself implies 
that the dead rise again, in the pas-
sage about the bush where he calls 
the Lord, ‘the God of Abraham, the 
God of Isaac and the God of Jacob.’ 
Now he is God, not of the dead but 
of the living, for to him everyone is 
alive.” (Luke 20: 27, 37-38)

Remember a situation you faced 
that seemed hopeless – a bereave-
ment, an illness, an addiction, a 
family crisis or the loss of a job. Or 
remember a disaster that troubled 
you:  a war, a famine, an earthquake 
or a hurricane. There are two ways 
of looking at these events.  One is 
the way of the Sadducees: there is 
no solution, there is no hope, there 
is no resurrection. 

The other way is the way of Jesus: 
there can be resurrection in every 
situation- no matter how dread-
ful the disaster, the tragedy or the 
crime. I know a woman whose hus-
band died many years ago leaving 
her with a young family.  In his 
final illness, he used to say, “where 
would we be without the resur-
rection?”  We wait for the final 
resurrection, but there is resurrec-
tion in this life also. This woman 
came through her bereavement 
and raised her children well; she 
now faces the challenges of old age 
with faith and enjoys the company 
of her children and grand-children.  

Recovering addicts know about 
resurrection. By the grace of 
God many find recovery in Alco-
holics Anonymous, Gamblers 
Anonymous or Narcotics Anony-
mous.  Their new life is like rising 
from the dead. In a similar way, in 
fellowships like Al-Anon, family 
members of addicts find resur-
rection even when the addicts 
themselves are not in recovery.

The certainty of resurrection 
does not mean the way forward 
is easy. Jesus knew he would rise 
from the dead. This did not save 
him from the terrible fear and 
anguish in the garden of Gethse-
mane. It did not save him from 
feeling totally abandoned on the 
cross: “My God, my God, why have 
you forsaken me?” But that was 
not the end of the story. On Easter 
morning he rose from the dead.

Jesus said that God is the God of 
the living, not of the dead.  Abra-
ham and Isaac and Jacob were dead 
for centuries, yet God described 
himself as the God of each of them.  
For him all the people who have 
died are in fact alive. These words 
reassure us as we remember the 
dead in this month of November. 
Their lives are changed not ended.

We thank you, Lord: once we 
were not, we came to be, and we 
will live forever.

THE WORD OF GOD 
FOR NOVEMBER  
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Be a Witness to  
the Way, the Truth and the Life!

ACN WEEK OF 

WITNESS
25 NOV – 1 DEC 2019

ACN Ireland will hold its first national ACN  
Week of Witness between Monday November 25 
and Sunday December 1 in support of  
persecuted Christians worldwide.
During the ACN Week of Witness, we invite all Christians to  
publicly affirm their Christian faith and prayerful concerns  
for your suffering Church by:

• WEARING RED (e.g. a scapular, scarf or tie etc.).

• LIGHTING RED (i.e. having your local Church illuminated red).

• Attending, on Wednesday November 27, the  
ACN RED WEDNESDAY PRAYER SERVICE held in your local Church, 
wherein the faithful can gather in a special way to commemorate 
Christian martyrs of yesterday, today and tomorrow.

• DONATING MASS STIPENDS to ACN Ireland for the pastoral care 
and support of Christians in lands where living as a Christian often 
means imprisonment, torture or martyrdom.

May all our supporters, through the intercession of  
Our Blessed Mother, continue to know the Love,  
Peace and Mercy of Christ now and always.
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PRO-LIFE PR PERSON 
OF THE YEAR

It was so difficult to get the media 
to cover the release of the movie 
Unplanned in cinemas across Ireland in October. Luck-

ily, Ireland’s greatest pro-life PR guru had an idea. He 
thought to himself: “The media will never cover this. They 
will not say where and when this movie that shows the 
reality of abortion will be shown. If the crowds come, they 
may learn something.” 

“The media don’t want this. But the media love pro-abor-
tion stuff. If we organise ‘choice’ stuff outside the cinemas, 
protesting the movie they will cover that. They will say 
where and when the protests will take place, outside which 
cinemas”. And they did. Best publicity the movie could 
have got. Take a bow, Galway-Joe. With enemies like this, 
who needs friends. 

CARDINAL NEWMAN REJECTED 
BY JUVENILE IRELAND 

Cardinal Newman, one of the 
Catholic Church’s greatest the-
ologians, a very high-profile 

convert from Anglicanism and the 
founder of what became Ireland’s larg-
est University was canonised on Sunday 
14th of October. Representatives from 
the UK, France and many other coun-
tries attended the Canonisation of this 
very important historical figure. No one 
from the Irish Government attended. 

A representative from UCD was only 
confirmed at the last minute after fail-
ing to get away with ignoring the event. 
Ireland: open, inclusive, tolerant, pro-
gressive, modern refuses to acknowledge its past. Ireland 
and its establishment is so juvenile that it cannot see past 
its anti-Catholic, anti-religious prejudices to pay tribute to 
one of the most significant historical figures. Even Great 
Britain could overcome its hurt at rejection by Cardinal 
Newman to send Prince Charles, on behalf of the Queen. 
Perhaps, as Cardinal Newman discovered, there is no via 
media (middle way), in modern secular Ireland. Secular-
ism is a greedy ideology. Pluralism is to be eschewed for a 
faux-neutrality that banishes religion.  

MANY STATE-RUN SCHOOLS 
OBLIGED TO EMPLOY CHAPLAINS

Beware the ides of March. An old Shakespeare quote 
that means little more than keep your head up and your 
eyes open. The Irish Times reports that some state run 
schools are legally obliged to cater for Catholic children – 
according to an unpublished report. The who and the why 
of the report remain a mystery, but the origin lies in agree-
ments that were negotiated in the 1970s when schools, 
mainly vocational schools, were divested from the Catholic 
Church - or handed over – to the State. 

Although the report also says that these schools run by 
the state-owned Education and Training Board Ireland 
(ETBI) are inclusive and open to all pupils regardless of 
background, the legacy Catholic and Christian identity is 
problematic for the ‘core values and characteristic spirit 
review’ of the ETBI. 

Nessa White of the ETBI says that “We will continue to 
lead the core values review process … schools will then be 
required to redevelop their vision and mission ... in line 
with the core values of the sector”. 

One can only guess that this will mean throwing off the 
shackles of the legal agreement the state made when it 
took over these schools from the Church. 

Beware any future divestment agreements. Eaten bread 
is quickly forgotten.

SCRAPS
DEREK RYAN C O L U M N

scrapscolumn@gmail.com

FA I T H  A N D  R E A S O N

DR. PAUL DELANEY

Does it sometimes seem like 
the God of the Old Testament 
and that of the New are quite  

different? 
Here are God’s instructions to the 

Israelites after Egypt as they enter the 
promised land:

“But in the cities of these peoples that 
the LORD your God gives you for an 
inheritance, you shall save alive noth-
ing that breathes, but you shall utterly 
destroy them…; that they may not 
teach you to do according to all their 
abominable practices which they have 
done in the service of their gods, and 
so to sin against the LORD your God.”

But there’s more going on here. Over 
400 years earlier, God explained to 
Abram why he could not yet possess the 
promised land:

“Then the 
LORD said to 
Abram, ‘Know of 
a surety that your 
descendants will 
be sojourners in 
a land that is not 
theirs, and will 
be slaves there, 
and they will be 
oppressed for four 
hundred years; 
but I will bring 
judgment on the 
nation which they 
serve … And they 
shall come back 
here in the fourth 
generation; for 
the iniquity of the 
Amorites is not yet complete”.’

The key is in the last sentence.
It seems God wanted to give the 

Amorites, then living in Canaan, more 
than 400 years to turn away from their 
evil practices (Leviticus lists adultery, 
child sacrifice, sodomy, bestiality) for 
they were not yet completely bad. 

Would you be that patient? 
Jesus gives insight into God’s dispo-

sitions:

“Love your enemies 
and pray for those who 
persecute you, so that 
you may be sons of your 
Father who is in heaven; 
for he makes his sun rise 
on the evil and on the 
good, and sends rain on 
the just and on the unjust.”

All those hundreds of years, God was 
warming and feeding the Amorites with 
sun and rain every day, even while they 
were doing things He hates. Would you 
be that loving to your enemies?

Is what God said to Moses now more 
understandable? - a God merciful and 
gracious, slow to anger, and abounding 
in steadfast love and faithfulness.

The Bible gives us a picture of the 
face of God but it is deliberately piece-
meal. Some insights seem big initially, 
like God’s anger at the Amorites, but 

assume a different proportion when 
viewed against more than 400 years 
of patient love for them leading up to  
that point. 

One of the main reasons 
the human mind exists 
is to assemble correctly 
this image of God. This 
demands time: time 
studying Scripture and 
time praying, over the 
years gaining insight into 
God’s character, figuring 
out which pieces are 
bigger and which are 
smaller.

Every now and then you can find 
something like the 400 years quote: 
shifting your picture of God away from 
a wrathful despot to more of a super-
naturally-patient gardener, wanting to 
give all life a chance to reach perfec-
tion. In fact, this gardener image runs 
throughout the Bible:

The Lord God planted a garden in 
Eden, in the east.

“I am the true vine, and my Father is 
the vinedresser. Every branch of mine 
that bears no fruit, he takes away, and 
every branch that does bear fruit he 
prunes, that it may bear more fruit.”

“Lo, these three years I have come 

seeking fruit on this fig tree, and I find 
none. Cut it down; why should it use up 
the ground?”

Jesus endures his testing in the 
garden of Gethsemane: unlike Adam 
and Eve he loves and obeys. In the 
place where he was crucified, there was 
a garden. When he rose, Mary Magda-
lene first thought he was the gardener.

