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Former Man Utd footballer Fr . Philip Mulryne has moved to Cork to take up his new role as 
Novice Master for the Irish Dominicans. Fr. Philip was born in Belfast and in 1994 went to 
Manchester United as a full time professional on a four-year contract, making his debut in 

1997 against Ipswich Town. Philip played five times in total for the first team... cont’d on page 5. 
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Spiritual Medicine from 
a famous Doctor

Photo: Cillian Kelly.

JACK WALSH

“We are witnesses to what 
the Lord Jesus has done 
in our lives.” These 

words from Tony Foy, Executive 
Director of NET Ministries, sum up 
very well the modus operandi of the 
young NET missionaries who are 

beginning their work in Ireland. 
Hailing from Canada, Australia, 

New Zealand, Germany, Hun-
gary, the UK, and the US along 
with a strong Irish contingent from 
Dublin, Kerry, Limerick and Done-
gal, these young people are giving a 
full year to bring the Gospel to the 
youth of Ireland. 

Recently, after their intensive 

training period was completed, they 
were commissioned by Bishop Alan 
McGuckian in St Eunan’s Cathe-
dral, Letterkenny, to go out as 
missionaries. Their missions this 
year are in Letterkenny, Castlebar, 
Meath, Booterstown and Knocklyon 
in Dublin, Waterford, Cork City, 
with a Road team travelling around 
the country.

LIAM O’CONNOR

The eighth annual St. Thomas 
Aquinas Summer School, 
run by the Aquinas Institute 

of Ireland took place this year at 
the Emmaus Centre, Swords. 

According to one of the organ-
isers, Fr. Conor Mc Donogh OP, 
this year was the biggest yet, 
“with some fifty participants 
from a dozen different countries, 
focussed on the teachings of St 
Thomas (one of the most famous 
Doctors of the Church) on the 
nature of virtue and vice in gen-

eral, as well as specific virtues and 
vices”, said the young Dominican 
Friar.

Among the students taking part 
were doctoral students in phi-
losophy and theology, as well as 
complete beginners, including 
two who recently completed their 
Leaving Certificate exams! 

As well as intensive seminars, 
participants heard a lecture on 
‘The Virtues of Courtesy’ by Fr. 
Alan O’Sullivan OP, and took part 
in a field trip to Mellifont Abbey 
and Drogheda, including a visit 
to the Dominican nuns in Siena 
Monastery.

Sr. Briege McKenna spoke recently to a packed crowd in Cork’s Basketball Arena. Neptune Stadium. 

ALIVE!’S PHOTO OF THE MONTH

Witnesses to Truth

Sister Briege had them hopping in Cork!

For further info or to talk about vocation discernment,contact Vocations Director,  
Br. Malachy, email: vocations@msjroscrea.ie or text info to 085 833 8503.

Monastic Experience Weekend

Mount St. Joseph Abbey, Roscrea, Co Tipperary.

Friday 25th – 27th October 2019
For men aged 20 to 40 who may be discerning a monastic vocation.

Experience the rhythm of monastic daily prayer life.

Rachel and Ana from Cork at the Aquinas Summer School.

Former NET missionaries 
in Donegal at training.
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Fully licensed and bonded tour operator TO142

Fully Escorted Pilgrimages

(01) 878 8159   |  (028) 956 80005  |  info@marian.ie
1 9  E d e n  Q u a y ,  D u b l i n  1

W W W . M A R I A N . I E

All departure dates available at www.marian.ie or on request by phone

We include:   Return Flights - Hotel Accommodation - Fully Escorted Packaged Pilgrimage 
Spiritual Directors - Services of Marian Pilgrimages Rep. on the Ground 

Audio tour guide system - Coach / Guide / Hotel Tips - All Airport and Local Taxes

WE INCLUDE

Holy Land at Christmas

20 - 28 December 2019

Bethlehem on Christmas Day

Fully Escorted Pilgrimage of a Lifetime

€1,595pps



JACK WALSH

Edel Quinn was all about 
what one can-do through the 
power of prayer, setting up 

new Legion of Mary missions in 
Kenya, Uganda and South Africa, 
before dying at the tender age of 
thirty-seven. 

Another Kan-turk native, who 
also has that strong Cork can-do 
spirit, is Rebecca (best known as 
Becky) Kealy who has recently been 
announced as a candidate for the 
party Aontú. “I prayed about it and 
put myself forward and have been 
now selected as an Aontú candidate 
for the Cork North West Constitu-
ency”, said the young UCC graduate.

Aontú states that as a party it is 
completely pro-life, and seeks to 
remove the legalisation governing 
abortion in the south of Ireland. 
However, they appreciate that this 
will take time and are currently 
seeking among other things real 
freedom of conscience for doctors, 
nurses and midwives. 

Aontú is the only pro-life party 

in Ireland with representation in 
Dáil Éireann. They are also oppos-
ing the introduction of abortion in 
the north of Ireland. “I am running 
to be a voice for the people of Cork 
North West, but I am also moti-
vated by the chance to speak up for 
the unborn at a national level, and 
Aontú is the only party in the Dáil 
at the moment that will support 
such a stance”, said Becky who is 
looking for volunteers to help with 
her campaign.

If you want to lend a hand, mail: 
beckykealyaontu@gmail.com.
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JOE WALSH TOURS SAN GIOVANNI ROTONDO

Licenced by the Commission for Aviation Regulation, TO 052 and TA 0689

4 NIGHT MINI-BREAKS 
• 19 October 2019  |  4 nights 

San Giovanni Rotondo
• 13 April 2020  |  1 night Benevento and 

3 nights San Giovanni Rotondo

• Fully escorted & all meals included

For more information, please see: www.joewalshtours.ie  |  info@joewalshtours.ie

€

€649
pps

3 NIGHT MINI-BREAKS 
• 1 May or 29 May 2020

• Fully escorted pilgrimages

• All meals included

• Flying from Dublin

CALL
01 241 0800
FOR MORE INFO!

€

€599
pps

LIAM O’CONNOR

Many speak about the need 
for renewal and revival 
in the Church in Ireland. 

There are reports detailing the 
downturn in vocations to priest-
hood and religious life. 

Holy Family Mission in Kilshee-
lan, Clonmel, is an answer to such 
great need. Now in its fourth year, 
Holy Family Mission has enjoyed 

great success since its launch in 
2016 when they first opened their 
doors to young people between 
18 and 30 for a year of residential 
faith formation.

It began as a response to a desire 
planted in the hearts of Maura 
Murphy, Fr. Patrick Cahill and 
Pat Reynolds, who had seen mas-
sive potential in young people for a 
deeper relationship with the Lord.

Fr. Patrick explains, “The goal of 
our time here is to form our youth 

for life-long mission. A young 
person who is willing to state that 
they pray, or love the Church, is 
such a powerful witness”.

Their day consists of Mass, 
study, work, and a holy hour. They 
also go out on mission by giving 
school retreats.

This year, 18 wonderful young 
people, 14 from Ireland and 4 from 
abroad, will begin this epic expe-
rience to come to know, love, and 
serve the Lord in a much deeper 
way. The preparations have begun 
for what promises to be a great 
year of growth, healing and com-
munity.

Cork pro-life 
leader kan-do

Where is beauty?

A family of 18!

JACK WALSH

A  recent two day Young Adult 
Catholic Conference in 
Dublin run by the Legion of 

Mary set out to look at evangelising 
young people through the beauty of 
our Church. 

The conference, titled “Seek 
Beauty, Find Truth; Mary guide our 
hearts”, heard from various differ-
ent speakers on Christian Art, the 
Beauty of the Soul, and understand-
ing the Beauty of the Eucharist.

Adopting the wisdom of Saint 
John Paul II, who told Catholics 

that “leaning on God, continue to 
reach out, always and everywhere, 
for all that is beautiful, good, and 
true”, the ultimate goal of the con-
ference, according to one organiser, 
Liam, was to “bear witness to the 
truth which leads us to the time-
less beauty of the Catholic Church 
offered to every soul”.

The weekend also included Mass, 
Adoration and the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation. There were also 
numerous opportunities to social-
ize and interact with other young 
Catholics throughout the weekend.

This was the tenth year of this par-
ticular conference. Roll on 2020!

Fr. Patrick Cahill with members of Holy Family Mission. 

At the conference, Michelle Moitie with her sister Patricia (Wexford) and 
Riaghan O’Callaghan (Donegal) 

P
ho

to
: J

oh
n 

M
cE

lr
oy

.
Becky Kealy.

Fifteen seminarians have 
begun their formation and 
academic programme for 

2019 – 2020.  The new students 
are currently in formation in Saint 
Patrick’s College, Maynooth and 
the Pontifical Beda College, Rome; 
with a number beginning their 
propaedeutic programme in other 
locations in Ireland and abroad.  
This brings to 68 the total number 
studying for the priesthood for 

Irish dioceses. 
Commenting on the 2019 – 2020 

intake of seminarians, Bishop 
Alphonsus Cullinan, chair of the 
Bishops’ Council for Vocations, 
said, “While we are all aware of the 
great challenges facing the Church 
and society at this time, we know 
also that God the all-powerful is 
always with us. These formation 
figures released today offer us a 
sign of hope.  

“I was particularly taken by 
something Pope Francis said, in 
his message for Vocations Sunday 
(12 May) this year, to encourage 
men to consider a vocation to the 
priesthood:

 ‘Every vocation is a summons 
not to stand on the shore, nets in 
hand, but to follow Jesus on the 
path he has marked out for us, 
for our own happiness and for the 
good of those around us.’

Bishop Cullinan concluded, “I 
pray that many will hear God’s 
call and be courageous in fol-
lowing whatever path God puts  
before them.”

Fifteen students begin their studies 
for the priesthood for Irish dioceses



4  |  ALIVE!  OCTOBER 2019

NIAMH  
UÍ BHRIAIN

Most people 
p r o b a b l y 
see the 

ongoing controversies about ‘pre-
ferred pronouns’ and other such 
nonsense as some sort of surreal 
debate which has very little bear-
ing on their lives. They’re likely to 
agree that it’s ludicrous to argue 
that gender is a social construct, 
and sheer lunacy to force anyone to 
pretend that biology doesn’t ordi-
narily determine whether a baby is 
a boy or a girl.

Many people have heard of 
Jordan Peterson, for example, 
but might not know that he first 

came to prominence because he 
said the law should not be used 
to force anyone to comply with 
the ever-increasing demands the 
transgender movement make on 
language, including the require-
ment to address men and women 
using newly created pronouns such 
as ‘ze’ and ‘zir’. 

In 2016, Peterson described this 
as a move to compel people to use 
a particular kind of ideological 
language. The word compel was 
prescient. Just three years later, 
people are being investigated, 
arrested and charged because 
they’ve used the ‘wrong pronoun’ 
in debates with transgender activ-
ists on social media platforms  
like Twitter. 

In the past month, the British 

Crown Prosecution Service (CPS) 
has confirmed that it is pressing 
formal charges against a 38-year 
old mother after she described 
a transgender activist as a man 
during a debate on Twitter.

Kate Scottow, who has two young 
children, is accused of “malicious 
communications” after she tweeted 
that transgender activist Steph-
anie Hayden, who was born male 
but now identifies as a woman, was  
a man.

Ms Scottow had previously 
described her upset at being 
arrested in front of her children 
at her home in Hertfordshire last 
December. “I was arrested in my 
home by three officers, with my 
autistic ten-year-old daughter and 
breastfed 20-month-old son pres-
ent,” she said. 

She was held for seven hours 
while being questioned, was finger-
printed, and had her DNA taken, 
because she was accused of post-
ing “defamatory tweets” about 
Hayden.

However, Ms Scottow denies the 
charges saying she has a “genuine 
and reasonable belief” that an indi-
vidual “cannot practically speaking 
change sex.”

The CPS said they are now bring-

ing formal charges after reviewing 
a file of evidence prepared by the 
Hertfordshire Police relating to 
social media posts, and Ms Scottow 
will appear in court on September 
18th charged with causing annoy-
ance, inconvenience or needless 
anxiety to another person.

In 2003, the U.K. banned any 
online communications that could 
cause “annoyance, inconvenience 
or needless anxiety to another.” 
Free speech advocates say the 
law is being used by transgender 
activists to shut down debate or 
comment around the issues.

Scottow’s arrest prompted seri-
ous concern from commentators, 
including the current Prime Min-
ister Boris Johnson who described 
the police action as “abuse of 
manpower” and a “considerable 
expenditure of public money on 
what would seem to be a silly (if 
nasty) Twitter spat.”

Kate Scottow’s husband has 
set up a fundraising page for the 
costs of the case. He says his wife 
initially became interested in the 
debate surrounding the proposed 
self-ID for trans people a couple 
of years ago, because she felt that 
might affect the safety of women in 
women’s only spaces.

In other words, she was an ordi-
nary woman who probably never 
gave the issue much thought, until 
she began to feel that the radi-
cal changes being proposed might 
impinge on the safety or well-being 
of women. And now she has been 
arrested and charged with a crime. 

As so often is the case, we often 
only see how oppressive these laws 
- and those pushing them - are 
when the consequences becoming 
devastating for ourselves and our 
families. It’s time for all of us to 
wake up. 

CAROL PAULS

A Cork mum is making very 
special gifts for very special 
newborns, prompted by her 

own experience as a parent to a 
premature baby boy. 

Avid knitter, Michelle Dippenaar, 
says that she spent the last 7 weeks 
of her pregnancy with her little boy 
Ezra in the local maternity unit after 
her waters broke early. 

“A friend brought me wool and 
knitting needles to fill the time. All 
I could do at this stage was day-
dream of the tiny little person with 
the tiniest little feet who would 
fill the booties I was knitting. I 
remember smiling to myself as I 
was running through the little rows 
of stitches, imagining the cutie 
I would soon be holding in my 
arms,” she remembers. 

“Our little boy was delivered by 
c-section, but the moment he was 
born, the room fell quiet, we could 
sense something was wrong. He 
wasn’t breathing. It felt like time 
stood still, longing to hear him cry. 
They intervened and stabilised him, 
then whisked him off to the NICU.”

“Ezra was diagnosed with a 
life-threatening complex congen-
ital heart defect. He had a tough 
first year with open heart sur-
gery and months of post-surgery 
recovery from complications. It 
was a real milestone for our family 
when we made it to his first birth-
day. There were days, weeks and 

months where we weren’t sure if we 
would ever see the day.  Our little 
guy proved them wrong, he fought 
his best fight. And he got to stay. 
He broke through all the dire pre-
dictions for his life. And he is now a 
healthy, thriving, little boy who fills 
our lives with happy smiles, hugs 
and giggles every day,” the Cork 
mum explained. 

“That is why I knit these little 
booties for these amazing little 
babies who may not live long 
after birth. These little ones may 
not have much time with their 
mammies. That breaks my heart. 
But their lives matter. And they 
deserve to be celebrated simply 
for being here. And as I knit those 
little stitches together one by one, 
my prayer follows the stitches row 
by row asking for as much time 

together for them as possible.”
“Every now and then I take out 

the booties I had knit for my son 
and I am reminded of how strong 
the human spirit is, and that we can 
endure hard, impossible things.  
And that even tiny little people 
with the tiniest little feet and too 
little time can touch many hearts 
and change the world.”  

Vicky Wall, of Every Life Counts, 
a support network for families with 
babies expected to have short lives, 
says the booties are “incredibly 
special”. 

“When I knew my little girl 
might not live for long, one of my 
fears was that I wouldn’t be able to 
find clothes for her,” she explains. 
“I knew it was likely she’d come 
early and she’d be tiny, and it was 
so important to me that she had 

pretty things to wear just like every 
baby girl. I wanted her to have her 
own identity, and look as loved as 
she was. 

“I remember the search to find 
the smallest babygrow, the small-
est socks and the tiniest of hats. It 
wasn’t easy and it could also be dis-
tressing, trying to hold in the tears 
to explain: “my baby is small and 
will die”. 

“So one of the many things we 
at Every Life Counts do is pro-
vide mums with tiny baby-grows 
if needed, as not all babies reach 
5-6 lbs. My Líadán was born at 2lbs 
and we have baby grows for 2lb, 3lb 
and 4lb babies.”

“Then Michelle showed me a pair 
of booties she crocheted for Ezra 
when he was born and immedi-
ately tears came to my eyes because 
I knew these would be perfect for 
our ELC babies, so soft and pretty 
and adjustable to little feet that 
maybe are rocker-bottom or club. 
Something beautiful made with 
love and tears and understanding.” 

“Michelle as ever, did not dis-
appoint,” said Vicky. “In the post 
arrived the most beautiful boo-
ties in various sizes and colours 
with little gift bags also lovingly 
handmade. We send them to the 
families we support in our special 
ELC boxes and the response has 
been incredible. 

One mum said to me that “they 
were the nicest thing she had 
received and that her baby’s feet 
wouldn’t be cold now when they 
have to bury him.” I know that 
statement may be difficult to read 
but this is the reality of child loss 
and why we pack blankets and 
teddies into our child’s coffin to 
keep them warm and so they won’t 
feel alone. We still have the same 
maternal feelings of love and pro-
tection as every other mum; even 
though our baby has passed we love 
them forever and we want them 
minded and warm and loved.” 

“There is no such thing as a small 
act of kindness.”

A woman is arrested 
for offending a 
transgender activist. 
We all need to wake up.

Cork Mum knits tiny booties 
for babies with short lives

All gender restroom sign in  
San Diego Natural History Museum.

Photo: Kaldari.

is an exciting new media platform 
for Life, Faith, Family & Freedom

Be part of it!
Call 01 8730465 to donate  
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ALIVE! NEEDS YOUR SUPPORT, PLEASE!
All CREDIT CARD 

Payments accepted. CALL 01 404 8187

ANONYMOUS DONATIONS 
€6,000: WD; €500: J&CG; €300: BPD; €250: DF; An; DV; €200: An; MO’C; TF; 
€100: Newbridge Reader; MJ&EK; J&MQ; An; DJ; KC; An; €90: JJ Mayo; €50: Paddy Northside; 
Disillusioned reader; John Grant Waterford; Larkin; D&MMC; An; €45: CQ; MO’D; €30: An; 
€25: An; NC; €20: Killarney; An; €10: Taiwo; An; STG: £80: An; 

AIB, Tallaght  •  SORT CODE: 933317 
ACCOUNT NAME Alive Together  •  ACCOUNT NO: 29097-110 
IBAN IE61AIBK93331729097110  •  BIC BICAIBKIE2D

I wish to support ALIVE! Enclosed is my donation for

€1,000 €500 €250 €100
€50 €25 €15 other €

NAME

ADDRESS

TELEPHONE

Please send your donation to: ALIVE! St. Mary’s Priory, Tallaght, Dublin 24

✃

BLOCK CAPITALS PLEASE

If 8,000 people contribute just €20 each we can continue for another year.
Special thanks to all of you who donated to ALIVE! during September.