Slow to anger does not mean that God 
never reaches anger. A culture could 
enter a downward spiral into vicious-
ness which leaves very little to be saved. 
He must act or it will infect and corrupt 
the Israelites.

But Scripture deliberately leaves us 
a question about how He does this: 
Amorite children too young to have any 
personal sin were killed, as happened 
earlier with some of the Egyptian first-

born. How can 
He punish the 
innocent with the 
guilty?

Innocent means 
no sin. There is 
nothing to punish. 
Their suffering 
must be some-
thing quite else. 
We’re unearth-
ing a thread that 
winds throughout 
both Testaments 
and is brought 
into greatest clar-
ity in the New: in 
God’s redemptive 

plan the innocent suffer for the guilty.
Understanding God is not meant to 

be easy. Jesus talks in parables: God 
deliberately part-hides the truth about 
Himself. There’s a test for you: out of 
love or duty or gratitude will you seek 
the One who daily gives you sun and 
rain and food, trying to understand how 
a loving God can include such actions in 
his portrait? Or just walk off disgusted, 
taking His gifts and making no return?

As you make decisions in your daily 
life, the gentle Lord is at your side 
asking ‘Is this who you are?’ He is also 
asking ‘And who do you think I am ?’

Slow to anger: God as gardener

Garden of Gethsemane.

Painting of 
Cardinal 

Newman, by 
Jane Fortescue 

Seymour.
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An exciting full-time opportunity has arisen for a  

Diocesan Youth Ministry Officer  
in the Diocese of Waterford and Lismore. 

We are looking for a passionate, strategic  
and visionary Youth Ministry Officer  

to love our young people, grow our youth ministry 
and take our wider outreach and events  

to the next level. 

Are you who God is calling  
to serve in this exciting and challenging role? 

Send your application to the Diocesan Secretary 
admin@waterfordlismore.ie 

Closing date for the applications is Friday November 8th, 2019 

For more information, please visit the news section on 
www.waterfordlismore.ie 

 



CHARLOTTE MCQUAID-BRUEN

The final National Council for 
Curriculum and Assessment 
(NCCA) survey as part of the 

Review of Relationships and Sex-
uality Education (RSE) in schools 
has closed (October 25th). Written 
submissions are no longer being 
accepted and the NCCA is now 
condensing all the information 
into a final report to Minister Joe 
McHugh. 

In the background to the NCCA 
review, there is still the Provision 
of Objective Sex Education Bill, 
2018 floating around. Proposed 
by Ruth Coppinger, Paul Murphy 
and Mick Barry, it is supported 
by Shout Out, Daltaí 4 Choice, 
Rape Crisis Network, Irish Family 
Planning Association, BeLongTo, 
YouAct Europe and Atheist Ire-
land, amongst others. 

They don’t represent me. Do they 
represent you? Let’s remind our-
selves of the bill.

Schools, parents, boards of 
management and the Minister for 
Education can uphold the ethos of 
the school except when it comes  
to RSE. 

The RSE curriculum, when 
prescribed by the Minister 
for Education, will be 
“factual and objective, 
age appropriate, and not 
gender normative” and 
MUST include Consent to 
Sexuality, Different Types 
of Sexuality, Methods 
of Contraception and 
Termination of Pregnancy. 
Let’s think about all that.

THE ATTRIBUTES OF THE 
CURRICULUM 

The definition of “factual” in 
the Oxford English Dictionary is: 
“concerned with what is actually 
the case”. How can different types 
of gender, for example, be put for-
ward as fact when this number 
is ever-changing? The definition 
of “objective” is “not influenced 
by personal feelings or opinions 
in considering and representing 
facts” (OED also). 

So, who is it that decides what is 
objective or age-appropriate and 
why do they get to choose? Surely it 
is for a parent to gauge and decide 
what age-appropriate is when dis-

cussing these kind of topics! The 
delivery of such a proposed cur-
riculum is non-objective since it 
is neither fair, just, impartial nor 
unprejudiced, and it disagrees with 
the fundamental beliefs of many, 
including many parents. 

And if it is not gender norma-
tive, then it will not conform to 
the objective norms of gender in 
Ireland and, it will not teach the 
shared values of our culture. 

HOW ABOUT THE ACTUAL 
TOPICS BEING DISCUSSED? 

Consent cannot be discussed on 
its own when it applies to sex. It is 
not value free. What values should 
we include when discussing it? 
Surely the giving of consent must 
have all implications discussed; 
morally, physically, psychologi-
cally as well as legally? Consent 
isn’t consent unless the person is 
fully informed. 

Shouldn’t we be talking about 
the ideal? Consent plus marriage? 
Plus love? Why deny that consent 
on its own is the perfect recipe to 
feel abused, exploited and used? Or 
do we tell our children sex is just a 
physical act, of the moment, no dif-
ferent from deciding to eat dinner 
or not?

In terms of sexualities and gen-
ders, the curriculum is not at all 
objective or value neutral. It is the 
product of a very particular val-
ue-system. A curriculum where all 
sexualities are taught as valid and 

morally equal choices, irrespective 
of the ethos of the school, is not 
ok. It excludes a whole range of 
perspectives that have existed for 
millennia. 

Also, gender is either male or 
female, this is a biological fact. Pro-
posing different types of gender is 
neither accurate, correct, credible, 
nor scientifically verifiable, and it’s 
contrary to long-established facts. 
Will the assertion that gender is a 
social construct be taught as objec-
tive? Or that male and female is a 
mere preference?

The belief that gender and sex 
are the same thing is a belief held 
by many millions of people from 
many religions and none, and must 
be respected. Teaching that this is 
objectively subjective disregards 
those views. 

If a school teaches something 
untrue as fact, it becomes a centre 
of indoctrination, not education. 

It is the belief of a large number of 
people that artificial contraceptives 
and abortion are immoral. What will 
be the fact-based contraceptive edu-
cation? That it sometimes fails up to 
18% of the time as per a letter to the 
Irish Times from pro-free contra-
ception doctors in October? Or just 
DIY guidance on how to use different 
mechanical or chemical sterilizers?

Will the curriculum teach 
the facts of abortion? 
Which facts? The fact that 
it terminates a pregnancy 

or the fact that it kills a 
growing human being? 
Facts can be selective. 
Facts can be omitted.

Education around these issues 
should not be imposed in schools, 
where someone else has decided 
what age appropriate is, overlook-
ing the beliefs of the parents and 
ignoring moral implications.

Irrespective of how you feel about 
any of the issues, one fact remains 
- there is no consensus in Ireland 
on them – or what facts are most 
important. Neither is there consen-
sus on whether or not they should 
be taught in schools. Parents with 
different views may disagree on 
which facts, but many agree that 
it’s not a teacher’s place to discuss 
these issues with their children. 

Schools can’t be the place to dis-
cuss these topics of huge moral 
and ethical consequence. If some 
parents want to abdicate their 
right and responsibility to teach 
their children about these issues of 
moral gravity, it doesn’t mean that 
others then lose that right too. And 
the State cannot hijack that right to 
impose its own cultural agenda.  

For more information see 
Lumenfidei.com, A Parents Right 
2019 (Facebook) and fingalwitness.
com or email sexedprogramme@
gmail.com, aparentsright2019@
gmail.com, or wecareaboutourch-
ildren2019@gmail.com
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An Unholy Mess –  
Sex Education in Schools

BRIAN Ó’CAITHNIA

The name of the beautiful town 
of Tuam has been sullied in 
recent years by unsubstanti-

ated accusations commonly known 
as the Tuam Babies Hoax. Fortu-
nately, historian Brian Nugent from 
Oldcastle, Co. Meath has dedicated 
years of his life to unearth the truth 
behind the claim that ‘Nuns threw 
dead babies into a septic tank’.

One of the extraordinary aspects 
of the Tuam story is the role played 
by the mass media. As well as the 
near saturation hyperbolic cov-
erage in the national Irish media 

- including almost a full week on 
RTÉ’s Joe Duffy radio show - this 
case has been covered extensively 
by the New York Times, CNN, Al 
Jazeera, and numerous fifteen 
minute slots for BBC Radio 4. 

Al Jazeera, the Qatari state-
funded broadcaster, and CNN, the 
American news network, have been 
seen recording footage around 
Tuam, such is the interest in a story 
that nuns purportedly threw babies 
in a septic tank.

However, the news primar-
ily presented only one side of the 
story. As Teresa Killeen Kelly, the 
chairman of the graveyard commit-
tee, notes, the media “do not like to 

hear good stories” about the Home.
Locals in Tuam who knew well 

St. Mary’s Bon Secours Sisters’ 
Mother and Baby Home have had 
enough with the outrageous allega-
tions and are mobilising to put an 
end to the media-fuelled hysteria.

On Saturday 26th October 2019 
at 7pm, Brian Nugent was invited by 
locals to deliver a talk at the Corralea 
Court Hotel in Tuam to explain the 
conclusions of his research and to 
address some of the concerns that 
have been raised about the Com-
mission of Investigation. 

Specifically, Nugent covered the 
work that he has published in his 
book the “@tuambabies: A Critical 

Look at the Tuam Children’s Home 
Scandal” (available on www.lulu.
com) that traces the development 
of the Home from the famine until 
recent years. 

He especially be addressed the 
Children’s Home, the workhouse, 
and the sometimes biased, and 
frequently out of context, rep-
resentations of the Julia Devaney 
tapes in various media outlets, 
recordings by a long term resident 
and employee of the Home.

These findings, and particularly 
the clear post-1961 dating of the 
Ossuary structure - after the Home 
was closed and the nuns left the 
site - were explained in detail at the 

public lecture. 
Nugent has also been engaged in 

this debate on the Tuam home pub-
licly with many of those who have 
taken a different perspective on the 
past. A picture has recently been 
shared on social media that shows 
two sewage pipes which are claimed 
to lead directly into the Ossuary, the 
place where the bones were resting. 

Nugent points out that this is 
a mis-reading of the maps from 
the report and that the photo of 
the sewage pipes come from a dif-
ferent part of the Tuam Home 
graveyard. These pipes enter the 
‘cesspool’ where no human remains  
were found. 

Tuam Locals take action 
against Tuam Babies Claim

Tuam locals meet Brian Nugent at the Tuam Home graveyard. From left to right: Anne Collins, Brian Nugent,  
Mary Rushe, Teresa Killeen Kelly and Dr. Brian Ó Caithnia.
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MARIA HORAN

The BBC recently launched a 
set of videos with questionable 
content that is designed to be 

used as teaching materials for the 
new UK RSE programme, due to 
take effect in September 2020. 

This news and the content of the 
videos made waves as far away as 
the USA, but had little impact in 
Ireland, as is so often the case now, 
where censorship of any voice chal-
lenging the establishment narrative 
on such issues is assured. 

In a UK government poll last year, 
over 50% of parents and grandpar-
ents objected to the content of the 
new PSHE programme, deeming it 
not to be age-appropriate, but the 
UK government ignored all public 
feedback and is pressing ahead with 
its agenda. 

The nine short videos are accessi-
ble online on BBC’s Teach RSE KS2: 
The Big Talk and are directed at pri-
mary school children aged 9-12. 

This BBC curriculum has been 
created by self-styled PSHE 
(Personal, Social and Health Edu-
cation) “expert”, Kate Daniels, 
a former primary teacher. It is 
unclear what qualifications make 
a PSHE “expert”, however Daniels’ 

expertise on PSHE appears to be 
that she set up her own company 
on this subject, which is something 
that technically anyone could do. 
There is no accreditation for PSHE 
“experts”. 

Daniels herself states after 
becoming a teacher: “I took PSHE 
under my belt, pushed it for-
ward, encouraged and supported 
colleagues, took every available 
opportunity to become an expert in 
the subject … I started my business, 
PSHE education, in 2013.” 

SPUC’s “Safe at School” spokes-
person Antonia Tully observed, 
due to the videos being produced 
by the BBC, many schools will 
accept them as an authoritative 
source and a quick and easy way 
to tick the boxes that they are ful-
filling their legal requirements of 
compulsory RSE in school. 

In one of the videos, 
entitled Identity: 
Understanding Sexual 
and Gender Identities, 
two children ask Daniels 
what the different gender 
identities are, to which 
she replies: ‘We know 
that we have got male 

and female but there are 
over 100, if not more, 
gender identities now.’

As the Telegraph’s Celia Waldren 
points out, a GP in the UK will 
acknowledge 6 genders and Face-
book has drawn the line at 71, but 
such limitations don’t seem to 
perturb Daniels, who provides no 
medical or scientific evidence for 
this claim. 

Antonia Tully observes that even 
though “trusted adults” speak 
throughout the videos, including 
a transgender man, a gay head-
teacher, and a mum and dad, it is 

never once suggested that children 
should go and talk to their own 
parents about concerns that they 
might have. 

In her 5-minute advisory video on 
how to use the “lesson materials”, 
Daniels dedicates only six seconds 
on how to involve parents, and are 
only of concern to her after advising 
teachers to ascertain that they are 
following their government guide-
lines’ legal requirements and when 
they’ve checked what the school 
policy is on RSE. 

Daniels then goes on to assure the 
teacher/viewer that all questions 
featured in the videos are “real” 
questions asked by children around 
the UK. Tellingly, she informs us 
that she (and presumably, her team) 
selected only a number of these. 
What was the selection process and 
what questions were omitted and 
why? This reveals Daniels’ agenda, 
in which she has clearly colluded 
with the British government. 

As a teacher with twenty years’ 
experience, I agree with Antonia 
Tully that these are not the sort of 
questions that young children would 
naturally ask. A child who asks these 
questions before basic queries such 
as puberty and bodily changes may 
have more serious issues. 

It also strongly suggests a child 
that has been exposed to a number 
of age-inappropriate media 
influences and unsuitable adult 
concerns. Daniels doesn’t acknowl-
edge this possibility as it doesn’t fit 
with her narrative. 

Daniels claims that her lessons 

will safeguard (UK term for protect-
ing children) and educate pupils, 
but she misses the irony here. Chil-
dren need to be safeguarded from 
adults who wish to impose an ide-
ology of indoctrination in loco 
parentis. 

It is not a teacher’s job to replace 
parents, and tellingly, Daniels 
states: “I know teachers… want to 
do the best for their children [sic]”. 
As Daniels claims that children 
don’t need to be shocked and unpre-
pared online by finding “nasty and 
inappropriate material”, as, thanks 
to her RSE “lessons”, next autumn, 
explicit and inappropriate content 
will be delivered straight into thou-
sands of classrooms all around the 
UK, under the guise of “education”. 

As the Irish government 
has demonstrated time 
and time again, in true 
post-colonial style, they 
are eager to imitate 
whatever the UK does, 
however troubled and 
dysfunctional it may be.

Gript Media has produced a 
number of videos that demon-
strate a worryingly similar trend 
in explicit sex-ed in Ireland. Irish 
parents need to step in, take back 
control from the State, and re-es-
tablish their right to decide what 
their children are exposed to in 
the name of “education” before it 
is too late. 

NEWS FROM ACROSS THE IRISH SEA

The BBC and its “one 
hundred genders” madness

BBC Broadcasting House, London.
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DAVID RYAN

A group of former transgen-
dered persons have filed 
a brief with the Supreme 

Court in the United States very 
soon to inform the court that there 
is no such thing as gender fluidity. 

The Supreme Court will hear a 
pivotal case on sex, gender iden-
tity, and discrimination: R.G. and 
G.R. Harris Funeral Homes Inc. v. 
Equal Employment Opportunity 
Commission. As both sides build 
their cases, numerous influential 
organizations and individuals have 
filed amicus (friend of the court) 
briefs to aid the members of the 
Supreme Court in their under-
standing on this topic.

The brief examines the personal 
testimonies of the following people, 
all of whom identified as transgen-
der at one point, then reverted to 
affirming their sex: Walt Heyer, 
Jamie Shupe, Linda Seiler, Hacsi 
Horvath, Clifton Francis Burleigh 
Jr., Laura Perry, Jeffrey Johnston, 
Jeffrey McCall, and Kathy Grace 
Duncan. 

Each of these people now 
believes, due to counseling, ther-
apy, and personal experiences, that 
there is no such thing as gender 
fluidity or transgender. They now 
believe it is a fantasy many people 
try to make real.

Take Jamie Shupe, American’s 
first person to secure legal recog-
nition of a nonbinary, transgender 
identity. He is a former hero of the 
left. His transgenderism “became 
the driver for over a dozen states 
to adopt an X marker in addition to 
male and female on driver licenses.” 
He first identified as a “transgender 
woman,” then as nonbinary.

The brief reads, “Publicly 
acknowledging that he is male and 
that his sex changes were a legal 
fiction has led to Mr. Shupe being 
shamed by the LGBTQ community 
for his beliefs that sex is binary 
and that those who struggle with 
gender identity issues need therapy 
and compassion, not to identify as 
a third gender.”

The amicus brief also says: 
“Affirming the dysphoria in people 
suffering from gender identity 
issues as if they really were persons 
of the opposite sex only serves to 
lead those that are suffering with 
such issues away from finding the 
serenity and wholeness of being at 
peace with their bodies and iden-
tities. Forcing employers to affirm 
the denial of reality is not required 
by Title VII and is more likely to 
cause harm than good.”

While this brief will only play a 
small role in this important case, its 
personal testimonies and arguments 
should influence public discourse.

DAVID RYAN

2,200 babies have been dis-
covered in the garage of an 
Illinois abortionist, recently 

deceased, Ulrich Klopfer. Prov-
ing that the Kermit Gosnell case 
was no exception to the rule, this 
equally gruesome case, demon-
strates the inhumanity of abortion. 

Each dead, aborted baby body 
was stored in a plastic bag full 
of medical grade preservative, 
stacked in his garage in more than 
70 boxes, floor to ceiling. These 
babies were killed between 2000 
and 2002 when Klopfer operated 
three abortion clinics.

Potential Democrat Presiden-
tial Candidate, Pete Buttigieg,  
mayor of the town where this 

occurred, said: “Like everyone, 
I find the news out of Illinois 
extremely disturbing and I hope 
that it gets fully investigated. I also 
hope that it doesn’t get caught up 
in politics at a time when women 
need access to healthcare.”

Unfortunately, the type of 
healthcare Pete refers to is that 
which resulted in all of these 
bodies in plastic bags in a garage. 

While the media in Ireland 
makes exaggerated and manufac-
tured outraged noises in relation 
to the fake news that hundreds of 
babies were thrown into a septic 
tank in Tuam, Ireland’s fourth 
estate is understandably silent 
on the new Gosnell case in the 
United States- which is a modern 
reality for the abortion industry 
and all its supporters. 

NEWS FROM STATESIDE

Former Transgender people 
tell the Supreme Court their 
lives were a fiction

Jamie now. Jamie Shupe in 2016.

Pete Buttigieg at the 2019 Iowa Democrats Hall of Fame Celebration  
in Cedar Rapids, Iowa.
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Gosnell was not just a flash in 
the pan: 2,200 babies discovered
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PHILIP JOYCE

“Thirty days hath September, 
April, June and November…” 
Except, for many, November, as a 
darkening prelude to winter often 
seems longer than the rest. Leav-
ing behind the fresh crunch of 
fallen autumn foliage, this month 
of Saints and more locally known 
Souls ventures into the frosty bar-
renness of winter.

These same autumn leaves, how-
ever, changing to a soggy mulch as 
the wet weeks progress, provide a 
‘thermal’ blanket for new life in the 
form of seeds which have detached 
from their mother plants. 