 Q: I’ve heard that everyone is 
called by God to some vocation. How 
do I find my vocation?

Ans: Fantastic. This is one of my favour-
ite questions because a) it indicates that 
you realize that your life is not your own … 
it belongs to God, and b) it indicates that 
you care what God thinks about your life. 

I can give you a guaranteed strategy 
for discovering God’s plan for your life. 
It basically involves asking yourself three 
questions each day. I promise you that, if 
you ask these questions of yourself regu-
larly, you will never miss out on God’s plan 
for your life. 

But before we get to these (apparently) 
golden questions, there are two princi-
ples that must be clearly expressed. You’ve 
known them since you were in Second 
grade. 

The first is this: God knows you better 
than you know yourself. This means that 
God knows why you are alive. He knows 
how you think. He knows what you love. He 
knows exactly what will make you happiest 
in this life. 

The second principle is this: God loves 
you better than you love yourself. So the 
thing that you were made for? God wants 
that for you. The thing that will make you 
most happy? You can trust that God wants 
this for you. Those two principles add up to 
this reality: you can trust God. Period. 

Knowing this, let’s get to the three ques-
tions.

Am I in a state of grace? If not, get 
to Confession and get reconciled with 

God. This is critical. If I am trying to dis-
cern what God wants for my life, but I 
am disconnected from God, what are the 
chances that I am going to be able to hear 
Him clearly? You know how we sometimes 
can’t see things clearly when we are in the 
middle of a situation? If I am in serious sin, 
it is very unlikely that I will be able to see 
God’s will with any sense of clarity. If there 
is serious sin in my life, I can be easily 
deceived, so get to Confession.

Am I doing my daily duty? This is 
extremely concrete. If I am a student, am 
I doing my best to get my work done and 
to class on time? If I am a husband, am I 
loving my wife and doing my best to serve 
my family through my work? Basically, 
look at your calendar (the things you have 
to do) and ask yourself, am I doing these 
things to the best of my ability? If I am not 
doing the basics that my current state of 
life requires, it is highly unlikely that I will 
respond when God asks me to respond in a 
more dramatic way. Put it like this: think 
of the tasks on your calendar as God’s will 
for your life today. If you are saying yes 
to God’s will in these little things, you are 
training yourself to say yes to God in big 
things.

Did I pray today? This should be a 
no-brainer. I mean more than, “Bless us O 
Lord…” and “Now I lay me down to sleep…”. 
Really pray. Talk to God. It doesn’t make 
any sense to say, “What does God want me 
to do…?” and never take the time actually 
talk to God and ask Him the question. And 

then wait for Him to respond.
I absolutely promise that you will know 

God’s plan for your life if you follow this 
simple plan. How can I be so confident? 
Because I remember the first two princi-
ples and I trust that God wants you to know 
why you are alive. Now you can be patient 
and never worry that you might miss out 
on God’s plan. He will not be one moment 
too late. But if you are getting impatient, 
remember that He won’t be one moment 
too early, either. If He isn’t revealing His 
plan just yet, it is only because you aren’t 
supposed to know just yet. Just trust God 
and ask the three questions.

Father Mike Schmitz, whose ancestors 
are from Cork, is a priest for the Diocese 
of Duluth, in the US. He is the Director of 
Youth and Young Adult Ministry for the 
diocese. He will be in Cork next May 30th, 
2020 for a Conference on Evangelisation 
organised by the Dominicans.

Questions and  
Answers with Fr. Mike

VACANCIES IN CATHOLIC FAITH AND FAMILY MOVEMENT
1 O�  ce Manager, 20-30 hrs per week. Managing personnel and technical and administrative 

processes in a busy o�  ce, this role entails taking full responsibility for the e� ective running of the 
o�  ce, processes, personnel management, project-administration liaison, and coordination of two 
associated shops in Knock.

2 Project and event coordinator. This role encompasses a wide range of technical, visionary, team 
work and communication skills in a pressurised and stimulating environment. Substantial travel 
countrywide entailed. 20-30 hrs per week initially.

 Experience in project and personnel management, social media, working in a Catholic environment, 
good presentation skills, car owner an advantage for above two posts. 

3 Mid level development o�  cer. Liaising in close contact with our supporters and benefactors by 
phone, email and other means, this post builds the connection between our mission and supporters, 
enhancing greater collaboration and mission impact. 20-30 hrs per week initially. Good phone 
manner and computer skills essential.

First two positions based in Knock, Co, Mayo.
As well as the technical skills, all three posts will require an unequivocal articulation, 
representation and advancement of perennial magisterial Catholic Church teaching 
in life, faith and family issues.  

CV to Catherine, Human Life International (Ireland), 
Guadalupe Centre, Main Street, Knock Co Mayo.

TELEPHONE  094 937 5993      EMAIL  mail@humanlife.ie      WEB  www.humanlife.ie 

Fr. Mike Schmitz

JACK WALSH

...before being transferred to Nor-
wich City in 1999, playing 135 times 
during a period of six years. Philip 
made his debut for Northern Ire-
land in 1997 against Belgium and 
went on to play 27 times, scoring 
three goals. After some discern-
ment, Philip retired from football 
and entered the Diocesan Semi-
nary in 2009,  and then entered the 
Dominicans in 2012. 

He was ordained a priest in 2017. 
He is now looking forward to his 
new role as Novice Mater: “It will 

be a wonderful and privileged 
experience to journey with these 
four men over the coming year”.

The Novitiate, which is based 
in St. Mary’s, Pope’s Quay, on the 
northside of the Cork City, recently 
welcomed four men as novices: 
Brothers Larry, Bruno, Mark and 
Nathan.  

“Their year in St Mary’s will be a 
time for deepening their relation-
ship with God, finding our more 
about the Irish Dominicans, the 
Order’s spirituality and mission, 
and discerning their vocation to 
Dominican Religious Life”, com-
mented Fr. Philip.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 

Red Devil to Rebel

From left to right: Br. Bruno Mary Kelleher; Br. Nathan Peer; Fr. Gregory 
Carroll OP,  Prior Provincial; Br. Mark Murphy; Br. Laurence Augustine 
Rigney & Fr. Philip Mulryne OP, Master of Novices.  
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CATHERINE O’TOOLE 

In a recent development four 
Irish primary schools have 
dropped their Catholic and 

Protestant ethos in order to 
become non-denominational state 
run schools. The reasons cited for 
this were “fostering inclusion and 
community” as well as attracting 
new members and further funding 
which would ensure the survival of 
the schools. 

A new multi-beliefs and values 
curriculum called “Goodness me, 
goodness you!” has been adopted 
in these schools, where “the teacher 
presents each religion not as a truth 
but as a world view or perspective”. 

The Curriculum guidance 
teaches that “If a belief expressed is 
discriminatory the teacher should 
challenge that belief appropriately 
by explaining that the school pro-
motes equality and human rights, 
and therefore that belief is in con-
flict with the values promoted by 
the school”. What this will mean 
in practice is unclear but points 
towards teachers undermining and 
contradicting the faith of parents 

who may be teaching the Faith at 
home. 

Guidance claims that the Univer-
sal Declaration of Human Rights 
“provides a universally agreed 
foundation for examining contro-
versial issues and allows students to 
look at how rights can be balanced 
in conflicting situations”, yet this in 
itself is a controversial statement 
where the UDHR has repeatedly 
been used to attack, for example, 
anti-abortion perspectives as well 
as faith based positions.

The Kerry, Roscommon and 
Wexford schools are the avant-
garde of what some predict will 
be an avalanche. Reactions to the 
changes have been mixed. Fr Patsy 
Lynch, a parish priest who was 
involved in the consultation pro-
cess for one of the schools, believes 
the change in patronage reflects 
a community consensus and will 
strengthen Catholicism locally. 

Others point to the fact that the 
schools have been supported by 
years of donations by the faith-
ful and the move is a “betrayal” of 
their sacrifices. 

These changes in patronage occur 
in the midst of a heated debate over 
the future of the Catholic schools 
in the country. There are strong 
arguments for removing the title 
“Catholic” from most such schools, 
as this would reflect the reality on 
the ground, claims deacon Nick 
Donnelly, a Catholic writer. How-
ever, he sees a better option in 
Catholic schools “unashamedly 
teaching the Faith in all its truth”. 

Pro-life film 
is a bestseller 
on Amazon 
BLAZE PAULS

“Unplanned”, a recent film 
which follows the life of 
Abby Johnson, a Planned 

Parenthood worker turned pro-life, 
has reached the #1 spot on Ama-
zon’s DVD sales in its first week. 

The film continues to enjoy 
huge popularity despite numer-
ous attempts to block or hinder its 
distribution. The film was given an 
‘R’ rating by the Motion Picture 
Association of America, which the 
director, Chuck Konzelman, claims 
was done in order to stop Evan-
gelical Protestants and Mormons 
from watching it. Google has also 
banned the film’s banner ads and 
Twitter had suspended the film’s 
account just hours before release. 

The film is a major thorn in the 
side of pro-choice advocates as it 
has brought home the harsh real-
ities of abortion to the public at 
large, claims Raven Clabough, 
a journalist at the New Ameri-
can. This is something which they 
would much rather keep secret. 

The film’s message is already 
bearing fruit. A Christian Broad-
casting Network News article from 
April has reported that at least 
94 abortion clinic workers have 
sought help to leave their jobs after 
seeing the film.  

BLAZE PAULS

The soft drinks giant Coca 
Cola was forced to alter its 
advertisement campaign in 

Hungary after a major backlash 
and widely supported boycott of the 
company’s products. 

Coca Cola ran a series of pro-
LGBT advertisements, with the 
slogan “love is love” and pictures of 
rainbow flags and homosexual cou-
ples being featured.  

A petition of 40,000 signa-
tures was presented to politicians 
asking for the advertisements to 
be removed from Budapest. Many 
politicians joined the boycott and 
provided leadership in what is seen 
as key battle over the role of multi-
national companies in a country’s 
culture and mores.  

Eventually, Coca Cola agreed to 
alter the advertisements by remov-
ing the pictures of homosexual 
couples – however both the slogan 
and rainbow symbols were retained. 

DEREK RYAN

Opening a predominantly 
religious event,  the ‘Love 
and Life in Marriage 

Conference’ (marking the 50th 
Anniversary of Humanae Vitae)
which took place in Dublin, 
Bishop Kevin Doran commented 
on how the acceptance of same sex 
unions and a contraceptive cul-
ture are linked. For the secularist 
in the modern age, making such a 
connection, where contraception 
is only for heterosexual couples to 
prevent pregnancy and completely 
irrelevant to homosexuals, is per-
haps hard to understand. 

However, for essentially time 

immemorial, it would be fairly 
obvious that both are linked in that 
they are bodily coming together of 
two individuals without the pro-
creative – and unitive- aspects of 
the spousal relationship – con-
sidered intrinsic and invaluable 
to that relationship. They become 
almost the same thing as they are 
limited to the physical, momen-
tary fulfilment. 

Simon Harris however, under-
standably, demonstrated how far 
removed from this understanding 
he is by demanding that Bishop 
Doran, and Catholics, keep their 
views out of public policy. 

“Please just make it stop! 
Increasing access to & availabil-
ity of contraception is and will 

remain public health policy. Reli-
gion plays an important role for 
many on an individual basis - but 
it will not determine health and 
social policy in our country any 
more. Please get that.”

It is shocking for a Minister of 
Health to tell believers that their 
opinions and approaches have no 
place in the civic and political life 
of the country they live in. Simon 
Harris may not like that religious 
believers have votes, but any pre-
tence of a pluralistic society must 
respect and at least give lip service 
to views of all believers and none, 
however much politicians such as 
Simon Harris may sneer and roll 
their eyes behind closed doors. 

Simon Harris Threatens to Silence BelieversIrish Schools 
Abandon 
Christian 
Ethos 

R E L I G I O U S  F R E E D O M  W ATC H

A camel drinking Coca-Cola

American author and anti-abortion 
activist Abby Johnson.
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CATHERINE O’TOOLE 

As the US trade war with 
China is heating up, the 
Trump administration has 

announced that the new round of 
tariffs imposed on Chinese imports 
will not cover Bibles printed in the 
Asian country. This is welcome 
news for US Christians as China 
is, surprisingly, the world’s larg-
est Bible publisher. One Chinese 
publisher alone, Amity Press, has 
printed nearly 200 million Bibles 

since 1988. Chinese publishing is 
especially valued for its experience 
in printing large amounts of text on 
very thin paper. 

However, it is difficult to miss the 
irony of the situation. While churn-
ing out Bibles with much expertise 
at an astonishing rate, communist 
China is well-known for persecut-
ing its Christians. Cardinal Joseph 
Zen, at one time the Archbishop of 
Hong Kong, stated that the perse-
cution of Catholics has continued 
to worsen despite the 2018 Vati-
can-Beijing Agreement.

No tariffs on Bibles 

His Eminence Cardinal Joseph Zen Ze-Kiun.
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BERNADETTE 
SMYTH

Belfast city 
centre was 
brought to a 

standstill on Saturday 7th Septem-
ber, as 20,000 people gridlocked 
the streets for the pro-life ‘March 
for their Lives.’ The major pro-life 
event was organised by Precious 
Life and other pro-life groups to 
give the people of Northern Ire-
land an opportunity to voice their 
opposition Westminster’s abortion 
law, set to be implemented on 21st 
October if the Stormont Parlia-
ment is not reconvened. 

The profoundly undemocratic 
and extreme abortion legislation 
was pushed through the Westmin-
ster Parliament in July without 
any public consultation from the 
people here or their elected repre-
sentatives. 

If the legislation comes 
into force, abortion will 
be legal in Northern 
Ireland right up to 7 
months of pregnancy, 
turning Northern 
Ireland from a safe 

haven into the abortion 
capital of Europe.

On Saturday, an incredible array 
of people, both young and old, 
united in their thousands to send 
out a powerful, unequivocal mes-
sage to Norther Irish politicians, 
the Westminster Parliament, and 
indeed the world, that abortion will 
never be in the name of the people 
of Northern Ireland, and that NI 
will always stand up and be proud 
of its pro-life laws. 

The theme of the March was ‘Not 
in our Name’ and Saturday served 
as a clear confirmation that this 
abortion law is not in the name 
of the people of NI, thousands of 
whom came out in force to express 
their frustration and disenchant-
ment at Westminster for its use of 
Northern Ireland as a Trojan horse 
to force through full decriminalisa-
tion of abortion onto the whole of 
the UK.

Because the people of Northern 
Ireland and their elected repre-
sentatives have continued to reject 
the violence of abortion, Northern 
Ireland is the safest place for moth-
ers and babies in the UK today. 
Because the people here said no to 
the Abortion Act in 1967, and again 
in 2016, countless lives have been 
saved. Indeed, so many of those 
saved by our laws attended Sat-
urday’s joy-filled event along with 
countless women and families who 
are so grateful they said yes to life.

Prior to the March for Their 
Lives, Mass took place at St. Pat-
rick’s Church with over 1500 people 
in attendance. The Mass was cele-
brated by Fr Paddy McCafferty, an 
outspoken defender of the unborn 
from Corpus Christi Parish in 
West Belfast.  Fr McCafferty told 
the packed Church, “Today we 
are bearing witness to vital truths 
about the value of every life, that 
are foundational to a human soci-
ety that is truly centred on true 
human rights.

Continuing his emotional 
homily, he told the congregation: 
“Let us be clear about the opposing 
forces – the pro-abortionists clam-
our for Death. They have invented 
false rights that do not exist which 
are simply an excuse to legalise the 
killing of the most defenceless and 
vulnerable of all – boys and girls in 
the womb.

“They have called those rights 
“human rights” when, in fact, they 
are the exact opposite of human 
rights. The invented rights they 
demand are profoundly inhuman 
and vitiate every foundation and 
principle upon which true human 
rights stand.

“The abortionists insert words 
like ‘choice’ when, in fact, by 
ending the life of a child, they nul-
lify all the wonderful choices God 
creates us to properly choose.”

In keeping with  
Fr. McCafferty’s words, 
Saturday’s event was 
a moving testament 
to the public gratitude 
and support for 
Northern Ireland’s pro-
life laws which have 
safeguarded thousands 
of mothers and babies 
here and continue to 
save countless lives 
every year.

As I told the crowds gathered 
there on Saturday, at this critical 
time in history, we must continue 
to be a very loud voice, because the 
voice of the unborn cannot speak; 
they cannot defend themselves, so 
we must speak for those children 
through public events and in our 
own day to day lives. The March 
heard from a number of power-
ful and brave speakers, including 
noted public figure and member 
of the House of Lords, Baroness 
Nuala O’Loan. In July, Baroness 
O’Loan co-authored an open letter 
calling on Theresa May to either 
pull Westminster’s abortion Act or 
take further action to prevent the 
law being imposed. Over 20,000 
people in Northern Ireland signed 
the letter.

Speaking to the vast crowd, she 
said: “We’re here because in July, 
in Westminster, members of Par-
liament who don’t live here, who 
don’t represent us, decided that 
our laws should change. In 1967, 
we said that we did not want the 
abortion act. In 2016, we said that 
we did not want the abortion act … 
I believe, as do millions of others 
across the world, that human life 
exists from the moment of concep-

tion and that it must be protected 
at all times.”

Baroness O’Loan also high-
lighted the constitutional abuses 
that have taken place surround-
ing Westminster’s abortion law. 
She said that “the Northern Ire-
land Formation Bill will go down 
in British constitutional history 
as one of its blackest moments 
of all times when constitutional 
due process was completely swept 
aside because of the conviction of 
parliamentarians, none of whom 
represents Northern Ireland.”

The March also heard 
from Adele Best who 
spoke passionately 
about her own dev-
astating abortion 
experiences, how abor-
tion destroys the lives 
of women, and why 
every woman deserves 
so much better than the 
violence and violation 
of abortion.