Many of these seeds would not 
otherwise have the resistance to 
survive lengthy ‘sleep-overs’ on the 
open ground of a severe winter. To 
the ‘helicopter’ seeds of the maple, 
this natural insulation provides a 
‘double-indemnity’ as their green-
shoot interior, visible by carefully 
opening one up, already has its own 
protective ‘duvet’ surrounding it. 

To the spiritually minded, this 
process is a demonstration of God’s 
divine providence if we enhance, 
rather than plunder, nature’s sys-
tems, as encouraged by our Holy 
Father, Pope Francis in his 2nd 
Encyclical, ‘Laudato Si – Praise be 
to You’. 

The Church’s November theme 
is dominated by the remembrance 
of loved ones ‘passed on’. In our 
Parish of Clonakilty, here in beauti-
ful west Cork, we celebrate the lives 
of recently deceased parishioners 
with an Evening Remembrance 
Service where the names of those 
who have died during the previ-
ous year are read out and a family 
member is invited to bring a candle 
to the sanctuary. 

It is a most moving ceremony 
- even for those who have been 
spared such a recent loss. 

During the month, trays of 
lighted candles, each representing 
a recent soul departed, are lit in the 
sanctuary during the celebration of 
daily Mass. The Rosary is recited 
at each of the nine graveyards in 
our parish during the month, with 
lighted candles and lanterns. 

Our Parish Assembly has 
arranged for a parish lantern to 
be brought to these occasions, and 
set up a November Remembrance 
Tree at the altar rails organised by 
the Youth sub-committee where 
names may be attached.

The month, of course, begins 
with All Saints’ Day, a more fitting 
sombre occasion compared to the 
secular ghoulishness of the Eve of 
All Hallows on October’s final day. 
On the second day of November we 
celebrate All Souls - and four days 

later, the Feastday of All Saints 
of Ireland, with Saints Malachy, 
Laurence O’Toole, Columbanus, 
Colman and Fergal each receiv-
ing their individual ‘special days’ 
throughout this month. 

In a ‘hands across the Irish Sea’ 
gesture, St. Willibrood of North-
umbria, who ministered extensively 
on mainland Europe of the 7th and 
8th centuries, has been included in 
the Irish saints’ section of the Irish 
Liturgical Calendar. 

A saint’s feastday would usu-
ally correspond to the date of 
their death, if known. Exceptions 
during November are St. Frances 
Xavier Cabrini who died in Chi-
cago in December of 1917, and 
Saint Cecilia. Other internation-

ally known saints whose individual 
feast days occur in November are 
St. Martin de Porres (3rd); St. 
Charles Borromeo (4th); St. Vin-
cent Liem (7th); St. Leo the Great 
(10th); St. Martin of Tours (11th); 
St. Albert the Great (15th); St. 
Margaret of Scotland and St. Ger-
trude (both 16th); St. Elizabeth 
of Hungary (17th); St. Alexander 
Nevski (23rd); Martyrs of Viet-
nam, St. Andrew Dung-lac and 
Companions (24th) and St. Cath-
erine of Alexandria (25th).

Amongst those who also 
departed life during this month, 
whose work is celebrated daily 
in Christian ceremonies around 
the world, is celebrated English 
composer, Henry Purcell, whose 
remains are buried next to the 
organ of Westminster Cathedral. 
Included in his works are ‘Jubilate 
Deo’ and ‘Te Deum’. 

Cesar Franck, Belgian com-
poser of that most beautiful of 
pieces, ‘Panis Angelicus’, died in 
1890. German musician, Jacob 
Mendelssohn Bartholdy, died in 
November 1847.  His outstanding 
arrangement and performance of 
Bach’s ‘St. Matthew Passion’ in 
1829 resurrected an interest in the 
latter’s compositions. 

The aforementioned St. Cecil-
ia’s Day, November 22nd, saw the 
deaths, in 1963, of two extremely 
notable persons associated with 
Christianity. 

Anglican theologian and writer, 
C.S. Lewis, and first Catholic 
President of the United States of 

America, John F. Kennedy, both 
died on that day. JFK will forever 
be remembered for his contempo-
rary reign with Pope John XXIII 
and their dual photographs on 
so many kitchen walls in Ireland 
alongside the illuminated Sacred 
Heart. C.S. Lewis was just one 
week short of his 65th birthday.

Perhaps, we should see through 
this month with the alterna-
tive remembrance - of births: St. 
Oliver Plunkett (1st, 1625); Dean 
Jonathan Swift (30th, 1667); Pat-
rick Pearse (10th, 1879) and his 
co-1916 revolutionary, Joseph 
Mary Plunkett (21st, 1887) who 
penned some of the most beautiful 
lines of praise:

I see His blood upon the rose 
and in the stars the glory of His 
eyes;

His Body gleams amid eter-
nal snows, His tears fall from 
the skies.

I see His face in every flower; 
the thunder and the singing of 
the birds

are but His voice - and carven 
by His power, rocks are His 
written words.

All pathways by His feet are 
worn, His strong heart stirs the 
ever-beating sea,

His Crown of Thorns is 
twined with every thorn,

His Cross is every tree.
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Your intentions will 
be included in a special 
Christmas Triduum 
of Masses.
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Church Art 
Calendars 2020
2 for €5.00 
(Stg £4.00) 
including p&p

€2.00 (+50c p&p) per copy or 
6 copies for €10.00

A Pocket Catechism 
on The Eucharist
Deepen your 
understanding of Mass.
• 150 questions
• Brief answers
• 48 pages

Do you, at times, feel discouraged, defensive, bitter, jealous, depressed, 
stubborn? Do you feel unable to forgive, carry a grudge, get angry, 
withdraw into sullen silence, seek to justify yourself? Hurt feelings and hurt 
pride may affect your life far more than you realise.

This booklet might set you on the path to healing and freedom.

€2.00 (+50c p&p) per copy or 6 copies for €10.00 (post free)

The Dumbag Letters
These letters radiate the joy, the hope, the breadth of vision and the 
meaning in life which come from the Catholic faith.

An ideal gift for young people.

€4.00 (£3.50) per copy

November Rain
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PROFESSOR RAY KINSELLA

In November 
2015 – just 
four years ago 

– same-sex mar-
riage (SSM) 
was legalised in 
Ireland. The leg-
islation displaced the definition of 
marriage and family – a man and 
a woman, open to the creation of 
children – which had been a core 
provision of the Irish Constitution. 
The campaign for a Referendum 
was impelled through the Oireach-
tas with little reflective discussion 
of the implications and conse-
quences – and no political dissent 
permitted. 

It was fought on a false under-
standing of ‘equality’. Then again, 
when the language is re-engi-
neered, the emotional tenor of the 
public debate is dictated, which 
is what the governments strate-
gists did. They broke new ground 
in political campaigning by weap-
onizing new insights of behavioural 
psychology – insights that are now 
a commonplace of politics. And 
they deployed an unprecedented 
mastery of social media in the run 
up to, and during, the Campaign.

It changed Ireland. It 
impacted enormously 
on the Catholic faith 
community in Ireland. 
The outcome of the 
Referendum, and the 
subsequent legislation, 
amounted to a rejection 

of Catholic teaching on 
marriage and family. This 
was not done solely by 
secular Ireland but also 
by many who claimed to 
be Catholic on one hand 
while simultaneously 
rejecting the teachings of 
their Church on marriage, 
family and the right to 
life – as well as in  
other areas.

It changed all that Ireland had, up 
to so recently, stood for in the eyes 
of the world. And it was intended 
to do exactly that by those who 
had strategized it – and the exter-
nal interests who had helped fund 
myriad advocacy groups. Together 
with the abortion referendum, it 
paved the way for an attack also 
on Northern Ireland’s distinctive 
culture of life – including the impo-
sition of abortion, over the head of 
the people. And it undermined, in 
all kinds of ways, established and 
authoritative teachings on human 
sexuality, life, marriage and family 
within the Church itself.  

How should Catholics, and those 
of other faiths who share its beliefs 
in marriage and family, respond to 
these tumultuous developments 
that, four years later, remain  
traumatic? 

The very last thing that they 
should do is to consign the out-
come of the Referendum – the 
re-engineering of marriage and 
family – to the past and to ’move 
on’ in Ireland’s new politics of 

cultural Marxism. That was not 
the way of Christ when some of 
His contemporaries rejected the 
radical truth and promise of the  
‘Good News’. 

On the contrary, the need to learn 
from the outcome – and its conse-
quences – has never been greater. 
We need to take to heart what 
mainstream politics in Ireland has 
done to break down marriage and 
family – which is part of a bigger, 
and very bleak, strategy. And to 
look at more positive alternatives. 

The teachings of the Church on 
marriage and family are a radical 
light to all of society –  and they 
are unchanging. Certainly, they are 
under enormous pressure, both 
across a post-Christian secular-
ized society, and within the Church 
itself. That’s why we urgently need 
to affirm these teachings, and to 
pass them on to our children and 
grandchildren. We need to under-
stand what needs to be rebuilt in 
our society – and why.

We are not alone. In a recent 
wonderfully insightful address the 
UK former Chief Rabbi, Lord Sacks 
– a ‘must read’, if ever there was 
one – pointed out to his audience 
the beauty and reason of marriage 
and family. And, importantly, he 
highlighted the enormous personal 
and social costs of what our polit-
ical masters have imposed on our 
society, under the alibi of ‘com-
passion’ and ‘equality’. Rabi Sacks 
pointed out:  

“The family, man, 
woman, and child, is 
not one lifestyle choice 
among many. It is the 

best means we have yet 
discovered for nurturing 
future generations and 
enabling children to grow 
in a matrix of stability and 
love. It is where we learn 
the delicate choreography 
of relationship and how 
to handle the inevitable 
conflicts within any 
human group. It is where 
we first take the risk of 
giving and receiving love. 
It is where one generation 
passes on its values to 
the next, ensuring the 
continuity of a civilization. 
For any society, the family 
is the crucible of its 
future, and for the sake of 
our children’s future, we 
must be its defenders”

That is what the Bishops pointed 
out before the Referendum. It 
is what the great Pope St. John 
Paul II proclaimed throughout his 
Papacy. It’s what many Irish main-
stream politicians have discarded 
under all kinds of pressures.  