Following Adele’s moving 
speech, Belfast mum and busi-
nesswoman Stephanie McKittrick 
shared her amazing story of hope, 
courage and love. In Stephanie’s 
own words, “I risked my life and 
carried my baby to full term for one 
precious cuddle before she died.”

Stephanie was told to termi-
nate her baby to save her own life, 
she knew it wasn’t an option. The 
recruitment consultant was just 
20-weeks pregnant when she was 
diagnosed with hydrocephalus - 
a deadly build-up of fluid on the 
brain. Stephanie rejected abor-
tion and risked her own life for her 
baby girl Layla, who died after just 
25 hours.

The March for Their Lives was 
Precious Life’s largest ever pro-
life event, with the March having 
to reroute to accommodate the 
large crowds. People of all ages and 
across all different backgrounds, 
including a huge number of young 
people and families, united to 
reject the violence and cruelty of 
abortion.

20,000 people bring 
Belfast to a standstill for 
the ‘March for Their Lives’

JOE WALSH TOURS
PILGRIMAGE TO MEDJUGORJE 
16 OCTOBER  |  7 NIGHTS  |  HALF BOARD

For more information call: 01 241 0800

www.joewalshtours.ie  |  Licenced by the Commission for Aviation Regulation, TO 052 and TA 0689

• Full religious programme 
led by Philip Ryan

• Special single room offer; 
only €739 per person

€

€639
pps

SPECIAL 
OFFER

now

Baroness Nuala O’Loan addresses the crowd at Custom House Square.

P
ho

to
: J

oe
y 

B
us

ta
m

an
te

.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 18  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

We, the Dominican Nuns in Drogheda (the only Monastery of Contemplative 
Dominican Nuns in Britain and Ireland), are currently undertaking essential 
renovations. If you would like to support this refurbishment project, including 
replacing the Monastery roof, we would 
be very grateful. We depend on your 
support to enable us to continue our life 
of worship and intercession, which we 
have been living in Drogheda for almost 
300 years. 
 

Please consider donating either by credit card (through our website)
postal order, or electronically, using the following details: 
 

Payee/Account Name & Address: Monastery of St Catherine of Siena; 
The Twenties, Drogheda, Co. Louth, A92 KR84

Account No.: 21707021 
National Sort Code: 90-33-22 
IBAN: IE24BOFI90332221707021
BIC: BOFIIE2D 

 

Bank Name & Address:  Bank of Ireland; 14 St Laurence Street, 
Drogheda, Co. Louth

 

www.dominicannuns.ie/funding-appeal/ 

(the only Monastery of Contemplative 
are currently undertaking essential 

If you would like to support this refurbishment project, including 

credit card (through our website); or by cheque or 

Monastery of St Catherine of Siena;  
The Twenties, Drogheda, Co. Louth, A92 KR84, Ireland. 

IE24BOFI90332221707021 

Bank of Ireland; 14 St Laurence Street, 
Drogheda, Co. Louth. 
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I was at a Youth 2000 retreat 
recently and there were many 
talks on Our Lady. I really started 

to understand how important Our 
Lady is to our Faith. Our Lady is 
the perfect example of someone 
who has a tender and motherly 
love for her Son and is an amazing 
role model for all mothers. 

A priest explained to us that 
praying to Jesus through the 
intercession of His Mother is so 
powerful. It’s as if she brings our 
prayers directly to Him and lays 
them at His feet with a gentle and 
motherly love for us, her children. 
The Rosary can be described as 
our greatest weapon because 
praying the Rosary can bring 
about many miracles. Our Lady 
appeared in Fatima six times 
and every time she appeared she 
insisted on the praying of the 
Rosary.  Every time we pray the 
rosary it is like handing Our Lady 

a bunch of flowers. 
On the ceiling of the Sistine 

Chapel there is an image of an 
angel pulling up two saved souls 
and this angel is using a beaded 
rope. This is to represent that the 
Rosary is a lifeline for salvation. 
A Priest explained that when we 
pray the Rosary for someone it is 
as if Our Lady softens that per-
son’s heart.

Even sometimes if you are 
feeling very anxious or afraid, or 
when you might be angry with 
God, praying to Our Lady and 
praying the Rosary can give a lot 
of peace. And so, if you are pray-
ing for someone’s conversion or 
for an openness to the Faith you 
can pray the Rosary and ask Our 
Lady to soften their heart. She 
can touch people in amazing ways 
because she has a motherly love. 

Our Lady is also an amazing 
role model because of the fact that 

she also suffered. She had to see 
her only Son crucified, and knelt 
at the foot of the cross as He died. 
This shows me what a woman 
of Faith she was and that even 
though she was perfect, she still 
suffered. 

She is also a role model of true 
beauty. She shows us that we 
are beautiful from the inside out 
not the outside in and I think for 
young girls we need to know that. 
Our Lady’s innocence, purity, 
joy and love is what made her so 
beautiful. 

If Our Lady is our role model, 
we should be people who say YES! 
to God and to go where He leads 
us in complete trust. If it wasn’t 
for Our Lady’s Yes then the plan 
God had for salvation would not 
have been fulfilled. Yet all it took 
was her Yes. So we should also 
try to say Yes to God and follow 
the example of Our Lady. Saint 
Teresa said “If you ever feel dis-
tressed during your day, call upon 
our Lady, and just say this simple 
prayer: ‘Mary, Mother of Jesus, 
please be a mother to me now’.

Mary our Mother
YOUTH FORUMTH

E

WITH ÁINE KIRBY

So, as young people, we’re 
going to face questions 
about our faith mainly by 

friends and in school. A common 
one I’ve heard is: ‘Why are there 
so many rules in the Catholic 
Church?’

Recently I was reading Mark 
6 and a lot of things stood out to 
me. In the reading, Jesus said to 

His Disciples: “Do not be afraid”, 
before He got into the boat with 
them. Firstly, this shows me that 
the Lord does not want us to be 
fearful of Him but to have cour-
age and be strong in our Faith and 
belief in Him. 

When Jesus got into the boat 
with the disciples the wind 
dropped. It was as if the boat 
represents our lives:  we are on 
the ocean, and when the winds 
get strong or the waves get high, 
these are the sufferings we have in 
life yet Jesus is there to calm the 

storm and all we have to do is say 
Yes to Him and allow Him to work 
in our lives. 

When the wind suddenly 
dropped, the Disciples were 
dumbfounded. Their minds had 
been closed. Sometimes in life 
we aren’t aware of all the joy and 
peace and love that Jesus wants 
to grant us and how much He 

wants to work in our lives. Our 
minds are closed. Often when we 
see miracles just like the Disciples 
did it opens our minds to Jesus’ 
mercy and love. 

Sometimes we try to steer our 
own boat and create our own way 
in life but when the storm hits we 
don’t know what to do and we 
steer the boat in the wrong direc-
tion trying to find ways to escape. 
But if we can let Jesus take the 
wheel, then yes, there still will be 
storms in life but at least we won’t 
go through them alone and Jesus 

can give us the peace to handle 
the storms. 

And how do we let Jesus take 
the wheel? By praying to Him 
and talking to Him. This way 
we stay close to Him and he can 
start working in our lives. If Jesus 
is in control we do not become 
immune to suffering but we can 
handle the suffering because we 
trust that Jesus has a plan and 
will bring us through it. “The Lord 
will fight for you, you only need to 
be still” (Exodus 14:14).

Jesus walks on water

 PETER PERREM

Most of us will know at least 
one couple or perhaps more 
that have broken up. Do you 

ever, as a married couple, wonder if 
it might happen to you? Well, it all 
goes back to when you were plan-
ning the big day. Sad to say many 
couples plan a wedding but not 
necessarily a marriage. Massive 
effort, time, and money are often 
spent on weddings and bespoke 
providers make lots of money from 
weddings, I believe. Think back 
carefully and ask whether you both 
made a clear decision for marriage, 
to be married for the rest of our 
lives, not just for each other

Do you feel disillusioned and sad 
about your marriage and feel you 
had lost the romance or spark or 
magic that was there at the begin-
ning of your relationship? Do you 
ever experience being disconnected 
on an inter-personal level and find 
critical thoughts about your spouse 
popping into your head, more and 
more?  Maybe you feel sort of numb 
when there is no sense of joy, fun, 
attraction, affection or closeness? 

Well, the good news is that it 
does not mean the marriage and 
love is at an end. Every marriage 
goes through a cycle of romance 
disillusionment and joy many 
times. The big question is whether 
this cycle is inevitable and can we 
do something to avoid or resolve 
the disillusionment bit? 

We are sure that disillusionment 
will come because we are flawed 
beings. We will both discover 
things in the other that we react 
to negatively, or don’t like, or find 
irritating and annoying. 

We will have expectations they 
just don’t or can’t meet. We will 
have needs they ignore or seem 
blissfully unaware of. We will have 
priorities and agendas (usually 
never discussed) that our spouse 
doesn’t enable or fit in with. Like 
the Apostles when Jesus forbade 
divorce (Mt 19: 16) we might be 

tempted to say “if that is how things 
are between husband and wife it is 
advisable not to marry”. 

Is it possible to have a joy-filled 
and happy marriage at all? We will 
suggest and explore some positive 
answers to these questions in this 
and future articles, and hopefully 
show how the answer can be a very 
definite big “YES”.

The first answer comes from my 
own experience of marriage. After 
7 years of marriage, and three chil-
dren, we were right in the middle 
of major disillusionment. We both 
felt disconnected and emotionally 
separate and wondered what went 
wrong. We had such closeness 
and high hopes when we married. 
We wanted to fix it and wanted so 
much more but had no idea how to 
make things better. We were even 
afraid to talk about it thinking we 
might have to come to the conclu-
sion it was not fixable.  

Through a fortunate set of events 
and contacts we heard about a 
married couples retreat (Marriage 
Encounter - Cana and Retrouvaille 
now provide these sorts of marriage 
renewal retreats).  ‘Nothing to lose 
we thought, let us give it a try’. We 
did and our lives began to change.

A team of 3 couples and a priest 
shared about their own disillu-
sionments, which was somehow 
comforting, but encouraged us 
to start to identify and then 
share our feelings and emo-
tions about things that affected 
us.  That very process of getting in 
touch with our feelings and taking 
time to listen and share them was 
electric. It really worked but it was 
also challenging to do this. 

For me, Peter, the whole shar-
ing/listening thing was a kick up 
the rear-end as I was shocked by 
how badly I, or sometimes never, 
really listened to my late wife 
Fiona. I also know I had to change 
my priorities to put our relation-
ship back centre stage. We will tell 
you how next time. 

M A R R I A G E  M AT T E R S

Why are so many 
marriages breaking up?

One thing I find extremely 
helpful is having a prayer 
journal. It’s like a notebook 

where I can just journal thoughts, 
feelings, prayers, quotes and 
Bible verses. If you are someone 
who likes to draw, you can pick a 
Bible verse and draw it out. 

Or if you are someone who 
likes to express their feelings, 
then writing personal prayers in 
the journal is very helpful. It is a 
way of talking to God in your own 
words. The prayers that come 
from your heart are so beautiful 
and sincere to God. 

Writing things down definitely 
makes you feel more at ease and 
helps you get things off your 
chest. So, if I was to recommend 
something to do this month it 
would be to buy a journal and 
start using it for prayer and as a 
way of spending time with God.

Prayer 
journal

Ceremonies Begin at 2:30pm in the Shrine Basilica
For further info contact: Fr Colm Mannion OP
colm.mannion@dominicans.ie | (+353) 86 0864420

Fr Paul Murray OP

13th October 2019
Preacher 

Join us…

The Annual
Rosary

Pilgrimage
to Knock
Shrine

Dominicans
The
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The second biggest religion in 
Ireland today is liberalist Sec-
ularism, and it continues to 

eat into Christianity while Catholic 
leaders and scholars silently look 
on.

As in England under Henry VIII, 
the Irish state is working vigorously 
to establish a new religion. But the 
English king was more open about 
his aims.

Today the state has become a 
quasi-church, promoting the new 
religion through its agencies: poli-
tics, colleges, law, media, a network 
of lobby groups, and so on.

What makes this religion 
so attractive, especially to our 
unthinking, conformist elites? Fun-
damentally it is the god it worships.

By a phenomenal act of self-as-
sertion, the modern world rebelled 
against reason, gouging out one 
of its eyes. Blinded reason then 
enabled people to “kill God” and 
declare themselves the Supreme 
Being.

Nietzsche recognised the 
destruction this would bring. For 
him, the earth has been loosed 
from its orbit round the sun and 
has gone spinning crazily into 
space.

SELF-INTEREST
As supreme being, and in the 

name of “autonomy” or radi-
cal individualism, each person 
becomes his or her own rule-
maker, limited only by state law. 

And even that law is decided by 

nothing more than majority will, 
as Irish voters showed in recent 
anti-family referenda.

The new religion seeks to 
re-build our whole society on new 
foundations: radical self-interest 
or “choice morality”, rather than 
love. As yet we have very little idea 
what this will mean.

But already a woman may 
leave her spouse and children in 
the name of personal fulfilment, 
a man can be declared the best 
female athlete. And a person with 
ovaries and carrying an unborn 
baby can declare herself a man.

Two men in a sterile relation-
ship may call it marriage, the law 
allows a man to father hundreds 
of children with no responsibility 
for any of them, and a mother may 
consider it compassion to have her 
unborn child torn apart.

Human beings have never before 
demanded or enjoyed such free-
dom. This is secularism in bloom, 
360-degrees liberty. Choice is the 
god we adore.

DUD GOD
But even the dimmest of our elites 

are beginning to suspect that this 
god is an idol, a fake; that the free-
dom he grants ultimately destroys 
human dignity and happiness.

A secularist is like a person 
dropped in the Sahara, thrilled at 
being free to go in any direction 

he chooses, but with no signpost 
towards food and water. Soon, 
confusion replaces excitement, 
and despair replaces confusion, as 
he abandons all hope of safety or 
rescue.

Vast numbers of Irish people 
are now like this. Knowing no true 
purpose or destination in life, they 
try to make the best of the present 
moment. Often trying to give mean-
ing to their lives by espousing some 
fashionable cause.

But none of this removes ultimate 
despair, the ripe fruit of Liberalism.  

It was the ability to see this 
outcome in the mid-1800s that 
eventually led the great English 
thinker, John Henry Newman, to 
the Catholic Church. And many 
others since then. So, despite pres-
ent appearances, the future is 
Catholic or nothing.

Meanwhile, the Church is called 
to fearlessly proclaim the gospel, 
but also to expose the brutal despair 
which results from Secularist  
religion.

Church 
floundering 
around for 
decades

The Catholic Church has been 
floundering around for dec-
ades now. It has, it seems, 

little idea what it is about.
As a result, it has been far too 

eager to hop on any bandwagon 
that might make it look cool or 
“relevant” in the eyes of a secular-
ist world.

Its leaders and agencies are 
happy to speak on issues from 
migration to climate change, from 
gangland killings to homelessness, 
from Brexit to care on the roads. 
Yet they have no particular compe-
tence in any of these areas.

They talk about the value of 
Catholic schools, but don’t seem 
to know the principal purpose of 
Catholic education - the formation 
of saints.

They may even, on rare occa-
sions, speak about marriage as a 
bond between a man and a woman, 
or about justice for the unborn, but 
using the compromised language 
of “human rights”.

Many Catholic groups are keen to 
cooperate with secularist agencies 
on various humanitarian projects, 
but always at the price of excluding 
their own specific religious service 
to those in need.

All this reveals a massive loss 
of confidence by the Church in its 
mission, a huge sense of inferiority 
by Catholic leaders, preachers and 
scholars, an eagerness to conform 
and be “accepted” in a secularist 
world. 

Yet it is not difficult to know the 
message the Church was sent to 
proclaim. St John stated it simply: 
“God so loved the world, that he 
gave his only Son, that whoever 

believes in him should not perish 
but have eternal life” (Jn 3,16).

HEAVEN
Not perish. Eternal life. The 

coming of Christ was for one pur-
pose: that we should know the way 
to, and have, salvation, everlasting 
happiness, union with God, heaven. 

Everything else in the Church 
flows from this key issue, concern 
for the salvation of souls.

Yet billions of people, even in 
once Christian lands, do not know 
that this is God’s plan, that this is 
our calling as human beings. Half-
hearted, uncaring, lazy, blind, 
fearful Christians have not told 
them.

As a result, they live and die with-
out hope, with no understanding of 
their true dignity or the purpose 
of life. And often it is the clever 
and the learned, the sophisticated 
people, who are most deceived by 
irrational secularist ideology.

Tracey Rowland from Australia 
is one of the few theologians who 
are willing to speak out on this 
issue.

More than a decade ago she 
warned Catholic leaders: “The ten-
dency to market Christianity by 
reference to its ‘relevance’ for the 
world, rather than explaining its 
role in the salvation of the soul, is 
ultimately counter-productive,” 
she said.

She couldn’t have made the point 
more clearly, but few want to listen.

Sounding the alarm, she wrote: 
“The prophetic mission of the 
Church, which includes its respon-
sibility for the evangelisation of 
whole societies, becomes increas-
ingly marginalised.” And this is the 
doing of the Church itself!

Rowland added: “No public 
relations campaign driven by 
spin-doctors is able to substitute 
for the witness of saints.” But we 
still haven’t got the message: It’s 
either heaven or bust.

Douglas Murray, a well-
known English author and 
an atheist, was recently 

asked to name “one of the great 
lies of our age that we haven’t 
addressed yet.”

The notion of “great lies of our 
age”, deliberate deceptions that 
deeply shape a society, is one of the 
most important issues of our time.

We also need to ask why we 
have not addressed them or, to 
put it differently, who benefits 
from each lie.

Murray rightly recognised that 
there are many such deliberate 
deceptions. “But they all have one 
thing in common,” he said. 

“Society is demanding that you 
agree to something that is not 
possible to agree to and keep your 
self-esteem, or at least be able to 
look at yourself in the mirror.”

In other words, we can have 
self-respect only so long as we try 
to live by the truth. This desire for 
truth is so fundamental that the 
Catholic Church considers it part 
of the natural law.

The lie Murray chose to speak 
about was the denial of the dif-
ference between male and female 
— radical “transgender” ideology.

LEGO PEOPLE
This holds “that there is no dif-

ference between men and women, 
that we can migrate between the 
sexes and that our bodies are like 
pieces of Lego—you can just stick 
bits on to it and if you don’t like it 
you can take it off again.”

Murray recalled that people 
who lived behind the Iron Curtain 
often wondered why they had to 
lie about needless and implausi-
ble things.

It was because lying would 
demoralise them and make them 
even less willing than they already 

were to think of themselves as 
individuals with any worth.

What are the “great lies” West-
ern society accepts today? Here 
are some of them: worship of God 
is not important; we can uphold 
human rights without belief in 
God; choice is superior to God’s 
law; children are not damaged by 
marriage breakdown; death ends 
our existence; it is not evil to vote 
for the killing of unborn babies; we 
do not face judgment when we die.

Accepting such lies fosters a 
culture of despair and death. A 
passion for truth is the only basis 
for a life of justice and joyful hope.

WHO GETS TO DECIDE  
WHAT ‘NORMAL’ IS?

Wikipedia says that “schiz-
ophrenia is a mental disorder 
characterised by abnormal behav-
iour... and a decreased ability to 
understand reality.”

But what kind of behaviour is 
“abnormal”, and who gets to decide 
what is to be considered “normal”? 
Surely not psychiatrists?

Is it “normal”, for example, 
for students to cheat when doing 
an important exam? Or for the 
media to distort the truth to push 
an agenda? Or for parents to hand 
over their children to be “minded” 
all day by strangers?

Is it “normal” to look for a high 
on drugs, to cohabit without being 
married, or to believe in God yet 
disregard him in practice, turning 
to him only in moments of dis-
tress?

Is it the person who votes to 
protect unborn children or the 
one who votes to remove legal 
protection from the unborn, who 
is acting “normally”?

The truth is, the notion of 
“abnormal” here is absurd. It is 
being used to hide the real issue, 
namely, the reluctance or even 
the inability in today’s society to 
judge behaviour as good or evil.

Large numbers of people, even 
Catholics, have come to believe 
that they should not judge or be 
“judgmental” about other peo-
ple’s behaviour. They are wrong. 
We should judge.

The “non-judgmental” outlook 
is stupid. Worse, whatever lim-
ited value it may have in therapy, 
it is profoundly destructive in the 
wider society.

We can know whether behav-
iour is good and virtuous or evil 
and sinful and we should be will-
ing to say so. Being silent and 
non-judgmental about evil behav-
iour when we should speak out is 
evil, a sin of omission.

The future is Catholic 
or it’s without hope

Murray: the ‘great lies of our 
age that we won’t address’

John Henry Newman by  
Sir John Everett Millais.

Douglas Murray being interviewed. 
2018.
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In choosing the topic Scientific 
Insight into the Evolution of the 
Universe and of Life, you seek to 

focus on an area of enquiry which 
elicits much interest. In fact, many 
of our contemporaries today wish 
to reflect upon the ultimate origin 
of beings, their cause and their 
end, and the meaning of human 
history and the universe.

In this context, questions con-
cerning the relationship between 
science’s reading of the world and 
the reading offered by Christian 
Revelation naturally arise. My 
predecessors Pope Pius XII and 
Pope John Paul II noted that there 
is no opposition between faith’s 
understanding of creation and the 
evidence of the empirical sciences. 
Philosophy in its early stages had 
proposed images to explain the 
origin of the cosmos on the basis 
of one or more elements of the 
material world. This genesis was 
not seen as a creation, but rather 
a mutation or transformation; 
it involved a somewhat horizon-
tal interpretation of the origin of 
the world. A decisive advance in 
understanding the origin of the 
cosmos was the consideration of 
being qua being and the concern 

of metaphysics with the most basic 
question of the first or transcend-
ent origin of participated being. In 
order to develop and evolve, the 
world must first be, and thus have 
come from nothing into being. It 
must be created, in other words, 
by the first Being who is such by 
essence.

To state that the foundation of 
the cosmos and its developments 
is the provident wisdom of the Cre-
ator is not to say that creation has 
only to do with the beginning of 
the history of the world and of life. 
It implies, rather, that the Creator 
founds these developments and 
supports them, underpins them 
and sustains them continuously. 
Thomas Aquinas taught that the 
notion of creation must transcend 
the horizontal origin of the unfold-
ing of events, which is history, 
and consequently all our purely 
naturalistic ways of thinking and 
speaking about the evolution of 
the world. Thomas observed that 
creation is neither a movement 
nor a mutation. It is instead the 
foundational and continuing rela-
tionship that links the creature to 
the Creator, for he is the cause of 
every being and all becoming (cf. 

Summa Theologiae, I, q.45, a. 3).
To “evolve” literally means “to 

unroll a scroll”, that is, to read a 
book. The imagery of nature as a 
book has its roots in Christianity 
and has been held dear by many 
scientists. Galileo saw nature as 
a book whose author is God in 
the same way that Scripture has 
God as its author. It is a book 

whose history, whose evolution, 
whose “writing” and meaning, 
we “read” according to the differ-
ent approaches of the sciences, 
while all the time presupposing 
the foundational presence of the 
author who has wished to reveal 
himself therein. This image also 
helps us to understand that the 
world, far from originating out of 
chaos, resembles an ordered book; 
it is a cosmos. Notwithstanding 
elements of the irrational, cha-
otic and the destructive in the long 
processes of change in the cosmos, 
matter as such is “legible”. It has 
an inbuilt “mathematics”. The 

human mind therefore can engage 
not only in a “cosmography” stud-
ying measurable phenomena but 
also in a “cosmology” discern-
ing the visible inner logic of the 
cosmos. We may not at first be 
able to see the harmony both of 
the whole and of the relations of 
the individual parts, or their rela-
tionship to the whole. Yet, there 

always remains a broad range of 
intelligible events, and the pro-
cess is rational in that it reveals an 
order of evident correspondences 
and undeniable finalities: in the 
inorganic world, between micro-
structure and macrostructure; 
in the organic and animal world, 
between structure and func-
tion; and in the spiritual world, 
between knowledge of the truth 
and the aspiration to freedom. 
Experimental and philosophi-
cal inquiry gradually discovers 
these orders; it perceives them 
working to maintain themselves 
in being, defending themselves 

against imbalances, and overcom-
ing obstacles. And thanks to the 
natural sciences we have greatly 
increased our understanding of 
the uniqueness of humanity’s 
place in the cosmos.

The distinction between a simple 
living being and a spiritual being 
that is capax Dei, points to the 
existence of the intellective soul of 

a free transcendent subject. Thus 
the Magisterium of the Church has 
constantly affirmed that “every 
spiritual soul is created immedi-
ately by God – it is not ‘produced’ 
by the parents – and also that it 
is immortal” (Catechism of the 
Catholic Church, 366). This points 
to the distinctiveness of anthro-
pology, and invites exploration of 
it by modern thought.

Address of His Holiness Benedict 
XVI to Members of the Pontifical 
Academy of Sciences on the Occa-
sion of their Plenary Assembly,  
31 October 2008.

OF SCIENCE  
AND REVELATION

MONTHLY  Meditations

FR. JOSEPH BRIODY

Wisdom Books 
Part 19: The 
Wisdom of Sol-
omon – “The 
souls of the vir-
tuous are in the 
hands of God” 

The Book of Wisdom is largely 
the fruit of devout meditation 
on the earlier sacred books. It 

clearly develops some Old Testa-
ment strands in order to offer hope 
and consolation to later times. 
Innocent suffering, death, and the 
problem of childlessness are exam-
ples. For Wisdom, childlessness 
was not a curse or a shame as was 
earlier thought.  Wisdom makes a 
great leap in understanding from 
the earlier notion that one lived 
on only in one’s descendants, to 
a different kind of fruitfulness—a 
spiritual fruitfulness proposed by 
Christ in the Gospels and devel-
oped in the early Church. 

Appreciation of spiritual fruit-
fulness would be seen in a deeper 
understanding of the mystery of 
Christ, of redemptive suffering, of 

life as a spiritual sacrifice offered 
to God, of total consecration to 
the Lord. This spiritual fruitful-
ness would also be recognized in 
ways of life embraced by people 
such as martyrs, monks, hermits 
and consecrated virgins. Included 
also is celibacy “for the sake of the 
kingdom” and lived in the Church 
from apostolic times down to today 
when Pope Francis describes it as a 
“great gift” to be preserved. 

Wisdom makes clear that the 
purity and virtue of women and 
men is more important than leav-
ing behind numerous descendants. 
For instance, Wisdom 3:13-15 
reads: “For blessed is the barren 
woman who is undefiled, who has 
not entered into a sinful union; she 
will have fruit when God examines 
souls (i.e., spiritual fruitfulness). 
Blessed also is the eunuch whose 
hands have done no lawless deed, 
and who has not devised wicked 
things against the Lord; for spe-
cial favor will be shown him for his 
faithfulness, and a place of great 
delight in the temple of the Lord.” 
This reverses the earlier views that 
childlessness was somehow a pun-
ishment or that the eunuch could 
play no part in Temple worship.

Crucially, Wisdom witnesses 
strongly to belief in life after death 
and this helps understand the 
problem of innocent suffering in 
this life. Other books had hinted at 
a life with God beyond death e.g., 
Psalms, Isaiah, Job, Daniel and 
2 Maccabees. Wisdom, however, 
“presents the most extensive dis-
cussion on the subject in the Old 
Testament” (A. G. Wright). The 
author may have used the Greek 
ideas of soul and body, but his 
thinking and theology are Jewish: 
“he does not conclude to immortal-
ity from the nature of the soul but 
from one’s relationship to God.” 
In other words: “immortality … is 
a gift of God to the righteous” (A. 
G. Wright). This is a very impor-
tant point: it is because of our 
relationship with the Lord that we 
will live forever! Our relationship 
with the Lord is the most impor-
tant in our lives. For this reason 
Wisdom 3:1-9 is often the First 
Reading used at Funeral Masses: 
“The souls of the virtuous are in 
the hands of God, no torment shall 
ever touch them. … those who are 
faithful will live with him in love; 
for grace and mercy await those he 
has chosen.” 

BECAUSE OF OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH  
THE LORD, WE WILL LIVE FOREVER

W O R D S  O F  W I S D O M

Dominicans
The

Preaching Truth for the 
Salvation of Souls

Vocations Director: Fr Colm Mannion OP
Mobile: 086-0864420 | Email: colm.mannion@dominicans.ie

“In an age of universal deceit, speaking the

Truth becomes a revolutionary act.”

George Orwell



Christmas Prayer
By Fr. Gerard Manle y Hopkins

Moonless darkness stands bet ween.
Past, the Past, no more be seen!

But the Bethlehem star may lead me
To the sight of Him who freed me

From the self that I have been.
Make me pure, Lord: Thou art holy;

Make me meek, Lord: Thou wert lowly;
Now beginning, and always,

Now begin, on Christmas day.
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“Behold , a virgin shall be with child , and shall bring forth 
a son, and the y shall call his name Emmanuel, 

which being inter preted is,  God with us.”
MaTtheW 1:23
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“For to us a child is born, 
to us a Son is given.”

ISiaH 9:6

Christmas Prayer
By Fr. Gerard Manle y Hopkins

Moonless darkness stands bet ween.
Past, the Past, no more be seen!

But the Bethlehem star may lead me
To the sight of Him who freed me

From the self that I have been.
Make me pure, Lord: Thou art holy;

Make me meek, Lord: Thou wert lowly;
Now beginning, and always,

Now begin, on Christmas day.
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Moonless darkness stands bet ween.
Past, the Past, no more be seen!

But the Bethlehem star may lead me
To the sight of Him who freed me

From the self that I have been.
Make me pure, Lord: Thou art holy;

Make me meek, Lord: Thou wert lowly;
Now beginning, and always,

Now begin, on Christmas day.
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Now more than any time in the 
history of the Church, Ireland and 
the world needs the Intercession 
of Our Blessed Mother, of Saint 
Patrick and of Saint Michael.

ACN invites you to prayer and 
sacrifice, no matter how seemingly 
small, so that all humanity can 
heal and grow in God’s Love  
and Mercy.
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Syrian Orthodox Very Rev. Fr. (Rabban) Boutros Kassis,  
the partriarchal vicar to Aleppo Syrian Orthodox Church. 
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IN FOR A PENCE, IN FOR A POUNDING. 

US Vice-President Mike Pence visited Ireland and 
received a warm welcome. But the warm welcome 
was ignored by most of the reporting. The Irish 

reportage in the mainstream media continued with its 
proclivity for vulgarity for reporting on politicians either 
side of this little island. The majority of reporting focused 
on repeating the crude, and common, vulgar headlines 
that did the rounds, which  received plenty of praise from 
certain media outlets across the channel too. Mike Pence 
was considered to have attempted to humiliate Ireland 
by expressing support for Brexit- the will of the people as 
voted for in a referendum. Seems to be that he should be 
voicing his support for his fellow establishment politicians 
instead of the little people. 

But no one really reported on the most important state-
ment in support of little people in Ireland, where he tweeted 
“America and Ireland are prospering because our nations 
are bound together by the connections of family and history, 
but also a commitment to individual liberty and freedom. 
I’m proud to be part of an administration that respects the 
dignity & worth of every person, born and unborn.”

While journalists sought a sensational story where the 
conservative Christian meets the homosexual Taoiseach, 
there was silence on reporting the Vice-President’s support 
for the unborn and the pro-life movement in Ireland.

MOTHER (74) AND TWINS DOING WELL 
AS WOMAN SETS NEW BIRTH RECORD. 

The Irish Independent reported with the headline 
above on the world’s oldest parents- an 80 year-old 
man and a 74 year-old woman. Thankfully all con-

cerned are healthy and doing well. 
But what of the future? Both parents are already long 

past the average life-expectancy in India. Soon those twins 
will be orphans. Very likely it will happen long before they 
become adults. 

This is the result of artificial fertilisation. The babies 
were not created through any natural process. The eggs 
came from a donor. The sperm from her husband. They 
were brought together using IVF. 

It is rare that IVF is questioned any more. In Ireland it 
is considered to be a perfectly normal process. Nobody 
questions what happens to the spare embryos that are cre-
ated and left in limbo, frozen in time, or to be discarded 
thoughtlessly. 

Nobody questions the process of ‘embryo reduction’ 
where multiple pregnancies occur when only one is 
wanted, and one of the babies is ‘reduced’ – meaning elim-
inated. This is all carried out as a normal process. Multiple 
pregnancies – twins, triplets, sextuplets – are far more 
common in IVF pregnancies because multiple embryos are 
implanted to increase the probability of pregnancy. 

The unwanted babies that are ‘reduced’ are just col-
lateral to the process. 20 years ago in Ireland assisted 
reproduction was a contested ethical issue. Now the nega-
tive consequences are rarely spoken of, let alone debated, 
as demand increases and eyes are turned blindly.

SMASHING THE PATRIARCHY 
Apparently we need to smash the patriarchy. I have been 
looking for them because I read that they are awful people 
altogether. I want to smash them. But I can’t find them. 
I have asked for names. No one has the names. At least 
none that I have access to. Donal Trump was mentioned. 
He is the patriarchy it seems. But Barack Obama was not. 
Boris Johnson is the patriarchy. But Jeremy Corbyn is not. 
Teresa May might be the patriarchy. Justin Trudeau is not 
the patriarchy but Bolsanero is. Leo Varadkar isn’t in the 
patriarchy it seems. Micheal Martin could be. Jackie Healy 
Rae is but Mick Wallace isn’t. David Quinn is the patri-
archy. Fintan O’Toole most certainly is not. But the list 
seems quite short. So it should be quite easy to smash the 
patriarchy. I can’t wait. Joe Brolly may be the patriarchy. 
If he is mean to Joanne Cantwell. 

SCRAPS
DEREK RYAN C O L U M N

scrapscolumn@gmail.com

FA I T H  A N D  R E A S O N

DR. PAUL DELANEY

This October 13th, Pope Francis 
canonises John Henry Newman, 
Anglican convert, UCD founder, 

and brilliant thinker. 
He was at the heart of the 19th cen-

tury’s Oxford movement which tried 
to bring back some traditional Chris-
tian practices into Anglicanism. They 
thought of Anglicanism as a middle way 
– via media - between the two extremes 
of Roman Catholicism on the one hand 
and the other Protestant churches on 
the other. 

However, when Newman studied the 
4th century heresy Arianism (deny-
ing that Christ was as fully God as the 
Father), he saw that although there 
had been three groups, one pro-Arian, 
one anti-Arian, & one in the middle, 
it wasn’t the middle’s ideas that were 
accepted. It was the Roman Church’s 
anti-Arian position that became Chris-
tian belief: ‘of the same substance with 
the Father’.

He loved the writings of the Fathers 
of the Church, who range in time from 
Saints Ignatius of Antioch and Poly-
carp (said to be disciples of St John the 
Apostle), to later Saints like Athanasius 
and Augustine. He grew convinced that 
doctrine develops over time, as it takes 
time for the Church to fully understand 
all that Christ has entrusted to it. 

God must then have left the Church 
some authority with the divine gift to 
decide which developments were true 
and which false. Otherwise, sincere 
men believing different things would 
split the Church to pieces quickly, as 

happened later when Protestantism 
itself began to splinter.

“To be deep in history is to cease 
to be Protestant” is one of his famous 
phrases, and eventually the histori-
cal evidence caused him to convert to 
Catholicism. Conversion cost him a 
lot in friends and in connections to his 
beloved Oxford. 

Newman studied how faith was born 
in minds. First, seekers used reason, 
doing the hard work of accumulating 
evidence which swayed the scales of 
probability bit by bit towards faith, e.g.
• Why does the universe exist and has 

the order science has found?
• If Jesus wasn’t resurrected, how did 

the Church survive? The point of exe-
cuting him publicly was to disprove 
his claims about who He was and so 
disband his followers. Jews didn’t 
expect a crucified Messiah: the tactic 
should have worked very well.

• Miracles still happen, and recently 
too: see the lives of the Saints. 

• If one of mankind’s religions is from 
God while the others are from human 
imagination, wouldn’t there be a 
flowering of life and culture where 
it grew so that the rest of the world 
would either imitate it or want to go 
there? Know anywhere that fits?
But reason could only bring you to 

the point of thinking ‘I ought to believe’. 
To go further, to choose to believe, you 
needed God’s grace of faith.