It is what Catholics are called 
to affirm in their lives. It is what 
they are called to resist in govern-
ment plans to impose its ideology 
through its deeply shocking RSE 
programme in the schools – espe-
cially Catholic schools – their 
children attend. 

And it is what they should raise 
with the politicians when they 

come looking for their vote in the 
General Election less than a year 
away. For any society, the family 
is the crucible of its future, and for 
the sake of our children’s future, 
we must be its defenders.” What 
could be more important as a New 
Year’s resolution.

DR. BÉNÉDICTE SAGE-FULLER

In this article, I would like to 
convey the heart of many con-
versations I have had over the 

past few months with parents 
about the education of their chil-
dren. What we all have in common 
is a deep-seated anxiety about the 
current and future education of 
our children.  

This is so for well known rea-
sons: the lack of consistent and 
reliable Catholic religious edu-
cation and ethos in our schools; 
the spectre of a subversive sexual 
education imposed on even our 
youngest children; and the disinte-
gration of the national curriculum 
in virtually all subjects.  

Bullying also seems to be a com-
plaint from many children. Children 
of committed Catholic families feel 
isolated among their peers, and 

their parents fear that schools no 
longer provide a good, truth-seek-
ing and life-giving education. 

Instead, some parents worry that 

their children risk being indoc-
trinated and that they have to 
make their way through an envi-
ronment hostile to family-held 

values. School is no longer seen as 
the place to learn to socialise in a 
healthy and balanced way. 

However, some will still main-
tain the view that, even in those 
conditions, it is good for chil-
dren to face opposition and that it 
builds their resilience, their capac-
ity to argue and debate. Some can 
also think that it is important to 
bear witness in the schools, and 
that if all practicing Catholics 
leave, who will bring the Good 
News to the others? 

It is a matter of personal discern-
ment for each parent as to how to 
proceed, and many factors come 
into play. Some families would 
love nothing more but to start 
home-schooling, but they can’t - 
for practical or financial reasons. 
Others would love nothing more 
than a private, confidently Catho-
lic, school, but there are none. 

And then, some parents pool 
their resources together and 
start thinking about setting up 
such schools. When that point is 
reached, there is a clear awareness 
that something radical needs to 
be done. Those parents have come 
to the conclusion that the current 
system is catastrophically failing 

their children, that nothing can sal-
vage it, and that they cannot work 
within it. So they need to make a 
clean break, and start afresh. 

When this way of thinking starts, 
many questions arise. How are 
they going to pay the teachers? 
Will there be fees? Will they be 
affordable? Where will the school 
be located? Will there be resource 
teachers for children with disa-
bilities? In a nutshell, how are we 
going to make this work? 

These are all very scary ques-
tions, and they bring perhaps as 
much anxiety as the current poor 
state of our schools. 

As Catholics living in the 21st 
century, we know of course that 
now is a time like no other, when 
we must put all our trust in the 
Lord’s Providence. 

Yes, the Lord will make it work. 
But it is going to be hard, we are 
going to have to make very difficult 
sacrifices - both financial and prac-
tical. We will probably face long 
commutes to bring our children 
to the one and only trustworthy 
Catholic school in the county, or 
province. We are going to have to 

Catholic Education: A Radical 
Sacrifice in modern Ireland

The attacks on Family and Life have only just begun

Recent Referenda and 
legislation impacting 
Marriage, Family and 
Education

Gender Recognition Act 2015, 
allowing people to obtain a Birth 
Certificate reflecting their  pre-
ferred gender which can be 
changed at will.

Redefinition of Marriage Act, 
22 May 2018, allowing for same-
sex marriage.

Referendum on the Repeal of 
the 8th Amendment of the Con-
stitution, 25 May 2018 abolishing 
the protection of the life of the 
unborn infant which was given 
effect in the Regulation of Termi-
nation of Pregnancy Act 2018. 

Education (Admission to 
Schools) Act 2018, Section 11 of 
which prohibits the use of reli-
gion as a criterion in admissions, 
except in the case of a minority 
religion (i.e.  drafted to specifi-
cally exclude Catholicism).

Provision of Objective Sex 
Education Bill, 2018. This will, if 
enacted, require schools to teach 
‘relationships and sexuality’, 
without regard either biological 
realities and to “ the character-
istic spirit of the school”, that is, 
Catholic schools.

Catholic Family Network at one of their gatherings.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 18  



PÓL Ó MEÁDHRA 

Seasann an tAthair Tadhg 
Ó Lionáird agus gach ní a 
bhaineann lena shaol don 

laochas agus uaisleacht a bhí sa 
ghluaiseacht mhisinéireach. Fia-
fraíodh de tráth agus é ar cuairt 
abhaile go hÉirinn, ‘Ar rith sé 
leat riamh go bhfuil seans ann go 
marofaí thú thall ansin sa tSín’. 
An freagra a thug sé don cheist 
ná.’ Agus cén dochair má dhéan-
far amhlaidh, ar deireadh thiar, 
níl ann ach droch cheathrú a 
chloig agus ansin smaoinigh ar an 
luach’. Tá feachtas ar bun le nach 
mór deich mbliana anuas len é a 
chur ar bhóthar an chanónaithe le 
coiste i Luimneach. Is mian liom  
tú, a leitheoir, a chur ar an eolas 
mar gheall ar an mairtíreach calma 
Gaelach seo.

Rugadh Tadhg i mBaile Shi-
omóin, Co. Luimnigh ar Lá Fhéile 
Pheadair agus Pól, sa bhliain 1893. 
Mac fheirmeora a bhí ann.  Bhí 
ainm in airde aige mar scoláire 
agus é dul leis an sagartacht i 
Maigh Nuad. Le linn dó a bheith 
ann thug sé tacaíocht d’Athbhe-

ochan na Gaeilge agus chaith sé a 
am spárála ag foghlaim na tean-
gan agus á labhairt le roinnt de na 
h-ábhair shagairt eile.

Oirníodh ina shagart é ar an 
ochtú lá is fiche de Mhí Aibreáin 
1918 le h-aghaidh na Deoise 
Luimnighe.Níos déanaí sa bhli-
ain sin, chuaigh sé leis an Misean 
Mhaigh Nuad chun na Síne. D’fhág 
sé a thír dhúchais le ceithre mhis-
inéirí déag eile agus dhein sé chun 
na Síne ar Lá Fhéile Phádraig, 
1920. Chuireadar tús ansin le obair 
Dé sa cheantar Hanyang. Bhog sé 
chuig an gcathair agus an deoise 
de Nan Cheng, aimsir na Cásca 
1928. Níos déanaí chuaigh sé mar 
shagart Paróiste go dtí Nan Feng sa 
chúige sléibhtiúil, Kiangsi.

Le briseadh amach de chogadh 
chathartha, sa bhliain 1927, idir 
náisiúnaigh agus cumannaithe na 
tíre sin, bhí baol an bháis ann do 
gach misinéir. Ach bhí an tAthair 
Tadhg seasmhach ina chuid oibre. 
Dúirt a chomrádaithe nach mbeadh 
sé in ann leanúint ar aghaidh leis an 
straon a bhí sé a chur ar féin. Ach 
bhuail sé ar aghaidh in aineoinn an 
chruatain. Shlaod sé i ngach sórt 

aimsire ó shráidbhaile go sráidb-
haile, ag codail i bprochóga salacha, 
ag ithe pé bia arbh fhéidir le na Cri-
ostaithe bochta a thabhairt dó.

Go gairid roimh a bhás, chaith 
sé sé lá ag guí go ciúin. Tar éis do 
shaighdiúirí na hAirme Dheirge 
seilbh a ghabháil ar an mbaile 
ar an gcúigiú lá déag de Mhí Iúil 
1929, thimpeallaigh siad bábhún 
an Athair. Bhuail siad isteach sa 
séipéal le linn don sagart ag rá an 
Aifrinn. Thug siad an-aghaigh air 
go fiochmhar. Rinne sé iarracht 
chun sacrailéid a sheachaint tríd 
an Sacraimint Naofa a thomhailt 
ach tugadh faoi ansin. Scaipeadh 
na h-abhlainn ar an talamh agus 
rinne siad satailt iad faoi chos.

D’éirigh leis a chur ina luí orthu 
a chléireach óg a scaoileadh saor, 
ach coimeadadh é féin ina bhraigh-
deánach ar feadh trí lá. Thug na 
saighdiúrí é leo le sé bhraigh-
deánach déag eile. Nuair a stop 
siad le h-aghaidh sosa, chuaigh se 
ar a ghlúine chun guí. Thosaigh 
na saighdiúirí ag magadh faoi 
agus ag déanamh beag de. Bhí sé 
sásta áfach nuair a fuair sé amach 
nach raibh a phobal á chrá. Dúirt 

sé ‘buíochas mór le Dia, anois tá 
m’aigne curtha chun suaimnis, ó 
thaobh dom féin, ní fhéadfadh ach 
cúpla lá a bheith fagtha agam..’

Cuireadh chun báis é ar an 7ú 
lá déag de Mhí Iúil 1929. Roimh a 
bhás, dúirt sé leis na daoine a bhí 
a cheistiú’ ‘tá mo shéipéal salaithe 
agat, táim ceangailte agus buailte 

agat. Anois táim sásta bás a fháil ar 
son Dé.