Newman disliked logical arguments 
on their own because a serious moral 
effort was also required on the part of 
the seeker:

“the fatal error of the world [is] to 
think itself a judge of Religious Truth 
without preparation of heart”, assum-
ing that “truth may be approached 
without homage”. 

There are biases in our hearts that 
cloud our minds, making us judge 
wrongly the probabilities of Christ’s 
claims. Someone who loves wealth or 
comfort or sex or status “does not wish 
the Gospel to be true, and therefore is 
not a fair judge of it.”

“Truth there is, and attainable it 
is, but … its rays stream in upon us 

through the medium of our moral as 
well as our intellectual being.”

Everybody who does wrong hates 
the light and avoids it, out of fear his 
actions should be exposed. But the man 
who lives by the truth comes out into 
the light, so that it may be plainly seen 
that what he does, is done in God. 

Made a Cardinal at the end of his life, 
he said:

“For 30, 40, 50 years I 
have resisted to the best 
of my powers the spirit of 
Liberalism in religion…  
the doctrine that there is no 
positive truth in religion,  
but that one creed is as good 
as another, and this is the 
teaching which is gaining 
substance and force daily. 
It is inconsistent with any 
recognition of any religion, 
as true. It teaches that all  
are to be tolerated, for all  
are matters of opinion.”

Continuing, he notes “… there is 
much in the liberalistic theory which 
is good and true; for example … the 
precepts of justice, truthfulness, sobri-
ety, self-command, benevolence … and 
the natural laws of society. It is not till 
we find that this array of principles 
is intended to supersede, to block out, 
religion, that we pronounce it to be 
evil. There never was a device of the 
Enemy so cleverly framed and with 
such promise of success.”

Why is this evil? For one, because 
“You shall love the Lord your God with 
all your heart, and with all your soul, 
and with all your mind. This is the 
great and first commandment.” (Loving 
your neighbour comes in later, at #2). 
Loving God, a divine Person, through 
e.g. prayer and sacraments (and Him 
in your neighbour too) is the purpose 
of your life. True religion teaches you 
about Him: how can you love Him with-
out this knowledge?

DEREK RYAN

An early policy delivery by the 
Trump administration was a return 
to the ‘Mexico City Policy’ first imple-
mented by the Reagan administration 
in the 1980’s. The policy prevents the 
US Government from funding foreign 
agencies/NGOs that provide/support 
abortion services. 

Interestingly, US NGOs can still be 
funded but they cannot pass the funds 
on to ‘local’ partners who provide abor-
tion related services.

The ‘Mexico City Policy’ is often 
derogatorily referred to as the ‘Global 
Gag Rule’ because it prevents non-US 
agencies from promoting abortion if 
they receive US aid funding. 

A recent article in Foreign Policy 
highlighted all the negative impacts of 

this policy for the poorest women in 
the world (despite ‘feminist’ funders 
such as Trudeau’s Canada pledging to 
increase their funding to compensate or 
counteract) who no longer access abor-
tion services or lose out on other health 
services because they no longer receive 
US funding. 

Note the majority of foreign NGOs 
continue to receive US funding and 
are unaffected. However, those that no 
longer receive US funding have taken 
a ‘principled’ stance to turn it down in 
order to continue abortion services. 

Though popular to blame Trump, 
these agencies have put ideology ahead 
of providing healthcare to poor women. 
Clinics in remote Nepal apparently 
closed because of no US funding - a 
decision of the NGO directors. 

Agenda driven NGOs put ‘princi-
ples’ (their abortion agenda) ahead of 
the lives of the women (children, men) 
they have been providing healthcare to. 

While they seek to divert blame to the 
Trump administration, many choose to 
let clinics close rather than not support 
abortion.

The NGO decision-makers rarely 
suffer. The decisions by the bosses 
mean frontline/medical staff lose jobs, 
but also the poorest lack basic health-
care, because of the ‘principles’ of the 
bosses, who walk away. 

What is less publicised is that other 
foreign donors have given ultimatums 
to the same NGOs: if the NGO takes 
US funding under policy, they will not 
receive funding from the other for-
eign donors, forcing NGOs to choose 
between women’s lives or the foreign 
donors’ ‘feminist’ principles; making 
pawns of women. 

Trump says give up abortion to 
receive funds. Other donors say, give 
up US funds (and let women die) to 
receive funds.  Surely that is worse than 
the Trump policy?

Newman on Faith and Reason

The Global Gag Rule



BRIAN Ó’CAITHNIA

In both the July and September 
editions of Alive, we introduced 
the reader to the writings of 

Brian Nugent who has published 
a book entitled “@tuambabies: A 
Critical Look at the Tuam Chil-
dren’s Home Scandal.”

This book addresses the alle-
gations that have come to be 
known as the Tuam Babies Hoax, 
a media-driven story that has 
been used to blacken the name 
of the Catholic Church, Nuns and 
traditional morality in Ireland 
since it emerged in the news in  
Summer 2014.

In July, we documented how 
there exists ample evidence that 
the babies were buried in cof-
fins, and that there was no reason 
to believe they were not given a 
dignified burial in consecrated 
ground. Nugent also explained 
how the structure, called the 
ossuary, where the babies’ bones 
have been resting, was likely 
built decades after the Home 
closed by Galway County Coun-
cil. Furthermore, scientific tests 
on the soil within the ossuary  
concluded that:

“the sample examined is 
not material originating 
from a sewage treatment 
plant, septic tank or 
cesspit. It is unlikely 
that the specific location 
of the questioned case 
sample was a receptacle 
for sewage.”

This statement is critical to 
the outrageous and unsubstanti-
ated allegations that babies were 
dumped in a septic tank that are 
now thrown about as fact.

In this article we want to examine 
life in the Home, especially after 
an article in the Connacht Tribune 
claimed mothers “were expected 
to work for a year in exchange for 
their confinement – all in the belief 
they must pay for their sins”.

Firstly, it was Galway County 
Council that set up a maternity 
wing, in cooperation with the Sis-
ters, in the Home for mothers who 
were pregnant outside of marriage. 
These mothers were asked to stay 
for a year with their child at the 
Home as it was seen as important 
for the children to be cared for by 
their own mother for the first year 

of their young life, and afterwards 
the mother was given the option to 
keep the child or arrange for foster 
care or adoption. 

The Sisters themselves 
had no role to play in the 
adoption process which 
was entirely managed by 
the County Council.

One man who grew up in the 
Home was Christopher of Drum-
cree, Co. Westmeath. He comments 
that “The current controversy is 
selective, not totally fair to the 

nuns,” and that “the state used the 
nuns to do their dirty work.” While 
he accepts that nuns sometimes hit 
people at school, something that 
was commonplace in schools across 
the country and also legal, nonethe-
less they “were kind to the children 
in the Homes” as well. He notes 
that the current controversy is not 

taking into account the difficult con-
ditions in Ireland at the time, and in 
fact: “There was a high percentage 
of care and fairness in the Home.”

In Tuam more local people are 
coming forward outlining a dif-
ferent version of events from that 
popularised so far in the mass 
media.  Teresa, a community activ-
ist and election candidate in Tuam, 
grew up as a next door neighbour 
to Julia Devaney on the Gilmartin 
Road in Tuam, whose taped mem-
oirs of her time in the Home have 
added to the controversy. Teresa is 
outraged that these tapes are now 
interpreted “out of the context of 
what she said,” including stories 

that portrayed “something nasty” 
and “something wrong” com-
pletely contrary to the sense that 
Julia intended. She has even heard 
extracts from these tapes that por-
tray the nuns in a bad light when 
the context was that Julia was crit-
icising some of the mothers in the 
Home, not the nuns at all.

But when she, and other 
members of the graveyard 
committee, that tended 
to the Children’s Home 
graveyard over many 
years, tried to point 
out these facts to the 
clamouring media:  
“No one could get 
through with the truth.” 
They found that they were  
“not allowed to say it... 
we weren’t allowed to  
say anything.”

She does not believe the media 
narrative. In her experience over the 
years in Tuam, the nuns and clergy 
were always very careful about 
burying the dead, not least at this 
spot, where she used to attend “big 
masses out there” which leads to her 
to believe that: “I cannot see how it 
wouldn’t be consecrated ground.”

Another long-time Tuam res-
ident, Eileen Disken, whose 
family supplied milk to the Home, 
frequently went there and also per-
sonally met Mother Hortense, the 
main Bon Secours nun involved 
in founding the Home and whose 
two nieces were brought up there. 
She found her to be “a very caring 
person” and her impressions of the 
children were that “they were very 
nicely dressed and well fed.” 

In fact, with respect to the Home, 
she states that: “I would have a 
very positive outlook on it... that 
institution looked after what soci-
ety didn’t want to think about.”

FRANCES LEONARD

Fáilte Ireland, along with two 
county Councils, Meath & 
Louth, are funding a festival 

of events to take place over 3 days 
from 31st October to 2nd November 
2019.  The festival named Púca is 
aimed at promoting Ireland as “the 
birthplace of Halloween” on an 
international level. It sounds like 
good harmless fun, it seems like it 
could be a good product to market 
brand ‘Ireland’, it seems innocuous 
to the modern mind. But is there 
something more to it?

WHAT THE PÚCA FESTIVAL  
IS & ITS ITINERARY

Fáilte Ireland is “the brainchild” 
behind this event, describing it as 
a “spectacular fun & other worldly 
new festival celebrating Ireland as 
the original birthplace of Hallow-
een … vibrant & contemporary but 
strongly rooted in tradition”.  

Fáilte Ireland states that “Hal-
loween can be traced back to the 
ancient Celtic tradition of Sam-
hain”. Orla Carroll, a director of 
Fáilte Ireland interviewed by the-
Journal.ie said that Halloween in 
Ireland is different than in other 
countries “it’s about the origins, it’s 

about the spirits…that ancient New 
Year”.

Púca Partners on their website 
announce the festival as “A spec-
tacular festival of music and light 
complemented by rich harvest-in-
spired food experiences, Púca will 
celebrate a time when light turns 
to dark, the veil between realities 
draws thin, rules can be broken, 
and the spirits move between 
worlds. 

A Púca, a pagan concept, is said 
to have dark or white fur or hair 
and considered to be a bringer of 
both of good and bad fortune. The 
creatures were said to be shape 
changers which could take the 
appearance of horses, goats, cats, 
dogs, and hares.

The festival begins on 31st Octo-
ber in Athboy with “a symbolic 
lighting of the Samhain fires”. The 
Hill of Ward (Tlachtga) is the his-
toric place where the great fire was 
lit on Halloween (Samhain).  The 
organisers of this event invite you 
“to continue the ritual of Samhain 
at the ancient hill & join us for a 
historical & spiritual procession…”

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND: 
SAMHAIN (HALLOWEEN) IN 
IRISH CELTIC PAGANISM

Samhain was a Celtic festival 

predating Christianity. The Celtic 
people regarded it as the division of 
the year between summer & winter, 
light & darkness, when the spirits 
could pass through from the other-
world. It was a time of turbulence 
& danger.  John Gilroy in ‘Tlachtga: 
Celtic Fire Festival’ describes Sam-
hain as a time when “the lord of 
the underworld … now walked the 
earth & with him travelled all the 
other creatures from the abode of 
the dead”.

Samhain was the feast of the 
dead.  The Púca was the name of a 
mischievous or evil spirit “a demon 
or fairy horse…a cross between a 
goat & a horse”. Superstitious prac-
tices took place. Gilroy states that 
divination was “an important part 
of everyday life…& formed a central 
part of the festivities at Tlactga”.

SPIRITUAL DANGERS THIS 
FESTIVAL POSES & ITS CONFLICT 
WITH OUR CATHOLIC FAITH

There is a striking correlation 
between the Púca festival events 
& the pagan celebration of Hal-
loween.  The festival is loaded with 
spiritual malaise. Fáilte Ireland is 
clear in showcasing Púca that it is 
‘about the origins…the spirits’. 

On Friday 1st November as part 
of the Púca festival Drogheda 

will host the film Häxan in the 
Arts Centre, described: “With 
vivid depictions of witch perse-
cutions and medieval sorcery 
Benjamin Christensen’s Häxan 
(The Witches) is a legendary silent 
horror. Once banned in the USA 
and unseen for decades, Häxan 
blends horror, documentary, ani-
mation and woodcuts to paint a 
lurid picture of witchcraft through 
the ages”.

The First Commandment “I 
am the Lord your God…you shall 
not have strange gods before 
Me” Ex.20Vs 2-3 is broken & is 
replaced by false gods such as the 
Púca, divination etc and worry-
ingly, seeking to break down the 
barriers between light and dark. 
It may seem outmoded to believe 
that calling on demons and spirits 

may actually invite them into our 
lives but it has always been under-
stood as such in Catholicism, but 
also before Christianity. 

It is not just fancy dress and a 
dance around a fire.  

The Púca festival appears to be 
an initiation ceremony into the 
occult. The Catholic understands 
that there is a real danger of being 
opened to demonic spirits by taking 
part in pagan rituals.  Fáilte Ireland 
& partners choice to devise & pro-
mote this festival is at best naïve 
or also an opportunistic attempt to 
fill a gap in the lives of many who 
no longer believe in the supernat-
ural, the reality of good and evil, of 
heaven and hell, and of course, God 
and the Devil.   

Understanding the influence of 
films and video games that cele-
brate violence, which introduce 
young people to violent and satanic 
content, can have on impression-
able young minds, and how these 
influences have manifest in violent 
teenage crimes in recent months 
and years, surely some reticence is 
expected, whatever one’s credence 
of such things. 

May St. Patrick who so val-
iantly fought pagan heresy 
to bring the Faith to the Irish 
pray for us.
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Restoring the good name  
of Tuam Bon Secours Sisters’ 
Mother and Baby Home
Part Three – Life in the Home

Púca Festival: Ireland’s Dangerous Neo-pagan Revival

Author Brian Nugent at the burial site in Tuam.
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MARIA HORAN

In June, a woman in the UK was 
forced to undergo an abortion by 
court order, but despite receiv-

ing coverage as far afield as The 
New York Times, the story was 
ignored in Ireland. It is clear that 
the Irish media is still so enam-
oured with abortion that it refuses 
to report on anything that could 
damage the lie that abortion is an 
unquestionable force for liberat-
ing women from their own bodies. 

The Catholic News Agency 
reported that a young woman of 
Nigerian origin (referred to as 
“AB”), with a learning disability, 
was about to undergo a forced 
abortion, as ruled by Justice Nath-
alie Lieven. She had handed down 
the decision at the Court of Pro-
tection, deeming it to be in the 
woman’s “best interests”. 

The doctors at the woman’s 
living quarters agreed with Lieven 
that an abortion would be less 
traumatic than an giving birth. 
Both the woman and her Catholic 
mother were opposed to the deci-

sion as well as AB’s social workers, 
but Justice Lieven pushed ahead 
with this ruling.  

When the news broke, no abor-
tion “rights” groups came forward 
to criticise the appalling treatment 
of this vulnerable woman and 
the lack of “her body, her rights”. 
Abortion Rights UK were invited 
to attend a radio show to discuss 
the ruling, along with Right to 
Life’s Clare McCarthy, but refused 
to show up, and instead issued the 
nonsensical statement that it was 
“opportunistic for antichoice [sic] 
organizations to use it to attack a 
woman’s right to choose”. 

This was the best abortion cam-
paigners could come up with to 
defend a woman’s right to not have 
an abortion, despite the slogan ‘If 
you don’t want one, don’t have 
one’. It seems that is a lie, as well.

On June 25th, after a petition 
of over 70,000 signatures was 
gathered, a large crowd -  mostly 
women - formed a “Stand With 
Her” demonstration outside West-
minster, to show solidarity with 
the unnamed woman, her baby, 
her own mother and any other 

women who have been forced to 
have an abortion. 

Right To Life UK also called 
on the Department of Health to 
reveal how many women have 
been forced to have an abortion 
against their will in the UK and to 
ensure no women will ever have to 
go through this again. 

Common sense 
prevailed and three 
judges in the Court 
of Appeal overturned 
Justice Lieven’s ruling 
and later declared 
that the original 
judge had failed to 
take AB’s feelings 
into consideration. 
Yet, this same Justice 
Lieven sees herself 
as a champion and 
a voice for women’s 
“reproductive rights”.

Justice Lieven has a long history 
of abortion advocacy, including 
supporting the Family Planning 
Association in 2005, arguing that 
the law should not require paren-
tal consent for under 16s to have 
an abortion. In 2011, she repre-
sented the UK abortion giant, 
BPAS, advocating for women to be 
allowed take the second abortion 

pill outside a medical setting. 
Justice Lieven’s pro-abortion 

background should have called 
into question her fitness to adjudi-
cate in this case. It was apparent 
that she was satisfied to push an 
unwanted late-term abortion on 
an already vulnerable woman, who 
may have become pregnant from 
rape, and was willing to make AB 
and her baby endure even more 
violence, because she claimed it 
was in AB’s best interests.  

The process for a late-term abor-
tion had already been put in train 
at the time of the appeal, and AB 
had been promised a new doll to 
“make up” for the forced abortion.

With the repeal of the Eighth 
Amendment, there is now abso-
lutely nothing to prevent a 
state-forced abortion from occur-
ring in Ireland. The arrogance 
displayed by abortion-minded 
TDs in the Dáil in December was 
strikingly similar to that of Justice 
Lieven in the UK. With the new 
Abortion Bill, the State will be free 
to step in and decide what is best 
for the girl or vulnerable woman in 
question. 

The Irish State has 
already been doing 
this illegally for years. 
In 1997, in the C Case, 
a young girl of 13 who 
had been raped was 

taken to the UK for an 
abortion, against the 
wishes of her parents.

In an interview with Gemma 
O’Donaghue years later, the now 
mother of two said, that at the 
time she thought the hospital was 
about to deliver her baby, not per-
form an abortion on her. 

She described the horror of 
being forcibly held down, while 
continuously fed drugs and the 
loss of the child she mourns to 
this day. She has launched legal 
action to ascertain why she was 
left so damaged after her abortion. 
This is the sort of abortion that 
AB would have had to endure in 
Britain - held forcibly down and 
drugged while being totally con-
fused about what was happening 
to her. 