Bhí creideamh a chlainne chomh 
láidir sin gur sheol a dhearthair, An 
Dochtúir Willie Leonard, ollamh 
san Astráil, sreangscéal abhaile 
chun a mháthair ag gabháil chom-
hghairdeas léi as mairtíreach a 
thógáil. 
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DEREK RYAN 

As the Amazon Synod takes 
place in Rome, with the 
issue of married priests 

high on the agenda, this fascinat-
ing and in-depth gargantuan study 
of the issue of priestly celibacy is 
a timely read. Not for the faint 
hearted, the research that went 
into this piece of work, mandated 
to Cochini by the Vatican itself, 
took years of searching, cross-ref-
erencing and triangulation to 
bring to a conclusion a definitive 
answer on this subject. 

Fr. Christian Cochini, S.J. exam-
ines the question of when the 
tradition of priestly celibacy began 
in the Latin Church, and he is able 
to trace it back to its origins with 
the apostles. 

He examines evidence about 
the marital status of every known 
bishop, priest or deacon of the 
period and gives an exhaustive list 
of married clerics from apostolic 
times until the end of the seventh 
century, a list that includes not 
only the Western Church, but the 
East and also the Nestorian, Nova-
tian and Pelagian Church. 

This is the definitive schol-
arly statement on the discipline 
of priestly celibacy in the Church 
East and West. What Cochini 

shows through patristic sources 
and conciliar documentation is 
that from the beginning of the 
Church, although married men 
could be priests in the early days 
of the Church, they were required 
to vow to celibacy before ordina-
tion, meaning they intended to live 
a life of continence. In later years, 
the requirement to be unmar-
ried developed as the Church 
grew and maintaining continence 
in marriage was proving to be 
unmanageable.

He provides extensive docu-
mentation, a bibliography and an 
index.

RUADHAN JONES

At the heart of our contem-
porary dismissal of human 
nature is a rejection of our 

Creator. We like to see ourselves 
as god, masters of truth in our 
lives. The life of St Thomas More 
was built on the rejection of just 
such an ideology. Now then is 
the time to watch A Man For All 
Seasons (1966, dir. Fred Zinne-
mann), the Oscar winning film 
about St. Thomas’ life.

St. Thomas More was an 
English martyr of the 16th cen-
tury. A wise and pious man, he 
was a lawyer of great standing 
in the courts and was elected 
Lord Chancellor. But when King 
Henry VIII declared himself head 
of the church in England, More 
was forced to choose between his 
loyalty to the king and his loy-
alty to the Church. He refused to 
capitulate even while almost all 
around him gave in, and he was 
beheaded for treason. On this 
refusal hangs the great drama of 
the film.

The theme of man’s pride and 
its distortion of nature are estab-
lished in the opening shots: 
images of gargoyles, grotesque 
representations of nature, are 
followed by a shot of the chain 
worn by the Lord Chancellor, a 
symbol of worldly power. These 
grotesque representations con-
trast the great natural beauty 

always surrounding More.
What strikes one when watch-

ing the film is how completely 
More is at one with his earthly 
surroundings. When he and King 
Henry converse in a beautiful 
garden, Henry appears a force 
of nature. But his posturing and 
opulent dress are out of place 
in the surroundings, whereas 
More’s humility is perfectly in 
keeping. More reflects that which 
is good and beautiful in man’s 

nature, a contrast to the distorted 
image of man wrapped up in 
worldly things.

And what is good and beautiful 
in man? More’s final statement 
before execution explains this: 
“I die his majesty’s good servant, 
but God’s first.” We are created 
beings, indebted to God, and our 
first loyalty is to Him. It is not 
to those who would make them-
selves masters.

The film relates More’s life with 
ease and integrity. The script is 
memorable and the acting, par-
ticularly Paul Scofield as More, 
always good; the cinematography 
is beautiful and the period design 
rarely questionable; the drama 
never tips into melodrama. It 
bears the mark of a director and 
writer finely attuned to the story 
at its heart and this is the mark of 
any great film.

An tAthair Tadhg Ó Lionáird

Apostolic Origins of 
Priestly Celibacy 

A Man for All Seasons 

GLUAIS

Laochas - heroism
Uaisleacht - nobility
Gluaiseacht Mhisinéireach - 
missionary movement
An tSín - China
Feachtas - a campaign
Ar bhóthar an chanónaithe -  
on the road to canonisation
Coiste - committee
Mairtíreach - martyr
Gaelach - Irish, Gaelic
Mac fheirmeora - farmer’s son
Sagartacht - priesthood
Athbheochan na Gaeilge -  
The revival of Irish
Na h-ábhair shagart -  
the seminarians
Deoise - diocese 
A thír dhúchais - his native 
country
Obair Dé - God’s Work
Ceantar - area

Cogadh chathartha - civil war
Cumannaithe - communists
Cúige sléibhtiúla - mountainous 
province
In aineoinn an chruatain - 
despite the hardship
Slaod - trudge
Sráidbhaile - village
Prochóga - hovels
Na Críostaithe - the Christians
Saighdiúirí na hAirme Deirge -  
soldiers of the Red Army
Babhún - compound
Go fíochmhar - visciously
Sacriléid - sacrilege
A thomhailt - to consume
An Sacraimint Naofa -  
the Blessed Sacrament
Na h-abhlainn - the hosts
Cléireach - alter boy
Braighdeánach - captive
Salaithe - defiled
Ollamh - professer
Sreangscéal - telegram

ALIVE! BOOK REVIEW OF THE MONTH ALIVE! FILM REVIEW OF THE MONTH

Thomas More bidding his 
daughter Margaret Roper farewell.
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PART 33: FARMWORK

In the later 1930s and into the 
war years, the effects of the Great 
Depression lessened. The desti-

tution and hardships depicted in 
John Steinbeck’s The Grapes of 
Wrath – and in John Ford’s sub-
sequent film of the novel – became 
less common. Nevertheless, the 
mission of the Catholic Worker 
movement was sorely needed in 
both urban and rural communities 
throughout the United States. It 
was of course a spiritual mission as 
well as a material one.

Dorothy travelled through the 
Southwest from Arkansas, down 
through Texas and Arizona and 
southern California, and visited the 
migrant camps through the state of 
California. Her journey would have 
covered much of the same ground 
traversed in that battered old car 
used by the Joad family in Stein-
beck’s epic novel.

Dorothy reflected, “After seeing 
that movie and the dilapidated old 
car that carried their poor household 
things across mountain and desert, 
I have never since been afraid to 
travel in our Catholic Worker cars, 

which are mostly discards from our 
readers. I have had clutches come 
out of the floor into my hands, the 
gas pedal fall down through the floor 
board, the battery fall out of the car 
and innumerable tyres go flat. And 
these mishaps always occurred 
miraculously enough within a step of 
home. Often at the end of a long trip 
just as I was pulling into the home-
stretch the car would go dead.”

Peter Maurin made much of the 
value of getting people to donate to 
the work the movement was trying 
to do. This, for him, was giving an 
opportunity to the rich to become 
poor for Christ’s sake. “Appeals, not 
demands” was one of his slogans.

Spiritual retreats were part and 
parcel of the programme for those 
working for the movement and 
these retreats advocated detach-
ment from unnecessary luxuries. 

The savings of those who gave 
up smoking or drinking, going to 
movies, using cosmetics, buying 
radios, cars, television sets – in 
later years – went towards the 
cost of buying a farm. If they were 
people who had come to them 
having fallen on hard times, saving 
in this way enabled them to get 
back on their feet again. Alterna-
tively, it might help the movement 
to buy one of the farms they had 
started to simply give people an 
opportunity to work again.

These farms were a vital part of 
the movement’s work. The connec-
tion to nature which they offered 
was seen as a way of lifting the 
human spirits of those whose only 
experience of work had been that 
of labouring on soulless assem-
bly lines. A farm near Detroit was 
given by the father of a priest who 

had been imprisoned in a concen-
tration camp. He had lost another 
son in the war. These farms, in 
turn, produced the food for many 
of the urban centres to which the 
poor had come for help, both mate-
rial and spiritual.

All of this work encompassed 
what Dorothy and Peter knew to 
be the Christian “works of mercy” 
which, as she said, “could be found 
in old-fashioned prayer books. 
The corporal ones are to feed the 
hungry; to give drink to the thirsty; 
to clothe the naked; to harbour the 
harbourless; to ransom the captive; 
to visit the sick; to bury the dead. 
The spiritual works are to instruct 
the ignorant; to counsel the doubt-
ful; to admonish sinners; to bear 
wrongs patiently; to forgive offenses 
willingly; to comfort the afflicted; to 
pray for the living and the dead.”

L I V E S  O F  T H E  S A I N T S 

DOROTHY DAY

ACCOMMODATION

ALGARVE, Albuferia, Portugal. Luxury 1 or 
2 bed aparts for rent. Sky TV, shared pool, 
long/short term. Special winter rates. Tel: 
087 237 1716.

LUXURY 2 bed bungalow for holiday lets, 
short or long stays, all mod cons, suitable 
for wheelchairs, in beautiful surroundings at 
Knock, Mayo, 087 640 6588.

APARTMENT to rent in Medjugorje 3-bed-
room. Lift access. All mod cons. 5 mins from 
church. Tel: 086 105 5388.

MEDJUGORJE. Local family accom. 
En-suite rooms; groups welcome too. Con-
tact Christina 0044 7714 264849, viber, 
whats-up email: ostojic.ivan@tel.net.ba

SINGLE lady, 61 years, NS, retired, seeks 
longterm accomm. near services, not a 
driver. Reasonable rent. Tel: 086 4019508.

LOOKING for a room to rent in Cork area. 
Tel: 089 443 8330.

MISCELLANEOUS

ALOE VERA Forever living products. 
Distributor: Phil Colgan 01 628 1436;  
086 243 7653.

HEALTH and wellness company requires 
help, flexible hours work from home. Part 
time and full time earnings available, email 
ark@flp.com or phone Anita 087 062 4108.

DO you suffer from aches and pains? Why 
not call and find out about our amazing 
supplement called Move? Phone Anita  
087 062 4108 or email ark@flp.com

SOCIAL club, central Dublin, fun activities, 
games, parties, quizzes, annual outing, 
weekend break. Friendly atmosphere.  
Tel: 087 631 2116.

FINANCIAL opportunity available 
promoting ASEA cellular health products. 
www.redoxlife.com Tel: Margaret 087 207 
8718.

AGGRESSIVE DOGS? Fend them off 
with Dazer for Walkers, Cyclists, Postmen. 
Nationwide brochure: 087 244 5568.

DOG FENCES €159; Dog Runs €219; 
e-trainers €119; Anti-bark collars €69. The 
Petsafe Superstore Nationwide. Details: 
www.RadioFence.ie

BLIND Exit? Driveway Safety Mirrors from 
only €39.95 www.BranBest.com Orders 
/ Enquiries Tel 087 244 5568 Nationwide.

PERSONAL

DUBLIN male, 51, professional, NS, caring, 
sincere, no ties. Interests: travel, drama, his-
tory, socialising, dining out. Wltm genuine 
lady of similar age for friendship, relation-
ship. Box 2701.

RETIRED male, 71, NSSD, no ties, likes 
travel, music, gardening, painting. Wltm 
female Midwest or West with similar inter-
ests. Box 2702.

LEINSTER  lady, wltm a sincere gent for 
friendship. 65-75 years approx, single or 
widowed. Interests include dancing, some 
walking, religions, some travel, and deep 
conversations while dining out. All replies 
will be acknowledged. Box 2703.

SLIGO lady, late 50s, family grown up, wltm 
a sincere and generous gent for relation-
ship, who is willing to travel to meet. Tel: 
087 368 3600.

SINGLE male, early 60s, NSND, wltm lady 
of similar age from Midlands or West, single 
or widow lady, with view to friendship. Tel: 
085 274 3824.

DONEGAL single male, 59, tall, likes music, 
dancing, wltm female for relationship. Box 
2704.

CORK lady, 38 years old, Roman Catholic, 
wltm single, genuine, loyal, Roman Catholic 
man. Box 2705.

ATTRACTIVE 36 year old female, seeking 
loyal, good natured male, partner. Box 2706.

VERY respectable retired man, has prop-
erty, living alone, all family passed on, lonely, 
wlthf females all ages from West of Ireland. 
Has to use a stick. Box 2707.

PILGRIMAGES

CHRISTMAS pilgrimage group to the 
Holyland. Ex-Dublin 19th-27th December. 
Taking in Bethlehem, Jerusalem, (Mount 
of Olives, Garden of Gethsemane, Last 
Supper Room and Calvary), Mount Tabor, 
Cana, Nazareth, Jericho, River Jordan, Dead 
Sea and Sea of Galilee.  Contact James 
Treacy 086 057 2216.

HOLYLAND pilgrimage, 4th -13th October, 
leaving from Dublin. Full spiritual itinerary led 
by our spiritual advisor. Stg £1,149 which 
can be paid in installments. For further infor-
mation contact Brenda on 0044 77 6172 
6640 from the Republic or 077 6172 6640 
from the north of Ireland.

FATIMA 11th-18th May, 2020, ex Dublin, 
7 nights, full board. Hotel Cinquentenario. 
Discount E100, if booked by 13th Dec, 
2019. Tel: Maura 086 806 9891.

MEDJUGORJE pilgrimage, 19th – 26th 
May. Darko House. Sp. Dir. Fr. Peter 
Okpetu. Via Dublin. €625 if paid fully by the 
13th Dec. Contact Margaret Blessington 
086 385 0861.

RELIGIOUS

HOLYFACE Reparation books, medals, & 
various scapulars. Write to: Michael Gorm-
ley, 68 Melvin Rd, Terenure, Dublin 6W.

THINKING about a vocation? Interested in 
knowing about the Dominican friars? Visit 
www.dominicans.ie

SUPREME short prayer (re-issue leaflet 
so vital today). Send addressed envelope: 
Bern Caesar, Brownshill, Carlow.

RETREAT House in St. Benedict’s Priory, 
Cobh run by Benedictine Nuns. Daily Mass, 
Day and Night Adoration, Monastic Liturgy, 
stunning views of Cobh Harbour, beautiful 
Bible Garden, Library, meals provided. For 
more information contact the guest mistress: 
021 4811354 email: cobhtyburnconvent@
gmail.com

THANKSGIVING

THANKS to the Sacred Heart of Jesus for 
request granted. AF, AH.

USEFUL SERVICES

ALL unwanted home waste removed. 
Cookers, fridges, beds, suites, wardrobes, 
carpets, etc, removed and disposed of in 
proper manner. No job too small or big. 
Contact Tommy 087 640 6015.

REFACE your kitchen. We change kitchen 
cabinet doors, and worktops. Free esti-
mates. Tel: 01 862 4647.

TYPEWRITERS & dictating machines, 
repairs, sales, ribbons, most makes,  
Tel: 01 830 9333.

CHAIN saws new & used, including spares 
& repairs. Also hog splitters, chopper 
shredders & everything for feeding & han-
dling sheep. B. Esmonde Machinery 0402 
37182. Nationwide deliveries.

LANDSCAPING  services, complete land-
scaping, winter specials, grass cut, hedges 
cut, gardens tidied. Tel David: 01 620 8758 
or 086 041 4343.

OUR LADY 
OF FATIMA
Five First 
Saturdays Devotion
Old Parish Church, Knock Shrine, on 
first Saturday of each month at 11am. 

Mass at 12pm with Enrolment in the 
Brown Scapular.

Our Lady’s Promise:  
She would, “assist at the hour of 
death, with the graces necessary for 
salvation, the souls who make the 
First Five Saturdays”. 

Coming Dates
Saturday, 2nd November 2019
Saturday, 7th December 2019

CLASSIFIEDS
€1 per word;  
Box No. €3.00 extra

BREDA: 01 404 8187

MEDJUGORJE 
MASS 

St. Mary’s, Lucan, at 7.30pm
Monday 11th November

Celebrant Fr. Joe Hao
(His last public Mass as he is 

going home to China)

Monday 25th November
Our last Medjugorje Mass in 2019,

Confessions, Rosary at 6.50pm
Happy Christmas to all. 

Pat & Phil
medjugorjenewslucan@gmail.com

Tel: 087 223 8911

Details on Facebook:  
Medjugorje Mass Lucan

be resourceful and resilient to find 
solutions. 

I see what is happening with my 
friends in France. They already 
have those excellent private Catho-
lic schools, set up all over the 
country in the past 25 years. But 
there are still so few of them. They 
are not everywhere, and they, in the 
main, operate without State-assis-
tance. They can be expensive even 
with the best efforts to operate on 
a shoestring. So parents make rad-
ical choices. 

One close friend of ours had set 
up a primary school in a large city 
where they live. Now that their 
eldest daughter has reached the 
age for secondary school, they are 
moving city just to be nearer to a 
good private Catholic secondary 
school. 

Another family sent some of 
their children to boarding school, 
but sent the others to stay with an 

aunt living close by because they 
couldn’t afford the boarders’ fees 
for everyone. 

Another, whose children excel 
academically and were accepted in 
a top Catholic Parisian secondary 
school, are renting a second apart-
ment in Paris so that their father 
can be with them during the week 
while their mother stays at home 
with the younger children. 

A mother volunteers as a teacher, 
while the other parents take turns 
with the teachers for cleaning 
duties in the school. These are just 
the people I know. There are thou-
sands of other Catholic families 
who make those sacrifices. 

Why? Because they know in their 
heart that a complete, classical, 
Catholic education is the true gift 
of life for their children. As a good 
Irish friend said to me after a meet-
ing about a private Catholic school: 
There is a fear, but there is excite-
ment. In our hearts, we know that 
the Lord will give us the strength. 

  FROM PAGE 16.
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Dear Dastardly Smithers, 

Smithers. My dear Smithers. 
Have you learned the lesson 
yet? Did you see what I did? 

It isn’t the first time. I don’t think 
it will be the last. But each time 
it gets better than it was before. I 
did it first with Malthus. And then 
with Ehrlich. And they don’t learn. 
Each time there is a big panic. 
Everyone gets distracted. They 
don’t trust each other. Each one 
trusts themselves. But they don’t 
trust their neighbours. 

But they think they can trust the 
government. And see what hap-
pens? Never what they expect. 
Malthus said there would be mass 
starvation because the world 

couldn’t feed all the people who 
were just going to keep reproduc-
ing. Of course it didn’t happen. 
But it distracted them. They were 
willing to give over their freedom 
to save themselves. And at the 
same time, they focussed on the 
ones doing the populating. Then 
Ehrlich said the same with the 
population bomb. He predicted 
mass starvation. But it never hap-
pened. But look at Africa now? 
Awash with the contraceptions. To 
reduce the birthrate. And who is 
doing it? the United Nations. Not 
just one government, but a world 
government. 

Do you think we can get them 
to believe it again? Maybe they 
are figuring it out. Fool me once, 

shame on you. Fool me thrice?
We did it with global warm-

ing a few years ago. Had them 
convinced the world was going to 
end. I think we might get away 
with it again. 12 years ago they 
are saying now. I know there 
were some negatives - cleaner air, 
renewable energies and all that. 
But that was collateral damage. 
Some folks have worse behaviour 
now. Yes, they are stewarding the 
planet more ‘responsibly’. But 
they are distracted. They recycle. 
But they don’t re-populate. They 
say now that ‘the best thing they 
can do for the environment is to 
have one child less’. 