In the UK, abortion advocates 
are embedded in the medical 
establishment and in the judicial 
system, to such an extent that an 
unbiased ruling is almost impossi-
ble to achieve. And similar to the 
UK, abortion cronyism is already 
rearing its ugly head in the Irish 
medical establishment and will 
likely also soon be clearly visible 
in the judicial system.

Maria Horan is a prolife writer 
and business owner, lives in the 
UK with her husband and son.

NEWS FROM ACROSS THE IRISH SEA

Forced abortion in UK 
ignored by the Irish media

DAVID RYAN,  
(MEMBER OF THE IRISH  
YOUTH GROUP PURE IN HEART)

WHAT IS LOVE?

What is Love? Some people say it’s 
a feeling, others would say its an 
emotion, and to some it’s just a 

chemical reaction in the brain. While we 
can all describe love differently, deep down 
everyone has a desire to love and to be loved, 
in fact we were made for love.

But it is hard for us to define what love is, 
because the word love has so many differ-
ent meanings in the English language. For 
example we can say that we love someone, 
but we can also say we love pizza, or that we 
love football or music. Basically there’s a lot 
of things that we can love in our day to day 
lives, but obviously not in the same way. The 
Greeks get round this by using three differ-
ent words for love:

The first one is Filia and this is the love 
that’s in friendship.

This is the kind of love that you can have 
for close friends. You feel that you can tell 
them your private thoughts and ask for their 
advice. These are the friendships that help 
build both people up, they are not superficial 
friendships. You may not have seen these 
friends for ages, but you can pick up right 
where you left off every time you see them.

After that, we have Eros which is roman-
tic love.

Eros Love is the state of being in love. It’s 
very dependent on emotions and feelings 
and can easily become infatuation. You can 
fall into eros love very easily, but you can also 

fall out of eros love just as easily. It smooths 
over your beloved’s faults and enhances their 
good qualities. It is like seeing everything 
through a pair of rose coloured glasses. They 
make everything more beautiful, but you’re 
not seeing clearly.

And finally we have Agape and this is sac-
rificial love.

Agape is often seen as the highest form of 
love. We see it in God’s unconditional love 
for us. The best example is given with Jesus’ 
death on the cross where he lays down his 
life for love of us. This type of love is all about 
putting the other person first. It is to will 
the good of another, so we can say that this 
love is a decision, because we consciously 
decide to put the other person’s needs 
before our own. It’s not dependant on feel-
ings or emotions which can always change 
over time. Many would say that this is true 
love. For eros love to mature it must become  
Agape love.

LOVE & CHASTITY
By living a chaste life and saving sex for 

marriage we can decide if the person we are 
seeing is really right for us. It saves us from 
being blinded by the intense emotions and 
feelings that come from a physical relation-
ship and we can get to know the person for 
who they are, while also allowing them to 
see us for who we are. Chastity also allows 
us to live the agape love in our relationships 
where we respect the other person and place 
their needs before ours, while at the same 
time it help us to determine if the other 
person loves us enough to put our needs 
before their own.

Blessed are the Pure in Heart
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Kobe Bryant and 
Novak Djokovic 
are two of the 

greatest sportsmen of 
this, or any, era. They 
are also men of faith.

Kobe Bryant played 
his entire 20-year career 
with the Los Angeles 
Lakers in the USA’s 
National Basketball 
Association (NBA). He 
is widely regarded as one of the sport’s great-
est-ever players. His list of achievements is a 
long one, including being the first player to 
record 30,000 points plus 6,000 assists in an 
NBA career. 

In total, he won five NBA championship 
titles and was selected as an All-Star player 
18 times, which came in successive seasons, 
which is another record. He scored 50 points 
in a single game on 24 occasions, which puts 
him third in the all-time list behind other 
basketball greats, Michael Jordan and Wilt 
Chamberlain.

Kobe’s career, however, could have ended 
before it had really begun. Staying in a hotel 
prior to undergoing knee surgery when aged 
24, he slept with a hotel employee and was 
later charged with sexual assault. At the time, 

he had been married for two years. The assault 
charges were later dropped and an out-of-court 
settlement reached with his accuser, to whom 
he offered a public and contrite apology.

The loss of endorsements and 
the harm done to his public 
profile mattered little to him 
placed against the damage he 
had inflicted upon his family. 
When his life had gone into 
freefall and the prospect of 
a long prison sentence hung 
over him, he turned to what had 
been a lifelong companion, his 
Catholic faith.

In an interview with GQ in 2015 he admit-
ted that the threat of a jail sentence terrified 
him and led to him visiting a priest. He takes 
up the story: 

“It was actually kind of funny: He looks 
at me and says, ’Did you do it?’ And I say, 
’Of course not.’ Then he asks, ’Do you have 
a good lawyer?’ And I’m like, ’Uh, yeah, he’s 
phenomenal.’ So then he just said, ’Let it go. 
Move on. God’s not going to give you any-
thing you can’t handle, and it’s in his hands 

now. This is something you can’t control. So 
let it go.’ And that was the turning point.”

Kobe, who speaks fluent Italian – he moved 
with his family to Italy when he was six - man-
aged to save his career and, most importantly, 
his marriage. That is not to say that everything 
in their relationship became plain sailing as 
his wife, Vanessa, actually filed for divorce in 
2013 but, again, the couple survived and are 
still together. Vanessa recently gave birth to 
their fourth child, with each of the children 
being raised as Catholics. 

One can only be reminded through this 
story of the power of forgiveness, reconcilia-
tion and, of course, love and faith. 

Faith is something clearly vital in the life of 
Novak Djokovic. Following his thrilling five-
set victory over fellow-great Roger Federer in 
the Wimbledon Men’s Singles final on July 
14th, Djokovic moved into third place on the 
list of all-time Grand Slam title winners with 
16 victories. Federer leads the way on 20, 
while Rafael Nadal has 19 Grand Slam tour-
nament victories to his name.

In an article in Aleteia written 
in 2018, Louis de Bosnet quotes 
Novak as saying, “Before I am 
an athlete, I am an Orthodox 
Christian”.

Louis continues in the piece: “It is not 
uncommon to observe Novak Djokovic invok-

ing Christ during a meeting or wearing a cross 
around his neck to witness to his faith.”

Furthermore, via the Novak Djokovic 
Foundation, he supports causes that are dear 
to him, including the renovation of schools, 
the opening of restaurants in his native 
Serbia for the homeless and the poor, or 
through joining forces with the World Bank 
to provide education and care to young Serbs.

Quoted in the article, UNICEF’s Yoka 
Brandt said, “Novak Djokovic is a true cham-
pion for children around the world. He 
shows that powerful voices and actions can 
make a difference for children, especially for 
the youngest.”

The Bryants have also set up a foundation, 
The Kobe and Vanessa Bryant Family Foun-
dation, which is “dedicated to improving 
the lives of youth and families in need, both 
domestically and globally.”

Sport, as we know, is powerful. Faith can, 
in turn, inspire athletes to use their power for 
a greater good. 

As we mentioned in June’s edition of 
‘Alive’, Liverpool and Brazil’s goalkeeper 
Alisson summed things up through the dia-
gram on the tee-shirt he wore following 
Liverpool’s Champions League final victory 
in May, which, in essence, translates as, The 
Cross equals Love.

This is the true message of Jesus Christ, 
and of Christianity, as demonstrated by the 
lives of Kobe Bryant and Novak Djokovic.

Faith and the Fame Game 

PHILIP JOYCE

During the year, a travel-value 
assessor, TripAdvisor, 
deemed the Vatican ‘tour’ 

the Number One travel experience 
in the world – beating the Chicago 
river-trip, Paris and other popu-
lar ‘tourist’ venues - including, of 
course, those which are visited as 
pilgrimage locations.

This prompted a friend of mine 
to assert “there is so much wealth 
there and yet the church uses none 
of it to help the poor and helpless 
around the world….not what Christ 
had in mind.” My friend was, of 
course, referring to the various 
priceless artefacts located in the 
environs of this hallowed venue. 

Items of art obtain their desira-
bility - and, subsequently, ‘value’ 
- from a number of causes: perfec-
tion of detail, historical provenance, 
scarcity, positive appraisal from a 
qualified source and association 
with celebrated persons or places.

Especially for Christians, could 
there be any more relevant loca-
tion to our Saviour’s story - apart 
from the Holy Land itself – than 
Vatican City? Possibly deriving its 
pre-Christian name from a quality 
of the human voice, this smallest 
state in the world is built on a first 
century graveyard for religious and 
non-religious alike. The site was, 
prior to this era, prone to flooding 
and regarded as unhealthy owing 
to mosquito-borne malaria. 

The Roman emperor, Nero, con-
structed his ‘circus’ on the site 
which saw the martyrdom of so 
many Christians. It is believed to 

have been the site of crucifixion and 
burial of the chief Apostle of Jesus 
Christ - Saint Peter, our first Pontiff.  

Despite being situated on the 
periphery of this great metropolis 
of Rome, Vatican City - this conduit 
for Christ’s Message over the mil-
lennia - has punched well above its 
110 acre size in bringing worldwide 
recognition to its host city. 

“See Rome and die!’’ has been 
a saying over the years. The dome 
of the Michelangelo-designed St. 
Peter’s Basilica, soaring unbelieva-
bly to four hundred and forty-eight 
feet, and completed in 1626 after 
120 years, is probably the most 
iconic landmark for the whole 
Rome area.

The universality of 
the Vatican City State 
necropolitic foundations 
would appear to have 
extended to many of the 
artefacts collected, lost 
and restored to what 
has been described by 
many as one of the most 
outstanding collections 
in the world - the Vatican 
Museums.

Up to the mid-15th century, 
most church artistic commissions 
would have been rather serious 
depictions of biblical events. Pope 
Nicholas V, who reigned from 1447 
to 1455, was the great promoter 
of the Roman Renaissance. Up to 
this era, artists and sculptors were 
regarded the same as tradesmen 
but this pope saw a new dimension 

to their inspired work.
Apart from restoring fortifica-

tions, churches and aqueducts, he 
vigorously promoted literature and 
art - and had design plans ordered 
for the Basilica of Saint Peter to 
replace a church which had been in 
existence for nearly one thousand 
years and which had been built orig-
inally by the Emperor Constantine. 

Papal palaces had been con-
structed adjacent to this church 
and when Pope Sixtus IV took 
office later in the 14th century he 
opened up an area known as the 
Belvedere to artists - even with 
lodgings for the likes of Leonardo 
da Vinci.  Apart from being the suc-
cessor of St. Peter, Pope Sixtus IV. 
was an art lover who initiated the 
Vatican Archives and caused the 
magnificent ceiling decoration of 
the Sistine Chapel. 

His nephew, Julius II, who suc-
ceeded him after Pope Innocent 
VIII, can take credit for establish-
ing the Vatican collection proper. 
The papacy was quite a turbulent 
political entity at the time and 
involved some of the most pow-
erful - and rich - families of Italy, 
such as the Borgias and de Medicis. 

The acquisitions for the develop-
ing museum included many items 
not necessarily of a ‘religious’ 
nature.  For instance, there is the 
almost physically perfect statue of 
Apollo del Belvedere along with the 
very thought-provoking 3rd cen-
tury BC iconic serpent entwined 
sculpture of Trojan priest Laocoön 
and his sons which was discovered 
buried in a nearby locality of Rome. 

Giving their pontifical ‘sponsors’ 
the benefit of the doubt, could it 
be that they sought, through these 
artists’ work, a glimpse of God as 
referred to in the early paragraphs 
of Genesis and the creation of man-
kind ‘in His own image’? 

The vast majority of the 
collections here depict 
religious themes before 
and since Jesus Christ. 
The important thing is that 
they are available to all of 
the public - and without 
unique permission to 
enter the State in which 
they are displayed.

Yes, the Catholic Church could 
sell off property and artefacts, but 
would this really solve anything? 
First of all, it would diminish the 
attraction for people to spend time 
- and ‘tourist money’ - in Rome; 
secondly, would it take money OUT 
OF whichever economy the pur-
chasers emerged, thus rendering 
the less well-off in that economy in 
more need of assistance? 

How many upkeep, security and 
tourist jobs might then be put in 
jeopardy - not only in the Vati-
can, but worldwide throughout the 
travel industry if the treasures fell 
into private or restrictive owner-

ship? Would they be available just 
to the wealthier person?

At any rate, in the hypothetical 
situation that they might be sold 
off, would they be any more than 
an infinitesimal drop in the ocean 
of social need throughout the world 
- considering that our Irish govern-
ment’s 2019 welfare budget for just 
over four million people runs to 
about €20bn annually?

Would they not then be merely 
owned by someone else who would 
then be expected to sell them on 
because they are so valuable? In 
fact, ought not that person have 
spent his/her funds on social needs 
rather than art? Or is that moral 
standard only applicable to the 
Church?

Perhaps we should continue 
to allow these tangible assets to 
attract people of the world to this 
mind-blowing city where, inci-
dentally, approximately €3,000 
in coins PER DAY is tossed into 
the Trevi Fountain and is officially 
‘fished out’ for charitable use by 
Caritas and a supermarket for the 
needy of Rome. 

Perhaps when we are exhausted 
by the magnificence of this wealth 
of temporal artistic ability - 
crowned by that of Michelangelo in 
the Sistine Chapel - the Lord might 
find a way to inspire us to realise 
the real treasure of His Message 
such as is described in the Gospel 
of Saint Luke, Ch. 4:

“He has sent me to proclaim 
liberty to captives and recov-
ery of sight to the blind, to let the 
oppressed go free, and to proclaim 
a year acceptable to the Lord.”

Surely receiving and acting upon 
these words of Jesus in true charity 
is the Real Key to unlocking depri-
vation, not only here in Rome, but 
throughout the whole world.

The Wealth of the Vatican 

Novak Djokovic.

Vatican Museums.
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DR. BÉNÉDICTE SAGE-FULLER

2019. One hundred years ago, 
the first free Irish parliament 
was meeting and proclaim-

ing the Irish nation to the world: 
“In the name of the Irish people 

we humbly commit our destiny to 
Almighty God who gave our fathers 
the courage and determination to 
persevere through long centuries 
of a ruthless tyranny, and strong 
in the justice of the cause which 
they have handed down to us, we 
ask His divine blessing on this the 
last stage of the struggle we have 
pledged ourselves to carry through 
to Freedom.”

As a foreigner, not very well 
versed in Irish history, I leave it to 
the historians to explain to us how 
in just 100 years, Ireland veered so 
far away from its founders’ inten-
tions, after leading such a long and 
drawn out struggle for religious 
liberty.  

Every nation goes through glo-
rious and shameful times. Today, 
the times are bad, very bad. The 
nation is losing its soul. So now, 
this question is upon the Irish 

people: how did you get here, how 
do you get out of here?  

In 1980, Saint John Paul II vis-
ited France. This was just 5 years 
after abortion was legalised. 
Churches were more and more 
empty.  

With his usual prophetic fore-
sight, Pope John Paul II predicted 
the terrible consequences of 
breaking the alliance of human 
progress with divine wisdom. It 
turns humans into the object of 
their own technological develop-
ment, it creates a hellish society.  

And with his usual fatherly love, 
Pope John Paul II asked this tough 
question to my country: “France, 
eldest daughter of the Church, 
are you faithful to the promises of 
your baptism?”. The saintly pope 
dared asking further: “France, 
daughter of the Church and educa-
tor of the peoples, are you faithful, 
for the good of man, to the alliance 
with eternal wisdom?”

40 years on, Saint John Paul 
II’s “prophecies” are realised. The 
times are bad, very bad. Are they 
the worst in our history? Perhaps. 
Today, in the “remnant” Catholic 
world in France, people are turn-

ing to our national and saintly 
hero, Joan of Arc. She was born in 
bad times too. 

In 1420, the Treaty of Troyes 
saw the country handed over to 
the English Crown, it seemed to 

be the end of “Dame France”. The 
100 Year War with England had 
devastated the nation, there were 
orphans, diseases, famines, and 
insecurity with brigands roaming 
the countryside and terrorising 
the population. 

It was this young girl who God 
chose to get us out of the bad 
times. We all know at least parts of 
her story, how she led king Charles 
VII’s army to free the country, 
and how she was falsely tried for 
witchcraft and burnt alive. She 
is one of France’s patron saints, 
and she is celebrated every year in 
many cities.

Joan of Arc’s recent biographer, 
Philippe de Villiers, tells us that 
today, the saint is very present in 
our nation, and has three key mes-
sages for us. And they all have to 
do with education. 

The first message is that a 
nation must be sovereign. Without 
sovereignty, there cannot be sal-
vation. Joan of Arc fought for the 
sovereignty of the French nation. 
In his 1980 address to France, 
Saint John Paul II himself noted 
that in the Gospel, Christ tells the 
disciples to go evangelising the 
nations. We all belong to a sover-
eign nation, for the common good 
of its people. 

For our young people to under-
stand this point, they must be 
educated in all the richness of 
their nation’s culture and history. 
And this is the second message. 

The true leading elite of a country 
is in the heart of its people. Joan 
came from the farming middle 
class. And yet, she led aristocrats 
and a king to battle, because she 
knew in her heart the wealth of 
her French culture. Only a strong, 
loving, solid education can raise 
a middle class that will want to 
re-establish a sovereign nation. 

And linked with this, young 
people must be rooted in their 
land. They must learn to love the 
smell of its earth, of its air, of its 
water. Go to the countryside, close 
your eyes and breathe: you can 
feel your Irish ancesters, you want 
to do them proud. You need to 
learn about them. 

In a previous article, I already 
explained how in the 1990s, a 
tiny minority in France took on 
this challenge of giving a national, 
Catholic, loving, root-laying edu-
cation to children. Twenty-five 
years on, we may be beginning to 
see the fruits of this daring bet. 
We could be about 10 years away 
from having an elite of strongly 
educated, middle-class, rooted in 
the love of France, people, in their 
thirties, and ready to give back its 
sovereigny to the country, to re-ig-
nite the Faith, for the common 
good and salvation of all.  

2019 may be the time for a tiny 
minority of Irish Catholics to make 
that education bet and to patiently 
work at it, until it bears fruit. 

Education is the way 
out of the bad times

Statue of Joan of Arc in the  
Notre Dame Cathedral in Paris. 
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DAVID REYNOLDS

Joining with the Parish Priest, 
Father Richard Gibbons, 
Archbishop Neary announced 

the news that the Church had 
found no earthy explanation for the 
healing of Marion Carroll at Knock 
30 years ago. 

In these situations, the Church 
must always be very cautious.  This 
is illustrated by the fact that thirty 
years have elapsed since this took 
place, during which time the exam-
ination by the Medical Bureau 
testifies that there is no medical 
explanation for this healing.

Mrs Carroll was in her late 30s 
in 1989 when she was brought on a 
stretcher on the annual pilgrimage 
to Knock of the diocese of Ardagh 
and Clonmacnoise. She was using 
a wheelchair, confined to her bed, 
doubly incontinent and showing 
symptoms of Multiple Sclerosis.

After making a plea to Our Lady of 
Knock, Mrs Carroll claims her health 
was immediately transformed and 
that she began to walk again.

In order to make a defini-
tive observation and to carefully 
assess, the Church took 30 years, 
adopting a wait and see approach 
before making a determination of 
an unexplained medical cure- a 
miracle, in essence. The medical 
bureau at Knock shrine is headed 
up by Dr Diarmuid Murray, who 
told RTE News that that it had 
taken 30 years to determine that 
there was no medical explanation 
for the cure because a formal diag-
nosis of Carroll’s condition had 
not been made.

A consultant neurolologist who 
reviewed the file wrote to the head 
of the Medical Bureau at the Knock 
shrine, Dr Diarmuid Murray, that 
“it would be fair to say she has been 
cured of neurological symptoms 
but not of MS. It seems to me that 
Mrs Carroll had medically unex-
plained symptoms which have now 
(thankfully) resolved.”

A consultant gastroenterologist 
stated that “regardless of whether 
her condition is organic or psycho-
logical, the dramatic improvement 
from the time of her visit to Knock 

is unexplained. My feeling is that 
her improvement is very unlikely 
to be explained by conventional 
medical wisdom”.

Speaking at his, and Marion’s, 
diocese’s annual pilgrimage to 
Knock Basilica, Bishop Duffy told 
the congregation, including Mrs 
Carroll, that “there was a heal-
ing, a cure of the illness that beset 
Marion for several years”.

“Marion came here on that Sep-
tember day with a bleak future. 
Marion’s book ‘I Was Cured at 

Knock’ describes her words to 
Our Lady that morning: ‘You are 
a mother too and you know how 
I feel about leaving my husband 
and children’. It wasn’t a prayer, 
it wasn’t a statement, it was one 
woman chatting to another.”

“On that special day, Marion 
recalled the key moment during 
Benediction and Blessing of the 
Sick: ‘It was at that time I got this 
magnificent feeling - a wonderful 
sensation like a whispering breeze 
telling me that I was cured. I got 

this beautiful, magnificent feeling 
telling me that if the stretcher was 
opened I could get up and walk’.”

“I recognise that Marion was 
healed from her long standing 
illness while on pilgrimage in this 
sacred place … Marion was liber-
ated from sickness and its impact 
on her and on her family. It is also 
a healing for which there is no 
medical explanation at present, it 
is definite and yet defies medical 
explanation.”

Recognition by the 
Church of the healing 
experienced by Marion 
Carroll at Knock

Knock Shrine Basilica.
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RUADHAN JONES

Although a Danish film about a 
small protestant community 
seems an unlikely film to 

have made stirred the pot, Babette’s 
Feast (1987, Gabriel Axel) is not 
only an Oscar winner, but also Pope 
Francis’ favourite film. It centres 
on Martine and Philippa, beautiful 
daughters of an austere protestant 
clergyman who preaches salvation 
through self-denial. 

We follow them from their youth 
up to old age, where duty contin-
ues to outweigh joy and they tend 
to their father’s dwindling congre-
gation. The community have lived 
sparsely, eaten simply, and in effect 
given up their appreciation for life. 

Their lives are disrupted by the 
arrival of Babette, a mysterious 

woman who will transfigure their 
austerity. The climax focuses on 
a meal shared by twelve locals, all 
in their old age, who each bear a 
grudge against their neighbour. 

The film is set on Jutland, a 
barren island off the coast of 
Denmark. The bleakness of the 
landscape mirrors that of its inhab-
itants’ lives. Their religious faith, 
and the sense of duty it encour-
ages, is in many ways admirable. 
Martine and Philippa turn down 
opportunities to go out and make 
something of the talents they have 
been given. But the world shall not 
distract them from their faith.

However, by the time Babette 
arrives, it is apparent that their 
faith alone is lacking something. 
Rifts have grown in the community 
and every prayer service is a battle; 
they have lost the joy of living. 

Babette proceeds to work for 
Martine and Philippa without pay, 
in simple ways improving the fare 
the sisters provide for the com-
munity. Her only contact with the 
outside world is a lottery ticket a 
friend renews. 

When Babette wins the lottery 
she offers to cook a great French 
meal to thank the sisters for their 

hospitality. This they allow, but 
quickly become concerned as 
preparations for the meal grow 
opulent in their proportions. They 
call together the community and 
all are agreed in their fear of what 
seems an unholy offering.

But this is because the commu-
nity have turned so far inward 
that they fear the gifts which fore-

shadow the joy that is to come. 
Babette arrives to transform their 
austerity by her skill and self-sac-
rifice. Babette’s Feast is a deeply 
Eucharistic film, the feast a con-
duit of grace. 

What could be more needed, 
today, for a generation that no 
longer understands the Eucharist?
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Babette’s Feast
ALIVE!’S FILM FOR THE MONTH

DEREK RYAN

A Catholic priest in the US 
has removed the seven-part 
Harry Potter series from the 

library of his parish school because 
the books present “magic as both 
good and evil.”

Father Dan Reehil sent an email 
Aug. 28 to parents and teachers of 
St. Edward Catholic School in Nash-
ville, Tennessee, noting that “the 
curses and spells used in the books 
are actual curses and spells; which 
when read by a human being risk 
conjuring evil spirits into the pres-
ence of the person reading the text.”

“These books present magic as 
both good and evil, which is not 
true, but in fact a clever deception 
… [the] books also glorify acts of 
divination; of conjuring the dead, 
of casting spells among other acts 
that are an offense to the virtue of 
religion — to the love and respect 
we owe to God alone. Many reading 
these books could be persuaded to 
believe these acts are perfectly fine, 
even good or spiritually healthy.”

The Catechism of the Catholic 
Church:

All forms of divination 
are to be rejected: 
recourse to Satan or 
demons, conjuring 
up the dead or other 
practices falsely 
supposed to “unveil” 
the future. Consulting 
horoscopes, astrology, 
palm reading, 
interpretation of 
omens and lots, 

the phenomena of 
clairvoyance, and 
recourse to mediums 
all conceal a desire for 
power over time, history, 
and, in the last analysis, 
other human beings, 
as well as a wish to 
conciliate hidden 
powers. They contradict 
the honour, respect, and 
loving fear that we owe 
to God alone.

NOT ALL CATHOLICS AGREE 
THAT HARRY POTTER IS 
HARMFUL

Lay Dominican and young adult 
fantasy novelist Rosamund Hodge 
previously told Catholic News 
Agency that she believes “concerns 
about the ‘magic’ in Harry Potter are 
overblown.” She does not believe 
there are any risks of conjuring evil 
spirits with the book’s spells.

“While [Author J.K.] Rowl-
ing does occasionally draw from 
actual occult folklore for some of 
her world-building…the spells her 
characters use are usually just fake 
Latin describing what they’re sup-
posed to do,” Hodge said.

“The magic in these books is 
about as ‘real’ as Cinderella’s fairy 
godmother singing ‘bibbidi- bobbi-
di-boo.’”

DID POPE BENEDICT XVI 
CONDEMN HARRY POTTER?

In 1993, Cardinal Ratzinger 
replied to a letter from Ger-
man-language author Gabrielle 
Kuby, who had written “Harry 
Potter — gut oder böse” (“Harry 

Potter — good or evil?”), after she 
had contacted him about concerns 
with the Harry Potter series.

The main thrust of Kuby’s objec-
tion to Potter is that the books 
corrupt the hearts of the young, 
preventing them from develop-
ing a properly ordered sense of 
good and evil, thus harming their 
relationship with God while that 
relationship is still in its infancy.

In the letter she recived from 
then-Cardinal Ratzinger he states: 
“It is good that you shed light and 
inform us on the Harry Potter 
matter, for these are subtle seduc-
tions that are barely noticeable and 
precisely because of that deeply 
affect (children) and corrupt the 
Christian faith in souls even before 
it (the Faith) could properly grow 
and mature.” 

“That they (children) 
are being cut off from 
God, the source of 
Love and Hope, so that 

they in sorrowful life 
conditions are without 
a foundation that 
supports them — that 
they lose the spirit of 
discernment between 
good and evil and that 
they will not have the 
necessary strength and 
knowledge to withstand 
the temptations to evil.”

It is argued that Cardinal 
Ratzinger was not responding to 
the specifics in the books, nor that 
he had read them, but replying to 
the general points made by Kuby. 
It is also pointed out that the Cardi-

nal was not expressing his views as 
Prefect of the CDF, nor as a future 
Pope, but only as a theologian- 
albeit the foremost theologian and 
leading defender of orthodoxy in 
the Church at the time. 

However, priest and exorcist 
Msgr. Charles Pope of the Arch-
diocese of Washington has said 
that Catholics should still “guard 
against any sort of dabbling with 
the occult or witchcraft. Once 
you’re into actual witchcraft, you 
are in the dark side, since there’s 
nothing of God in this. It’s a viola-
tion of the First Commandment.”

Why risk, even if there was the 
smallest possibility, exposing chil-
dren to the dangers of evil, just for 
the sake of an entertaining, fleet-
ing, read?

Harry Potter: Good or Evil?

Harry Potter Author, JK Rowling.
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DAVID REYNOLDS 

Alyssa Milano revealed in 
a recent podcast that she 
had two abortions in 1993, 

saying it “put her in conflict with 
her Catholic faith.”

The 46-year-old former 
Charmed and Who’s the Boss 
actress said her life “would 
be completely lacking all its 
great joys” had she kept her 
two aborted children. Milano 
explained that she took birth 
control because “I knew I was 
not ready to be a parent.” How-
ever, she “still got pregnant” 
while taking the pill.

“I was raised Catholic and sud-
denly put in conflict with my 
faith–a faith I was coming to real-
ize empowered only men to make 

every single decision about what 
was allowed and not allowed. I 
had a career, and a future, and 
potential.”

“I would not have my children–
my beautiful, perfect, loving, kind 
and inquisitive children who 
have a mother who was so very, 
very ready for them. I would not 
have my career. I would not have 
the ability or the platform I use 
to fight against oppression with 
all my heart. I would never have 
met my amazing husband David 
who’s steadfast and immeasur-
able love sustains me through 
these terrifying times 15 years 
after that first love fizzled. My life 
would be completely lacking all 
its great joys.

“I would never have been free to 
be myself” if she had not aborted 
her children.

SHOCK: American Actress 
puts career first.
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PART 32: BREADLINES

Dorothy Day’s preoccupations 
in this life, from her youth, 
through middle age and 

beyond, were always centred on the 
needs of others. At first this was a 
simple human response. But it only 
drew her to look for purely material 
solutions to poverty, homelessness 
and the mal-treatment of working 
people. Then she was touched by a 
grace which lead her to search for a 
deeper understanding of the mys-
tery of human suffering. She found 
it in her contemplation of and 

friendship with Jesus Christ.
Dorothy spoke of herself and 

those who worked with her, as 
having a sense of guilt, of respon-
sibility, a feeling that in some way 
they were living on the work of 
others. “The fact that we were born 
in a certain environment, were ena-
bled to go to school, were endowed 
with the ability to compete with 
others and hold our own, that we 
had few physical disabilities——all 
these things marked us as privi-
leged in a way.”

But unlike the secularist Social 
Justice Warriors who rage against 

the privileged in our own time, the 
Catholic Worker conscience, the 
sense of privilege, did not drive 
them to punish the “privileged”, to 
seek to pull them down and shame 
them in every way possible. Dorothy 
and her co-workers respected the 
poor and destitute as those nearest 
to God, Christ’s chosen ones. 

They sought to model their 
actions on Christ’s example. “The 
great mystery of the Incarnation” 
she wrote, “which meant that 
God became man that man might 
become God, was a joy that made 
us want to kiss the earth in worship, 
because His feet once trod that same 
earth. It was a mystery that we as 
Catholics accepted, but there were 
also the facts of Christ’s life, that He 
was born in a stable, that He did not 
come to be a temporal King, that He 
worked with His hands, spent the 

first years of His life in exile, and his 
early manhood in a crude carpenter 
shop in Nazareth. 

“He died between two thieves 
because He would not be made 
an earthly King. He lived in an 
occupied country for thirty years 
without starting an underground 
movement or trying to get out from 
under a foreign power. His teach-
ing transcended all the wisdom 
of the scribes and Pharisees, and 
taught us the most effective means 
of living in this world while prepar-
ing for the next. And He directed 
His sublime words to the poorest 
of the poor.

“He had set us an example and 
the poor and destitute were the 
ones we wished to reach. The poor 
were the ones who had jobs of a 
sort, organized or unorganized, 
and those who were unemployed 

or on work-relief projects.” 
Dorothy Day’s faith lead her to 

read the circumstances of her own 
time in the light of all that. Christ’s 
poor and destitute were for her the 
men and women who came to them 
in the breadlines where they got 
whatever food and clothing they 
could collect for them. The vision 
of the human condition which Dor-
othy now knew to be the true one 
was that sin, sickness and death 
accounted for much of human 
misery. She and her companions 
knew that the fact that Christ had 
said: “The poor ye shall always have 
with you” did not mean that they 
should remain silent in the face of 
injustice and accept it. Everything 
He said pointed towards an obli-
gation to work constantly and 
tirelessly for justice, peace and 
charity in this world.

L I V E S  O F  T H E  S A I N T S 

DOROTHY DAY

ACCOMMODATION

ALGARVE, Albuferia, Portugal. Luxury 1 or 
2 bed aparts for rent. Sky TV, shared pool, 
long/short term. Special winter rates. Tel: 
087 237 1716.

LUXURY 2 bed bungalow for holiday lets, 
short or long stays, all mod cons, suitable 
for wheelchairs, in beautiful surroundings at 
Knock, Mayo, 087 640 6588.

APARTMENT to rent in Medjugorje 3-bed-
room. Lift access. All mod cons. 5 mins from 
church. Tel: 086 105 5388.

MEDJUGORJE. Local family accom. 
En-suite rooms; groups welcome too. Con-
tact Christina 0044 7714 264849, viber, 
whats-up email: ostojic.ivan@tel.net.ba

ACTIVE lady, pensioner, seeking a nice 
room in Kerry or Cork City. Rent reasonable. 
Box 2601.

MISCELLANEOUS

ALOE VERA Forever living products. 
Distributor: Phil Colgan 01 628 1436;  
086 243 7653.

HEALTH and wellness company requires 
help, flexible hours work from home. Part 
time and full time earnings available, email 
ark@flp.com or phone Anita 087 062 4108.

DO you suffer from aches and pains? Why 
not call and find out about our amazing 
supplement called Move? Phone Anita  
087 062 4108 or email ark@flp.com

SOCIAL club, central Dublin, fun activities, 
games, parties, quizzes, annual outing, 
weekend break. Friendly atmosphere.  
Tel: 087 631 2116.

LECTURE on creation, theology, and 
science, in the Catholic Library, 74 
Merrion Square, on the 23rd Oct, by the 
Kolbe Institute for Creation. 1-2pm. Free 
admission.

FINANCIAL opportunity available 
promoting ASEA cellular health products. 
www.redoxlife.com Tel: Margaret 087 207 
8718.

AGGRESSIVE DOGS? Fend them off 
with Dazer for Walkers, Cyclists, Postmen. 
Nationwide brochure: 087 244 5568.

DOG FENCES €159; Dog Runs €219; 
e-trainers €119; Anti-bark collars €69. The 
Petsafe Superstore Nationwide. Details: 
www.RadioFence.ie

BLIND Exit? Driveway Safety Mirrors from 
only €39.95 www.BranBest.com Orders 
/ Enquiries Tel 087 244 5568 Nationwide.

NOVENA

DEAR Sacred Heart of Jesus in the past I 
have asked for many favours, this time I ask 
you this very special favour (mention it). Take 
it, dear Heart of Jesus, and place it in your 
broken Heart where your Father can see 
it. Then in his merciful eyes, it will become 
your favour, not mine. Amen. Sacred Heart 
of Jesus I place all my trust in thee. Say this 
prayer for 3 days, promise publication and 
favour will be granted. Never known to fail. 
BD, BG.

PERSONAL

DELIGHTFUL lady, senior citizen, cheerful 
disposition, caring, dignified, widow, family 
grown up, no ties. NSND, wltm refined gent 
of mature years, 75-85, preferably a wid-
ower for chat and friendship. Box 2602.

KILDARE male, 33, 5’9”, single, no ties, 
country background. Interested in the out-
doors, nature, hill walking. Wltm lady of 
similar age and interests for friendship/rela-
tionship. Box 2603. 

ATTRACTIVE lady, refined, tall, slim, 
mid-60s, recently relocated to Midlands. 
Interests: music, eating out, NSSD, garden-
ing & travel, wltm similar attractive refined 
gent, with no ties, for friendship, and per-
haps enjoy some happiness and love 
together in our golden years. Box 2604.

CORK farmer 49 years old. 6’ tall. Sincere, 
kind, caring, NS, RC. Interests include pol-
itics, travel, cinema, socialising, country 
music, prayer meetings, dining out, and 
walking. Wltm someone between the age of 
34-50. Box 2605.

PILGRIMAGES

MEDJUGORJE. 9 nights, Oct 3rd-12th 
€729pps, with Marian Pilgrimages. Contact 
Carmel 087 253 3718.

CHRISTMAS pilgrimage group to the 
Holyland. Ex-Dublin 19th-27th December. 
Taking in Bethlehem, Jerusalem, (Mount 
of Olives, Garden of Gethsemane, Last 
Supper Room and Calvary), Mount Tabor, 
Cana, Nazareth, Jericho, River Jordan, Dead 
Sea and Sea of Galilee.  Contact James 
Treacy 086 057 2216.