Sure, they will greener. But they 
will be meaner. And they will be 
fewer. They don’t realise that they 
can look after the earth by fol-
lowing those horrid ‘virtues’. No! 
They don’t. Thankfully. Instead 

they laugh at them. Virtuous? The 
virtuous now are the ones that 
reduce, reuse, recycle. And every-
one else has to do it anyhow. They 
know the government will enforce 
it. There will be fines. And it is 
willing to enforce more controls. 
Because people cannot trust them-
selves. They need to be controlled 
to do these things. 

And they accept it because we 
have frightened the lives out of 
them. They say there is no com-
pulsion in religion. There is no 
virtue in compulsion either. It is 
brilliant.

Until next time, 

Dumbag

DUMBAG WRITES...  LETTERS FROM A MASTER TO A TRAINEE TEMPTER

Dia dhaoibh a pháistí,
Now that it’s the month of 

November it will soon be Christ-
mas, one of the most exciting times 
of the year, a time of giving and 
holiness. As we prepare for Christ-
mas we spend time with our family 
and friends, saying our prayers and 
getting ready for the celebration 
that is Jesus’ birthday.

November is known as the month 
of the Holy Souls, and is dedicated 
to all the souls in Purgatory. Purga-
tory is the place where souls go to 
become really clean and pure. This 
is so that one day they can be with 
God in Heaven. On All Saints day 
we celebrate the Saints in Heaven 
who can also help souls.

It is important to remember that 
we can pray to the Saints to help 
us too. Sometimes, if you are find-
ing it hard to pray ask the Saints in 
Heaven to help you focus on God. 
Just as they wanted to be closer to 
God they too can help us get nearer 
to God through their prayer and 
intercession.

Slán go fóill,  Aisling

ACROSS
1. A brush against the French leads to a fight (7)
5. Put off the German eating iron! (5)
8. Talk or eat maybe (5)
9. Bat race - a different form of entertainment! (7)
10. Used a brush when ache reached Edward (7)
11. 150 are about to be lucid (5)
12. Simon’s easy? (6)
14. Brought up referring to a communist (6)
17. Cares about people (5)
19. Can I be friendly? (7)
22. A model of excellence or pagan perhaps (7)
23. Goes ahead, we hear, to English city (5)
24. Fish on the ice rink? (5)
25. The estate needs me somehow! (7)

DOWN
1. Pick up a big story! (5)
2. It’s said you raced and I hesitated to find this metal (7)
3. Run to the top to find naval ships (5)
4. Does Credit Union perhaps have old Portuguese 

money? (6)
5. Debate about lace bed! (7)
6. Right in my face - what a laugh!
7. Left work and went to bed (7)
12. Bands rip sets apart! (7)
13. Agnes runs from Los Angeles to get Italian food (7)
15. Robert the crazy Serb catches the thieves! (7)
16. Severely criticized the bread that Edward made? (6)
18. About the priest involved with the IRA (5)
20. Liam’s religion? (5)
21. Follow two directions to find her (5)

SOLUTION TO OCTOBER CROSSWORD: 
ACROSS: 1. Amends 4. Placid 8. Ripen 9. Macabre 10. Earnest 
11. Nerds 12. Restricts 17. Actor 19. Immerse 21. Blarney 22. 
Overt 23. Esther 24. Dinner. DOWN: 1. Agrees 2. Emperor 3. 
Dance 5. Laconic 6. Caber 7. Dressy 9. Maternity 13. Strange 
14. Surgeon 15. Ramble 16.Letter 18. Tract 20. Maori.

Kids Corner PRIZE CROSSWORD

Solution to ALIVE! St. Mary’s Priory, Tallaght, Dublin 24.

Return to ALIVE! St. Mary’s Priory, Tallaght, Dublin 24.

€25 CRYPTIC CLUES: €25 for the first correct entry out  
of the bag. Entries before Monday, 11th November.  
One entry per family. Winner & answers next month. NO. 239

NAME

ADDRESS

 TELEPHONE

OCTOBER CROSSWORD WINNER: 
Joan Phelan,  

Shannon Road, Mountrath,  
Co. Laois

✃

CONNECT THE DOTS

COLOURING COMPETITION - WIN €10 193

NAME

ADDRESS

 AGE

✃

COLOURING COMPETITION 
WINNER FOR OCTOBER WAS: 

Rose Maria Donnelly, 
Dublin Road,  

Omagh,  
Co. Tyrone. Age 8.

C R O S S W O R D  N O .  2 3 9 •  N o v e m b e r  2 0 1 9
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Solutions to October Crossword:

Across: 1. Amends 4. Placid 8. Ripen 9.
Macabre 10. Earnest 11. Nerds 12.
Restricts 17. Actor 19. Immerse 21.
Blarney 22. Overt 23. Esther 24. Dinner.

Down: 1. Agrees 2. Emperor 3. Dance 5.
Laconic 6. Caber 7. Dressy 9. Maternity
13. Strange 14. Surgeon 15. Ramble 16.
Letter 18. Tract 20. Maori.

1 7

8 9

10 11

12 13

18 19 20

22 23

24 25

14 15

16

17

2 3 4 5 6
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ACROSS
1. A brush against the French leads to a fight (7)
5. Put off the German eating iron! (5)
8. Talk or eat maybe (5)
9. Bat race - a different form of entertainment! (7)
10. Used a brush when ache reached Edward (7)
11. 150 are about to be lucid (5)
12. Simon’s easy? (6)
14. Brought up referring to a communist (6)
17. Cares about people (5)
19. Can I be friendly? (7)
22. A model of excellence or pagan perhaps (7)
23. Goes ahead, we hear, to English city (5)
24. Fish on the ice rink? (5)
25. The estate needs me somehow! (7)

DOWN
1. Pick up a big story! (5)
2. It’s said you raced and I hesitated to find this 

metal (7)
3. Run to the top to find naval ships (5)
4. Does Credit Union perhaps have old Portuguese 

money? (6)
5. Debate about lace bed! (7)
6. Right in my face - what a laugh!
7. Left work and went to bed (7)
12. Bands rip sets apart! (7)
13. Agnes runs from Los Angeles to get Italian food (7)
15. Robert the crazy Serb catches the thieves! (7)
16. Severely criticized the bread that Edward made? (6)
18. About the priest involved with the IRA (5)
20. Liam’s religion? (5)
21. Follow two directions to find her (5)CAN YOU GUESS NAME OF THESE APOSTLES?

ANSWERS: PAUL, PETER, JAMES, MATTHEW

A WONDER 
WOMAN

P _ _ L

P _ T _ R

J _ M _ S

M _ T _ H E _

The Population Bomb
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When a woman sees her baby on 
an ultrasound scanner the chances 
of saving that baby from abortion... 

ABSOLUTELY SOARS!! 

Help us urgently purchase a 
new portable scanner to allow our  
experienced ASK Majella counsellors 
to quickly help women  in crisis 
pregnancy in same day - even in 
YOUR county. 

I REALLY need your help…. 

I can’t delay on a new ultrasound 
scanner any longer. Two of our 
scanners are old.   We are expanding 
-  with another new nurse trained in 
ultrasound.  

Now we need a new 4D portable 
scanner. 

Another lady some weeks ago - 
totally intent on an abortion - on 
seeing her baby on the scan said: 
“I’m a reality person - seeing this baby, 
I cannot have an abortion.” She kept 
her baby - PRAISE GOD!

The beauty of a portable scanner 
is that: 

• it’s lightweight 

• can be put in the boot of a car 

• and go anywhere- any county- 
same day! 

Ultrasound scanners save lives. 
Bottom line! 

To get a new modern 3D/4D (4 
dimensional) ultrasound project up 
and running with a trained nurse 
costs €32,000. Can you help?

A scanner is a movable baby-saving 
machine - literally!

Please see this URGENT need as a 
REAL OPPORTUNITY for you to build 
the Kingdom of God.

Just think: 78% of women seeing 
their baby on ultrasound keep their 
baby. 

Whether you can send €5,000 or 
€5, you are investing DIRECTLY in 
saving babies. 

If 320 people donated €100 each, 
we could be up and running! If ten 
people donated €3200 – we are over 
the line!

In addition, it costs another 
€18,000 to keep this work going for 
another three months. If we can’t 
make the target, babies will be lost.

No donation is too large or too 
small - to this and all our work. 

Thank You. 

In Christ’s service, 

Patrick McCrystal 
Human Life International (Ireland)

www.humanlife.ie
www.askmajella.com

✁

✁

✁

Card No.

Name:

Address:

Signature: Date:

Phone: Email:

or debit my:    Mastercard      Visa

Please make a cheque / postal order payable to HLI Ireland.

 I would like to receive your newsletters & up-dates on this and all your projects.
 Please send me your standing order form for a monthly standing order in support 
of this work.

*If this target is exceeded, or not reached, we will apply funds prudentially to this project, 
ongoing Ask Majella maintenance and essential background administration.

Valid from: Expiry:

URGENT SCANNER 
REPLY COUPON 

 YES Patrick! I want to help you get 
a new 4D ultrasound scanner up and 
running and support the work of Ask 
Majella! Please tick ...

 €3,200 (One tenth of cost)  

  €1,000 sponsors one countys 
coverage.

 €500 

 €320 (one hundredth of cost)        

 €100  €50  €25

 Other€

Please cut out and post to: HLI Ireland, Main Street, Knock, Co. Mayo.  Tel 094 937 5993.

CUT OUT REPLY
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Baby saved by Ask Majella!

Help us get an 
Ultrasound scanner

“NO WAY are we 
having an abortion!” 
said a father of non-Christian faith - 
hell bent on abortion - when he saw his 
child on our ultrasound scanner. 
He had a complete change of mind!

Ten babies saved 
in last few months!

Praise God!

Baby on ultrasound.