FATIMA pilgrimage 10th Oct, 7 nights, 
ex-Dublin, for Feast of Miracle of the Sun. 
Prayers, Mass, and Hungarian stations of 
the Cross in Fatima. Contact James Treacy 
086 057 2216.

HOLYLAND pilgrimage, 4th -13th October, 
leaving from Dublin. Full spiritual itinerary led 
by our spiritual advisor. Stg £1,149 which 
can be paid in installments. For further infor-
mation contact Brenda on 0044 77 6172 

6640 from the Republic or 077 6172 6640 
from the north of Ireland.

MEDJUGORJE pilgrimage Eleanor Healy 
Group, 24th Oct, 8 nights, midterm, €699. 
Contact 086 865 0708 or 087 235 1294.

RELIGIOUS

HOLYFACE Reparation books, medals, & 
various scapulars. Write to: Michael Gorm-
ley, 68 Melvin Rd, Terenure, Dublin 6W.

THINKING about a vocation? Interested in 
knowing about the Dominican friars? Visit 
www.dominicans.ie

SUPREME short prayer (re-issue leaflet 
so vital today). Send addressed envelope: 
Bern Caesar, Brownshill, Carlow.

RETREAT House in St. Benedict’s Priory, 
Cobh run by Benedictine Nuns. Daily Mass, 
Day and Night Adoration, Monastic Liturgy, 
stunning views of Cobh Harbour, beautiful 
Bible Garden, Library, meals provided. For 
more information contact the guest mistress: 
021 4811354 email: cobhtyburnconvent@
gmail.com

CATHOLIC contemplative retreat for young 
adults 18-40, Mount St. Joseph Abbey, 
Roscrea, 1st-3rd Nov. Own room, all meals. 
Cost donation. Theme: “Here we have no 
lasting city, but we seek the city which is to 
come” Heb: 13:14. Contact Sr. Una you-
thretreats@gmail.com Tel: 090 648 1666.

THANKSGIVING

THANKS to St Clare for favours received. 
ME.

IN thanksgiving to the Sacred Heart for 
favours received and about to be received. 
Pub promised. TB.

THANKS to Our Lady of Mount Carmel for 
favours granted. BG.

THANKS to the Sacred Heart of Jesus for 
request granted. AS.

USEFUL SERVICES

ALL unwanted home waste removed. 
Cookers, fridges, beds, suites, wardrobes, 
carpets, etc, removed and disposed of in 
proper manner. No job too small or big. 
Contact Tommy 087 640 6015.

REFACE your kitchen. We change kitchen 
cabinet doors, and worktops. Free esti-
mates. Tel: 01 862 4647.

TYPEWRITERS & dictating machines, 
repairs, sales, ribbons, most makes,  
Tel: 01 830 9333.

LAWNMOWERS, chain saws, etc. Repairs 
& sales. Open Sat 9.30-1pm. Esmonde 
Machinery 0402 37182.

STATUES, ornaments, glass restoration 
nationwide. Dr. Nicholas von Kerckhoff 
www.atelier-nicholas.com Tel: 087 220 
3898.

OUR LADY 
OF FATIMA
Five First 
Saturdays Devotion
Old Parish Church, Knock Shrine, on 
first Saturday of each month at 11am. 

Mass at 12pm with Enrolment in the 
Brown Scapular.

Our Lady’s Promise:  
She would, “assist at the hour of 
death, with the graces necessary for 
salvation, the souls who make the 
First Five Saturdays”.  

Coming Dates
Saturday, 5th October 2019
Saturday, 1st November 2019

CLASSIFIEDS
€1 per word;  
Box No. €3.00 extra

BREDA: 01 404 8187

MEDJUGORJE
26th October - 2nd November

Insurance included

Philomena Cleary
087 631 3978

MEDJUGORJE MASS LUCAN
St. Mary’s Lucan, Monday 7th 
October @ 7.30 pm
Info 087 223 8911

It is heartening to see 
the incredible turn-out 
at the March for Their 
Lives but there is still 
a mountain of work to 
be done beyond that. 
The reality is that the 
battle is far from over; 
we need to build on this 
momentum and accel-
erate our efforts in the 
coming days and weeks 
to halt this law.

For the next phase of our efforts, 
we really need people to come 

on board with Precious Life and 
to help continue the ‘Fight-Back’ 
Campaign through lobbying elected 
representatives and joining our 
crucial street outreach information 
sessions in towns and cities across 
Northern Ireland. 

Above all, we need people to join 
the 40 Days of Prayer and Fast-
ing Campaign, which started on 
Sunday September 8th and will 
finish on Thursday 17th October. 

We are asking people to join us 
in prayer and fasting, community 
outreach and peaceful vigils to 
keep mothers and babies safe from 
abortion across Northern Ireland. I 
cannot emphasise just how impor-
tant and miraculous prayer is in the 
midst of this great battle between 
life and death.

The crowd at Custom House Square before marching through Belfast. 

Photo: Rebecca Roughneen.
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The seduction 
of choices
Dear Dastardly Smithers, 

The other day, Smithers, I 
was trolling Catholic online 
forums and I noticed a post, 

an indignant rant, about how 
women with children ought to 
have the choice about whether or 
not they work outside the home. 

The author continued on 
expounding her theory suggest-
ing others can just mind their own 
business and women have choices 
nowadays and they can do what 
they feel is best for them.

Sounds good and reasonable 
to the average Catholic mind, 
but Ahhh! Relativism: if it seems 
good, and it’s good for you, you 
should do it. 

You see, Smithers, the women’s 
liberation movement didn’t give 
women choices: only the appear-
ance of choices.  It actually did 
a great job of enslaving women. 
Allowing them to do all that a man 
can do whilst disconnecting her 
from what is integral to woman-
hood-motherhood.

Now society is in crisis.  The 
women’s liberation, free-love, 
movement has given men the ben-
efits of marriage without being 
tied down by any of the respon-
sibilities of being a husband. This 
has led to a crisis of masculinity, 
forcing women to step up into the 
man’s role more profoundly. 

She finds herself as a single or 
working mother, often both. She 
finds herself taking on the respon-
sibilities that ought to be for the 
husbands and fathers, further dis-
tancing her from her right to be 

with her children nurturing them 
as they grow. 

You see, once, a long time ago 
now, a woman had a RIGHT 
to be at home with her chil-
dren. Now that right is slipping 
through her fingers under the 
banners of choice, equality and lib-
eration.  Brilliant. And it’s affecting  
everyone. 

Society has become depend-
ent economically on a two wage 
household. Now women find that 
the choice to work has become an 
enslavement.  A married couple 
are tied to their dual income to 
keep a roof over their heads; tied 
to expensive childcare; tied to a 
cycle of exhaustion and feelings of 
inferiority – to their colleagues at 
work and to the other women that 
seem to be coping much better.

Society bought the lie. Mother-
hood is in crisis, masculinity is in 

crisis, and families are in crisis. By 
using the lie of women’s liberation, 
we have managed to unravel the 
network of society by destroying 
the traditional family structure. 

Oh! Look at the lies we’re feed-
ing them, and how they drink 
them up.  This life is a battle for 
souls and everything matters.  
Parents are too busy to be vigilant. 
Too preoccupied to stop us pass-
ing on our lies and poison to the 
next generation. 

When Our Lady appeared in 
Fatima she said the last battle 
would be for the family- and she 
was right. No one listened, fortu-
nately. We are winning. 

Until next time, 

Dumbag

DUMBAG WRITES...  LETTERS FROM A MASTER TO A TRAINEE TEMPTER

Dia dhaoibh a pháistí,
It’s now the month of October, 

the days are getting shorter and the 
weather is getting colder. You will 
need to start wearing your warm, 
cosy jackets again. All the animals 
are getting ready for winter too. 
Although they can’t wear jackets 
and fuzzy hats they will do other 
things. Some animals, such as big 
Grizzly Bears, sleep for a really 
long time until the weather starts 
to get warm again for them. This 
is called hibernation. Birds fly far 
away to warmer places. This known 
as migration. Winter sun holidays. 
Aren’t they lucky?

An important feast day we cele-
brate during October is the feast St. 
Francis of Assisi. St. Francis had a 
great love for all of God’s creations 
and creatures, both big and small, 
even the Grizzly Bears. Like St 
Francis, we too should have a great 
love for all that God has made and 
given to us. We should pray every-
day to God, thanking him for all 
that he has made.

Slán go fóill,  Aisling

ACROSS
1. Changes notices around the gents (6)
4. Calm Lake? (6)
8. Right, chopped pine to mature (5)
9. Taxi in the horse? How gruesome! (7)
10. Serious eastern explosion (7)
11. North Eastern concert venue is for wimps! (5)
12. As regards stern southern limits (9)
17. Torn coat on the right performer (5)
19. Plunge 1,999 into the Gaelic language! (6)
21. Flattering talk in this Castle? (7)
22. First letter from secret is open (5)
23. There’s a strange Biblical woman (6)
24. Communist returns with pub grub! (6)

DOWN
1. Concurs when grease is spilt (6)
2. King of all penguins? (7)
3. Number involved in great dog ball! (5)
5. Strange conical type of speech? (7)
6. Race around Birkenhead to find Scottish tree 

trunk (5)
7. Unusual red ship youth leader finds stylish (6)
9. It’s missing from Trinity after friend gets this 

type of leave (9)
13 Curious street variety (7)
14. Rush forward for doctor? (7)
15. Walk around and talk disconnectedly (6)
16. A person who allows a written document? (6)
18. Pamphlet about a piece of land? (5)
20 I roam about to find New Zealander (5)

SOLUTION TO SEPTEMBER CROSSWORD: 
ACROSS: 7. Absent 8. Regret 10. Amazing 11. Irked 
12. Item 13. Going 17. Amman 18. Tell 22. Stool  
23. Uruguay 24. Allots 25. Fencer. DOWN: 5. Croke 
6. Etude 9. Ignoramus 14. Emulate 15. Defunct  
16. Players 19. Asian 20. Tools 21. Cured.

Kids Corner PRIZE CROSSWORD

Solution to ALIVE! St. Mary’s Priory, Tallaght, Dublin 24.

Return to ALIVE! St. Mary’s Priory, Tallaght, Dublin 24.

€25 CRYPTIC CLUES: €25 for the first correct entry out  
of the bag. Entries before Wednesday, 11th Sept.  
One entry per family. Winner & answers next month. NO. 238

NAME

ADDRESS

 TELEPHONE

SEPTEMBER CROSSWORD WINNER: 
Peter McDonagh,  

Priory Ave, Blackrock,  
Co. Dublin.

✃

MAZE PUZZLE

Can you help the Good Shepard 
find his flock?

COLOURING COMPETITION - WIN €10 192

NAME

ADDRESS

 AGE

✃

COLOURING COMPETITION 
WINNER FOR SEPT. WAS: 

Reece Howard, 
Woodlands Ave,  
Dun Laoghaire,  

Co. Dublin. Age 7.

C R O S S W O R D  N O .  2 3 8 •  O c t o b e r  2 0 1 9

Solutions to September Crossword:

© EMMANUEL PRESS

1 7

8 9

10 11

12 13

18 19 20

21 22

23 24

14

15 16

17

2 3 4 5 6

ACROSS
1. Changes notices around the gents (6)
4. Calm Lake? (6)
8. Right, chopped pine to mature (5)
9. Taxi in the horse? How gruesome! (7)
10. Serious eastern explosion (7)
11. North Eastern concert venue is for wimps! (5)
12. As regards stern southern limits (9)
17. Torn coat on the right performer (5)
19. Plunge 1,999 into the Gaelic language! (6)
21. Flattering talk in this Castle? (7)
22. First letter from secret is open (5)
23. There’s a strange Biblical woman (6)
24. Communist returns with pub grub! (6)

DOWN
1. Concurs when grease is spilt (6)
2. King of all penguins? (7)
3. Number involved in great dog ball! (5)
5. Strange conical type of speech? (7)
6. Race around Birkenhead to find Scottish tree 

trunk (5)
7. Unusual red ship youth leader finds stylish (6)
9. It’s missing from Trinity after friend gets this type of 

leave (9)
13 Curious street variety (7)
14. Rush forward for doctor? (7)
15. Walk around and talk disconnectedly (6)
16. A person who allows a written document? (6)
18. Pamphlet about a piece of land? (5)
20 I roam about to find New Zealander (5)

Across: 7. Absent 8. Regret 10. Amazing
11. Irked 12. Item 13. Going 17. Amman
18. Tell 22. Stool 23. Uruguay 24. Allots
25. Fencer.

Down: 1. Malaria 2. Escaped 3. Snail 4.
Lenient 5. Croke 6. Etude 9. Ignoramus
14. Emulate 15. Defunct 16. Players 19.
Asian 20. Tools 21. Cured.

Solutions to September Crossword:

CAN YOU UNSCRAMBLE THESE SAINTS NAMES?

F A R C N I S , 

T E R H E S E ,

L K U E

ANSWERS: FRANCIS, THERESE, LUKE

RED DEVIL 
TO REBEL
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Dear Fellow Catholic Pro-Lifer,

Before telling you about the 
urgent distress call we just received 
from Father, please let me quickly 
introduce myself...

My name is Adrian O Baoill and 
I’m writing to you on behalf of 
Family & Life. For 22 years, Family 
& Life’s St. Patrick’s Fund has aided 
overseas pro-life missionaries. 

We’ve had many urgent calls in 
those 22 years but the one we just 
received from an Irish missionary 
priest stunned us. Please let me tell 
you about Father’s call...

Irish missionary priest, in charge 
of pro-life centre, struggles 
against dozens of back-alley 

abortion “clinics”

The distress call came from Father 
Brian, an Irish missionary priest 
working in Peru.

Father’s mission work is in a 
large city in Peru. Poverty, disease, 
crime and abortion are some of the 
problems he faces on a daily basis. 

Working with a small group of 
nuns, Father is responsible for a 
Catholic crisis pregnancy centre in 
the city. Sadly, the centre is one of 
only two crisis pregnancy centres in 
the entire huge region.

Making that worse, the crisis 
pregnancy centre is surrounded 
by 54 back-alley abortion “clinics.” 
These abortionists exploit the fears 
of women facing crisis pregnancies, 
charging €165 to kill a baby. 

We know from experience that 
women are sometimes rushed to 
hospitals after the abortionists leave 
them bleeding. Some are left sterile. 
It’s safe to say that all women who 
visit these back-alley abortionists 
suff er horrible, life-long emotional 
scars. And always, the babies die.

Father told us that the Centre 
currently serves up to 100 women 
at a time. But with 54 back-alley 

abortion “clinics” nearby, there is an 
urgent need to increase the number 
of babies saved. Father Brian is 
pleading for our help now!

How Father Brian, the nuns and 
the Centre will save more babies

God willing and with our prayers 
and support, the Centre will buy a 
sonogram machine. Nothing turns 
a woman against abortion faster 
than seeing her baby live on screen 
– kicking, sucking its thumb, even 
smiling as the mother watches!

A sonogram machine costs 
€17,500. And since a sonogram 
machine will help save babies for 
many years to come, it’s hard to 
think of a better pro-life investment!

On top of that, many of the women 
have to travel long distances to reach 
the Centre and they will need help 
for the cost of travel. Plus, rent for 
the Centre is about to come due. All 
these essentials add another €8,000 
to what Father must raise quickly.

That puts the Centre’s immediate 
needs at €25,500. And let me add 
that the Centre does NOT have a 
reliable and fi xed income. All that 
Father Brian and the nuns do to 
save mothers and babies depends 

on voluntary donations from pro-
life friends like you.

Here’s how your support will help 
Family & Life’s St Patrick’s Fund 

save more babies now...

• If you’ll give €50 or €100 now, 
I’ll quickly fi nd other pro-life 
friends who will match your gift. 
Together, you can take (humble) 
pride knowing that you helped 
Father and the Centre buy the 
sonogram machine that will 
save babies’ lives!

• Your €250 sacrifi ce will help 
Father Brian and the Centre pay 
their rent for a full month. Your 
sacrifi ce now will help save babies 
that month!

• And just think what a €500 or 
€1,000 sacrifi ce from you will 
accomplish. It will help pregnant 
women with housing and medical 
care.

Now please let me tell you this... 

...Asking you for a fi nancial sacrifi ce 
is very hard for me. I’d do almost 
anything to avoid it. But Father Brian 
and the nuns are counting on us – 
and babies’ lives are on the line. So 
I’m swallowing my pride and asking 
for your help in whatever amount 

possible for our St. Patrick’s Fund 
and all of Family & Life’s baby-saving 
programmes. Will you help? Please?

It’s Father Brian and a 
small group of nuns against 
54 back-alley abortionists

Father and the sisters need our 
help now. There are 54 back-alley 
abortion “clinics” nearby. The Centre 
is one of just two crisis pregnancy 
centres. We can’t leave them to 
fi ght alone.

Yours for our Lord’s unborn, in 
Ireland and all throughout the world,

Family & Life

PS I think we have to move heaven 
and earth to help Father Brian, the 
nuns and their heroic pro-life mission 
centre. Can they count on you? 

Please cut out the Urgent Reply 
Form below and post it today. You 
can also phone your gift to 01 855 
2145 or make your sacrifi ce securely 
online at

donate.familyandlife.org!

Heroic pro-life mission centre 
surrounded by 54 abortion clinics. 
Irish missionary priest urgently needs our help!

✁

✁

✁

Card No.

Name:

Address:

Signature: Date:

Phone: Email:

or debit my:    Mastercard      Visa

Please make a cheque / postal order payable to Family & Life.

Valid from: Expiry:

URGENT PRO-LIFE 
MISSION REPLY
Dear Adrian,

 YES! Without hesitation, I’m helping 
Family & Life provide the funds needed 
for the sonogram machine and other 
baby-saving essentials that Father 
Brian and the nuns must have for the 
crisis pregnancy centre. Enclosed is 
my maximum gift of...

 €50  €75  €100  €250

 €500  €750  €1,000

Adrian, I can make an extra special 
sacrifi ce this time:

 €2,500   €5,000

Family & Life depends on gifts in ALL amounts. All that we do to save unborn 
babies depends on dear pro-life friends like you, in whatever amount you can 
aff ord. So if we can count on you for 
some other amount, please enter it here €

Please cut out and post to: Family Life, FREEPOST, 26 Mountjoy Square, Dublin 1, Ireland.
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